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Boiiun (Edmund), a voluminous political and mis¬ 
cellaneous writer of the seventeenth century, was born at 
Ringsfield, in Suffolk, the only son of Baxter Bohun, who 
with his ancestors, had been lords of the manor of West- 
hall, in that county, from the 25th Henry VIII. In 1663, 
lie was admitted , fellow-commoner of Queen’s college, 
Cambridge, and continued there till the latter end of 1666, 
when the plague obliged him and others to leave the uni¬ 
versity. In 1675 he was made a justice of peace for Suf¬ 
folk, and continued in that office till the second of James 
II. when he was discharged, but. was restored to that office 
in the first of William and Mary. The time of his death 
is not mentioned, but he was alive in 1700. Ho wrote, 
1. “ An Address to the Freemen and Freeholders of the 
nation, in three parts, being the history of three sessions 
of parliament in 1678, 1682, and 16S3,” 4to. 2. “A De¬ 
fence of the Declaration of king Charles II. against a 
pamphlet styled, A just and modest Vindication of the 
proceedings of the two last Parliaments.” This was printed 
with and added to the Address. 3. “ A Defence of Sir 
Robert Filmer, against the mistakes and representations of 
Algernon Sydney, esq. in a paper delivered by him to the 
sheriffs upon the scaffold on Tower-hill, on Friday, Dec. 
7, 1683, before his execution there,” Lond. 1684. 4. “The 
Justice of Peace’s Calling, a moral essay,” Lond. 1684, 
8vo. 5. “ A Preface and Conclusion to Sir Robert Filmer’s 
Patriarcha,” ibid. 1685, 8vo. 6, “A Geographical Dic¬ 
tionary,” ibid. 1688, 8vo. 7. “The Flistory of the Deser¬ 
tion ; or an account of all the public affairs of England/ 
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from the beginning of Sept. 1688 to Feb. 12 following,” 
ibid. 1689, 8vo. 8. “ An Answer to a piece called The 
Desertion discussed (by Jeremy Collier),” printed at the end 
of the u History of the Desertion.” y. “ The Doctrine of 
Passive Obedience and Non-Resistance no way concerned 
in the controversies now depending between the Williamites 
and the Jacobites,” ibid. 1689, 4to. In page 24th is a 
passage respecting bishop Ken, which Mr. Bohun found to 
be untrue, and therefore requests that it may be cancelled. 

J (). “ The I.ife of John Jewell, bishop of Salisbury,” pre¬ 
fixed to a translation of his Apology, 1GS5. 11. “Three 

Charges delivered at the general cpiarter sessions holden at 
Ipswich, for the county of Suffolk, in 1 tii* 1, 1692, and 
Jf>93,” 4to. 12. “The great Historical, Geographical, 
and Poetical Dictionary,” i.ond. 1694, fob He also trans¬ 
lated Sicurus’ origin of Atheism—the Univers’al Biblio- 
the(]ue, or account of books for Jan. Feb. and March 1687 
—Sieidan’s History of the Reformation—PulTendorir.s Pre¬ 
sent State of Germany, and Degory \\ heare’s Method of 
reading History, Loud. 169 8, 8vo. 1 

BOIARDO (Mattko-Mauia), count of Seandiano, an 
Italian poet, was born at the castle of Seandiano, near 
Reggio in Lombardy, about the year 1484. He studied at 
the university of Ferrara, and remained in that cits the 
greater part of bis life, attached to the ducal court. He 
was particularly in great favour with the duke Boise and 
Hercules 1. his successor. He accompanied Borso in a 
journey to Rome in 1471, and the year following was se¬ 
lected by Hercules to escort to Ferrara, Kleonora of Ara¬ 
gon, his future duchess. In 1481 he was appointed go¬ 
vernor of Reggio, and was also captain-general of Modena. 
He died at Reggio, Dec. 20, 1194. lie was one of the 
most learned and accomplished men of his time, a very 
distinguished Greek and Latin scholar, and at a time when 
Italian poetry was in credit, one of those poets who added 
to the reputation of his age and country. lie translated 
Herodotus from the Greek into Italian, and Apuleius from 
the Latin. He wrote also Latin poetry, as his “ Carmen 
Bucolicum,” eight eclogues in hexameters, dedicated to 
duke Hercules I. Reggio, 1500, 4to; Venice, 1528 ; and 
in Italian, “ Sonetti e Canzoni,” Reggio, 1499, 4to ; Ve¬ 
nice, 1501, 4 to, in a style rather easy than elegant, and 
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occasionally betraying the author’s learning, but without 
affectation. Hercules of Este was the first of the Italian 
sovereigns who entertained the court with a magnificent 
theatre on which Greek or Latin comedies, translated into 
Italian, were performed. For this theatre Boiardo wrote, 
his “ Timon,” taken from a dialogue of Lucian, which 
may be accounted the first comedy written in Italian. The 
first edition of it, according to Tirabosclii, was that printed 
at Scandiano, 1500, -J-to. The one, without a date, in 
Svo, he thinks was the second. It was afterwards reprinted 
at Venice, 1504, 1515, and 1517, Svo. But Boiardo is 
principally known by his epic romance of “ Orlando In- 
namorato,” of which the celebrated poem of Ariosto is not 
only an imitation, but a continuation. Of this work, he did 
not live to complete the third book, nor is it probable that 
any part of it had the advantage of his last corrections, yet 
it is justly regarded as exhibiting, upon the whole, a 
warmth of imagination, and a vivacity of.colouring, which 
rendered it highly interesting : nor is it, perhaps, without 
reason, that the simplicity of the original has occasioned 
it to be preferred to the same work, as altered or reformed 
by Francesco Berni (See Bkrni). The “ Orlando luiumo- 
rato” was first printed at Scandiano, about the year 1495, 
and afterwards at Venice, 1500, which De Bure erro¬ 
neously calls the first edit ion. From the third book where 
Boiardo’s labours cease, it was continued by Niccolo Agos¬ 
tini, and of this joint production numerous editions have 
been published. 1 

BOILEAU (Nicholas Dr.SPitF.AUX), an eminent French 
poet, usually called by his countrymen Despkeaux, was 
born on November 1 , 1G36. His parents were Gilies 
Boileau, register of the great chamber, and Ann de Niello, 
bis second wife; but it is uncertain whether he was bom 
at Paris or Crone. In his early years, he was the reverse 
of those infantine prodigies who often in mature aj^ scarcely 
attain to mediocrity ; on the contrary, he was heavy and 
taciturn ; nor was his taciturnity of that observing kind 
which denotes sly mischief at the bottom, but the down¬ 
right barren taciturnity of insipid good-nature. His lather, 
on comparing him with his other children, used to say, 
“ as for this, he is a good-tempered fellow, who will never 

* Ginguene Hist. Lltf d'ltalie.—Roscoe’s Leo — Mvreri —Tiraboschi,— -Saxii 
Onopiasticon 
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speak ill of any one.” In liis infancy, however, he ap¬ 
pears to have been of a very tender constitution, and is 
said to have undergone the operation lor the stone at the 
age of eight. Through compliance with the wishes of his 
family, he commenced with being a counsellor; but the 
dryness of the Code and Digest soon disgusted him with, 
this profession, which, his eulogist thinks, was a loss to 
the bar. When M. Dongois, his brother-in-law, register 
of parliament, took him to his house in order to form him 
to the style of business, he had a decree to draw up in an 
important cause, which he composed with enthusiasm, 
while he dictated it to Boileau with an emphasis which 
shewed how much he- was satisfied with the: sublimity of 
his work; but when he had finished, he perceived that 
Boileau was fallen asleep, after havin'* written but few 
words. Transported with anger, he* sent him back to Ills 
father, assuring hint In* “ would be nothing but a block¬ 
head all the rest of his life.” Alter this he. began to study 
scholastic divinity, which was still less suited to his taste, 
and at length he became what lie himself washed to he—a 
Poet; and, as if to belie, tit setting out, Ids lather’s pre¬ 
diction, he commenced at the age of thirty, with satire, 
which let loose against him the crowd of writers whom he 
.attacked, but gave him friends, or rather readers, among 
that very numerous class of the public, who, through an 
inconstancy cruelly rooted in the human heart, love to see 
those humbled whom even they esteem the most. But 
whatever favour and encouragement so general a dispo¬ 
sition might promt.*e Boileau, he could not avoid meeting 
with oensurers among men of worth. Of this number was 
the duke vie Montausier, who valued himself upon an in¬ 
flexible ami rigorous virtue, and disliked satire. But, as 
it was of the greatest importance to Boileau to gain over 
to his intiyrest one of the first persons about court, whose 
credit vvwthe more formidable, as it was supported by 
that personal consideration which is not always joined to 
it, he introduced into one of his pieces a panegyrical no¬ 
tice of the duke de Montausier, which was neither flat nor 
exaggerated, ami it produced the desired effect. Encou¬ 
raged by this first success, Boileau lost no time in giving 
the linal blow to the tottering austerity of his censurer, 
by confessing to him, with an air of contrition, how hu¬ 
miliated he felt himself at missing the friendship of “ the 
wortiiiest man at court.” From that moment, the vvor- 
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tliiest man at court became the protector and apologist 
of the most caustic of all writers. Though we attach 
less value to tile satires of IJoileau than to his other 
works, and think not very highly of his conduct to his 
patron, yet it must be allowed that he never attacks bad 
taste and bad writers, but with the weapons of pleasantry; 
and never speaks of vice and wicked men but with indig¬ 
nation. Boileau, however, soon became sensible that in 
order to reach posterity ii is not sufficient to supply some 
ephemeral food to the malignity of contemporaries, but 
to be the writer of all times and all places. This led him 
to produce those works which will render his fame per¬ 
petual. lie wrote his Fpistles,” in which, with delicate 
praises, he has intermixed precepts of literature and mo- 
ralitv, delivered with the most striking truth and the hap¬ 
piest precision; and in 1G7 J- his celebrated mock-heroic, the 
“• l.utrin,” which, with so small a ground of matter, contains 
so much \ arid v, action, and grace; and his“ Art of Poetry,” 
winch is in French what that of Horace is in Latin, the 
code of good taste. In these he expresses in harmonious 
verse, full of strength and elegance, the principles of 
reason and good taste; and was the first who discovered, 
and developed, by the union of example to precept, the 
highly difficult art. of French versification. Before Boi¬ 
leau, indeed, Malherbe had begun to detect the secret, 
but lie had guessed it only in part, and had kept bis know¬ 
ledge for bis own use; and Corneille, though he had writ¬ 
ten “ Cinna” and “ Policucte,” had no other secret than 
his instinct, and when this abandoned him, was no longer 
Corneille. Boileau bad the rare merit, which can belong 
only to a superior genius, of forming by his lessons and 
productions the first school of poetry in France; and it 
may be added, that of all the poets who have preceded 
or followed him, none was better calculated tl^fe himself 
to be the head of such a school. In fact, the^Were and 
decided correctness which characterizes his works, renders 
them singularly fit to serve as a study for scholars in poetry. 
In Kaciue he had a disciple who would have secured him 
immortality, even if he had not so well earned it by his 
own writings. Good judges have even asserted, that the 
pupil surpassed the master; but Boileau, whether inferior 
or equal to his scholar, always preserved that ascendancy 
over him, which a blunt and downright self-love will ever 
assume o\er a timid and delicate self-love, such as that of 
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Racine. The author of “ Phaedra” and of “ Athaliah” 
had always, either from deference or address, the com¬ 
plaisance to yield the first place to one who boasted of 
having been his master. Boileau, it is true, had a merit 
with respect to his disciple, which in the eyes of the latter 
must have been of inestimable value, that of having early 
been sensible of Itacine’s excellence, or rather of what he 
promised to become; for it was not easy, in the author of 
the “ Freres Ennemis,” to discover that of ie Andromache” 
and “ Britannicus,” and doubtless perceiving in Racine’s 
first essays the gerin of what he was one day to become, 
he felt how much care ami culture it required to give it 
full expansion. 

Boileau know how to procure a still more powerful pro¬ 
tection at court than the duke vie Montausicr’s, that of 
Lewis XIV. himself. lie lavished upon this monarch 
praises the more battering, as they appeared dictated bv 
the public voice, and merely the sincere and warm ex¬ 
pression of the nation’s intoxication with respect to its 
king. To add value to his homage, the artful satirist had 
the address to make his advantage of the reputation of 
frankness he had acquired, which served as a passport to 
those applauses which the poet seemed to bestow in spite 
of his nature; and he was particularly attentive, while be¬ 
stowing praises on all those whose interest might, either 
support or injure him, to reserve the first place, hevond 
comparison, for the monarch. Among other instances, 
he valued himself, as upon a gieat stroke of policy, for 
having contrived to place Monsieur, the king’s brother, 
by the side of the king himself, in his verses, without ha¬ 
zard of w ounding the jealousy of majesty ; and for hav ing 
celebrated the conqueror of (,'nssel more feebly than the 
subduer of Handers. He had however the art, or more 
properlj^Be merit, along with bis inundation of praises, 
to convey some useful lessons to the sovereign. Lewis 
XIV. as yet young and greedy of renown, which he mis¬ 
took for real glory, was making preparations for war with 
Holland. Colbert, who knew how fatal to the people is 
the most glorious war, wished to divert the king from his 
design. He engaged Boileau to second his persuasions, 
by addressing to Lewis his first epistle, in which he proves 
that a king's true greatness consists in rendering his sub¬ 
jects happy, hy securing them the blessings of peace. But 
although this epistle did not answer the intentions of the 
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minister or the poet, yet so much attention to please tlte 
monarch, joined to such excellence, did not remain unre¬ 
compensed. Boileau was loaded with the king’s favour, 
admitted at court, and named, in conjunction with Ilacine, 
rojal historiographer. The two poets seemed closely oc¬ 
cupied in writing the history of their patron ; the}’ even 
read several passages of it to the king; but they abstained 
from giving anv of it to the public, in the persuasion that 
the history of sovereigns, even the most worthy of eulogy, 
cannot he written during their lives, without running the risk 
either of losing reputation by flattery, or incurring hazard 
by truth. It was with repugnance that Boileau had un¬ 
dertaken an office so little suited to his talents and his 
taste. “ When I exercised,” said he, “ the trade of a 
satirist, which I understood pretty well, I was overwhelmed 
with insults and menaces, and I am now dearly paid for 
exercising that, of historiographer, which I do not under¬ 
stand at all.” Indeed, far from being dazzled by the fa¬ 
vour he enjoved, he rather felt it as an incumbrance. He 
often said, that the first sensation his fortune at court in¬ 
spired in him, was a feeling of melancholy. He thought 
the bounty of his sovereign purchased too dearly by the 
loss of liberty—a blessing so intrinsically valuable, which 
all the empty and fugitive enjoyments of vanity are un¬ 
able to compensate in the eyes of a philosopher. Boileau 
endeavoured by degrees to recover this darling liberty, in 
proportion as age seemed to permit the attempt; and for 
the last ten or twelve years of his life he entirely dropped 
his visits to court. “ What should Ido there r” said he, 
“ I can praise no longer.” lie might, however, have 
found as much matter for his applauses as when he lavished 
them without the least reserve. While he attended at 
court, he maintained a freedom and frankness of speech, 
especially on topics of literature, which are nuto^ommou 
among courtiers. When Lewis asked his opinion^jf some 
verses which he had written, he replied, “ Nothing, 
sire, is impossible to your majesty ; you wished to make 
had verses, and you have succeeded.” He also took 
part with the persecuted members of the Port-royal ; and 
when one of the courtiers declared that, the king was 
making diligent search after the celebrated Arnauld, in 
order to put him in the Bastile, Boileau observed, “ His 
majesty is too fortunate ; he will not find him :” and when 
the king asked him, what was the reason why the whole 
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world was running after a preacher named le Tourneux, a 
disciple of Arnauld, “ Your majesty,’’ he replied, “ knows 
how fond people are of novelty :—this is a minister who 
preaches the gospel.” Boileau appears from various cir¬ 
cumstances, to have been no great friend to the Jesuits, 
whom he offended by his “ Epistle on the Love of God,” 
and by many free speeches. By royal favour, he was ad¬ 
mitted unanimously, in 1684, into the French academy, 
with which he had made very free in his epigrams; and 
he was also associated to the new academy of inscriptions 
and belles-lettres, of which he appeared to be a fit mem¬ 
ber, by his “ T ranslation of Longinus on the Sublime.” 
To science, with which he had little acquaintance, he 
rendered, however, important service by his burlesque 
Arret in favour of the university, against an unknown 
personage called Reason,” which was the means of pre¬ 
venting the establishment of a plan of intolerance in mat¬ 
ters of philosophy. His attachment to the ancients, as 
the true models of literary taste and excellence, occasioned 
a controversy between him and Perrault concerning the 
comparative merit of the ancients and moderns, which was 
prosecuted for some time by epigrams and mutual re¬ 
proaches, till at length the public began to be tired with 
their disputes, and a reconciliation was effected by the 
good offices of their common friends. This controversy 
laid the foundation of a lasting enmity between Boileau 
and Fontenclle, who inclined to the party of Perrault. 
Boileau, however, did not maintain his opinion with the 
pedantic extravagance of the Dinners ; hut he happily 
exercised his wit on the misrepresentations of the noted 
characters of antiquity, by the fashionable romances of the 
time, in his dialogue entitled “ The Heroes of Romance,” 
composed in the manner of Lucian. In opposition to the 
absurd opinions of father Hardouin, that most of the clas¬ 
sical promictions of ancient Rome had been written by the 
monks of the thirteenth century, Boileau pleasantly re¬ 
marks, “ l know nothing of all that; but though l am not 
very partial to the monks, I should not have been sorry 
to lia\e lived with friar Tibullus, friar Juvenal, Dotn Vir¬ 
gil, Dom Cicero, and such kind of folk.” After the death 
of Racine, Boileau very much retired from court; induced 
partly by his love of liberty and independence, and partly 
by his dislike of that adulation which was expected, and 
for which the close of Levi is’s reign alForded more scanty 
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materials than its commencement. Separated in a great 
degree from society, lie indulged that austere and misan¬ 
thropical disposition, from which he was never wholly 
exempt. His conversation, however, was more mild, and 
gentle than his writings; and, as he used to say of him¬ 
self, without “ nails or claws,” it was enlivened by occa¬ 
sional sallies of pleasantry, and rendered instructive by 
judicious opinions of authors and their works. He was re¬ 
ligious without bigotry; and he abhorred fanaticism and 
hypocrisy. His circumstances were easy ; and his pru¬ 
dent economy has been charged by some with degenerating 
into avarice. Instances, however, occur of his liberality 
and beneficence. At the death of Colbert, the pension 
which he had given to the poet Corneille was suppressed, 
though he was poor, old, inlirm, and dying. Boileau in¬ 
terceded with the king for the restoration of it, and offered 
to transfer his own to Corneiile, telling the monarch that 
he should be ashamed to receive his bounty while such a 
man was in want of it. He also bought, at an advanced 
price, the library of Patru, reduced in his circumstances, 
and left him in the possession of it till his death. He gave to 
the poor all the revenues he had received for eight, years 
from a benefice he had enjoyed without performing the 
duties of it. To indigent men of letters his purse was 
always open ; and at his death he bequeathed almost, all 
his possessions to llie poor. Upon the whole, his temper, 
though naturally austere, was on many occasions kind and 
benevolent., so that it lias been said of him, that he was 
“ cruel only in verse j” and his general character was 
distinguished hy worth and integrity, with some alloys of 
literary jealousy and injustice. Boileau died of a dropsy 
in the breast, March 11, 1711, and by his will left almost 
ail his property to the poor. His funeral was attended by 
a very numerous company, which gave a woman of the 
lower class occasion to say, “ He had many friends then! 
yet they say that he spoke ill of every body.” 

Boileau’s character as a poet is now generally allowed 
to be that of taste, judgment, and good sense, which pre¬ 
dominate in the best of his works as they do in the most 
popular of Pope’s writings. The resemblance between 
these two poets is in many respects very striking, and in 
one respect continues to he so ; they are, in France and 
Fngland, more read and oftener quoted than any other 
poets. Botli were accused of stealing from the ancients ; 
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but says an elegant critic of our nation, those who flat¬ 
tered themselves that they should diminish the reputation 
of Boileau, by printing, in the manner of a commentary 
at the bottom of each page of his works, the many lines he 
has borrowed from Horace and Juvenal, were grossly de¬ 
ceived. The verses of the ancients which he has turned 
into French with so much address, and which he has hap¬ 
pily made so homogeneous, and of a piece with the rest of 
the work, that every thing seems to have been conceived 
in a continued train of thought by the very same person, 
confer as much honour on him, as the verses which are 
purely his own. The original turn which he gives to his 
translations, the boldness of his expressions, so little forced 
ami unnatural, that they seem to be born, as it were, with 
his thoughts, display almost as much invention as the first 
production of a thought entirely new. The same critic, 
JJr. Warton, is of opinion that Boileau's “ Art of Poetry” 
is the best composition of that kind extant. “ The brevity 
of liis precepts,” says this writer, “ enlivened by proper 
imagery, tbe justness of his metaphors, the harmony of 
bis numbers, as far as alexandrine' lines will admit, the 
exactness of bis method, tbe perspicuity of bis remarks, 
and the energy of his style, all duly considered, may ren¬ 
tier this opinion not unreasonable. It is to this work he 
owes his immortality, which was of the highest utility to 
his nation, in dillusing a just way of thinking and writing, 
banishing every species of false wit, and introducing a 
general taste for the manly simplicity of the ancients, on 
whose writings this poet had formed his taste.” 

Of the numerous editions of Boileau’s works, the best 
are, that of Geneva, 1716, 2 vols. 4to, with illustrations 
by Brossette ; that of the Hague, with Pieart’s cuts, 17 IS, 
2 vols. fob and 1722, 4 vols, i2mo; that bv AUix, with 
Cochin's cuts, 174u, 2 vols. 4to ; that of Durand, 1745, 
5 vols. 8vo ; and lastly, a beautiful edition in 3 vols. Svo. 
or 3 \ols. lL’nin, Paris, 1802, with notes by Daunou, a 
member of the Institute. 1 

BOILEAU (J.-.mi.s), one of tbe brothers of the prece¬ 
ding, a doctor of the Sorbonne, was horn in Ki35, studied 
in tiie university ol Paris, took his degree of doctor in 
theology in 1662, was appointed dean of Sens, and vicar 

1 Jr Alembert’s Eulogies translated by Aikiu, 2 vols. 8\o L»ict.—War- 

ton's Essay on 1’iye, &.c. 
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of the archbishop Gomloin, in 1G67 ; and in 1694, was 
presented by the king with a canonry in the holy chapel of 
Paris. He died dean of the faculty of theology in 1716. 
He is well known by a number of works in a peculiar style, 
some of which were not remarkable for decency ; but these 
he wrote in Latin, “ lest the bishops,” he said, “ should 
condemn them.” He was not more a friend to the Jesuits 
than his brother ; and he described them as “ men who 
lengthened the creed, and shortened the commandments.” 
As clean of the chapter of Sens, lie was appointed to 
harangue the celebrated prince of Conde, when he passed 
through the city. This great commander took particular 
pleasure on these occasions in disconcerting his panegy¬ 
rists ; but the doctor, perceiving his intention, counter¬ 
feited great confusion, and addressed him in the following 
manner: “ Your highness will not lie surprised, 1 trust, 
at seeing me tremble in your presence at the head of a 
company of peaceful priests ; 1 should tremble still more, 
if 1 was at the head of 30,000 soldiers.” lie manifested a 
contempt of fanaticism, as well as of decorum, by his 
**' Historia Elagellantium, &c.” or, an account of the ex¬ 
travagant, and often indecent, practice of discipline hv 
flagellation, in the popish church. It was translated 
into French ; and not many years ago (viz. 1777, 4to. and 
again in 1782, Svo.) by M. dc Lolme, into English. Iti 
his treatise “ Dc antique jure presbyterormn in regiinine 
ecclesiastico,” he endeavours to shew, that in the primi¬ 
tive times the priests participated with the bishops in the 
government of the church, lie was also the author of se¬ 
veral other publications, displaying much curious learning 
and a satirical turn, which are now consigned to oblivion. 

G idles, the eldest brother of Boileau Despreaux, was 
horn in 1631, and had a place in the king’s household, 
lie was a man of wit and learning, and published a trans¬ 
lation of Arrian’s Epictetus, with a life of the philosopher, 
Paris, 1655, 8vo. He also published a translation of Dio¬ 
genes Laertius, 1668 , in 2 vols. 12iuo; and two disserta¬ 
tions against Menage and Costar. His “ Posthumous 
Works” were published in 1670. He also wrote verses, 
in no high estimation. 1 

BOILEAU (John James), canon of the church of St. 
llunorc at Paris, was of the diocese of Agon, in which he 

1 D’Alembert’s Eulogies translated by Atkin, 2 vols. Svo.—Wen. Diet.— War* 
ton’s Essay on Vojie, &c. and Diet. Hist. 
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enjoyed a curacy. The delicacy of his constitution having 
obliged him to quit it, he repaired to Paris. The cardinal 
de Noaiiles afforded him many marks of his esteem. He 
died the 10th of March, J735, aged 86. There are by 
him, 1. Letters on various subjects of morality and devo¬ 
tion, 2 vois. 12mo. 2. The life of the duchess of Lian- 

court, and that of madame Combe, superior of the house 
of the Bon Pasteur. All these works evince a fund of 
sense and good sentiments; but his style is too much in¬ 
flated. 1 

BOIND1N (Nicholas), born at Paris in 1676, the son 
of an attorney in the oflice of the finances, entered into the 
regiment of musqucteers in 1696. The weakness of his 
constitution, unable to resist the fatigues of the service, 
obliged him to lay down bis arms and take to his studies. 
He was received in 1706 into the academy of inscriptions 
and belles-lettres, and would have been of the French 
academy, if the public profession he made of atheism had 
not determined his exclusion. He was afflicted towards 
the latter end of his days with a fistula, which carried him 
oil'the 30th of Nov. 1751, at the age of 75. He was de¬ 
nied the honours of sepulture; being inhumed the day 
following witliout ceremony at three o clock in the morn¬ 
ing. M. Parlait the elder, who inherited the works of 
Boindin, gave them to the public in 17 53, in 2 vols. 12mo. 
In the first we have four comedies in prose : ami a me¬ 
moir on his life and writings, composed by himself. 'I bis 
man, who plumed himself on being a philosopher, here 
gives himself, without scruple, all the praises that a dull 
panegyrist would have found some difficulty in affording 
him. There is also by him a memoir, very circumstantial 
am! very slanderous, in which he accuses, after a lapse of 
forty years, la Motte, Saurin, and Mai affaire a merchant, 
of having plotted the stratagem that caused the celebrated 
and unhappy Rousseau to be condemned. Boindin, though 
an atheist, escaped the punishment due to his arrogance, 
because, in the disputes between the Jesuits and their ad¬ 
versaries, he used frequently to declaim in the coffee¬ 
houses against the latter. M. de la Place i elates, that he 
said to a man who thought like him, and who was threat¬ 
ened for bis opinions, “ 'They plague you, because you 
are a Jansemstic atheist; but they let me alone, because 


1 Dm. Hist.—M<m iL 
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I am a Molinistic atheist.” Not that he inclined more to 
Molina than to Jansenius; hut he found that he should get 
more by speaking in behalf of those that were then in 
favour. 1 

BOIS (Gerard du), of the Oratory, a native of Orleans, 
was born in 1629, and died July 15, 1696. He succeeded 
father le Cointe his friend in the place of librarian to the 
house of St. Honore, and inherited his papers, which were 
not useless in his hands. He revised the eighth volume of 
the “ Ecclesiastical Annals of Fi ance,” and published it in 
1683. This work procured him a pension of a thousand 
livres granted him by the clergy. He afterwards under¬ 
took, at the entreaty of Harlay, archbishop of Paris, the 
History of that church; 1610, 2 \ols. folio. The second 
did not appear till eight years after his death, by the care 
of father tie la Rippe, and lather Desmolets of the oratory. 
He frequently mingles civil with ecclesiastical history, and 
these digressions have lengthened his work ; but they have 
also diversified is The dissertations with which he has 
accompanied it evince great sagacity in discerning what is 
true from what is false. Ilis history is written in Latin, 
and the stvle is pure and elegant. * 

BOIS. ' See DUBOIS—and BOYS or BOYSE. 

BOISROBERT (Francois Met el dl), of the French 
academy, to the establishment whereof he contributed 
greatly, abbot of Chati!!y-sur-Seine, was born at Caen in 
1592, and died in 16 62. He was remarkably brilliant in 
conversation, but with his natural and borrowed powers, 
often repeating scraps from many of the tales of Bor- 
cace, of Beroald, and especially the “ Moycn do parveuir” 
of the latter. His imagination, fostered early by the 
writings of all the facetious authors, furnished him with the 
means of amusing and of exciting laughter. Cilois, first 
physician to the cardinal de Richelieu, used to say to that 
minister, when he was indisposed, “ Monseigneur, all our 
drugs are of no avail, unless you mix with them a dram of 
Boisrobert.” The cardinal for a long time was never 
happy without his company and jokes, and employed him 
as his buffoon. When Boisrobert fell into disgrace with 
the cardinal, he had recourse to C’itois, who put at the 
bottom of his paper to the cardinal, as if it had been a pre¬ 
scription, Recipe Boisroiiert. This jest had iis effect, 

1 Diet. Hist, * Murert.—Dict. Hist,-—-Dupin.—Niceron. 
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by causing him to be recalled. — Boisrobert published, 
1. Divers poems; the first part 1647, 4to, and the second 
1659, 8vo. 2. Letters in the collection of Faret; 8vo. 
3. Tragedies, comedies, and tales, which bear the name 
of his brother Antoine le Metel, sieur d’Ouville. 4. “ His- 
toire Indicnne d’Anaxandre et d’Orasie1629, 8vo. 
5. “ Nouvelles hcroiques,” 1627, 8vo. His theatrical 
pieces, applauded by cardinal Richelieu and bv some of 
liis flatterers, are now totally forgot. All his friends, in¬ 
deed, were not flatterers, if the following anecdote may be 
relied on. Boisrobert, among his other follies, was a 
gamester, and on one occasion losL ten thousand crowns to 
the duke dc Roquelaure, who loved money, and insisted 
upon being paid. Boisrobert sold all he had, which 
amounted to four thousand crowns, which one of his friends 
carried to the duke, telling him, he must forgive the rest, 
and that Boisrobert, in return, would compose a panegy¬ 
rical ode upon him, which viould certainly he a had one. 
“ Now,” added this friend, “ when it is known that your 
grace has rewarded a paltrp piece with six thousand crowns, 
every one will applaud your generosity, and will be anxious 
to know what you would have given for a good poem.'” 
It is most to his honour, however, that lie contributed to 
the establishment of the French academy, and always em¬ 
ployed his interest with cardinal Richelieu in behalf of men 
of merit. 1 

BOISSARI) (John James), a famous French antiquary, 
was born at Besan^on, 1528, and published several collec¬ 
tions, which tend to illustrate the Roman antiquities, on 
which he had bestowed great attention, having drawn plans 
of all the ancient monuments in Italy, and visited all the 
antiquities of the isles of Corfu, Cephalonia, and Zante. 
He went also to the Morea, and would have proceeded to 
Syria, had he not been prevented by a dangerous fever, 
which seized him at Methone. Upon his return to his own 
country, lie was appointed tutor to the sons of Anthony de 
Vienne, baron de Clervaut, with whom lie travelled into 
Germany and Italy. He had left at Montbeliard his anti¬ 
quities, which he had been collecting with so much pains ; 
and had the misfortune to lose them all when the people 
of Lorraine ravaged Franche Comte. He had now none 
left except those which he had transported to Metz, where 

1 Moreri.—Diet. Hist.—Biog. Callica, v«l. I.— Baillet Jugemcus de Savaru. 
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he himself had retired; but as it was well known that he 
intended to publish a large collection of antiquities, there 
were sent to him from all parts many sketches and draughts 
of old monuments, by which means he was enabled to fa¬ 
vour the public with his work, entitled, “ De Romanac 
urbis topographia et antiquitate.” It consists of four vo¬ 
lumes in folio, which are enriched with several prints, by 
Theodore de Bry and his sons, 1597— 1602. He pub¬ 
lished also the lives of many famous persons, with their 
portraits, entitled, “ Theatrutn vita: humanic,” divided into 
four parts, in 4to: the first printed at Francfort, 1597 ; 
the second and third in 1598; and the fourth in 1599. 
His treatise, “ De divinatione et magieis pricstigiis,” was 
not printed till after his death, which happened at Metz, 
Oct. 30, 1602. There have been two editions of it: one 
at Hainau in 1611, 4to; another at Oppenhcim in 1625, 
folio. He wrote also a book of “ Emblems,” with de Bry’s 
engravings, Francfort, 1595, 4to; “Parnassus Biceps,” 
ibid, 1627, fol. a very rare book ; and “ Habitus variantni 
orbis gentium,” 1581, fol. with plates. He published also 
some “ Poemata, Epigrammata., &c.” 1574, ifimo; but 
these are not so much esteemed as bis other performances. 
His adventure in a garden of cardinal Carpi at Rome, 
shews him a genuine antiquary. This garden was full of 
ancient marbles, and situated on the Mons Quirinalis. 
Boissard went thither one day with his friends, and imme¬ 
diately parted from them, let them return home, and con¬ 
cealed himself in some of the alleys. He employed the 
rest of the day in copying inscriptions and drawing the 
monuments; and as the garden gates were shut, he staid 
there all night. The next morning, the cardinal, finding 
him at this work, could not imagine how a stranger should 
get into his garden at an unseasonable hour ; but when he 
knew the reason of Boissard’s staying there all night, he 
ordered him a good breakfast, and gave him leave to 
copy and draw whatsoever he should think curious in his 
palace. 1 

BO I SSI (Louis de), a celebrated French comic writer 
of native wit and genuine humour, was born at Vic in 
Auvergne in 169 1 . He came early to Paris, and began to 
write for the stage. The rest of his life is a moral. As 
has often been the fate of extraordinary favourites of the 

1 Morcri —Diet. Hist—Own. Diet.—Saillet Jn ;;«■ teens de Savans.—S.ixii 
Onoaiastieon, 
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muses, though he laboured incessantly for the public, his 
works procured him only a competency of fame — he 
wanted bread, and while the theatres and coffee-houses of 
Paris were ringing with plaudits on his uncommon talents 
to promote their mirth, he was languishing, with a wife 
and child, under the pressures of the extremest poverty. 
Yet, melancholy as his situation was, he lost nothing of 
that pride, which forbid him to creep and fawn at the feet 
of a patron. Boissi had friends, who would readily have 
relieved him ; hut they were never made acquainted with 
his real condition, or had not that friendly impetuosity 
which forces assistance on the modest sulferer. lie at 
length became the prey of distress, and sunk into despon¬ 
dency. The shortest way to rid himself at once of hi* 
load of misery seemed to him to be death, on which he 
speculated with the despair of a man who has none of the 
consolations of religion, llis wife, who was no less weary 
of life, listened with participation us often as he declaimed, 
in all the warmth of poetic rapture, on the topic of delitcr- 
anee from this earthly prison, and the smiling prospects of 
futurity ; till at length she took up the resolution to ac¬ 
company him in death. But she could not bear to think 
of leaving her beloved son, of five years old, in a world of 
misery and sorrow ; it was therefore agreed to take the 
child along with them, on their passage into another and a 
better, and they made choice of starving. To this end, 
they shut themselves up m their solitary and deserted 
apartment, waiting their dissolution with immovable forti¬ 
tude. When any one came and knocked, tin y lied trem¬ 
bling into a corner, for fear of being discovered. Their 
little boy, who had not yet learned to silence the calls of 
hunger by artificial reasons, whimpering and crying, asked 
for bread ; but they always found means to quiet him. 

It occurred to one of Boissi’s friends, that it was very 
extraordinary he should never find him at home. At first 
he thought the family had changed their lodgings ; but, on 
assuring- himself of the contrary, he began to he alarmed. 
He called several times in one day, and at last burst open 
the door, when lie saw his friend, with his wife and son, 
extended on the bed, pale and emaciated, scarcely able to 
utter a sound ! The boy lay in the middle, and the hus¬ 
band and wife had their arms thrown over him. The child 
stretched out his little hands towards his deliverer, and his 
first word was—Bread ! It was now the third day that not 
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a. morsel of food had entered his lips. The parents lay 
still in a perfect stupor ; they had never heard the bursting 
open of the door, and felt nothing of the embraces of their 
agitated friend. Their wasted nes were directed towards 
the boy ; and the tenderest expressions of pity were in the 
look with which they bad last beheld hi.n, and still saw 
him dying. Their Inend hastened to take measures for 
their recovery ; but could not succeed without difficulty. 
They thought themselves already far from the troubles of 
lile, and were terrified at being suddenly brought back to 
them. Void of sense and reflection, ttiey submitted to the 
attempts that were made to recall them to lile. At length 
a thought occurred to their friend, which happily suc¬ 
ceeded. He took the eh,Id from their arms, and thus 
roused the last spark of paternal and maternal tenderness. 
He gave the eiiiid to eat; who, vs it h one hand held his 
bread, and with the oilier alternately shook his father and 
mother. It seemed at once lo rekindle the love of life in 
their hearts, on perceiving that the child bad left the bed 
and their embraces. Nature did Ler office. Their friend 
procured them strengthening broths, which he put to their 
l'ps with the utmost caution, and did not leave them till 
every symptom of restored life was fully visible. 

This transaction made much noise in Paris, and at length 
rea< bed the ears of the marchioness do Pompadour. Boissi’s 
deplorable situation moved her. She immediately sent 
him a hundred louis-d'ors, and soon after procured him 
the profitable place of editor of the Mercure de trance, 
with a pension for bis wife and child, if they outlived him. 
—His CEuvres de Theatre” arc in 9 vols. 8vo. His Italian 
comedy, in which path he is the author of numerous pieces, 
has not the merit of the above. His early satires, of which 
he had written many, being remembered, prevented his 
admission into the French academy till he was sixty years of 
age, though he was welt entitled to that honour, bv hi?, 
labours and talents, twenty years sooner. He died April, 
1658, complaining in his last moments, that his misery 
wa> not shortened by an earlier deatti, or his felicity ex¬ 
tended by longevity. 1 

BOIV1N (f< uanois de), baron of Viliams, bailifof Gex, 
in vvhicu office he was living in 16 18, maitre d'hotel to 

1 Mist —n'Alembert's Mist. of the Members of the French Academy.— 

Chaufopte.—History of the Maivhioiuis d>: i'ontnaJour, tout til. Loud. I ‘2 mo. 
1760. 
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queen dowager Louisa of France, was also serreia.ry to tut 
marechal tie Bnssac, and accompanied him into Pietnont 
under Henry II. We have hv him, “L’liisloiredes Guerre? 
de 1 homoi it, depuis 1550 jusqu’en 1561 Paris, J G07, 
4 to, and 8vo. This historian is neither elegant nor accu¬ 
rate in general; but he may be consulted with safety on 
the exploits that passed under his own observation. Boi- 
vin died very old, but at what time is not known. His 
History, continued by Cl. Malinger, appeared in 1630, 
2 vols 8 vo. 1 

BOIVIN (John), professor of Greek in the royal col¬ 
lege of Paris, was born at Montreuil l’Argild, in Upper 
Normandy. Being sent for to Paris by his elder brother, 
young Boivin soon made great progress in iiterature, in 
the languages, and especially in the knowledge of the 
Greek. He died October 2*», 1726, aged 64, member of 
the French academy, and of that of belles lettres, and 
keeper of the king’s library. He profited by this literary 
treasure, by drawing from it a variety of information, and 
to a great extent. In his private character lie was of 
gentle manners, and truly amiable. He wrote, 1. “The 
.Apology for Homer, and the Shield of Achilles, in 12mo. 

2. Translation of the Batrachomyomachia of Homer into 
French verse, under his name Latinised into Biberimero. 

3. The CLdipus of Sophocles, and the Birds of Aristo¬ 
phanes, translated into French, in 12mo. 4. Pieces of 

Greek poetry. 5. The edition of the “ Mathematici ve- 
teres,” 16i>3, in foiio. 6. A Latin life of Claude le Pele- 
tier, in 4to, written in a style rather too inilatcd. 7. A 
translation of the Byzantine history of Nicephorus Gre- 
goras, correct, elegant, and enriched with a curious pre- 
iace, and notes replete with erudition. 2 

BOIVIN (Louis), brother to the preceding, a distin¬ 
guished scholar ami pensionary of the academy of belles 
lettres, was born at Montreuil 1’Argile, and educated, lirst 
tinder the Jesuits at Rouen, and afterwards at Paris, where 
lie settled. His acquirements in literature were various 
and extensive ; but his temper, according to his own ac¬ 
count, was intractable and unsocial, enterprising, vain, and 
versatile. He was employed by several eminent magis¬ 
trates as the associate and director of their private studies ; 
but the litigiousness of his disposition involved him in 
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trie at i rouble and cxpenee. Ilf* published same learned 
dissertations on historical subjects, in the “ Memo rs of 
the Academy of Belles I.ettres,” and made threat progress 
towards a new c«.otio:i of Josephus. He died in 1724, need 

- - i ° 

i yea rs. 

BO. A) a pious and useful c lergyman of Leices¬ 

tershire, was horn at Leieo. ;er in ICT.", and at the age of 
ftu en had made sneii progress in letters a;. Lo he m.'wicu- 
1 sted at St. John's college, then bridge. Ilax in;*- tu;,en the 

decree of 15. A. in nets, ho retired to Hinckley m Leices¬ 
tershire, xviiere lie engaged ;:i tr:idim>j a smaiJ endowed 
school, and retained tint! employment until 17 »2, at the 
humble salary of 1 Ol. /wr annum. At the usual age, he 
teas admitted into holy orders to serve the curacy of Stoney 
Stanton near Hinckley. It appiars from the parish regis¬ 
ter, that he commenced bis parochial duties in M.;y 17u2; 
and the rare of the parish. v\as e-mli.h* 1 to h.m, ids rector 
then residing on another benefice. L’is stipend was only 
3o/. a year, as tie.- living was a small one, briny- then in the 
open-hehl state. Nor does >t appear tlr- i he end made 
any saving in money from the prouts of in- school—all toe 
property he seems to have brought noth him to Ids curacy 
was, Ins chamber furniture, and a library, more valuable 
for being select than.extensive. W;:*ru Mr. Bold was ex¬ 
amined for orders, his diocesan (Dr. Jam...* Gardiner, 
bishop of Lincoln) was so much pleased with Ins profi¬ 
ciency in sacred learning, that he had dctoiv.i.m, I t > make 
Mr. Bold his domestic chaplain : bni. tie.; good bishop's 
death soon after closed his prospect of preferment as soon 
as ii was opened in that quarter; and Mr Bold framed his 
plan of life and studies upon a system of rigid ccconomy 
and strict attention to his professional duties, which never 
varied during the fifty years he passed afterwards on his 
curacy. Remote from polished and literary society, which 
he was calculated both to enjoy and to adorn, he dili¬ 
gently performed the duties of an able and orthodox 
divine; a good writer; an excellent preacher, and an 
attentive parisli priest. He appears, from the early age of 
2 t years, to haxe formed his plan of making himself a 
living sacrifice for the benefit of his Hock ; an d to have de¬ 
clined preferment (which was afterward offered to him) 
with a view of making his example and doctrine the more 
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striking and effective, by bis permanent residence and la- 
bv-fs in one and the same place. He app a.-, to have be- 
gu., his ecclesiastical labours in a spirit of sel -uemal, 
humility, charity, and piety. He had talents ilia' might 
have rendered liim conspicuous any where, and an impres¬ 
sive anu correct delivery His life was severe (so far as 
respected himself) ; his studies incessant; his spiritual 
labours for the churclt and his flock, ever invariably the 
same. Ilis salary, we hate already mentioned, was only 
30/. a year, which was never increased, and of which he 
paid at firs. «/. then J2/. and lastly 16/. a year, for his 
hoard. It nee: s scarcely be said that the most rigid (eco¬ 
nomy was requ site, and practised, to enable him to sub¬ 
sist : much more to save out of this pittance for beneficent 
purposes. Yet he continued to give away annually, 5l.; 
and saved 5/. more with a view to more permanent chari¬ 
ties : upon the rest lie lived. His daiiv iare consisted of 
water-gruel fur his breakfast ; a plate from the farmer’s 
table, with whom he boarded, supplied bis dinner; after 
dinner, one half pint of ale, of his own brewing, was his 
only luxury ; he took no tea, and his supper was upon 
milk-pottage. With this slender fare his frame was sup¬ 
ported under the labour of his various parochial duties. In 
the winter, he read and wrote by the farmer’s live-side ; in 
the summer, in his own room. At Midsummer, he bor¬ 
rowed a horse lor a day or two, to pay short visits beyond 
a walking distance. lie visited ali hi-. parishioners, ex¬ 
horting, reproving, consoling, instructing them. 

The last six jears of his life he was unable to officiate 
publicly ; and was obliged to obtain assistance from the 
Jiev. Charles Cooper, a clergyman who resided in the 
parish on a small patrimonial property, with whom he. di¬ 
vided lii> salary, making up the deficiency from his savings. 
Mr. Hold’s previous saving of 5/. annually, for the pre¬ 
ceding four or live and forty years (and that always put out 
to interest) enabled him to procure this assistance, and to 
Continue his little charities, as well as to support himself, 
though the price of boarding was just doubled upon him 
from his first entrance on the cure, from 8/. to 16/. a year. 
But, from the annual saving even of so small a sum as 5/. 
with accumulating interest during that term, he not only 
procured assistance for the last years of his life, but 
actually left by his will securities for the payment of be¬ 
quests to the amount of between two and three hundred 
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pounds: of which 100/. was bequeathed to some of his 
nearest relations; 100/. to the farmer’s family in which he 
died, to requite their attendance in his latter end, and with 
which a s.»n of the family was enabled to set up in a little 
farm ; and 40/. more he directed to be placed out at inte¬ 
rest, of which interest one half is paid at Christmas to the 
poorer inhabitants who attend at church; ami the oilier, 
for a sermon once a year, in Lent, “ on the duty of the 
people to attend to the instructions of the minister whom 
the bishop of the diocese should set over them.” 

This very Miiguiar and exemplary clergyman, whose 
character it is impossible to contemplate without admira¬ 
tion, died Oct. «jy, 1751. He wrote for the use of his 
parishioners the following practical tracts. 1. “The sin 
and danger of neglecting the Public Service of the Church,” 
1745, 8vo, one ol the books distributed by the Society for 
promoting Christian know ledge. 12 . “ Religion the most 
dehgiitiul employment, <k.c.” 3. “ The duty of worthily 

communicating. ’ 

BOLEN, or BOLKVN (Annk), second wife of king 
Henry VIII. was horn in 1507. Si u* was daughter of sir 
Thomas Bolen, afterwards earl of Wiltshire and i htnonde, 
by Elizabeth, daughter of Thomas Howard, cuke oi Nor¬ 
folk. W non she was Imt seven years of age, she was carried 
over to France with the king’s sister Mary, who was mar¬ 
ried to Lewis XII. And though, upon 'lie t'cnch king’s 
death, the queen dowager returned to England, yet Anne 
Bolen was so highly esteemed at the court ot France, that 
Claude, the wife of Francis 1. retained her in her service 
lor some years; and after her death in 1 V:; t, the duchess 
of Alenzon, the king’s sister, kept her in her court during 
her stay in that kingdom. It. is probable, that she returned 
li'om thence with her father, from hi?, embassy in 1 j_27 ; and 
was soon preferred to the place of m i l of mmoor to tnc 
queen. She continued wi.bout the least imputation upon 
her character, till her unfortunate fail gov. m-cesion to 
some malicious writers to defame her in ad the gaits ot it. 
Upon her coming to the English court, the lo.u iVrcy, 
eldest son of the earl of Northumberland, being then a 
domestic of cardinal YVolsey, made nis ;uid.< s*e.- to her, 
and proceeded so far, as to engage himself to marry her; 
and her consent shews, that she had then no aspirings to 
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the cr.uvn. But the cardinal, upon some private reasons, 
Using threats and other methods, with great cliiticubv put 
an end to that nobleman's design. It was probably about 
J52H, that the kinur hi g:m to shew some favour to her, 
which enust d many to believe, that the whole process with 
regard to ins divorce from queen Catherine was moved, by 
the unseen springs of that secret passion. But it is not rea¬ 
sonable to imagine, that the engagement oi the k.-.g’s ‘flec¬ 
tion i ) any other person gave the rise to that aiLur ior so 
saga ions a courtier as Wolsey would have infallibly dis¬ 
covered it, and not have projected a marriage with the 
French king’s siMer, as he ciid not long In-tore, if he had 
seen ins master piepossv ssed. The supposition is much 
more reasonable, t. at his majesty, conceiving himself in a 
manner uischurgcd of his former marriage, gave a full 
liberty to his affections, which began to settle upon JVirs. 
Bob n ; who, in September l‘hi2, was created marchioness 
of Pembroke, in order (hat she might he raised by degree's 
to the height for which she was designed ; and on the 2 . f th 
of January following was married to the king, the oliice 
being performed bv Rowland Loo, afterwards bishop of 
Coventry and Lichfield, vvitii great piivacy, though in the 
presence of her uncle the duke of Norfolk, her fattier, 
mother, and brother. On the 1st of June, 1533, she was 
crowned queen of England with such pomp and solemnity, 
as was answerable to the magnificence of his majesty’s 
temper i anti every one admired her conduct, who had so 
long managed the spirit of a king so violent, as neither to 
surfeit him with too much fondness, nor to provoke with too 
much reserve. Her being so soon with child gave hopes of 
«i numerous issue ; and those, who loved the reformation, 
entertained the greatest hopes from her protection, as they 
knew she favoured them. On the 13th or 14th of Septem¬ 
ber following, she brought forth a daughter, christened 
Elizabeth, afterwards the renowned queen of England, 
Cranmer, archbishop of Canterbury, being her god-father. 

liut the year 153G proved fatal to her majesty ; and her 
ruin was in ail probability occasioned by those who began 
to be distinguished by the name of the ltomish party. For 
the king now proceeding botli at home and abroad in ihe 
point of reformation, they found that the interest which 
the queen had in liim was the grand support of that cause. 
She had risen, not only in his esteem, but likewise in that 
of the nation in general; for in the last nine months of 
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her life, slie gave above fourteen thousand pounds to the 
poor, and was engaged in several noble and public designs. 
But. these virtues could not secure her against the artifices 
of a bigoted party, which received an additional force 
from several other circumstances, that contributed to her 
destruction. Soon after queen Catharine’s death in Jan. 

1535-u, she was brought to bed of a dead sou, which was 
believed to have made a bad impression on the king’s mind; 
and as he had concluded from the death of his sons by 
his former queen, that the marriage was displeasing to 
God, so he might upon this misfortune begin to have the 
same opinion of his marriage with queen Anne. It was 
also considered by some courtiers, that now queen Catha¬ 
rine was dead, his majesty might marry another wife, and 
be fully reconciled with the pope and the emperor, and 
the issue by any other marriage would never he questioned; 
whereas, while queen Anne lived, the ground of the con¬ 
troversy still remained, and her marriage being accounted 
null from the beginning, would never be allowed by the 
court of Rome, or any of that party. With these reasons 
of state the king’s own passions too much concurred ; for 
he now entertained a secret love for die lady Jane Sey¬ 
mour, who had all the charms of youth and beauty, and 
an humour tempered between the gravity of queen Catha¬ 
rine, and the gaiety of queen Anne. Her majesty there¬ 
fore perceiving the alienation of the king’s heart, used all 
possible arts to recover that affection, the decay of which 
she was sensible of ; hut the success was quite contrary to 
what she designed. For he saw her no more with those 
eyes which siie had formerly captivated ; but gave way to 
jealousy, and ascribed her caresses to some other criminal 
passion, of which he began to suspect her. Her chearful 
temper indeed was not always limited within the hounds of 
exact decency and discretion ; and her brother the lord 
Rochford’s wife, a woman of no virtue, being jealous of 
her husband and her, possessed the king with her own ap¬ 
prehensions. Henry Norris, groom of the stole, William 
Brereton, and sir Francis Weston, who were of the king’s 
privy chamber, and Mark Smeton, a musician, were by 
the queen’s enemies thought too officious about her ; and 
something was pretended to have been sworn by the la ly 
W ingfield at her death, which determined the king: but 
the particulars are not known. It is reported likewise, 
that when the king held a tournament at Greenwich on the 
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1st of May, 1536, he was displeased at the queen for 
letting her handkerchief fall to one, who was supposed a 
favour te, and who wiped his face with it. Wnatev er the 
case was, the king returned suddenly from Greenwich to 
Whitehall, and immediately ordered her to be confined to 
her chamber, and lur brot: cr, with the four persons above- 
mentioned, to be committed to the Tower, and lierst If to 
be sent after them the day fudowim/. On the river some 
privy counsellors came to examine her, but she made deep 
proiestaiions of her innoci nee ; and as she landed at the 
Tower, she fell down on her kin cs, and prayed Heaven 
“ so to assist her, as she was free from the crimes laid to 
her charge.” 'The confusion she was in soon raised a storm 
of vapours within lur; sometimes she laughed, and at 
other times wept excessively. She was also devout and 
light by turns ; one while she stood upon her vindication, 
and at other tiim s confessed some* indiscretions, which 
uiion rccollet-:ion she’, denied. All about her took advan¬ 
tage from any word. Unit ti ll from her, and sent it imme¬ 
diately to court. The duke of Norfolk and others, who 
came to examine her, the better to make discoveries, tolcl 
her, that Norris and Sineton had accused her; which, 
though false, had this t licet on her, that it induced her to 
own some slight acts ol indiscretion, which, though no ways 
essential, tetahy alienated the king from her. Yet whe¬ 
ther even these small acknowledgments were real truths, 
or the cilects ol imagination and hysterical emotions, is 
very uncerta’n. On the 12th of May, Norris, Brereton, 
\V esion, anil Sineton, were tried m W estminster-hall. 
Smetun is said by Dr. Burnet to have confessed the fact ; 
hut the lord Herbert’s silence in this matter imports him to 
have been of a diflerent opinion ; to which may be added, 
tha. Cromwell’s letter io the king takes notice, that only 
some circumstances were confessed by Sineton. However, 
they were all four found guilty, and executed oil the 17th 
of May. (fit the f.-itn ol’which month, the queen, and her 
brother ilic* lord Itochford, were tried by their peers in 
the Tower, and coikU mned to die. Y'et all this did not 
satisfy die enraged king, who resolved likewise to illegiti¬ 
mate his daughter Elizabeth; and, in order to that, to an¬ 
nul his marriage wirii the queen, upon pretence of a pre¬ 
contract between her and the lord Percy, now earl of Nor- 
thumhc laud, who solemnly denied it; though the queen 
was prevailed upon to acknowledge, that there were some 
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just and lawful impediments against her marriage with the 
king ; and upon this a sentence of divorce was pronounced 
by tnc archbishop, ami afterwards confirmed in the convo¬ 
cation and pari.ament. On the } yth of May, she was 
brought to a scaiiold within the Tower, where she was 
prevailed upon, out of regard to her daughter, to make no 
reflections on the hardships she had sustained, nor to say 
am thing touching the grounds on which sentence passed 
against her; only she desned, that “ all would judge the 
best.” Her head heing severed from her body, they were 
both put into an ordinary chest, and buried in the chapel 
in the Tower. 

Her death was much lamented by many, as she had been 
an eminent patroness of men of learning and genius, and 
in at. other respects of a most generous and charitable dis¬ 
position ; and it ts highly probable, that, if she had lived, 
the vast sums of money, which were raised by the sup¬ 
press on of religious houses, would have been employed in 
the promotion of the most public ami valuable purposes.' 

BOLi.ANDUS (John), a learned Jesuit, was born at 
Tillemont, in the .Netherlands, Aug. Id, 1596, and at 
sixteen, a very usual age, entered ihe society of the Je¬ 
suits, and soon became distinguished as a teacher, both in 
the Netherlands, and in other countries. What entitles 
him to notice here, is the share he had in that voluminous 
work, the * £ Lives of the Saints,” or “ Acta Sanctorum.” 
The history of tnis work is not uninteresting, although the 
work itself, otherwise tuan for occasional consultation, 
defies time and patience. The design of this vast collec¬ 
tion was first projected by fattier Hestbert lloseweide, a 
Jesuit of the age of sixty, and consequently too far ad¬ 
vanced to execute much of his plan, which was to extend 
no farther than eighteen volumes folio, a trifle in those 
days, had he begun earlier. In 16u7, however, he began 
by printing the manuscript lives of some saints, which he 
happened to find in the Netherlands; but death put an 
end to his labours in 1029. It was then entrusted to Bol- 
laiuius, who wib about this time thirty-four years of age, 
and who removed to Antwerp for the purpose. After exa¬ 
mining Roseweide’s collections, he established a general 
correspondence over all Europe, instructing his friends to 

' Birni*s Lives to Hniilira ken’s Hearts.—Lo,life's Lives lo Holbein's ditto.— 
Burnet’., lii-t. >.f tin; I’tt'.imatmn.—Kr.pin, Hume, ami Henry's Hist, of Eng¬ 
land, &.c.— J’aik's edition of Walpole’s Koyal and Noble Authors, 
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search every library, register, or reposjtory of any kind, 
where information might be fouiul; but becoming soon 
sensible of the weight of his undertaking, he called in the 
assistance of another Jesuit, Uenschenius of Guelderland, 
younger than himself, more healthy, and equally qualified 
in other respects. With this aid he was enabled in 1641 
to publish the first two volumes, folio, which contain the 
lives of the saints of the month of January, the order of 
the Kalendar having been preferred. In 1658 he pub¬ 
lished those of February ; and two years after, his labours 
still enercasing, be had another associate, father Daniel 
Paperbroch, at that time about thirty-two years old, whom 
he sent with Uenschenius to Italy and France to collect 
manuscripts, but he died before the public ation of another 
volume, Sept. 12, 166 5 . After bis death the work a as 
continued by various bands, called Bollandists, until it 
amounted to forty-two folio volumes, the last published 
17 53, winch, after all, bring down the lives only to the 
fourteenth of September. In such an undertaking, much 
legendary matter must be expected, and many absurdities 
and fictions. Dupin allows that Bollandus was more par¬ 
tial to popular traditions than Uenschenius and Paperbroch, 
yet it w'ould appear that they found it difficult to please 
the taste of the dilferent orders of monks, 6ic. who were 
to he edified by the work. Bollandus published separately: 

1. “ Vita S. Liborii Episcopi,” Antwerp, 1648, 8vo. 

2. “Brevis Noti'.ia Italia-,” ibid. 1648. 3. “ Breves No- 

litias triplici status, Ecclesiastici, Monastic! et Saccularis,” 
ibid. 1648. 1 

BOLLIOUD-MERMET (Louis), a French writer, w-as 
born at Lyons, Feb. 13, 1709, of a distinguished family, 
and died there in 1793. He wrote, 1. “ De la corruption 
du gout dans la Musique Frangaise,” 1745, 12mo. 2. “ De 
la Bibliomania,” 1761, 8vo, a subject since so ably 
handled by Mr. Dibdin. 3. “ Discours sur l’Emulation,” 
1763, 8vo. 4. “ Essai sur la lecture,” 1763, 8vo. He 
left in manuscript a history of the academy of Lyons, of 
which lie was sec.retar}', and after fifty years attendance at 
their sittings, pronounced a discourse entitled “ Reno¬ 
vation des voeux litteraires,” which was afterwards pub¬ 
lished. * 

1 Dupin.—Moreri.— Foppen Dibl. Be-'trie.—Saxii Onomast. 

'* Diet. Hi-t. 
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BOLOGNESE. See GRIMALDI. 

BO'..SEC (.Jerome), a writer, whose whole merit was. 
inventing abominable lies and absurdities against the first 
reformers in the sixteenth century; and, bv this means 
supplying popish missionaries with matter of invective 
against them, he was often quoted, and became respected, 
lie was a Carmelite of Paris, who, having preached some¬ 
what freely in St. Barm dornew’s church, forsook his order, 
and tied into Italy, where he set up for a physician, 
and married ; bn soon alter committed some crime, for 
which he was omen away. He set up afterwards in 
Geneva as a physician ; but not succeeding in that 
profession, lie studied divinity. At first he dogma¬ 
tic a ornately on the mystery of predestination, ac- 
c , v ;ug to the principles of Pelagius; and afterwards 
had the boldness to make a public discourse against 
tbc received opinion. Upon this, Calvin went to see 
him, and censured him mildly. Then he sent for him 
to his house, a: d endeatoured to reclaim him from his 
error ; but tins did not lander Jiolsec from delivering in 
public an instating discourse against the decree of eternal 
predestination. Calvin was among his auditors; hut, 
biiiing himself in the crowd, was not seen by Bolscc, 
which made him tbc bolder. As soon as Bolscc had ended 
his sermon, Calvin stood up, and confuted all he had been 
raying. “ He answered, overset, and confounded him,” 
says Be/.a, “ with so many testimonies from the word of 
God, vvitii so m.ny passages, chielly from St. Augustine— 
in short, with so many solid arguments, that every body 
was miserably ashamed for him, except the brazen-faced 
monk himself.” On this, a magistrate who was present 
in that assembly, sent him to prison. The cause was dis¬ 
cussed very fully, and at last, with the advice of the Swiss 
churches, the senate of Geneva declared Bolsec convicted 
of sedition and Pelagian ism; and as such, in 1551, ba¬ 
nished him from the territory of the republic, on pain of 
being whipped if he should return thither. He retired 
into a neighbouring place, which depended on the canton 
ol Bern, and raised a great deal of disturbance there, by 
accusing Calvin of making God the author of sin. Calvin, 
to prevent the impressions which such complaints might 
make upon the gentlemen of Bern, caused himself to be 
deputed to them, and pleaded his cause before them. He 
was so fortunate, that though he could not get a deter- 
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mination upon his doctrine, whether it was true or false, 
yet Bolsec was ordered to quit the country. 

He returned to France, and applied himself to the Pro¬ 
testants; first at Paris, afterwards at Orleans, lie shewed 
a great desiie to be promoted to the ministry, and to be 
reconciled to the church of Geneva; but the persecution 
that arose against the Protestants, maue him resolve to 
take up his first religion, and the practice of physic. He 
went and settled at Autun, and prostituted his wife to the 
canons of that place; and to ingratiate himself the more 
with the Papists, exerted a most flaming zeal against the 
reformed. He changed iiis habitation often : he lived at 
Lyons in 1582, as appears by the title of a book, which 
he caused to he printed then at. Paris against Beza, and 
died there in the same year. The hook just mentioned is 
entitled “The history of the life, doctrine, and behaviour 
of Theodoras Beza, called the spectable and great minister 
of Geneva.” This was preceded by the “ History of the 
life, actions, doctrine, constancy, and death of John 
Calvin, heretofore minister of Geneva,” which was printed 
at Lyons, in 1577. Botli these histories are altogether 
unworthy of credit, as well because they are written by an 
author full of resentment, as because they contain facts 
notoriously false. 1 

BOLSWLRT, or BOLSULRD (Boetius Adam a), 
was an engraver, of Antwerp, who flourished about lf>20; 
but by what master ho was instructed in the art of en¬ 
graving, does not appear. He imitated the free open 
style of the BJocmarts with great success ; and perhaps 
perfected himself in their school. When he worked from 
Rubens, he altered that style ; and his plates are neater, 
fuller ot colour, and more highly finished. The two fol¬ 
lowing from this master may be here mentioned : 1. The 

Resurrection of Lazarus, a large upright plate. 2. The 
Last Supper, its companion. Basan, speaking of this print, 
says, that it proves by its beauty, and the knowledge with 
which it is engraved, that Boetius could sometimes equal 
his brother Scheltius. * 

BOLSWLRT, or BOLSUERD (Scheltius a'), an ad¬ 
mirable engraver, was the brother of the preceding. The 
time ol his birth and of his death, and the name of the 
master he studied under, are equally unknown. Bolswert, 

1 Gen. Diet.—Moshritn.—Morti'i —Loza's life of Calvin.—Saxii Onomasf 

* Stri.tt’s Dictionary. 
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iike his brother, worked entirely with the graver. His 
general character as an an artist is well drawn by Basan, 
who says : “ We have a large number of prints, which are 
held in great esteem, by this artist, from various masters ; 
but especially from Rubens, whose pictures he has copied 
with all possible knowledge, taste, and great effect. The 
freedom with which this excellent artist handled the graver, 
the picturesque roughness of etching, which he could 
imitate without any other assisting instrument, and the 
ability he possessed of distinguishing the different masses 
of colours, have always been admired by the connoisseurs, 
and give him a place in the number of those celebrated 
engravers whose prints ought to be considered as models 
by all historical engravers, who are desirous of rendering 
their works as useful as they are agreeable, and of ac¬ 
quiring a reputation as lasting as it is justly merited.” He 
drew excellently, and without any manner of his own; 
for his prints are the exact transcripts of the pictures he 
engraved from. His best works, though not always 
equally neat or finished, are always beautiful, and mani¬ 
fest the hand of the master. Sometimes we find his en¬ 
gravings are in a hold, free, open style ; as the Brazen 
Serpent; the Marriage of the Virgin, ike. from Rubens. 
At other times they are very neat, and sweetly finished ; 
as, the Crowning with Thorns, and the Crucifixion, &c. 
from Vandvck. Mr. Strutt observes, that his boldest en¬ 
gravings are from Rubens, and his neatest from Vandyck 
and Jordan. How greatly Bolswert varied his manner of 
engraving appears from some prints, which, like the 
greater part of those of nis brother Boetius, bear great re¬ 
semblance to the free engravings of the Bloemarts, and to 
those of Frederic Bloemart especially ; and form a part of 
the plates for a large folio volume entitled “ Academie de 
1’Espee,” by Girard Thibault of Antwerp, where it was 
published A.D. 1628 ; and to these he signs his name 
“ Scheltius,” and sometimes “ Sclielderic Bolswert,” ad¬ 
ding the word Bruxelle. His w r orks are pretty numerous, 
and his name is usually affixed to his plates in this manner: 
“ S. A. Bolswert.” * 

BOLTON, or BOULTON (Edmund), an ingenious 
writer and antiquary, in the beginning of the seventeenth 
century, was a retainer to the great George Viiiters, duke 
•f Buckingham, under whom he probably enjoyed some 


* Strutt’* Dictionary. 
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office. He was a Roman catholic ; and distinguished him¬ 
self by the following curious writings; 1. “ The Life of 
king Henry II • ” intended to be inserted in Speed’s Ciuo- 
nicle; but the author being too partial to Thomas Bucket, 
another life was written by Dr. Barcham. 2. “ The Ele¬ 
ments of Armories,” Lond. 1610, 4to. 3. A poem upon 
the translation of the body of Mary queen of Scots, from 
Peterburgh to Westminster-abbey, in 1612, entitled “Pro¬ 
sopopoeia Basilica,” a MS. in the Cottonian library. 4. 
An English translation of Lucius Florus’s Roman History.. 
5. “ Nero Caesar, or Monarchic depraved. An historical! 
worke, dedicated with leave to the duke of Buckingham, 
lord-admiral,” Lond. 1624, fol. This book, which con¬ 
tains the life of the emperor Nero, is printed in a neat 
and elegant manner, and illustrated with several curious 
medals. In recapitulating the affairs of Britain, from the 
time of Julius Cirsar to the revolt under Nero, he relates 
the history of Boadieea, and endeavours to prove that 
Stonehenge is a monument erected to her memory. How 
much he differs from the conjectures of the other anti¬ 
quaries who have endeavoured to trace the history of 
Stonehenge, it would be unnecessary to specify. He 
wrote also, 6. “Vindiciaj Britaimicie, or London righted 
by rescues and recovc ties of antiquities of Britain in gene¬ 
ral, and of London in particular, against unwarrantable 
prejudices, and historical antiquations amongst the learned ; 
for the more honour, and perpetual just uses of the noble, 
island and the cityc” It consists of seven chapters. In 
the first, he treats “ of London before the Britann rebells 
sackt and fired it in hatred and defiance of Nero.” In the 
second he shows, that “ London was more great and fa¬ 
mous in Nero’s days, than that it should be within the 
description, which Julius Cicsar makes of a barbarous Bri¬ 
tann town in bis days.” In the third, lie proves, “ that 
the credit of Julius Caisar’s writings may 'subsist, and yet 
London retain the opinion of utmost antiquity.” In the 
fourth, “ the same fundamental assertion is upholden with 
other, and with all sorts of arguments or reasons.” The 
fifth bears this title, “ The natural face of the seat of 
London (exactly described in this section) most sufficiently 
proved, that it was most autiently inhabited, always pre¬ 
supposing reasonable men in Britain.” The sixth contains 
a copious and serious disquisition about the old book of 
Brute, and of the authority thereof, especially so far forth 
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as concerns the present cause of the honour and antiquity 
of London, fundamentally necessary in general to our na¬ 
tional history.” The last chapter is entitled, “ Special, as 
well historical, as other illustrations, for the use of the 
coins iu my Nero Caesar, concerning London in and before 
tiiat time.” This MS. (for it never was printed) was in the 
possession of Hugh Howard, esq and afterwards sold among 
Tnomas Hawhnson’s to Endvnnon Porter. Mr. Bolton was 
also author of “ Hypcreritica, or a rule of judgement for 
writing or reading our histories. Delivered in four super- 
censorian addresses by occasion of a censorian epistle, 
prefixed by sir Henry Savile, knt. to his edition of some 
of our oldest historians iu Latin, dedicated to the late 
queen Elizabeth. Thai according thereunto, a complete 
body of our aifairs, a Corpus Jierum Anglicarutn may at 
last, and from among our ourselves, come happily forth iu 
either of the tongues. A felicity wanting to our nation, 
now when eu-n the name thereof is as it were at an end.” 
It was published by Dr. Hall, at the end of “ Triveti An¬ 
nates,” Oxford, 1722, 8vo. Bolton likewise intended to 
compose a “General History of England, or an entire and 
complete body of English affairs;” and there is in the 
Cottonian collection, the outline of a book entitled “ Agon 
Heroicus, or concerning Arms and Armories,” a copy of 
which is in the Biog. Bntannica. Tiie time and place of 
his death are unknown. 1 

BOLTON (Robert), an eminent puritan divine, and 
one of the best scholars of his time, was born at Blackburn 
in Lancashire, in 1572, and educated in queen Elizabeth’s 
frce-school in that place, where he made such proficiency 
as to be accounted a young man of extraordinary talents 
and industry. In his eighteenth year he went to Oxford, 
and entered of Lincoln college, under the tuitioti of Mr. 
John Randal, where he went through a course of logic and 
philosophy with' distinguished approbation, and particu¬ 
larly took pains to acquire a critical knowledge of Greek, 
transcribing the whole of Homer with his own hand. By 
this diligence he attained a greater facility than was then 
usual, writing, and even disputing, in Greek with great 
correctness and fluency. From Lincoln he removed to 
Brazen-nose, in hopes of a fellowship, as that society con- 

1 Bwj, Brit. — W-rtou’s Ilist. of Poetry, vol. 111. p. 275—2"$.—Ritson’s 
Biiiliojf. Poetics. 
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sisted most of Lincolnshire and Cheshire men 1 * 


he took ids has nctor’s dvgrce in this . s 
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putation advancing rapidly, he wa- successively * nosen 
reader of the lectures on logic, ami on moral un i natural 
philosophy in his college. In I ftu wii.-ii king dames 
came to Oxford, the vice-chancellor ( Vhnot, afterwards 
archhish,>p of Canterbury) appointed him to read in natural 
phil osopiiy in the public schools, and to be one of the 
disputants before his majesty. Afterwards he increased 
his stock of learning by metaphysics, mathematics, and 
scholastic divinity. About this time, one Andertun, a 
countryman and schoolfellow, and a zealous Roman ca¬ 
tholic, endeavoured to seduce him to that lvhgiou, and a 
place of private conference was fixed, hut Amlerton not 
keeping his appointment, the affair .iropped. Mr Bolton, 
with ail his learning, had been almost equally noted for 
immorality, hut about his thirty-four h year, reformed his 
life and manners, and became distinguished for regularity 
and piety. In 1609, about two years afte. - tie entered imo 
holy orders, which he did very late in lift, he was pre¬ 
sented to the living of Bro giiton in North.nnpt jnshire, by 
Mr. afterwards sir Augustine Nicolls, serjeant at law, who 
sent for him to his cliumhi rs in Serjeant’s Inn and gave 
him the presentation. Dr. King, bishop of London, being 
by accident there at the same time, thanked the serjeant 
for what he had done for Broughton, lnit told him that he 
had deprived the university of a singular ornament. He 
then went to his living and remained on it until his death, 
Dec. 17, 1631. He was, says Wood, a painful and con¬ 
stant preacher, a person of great zeal in his duty, cha¬ 
ritable and bountiful, and particularly skilled in resolving 
the doubts of timid Christians. Of his works, the most 
popular in his time, was “ A Discourse on Happiness.” 
Lond. 1611, 4to, which was eagerly bought up, and went 
through six editions at least in his life-time. He published 
also various single and volumes of sermons, a list of which 
may be seen in Wood. After his death Edward Bagshavv, 
esq. published “ Mr. Bolton’s last and learned work of the 
Four last Things, Death, Judgment, Hell, and Heaven, 
with an Assize Sermon, and Funeral Sermon for his patron 
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Judge Nichols,” Lond. 1633. Prefixed to this is the life 
of Mr. Bolton, to which all his subsequent biographers 
have been indebted. 1 

BOLTON (Robert), dean of Carlisle, was born in Lon¬ 
don in April 1697, and was the only surviving child of 
Mr. John Bolton, a merchant iu that city, whom lie lost 
when he was but three years old. He was first educated in 
a school at Kensington, and was admitted a commoner at 
Wadham college, Oxford, April 12, 1712. He was after¬ 
wards elected a scholar of that house, where he took his 
degree of B. A. in 171 5, and of M. A. June 13, 1718, ex¬ 
pecting to be elected fellow in his turn ; but in this he was 
disappointed, and appealed, without success, to the bishop 
of Bath and Wells, the visitor. In July 1719 he removed 
to Hart Hall; and on the 20th December following, was 
ordained a deacon, in the cathedral church of St. Paul, by 
Dr. John Robinson, bishop of London. lie then went to 
reside at Fulham, and seems to have passed two years there: 
for he was ordained priest by the same bishop in the cha¬ 
pel of Fulham palace, April 11, 172 1. While at Fulham 
he became acquainted with Mrs. Grace Butler of Rowdell 
in Sussex, on whose daughter Elizabeth he wrote an epi¬ 
taph, which is placed in Twickenham church-yard, where 
she was buried. This epitaph gave occasion to some verses 
by Pope, which appear in Bullhead's life of-that, poet, 
and were communicated to the author by the lion. Mr. 
Yorke, who probably did not know that they first appeared 
iu the Prompter, a periodical paper. No. VIII. and after¬ 
wards in the works of Aaron llill, who by mistake ascribes 
the character of Mrs. Butler to Pope. 

Being chosen senior fellow of Dulwich college, he went 
to reside there, March 10, 1722, where he remained three 
years, and resigned his fellowship May 1, 1725. About 
this time lie removed to Kensington, living upon a small 
fortune he possessed ; and here he appears to have beeome 
acquainted with the celebrated Whiston ; and partly, as it 
is said, by his recommendation, became known to sir Jo¬ 
seph Jekyll, master of the rolls, by whom he was ap¬ 
pointed his domestic chaplain, and, in 1729, preacher at 
the Rolls, on the resignation of Dr. Butler, afterwards 
bishop of Durham. This connection introduced him to 

1 I.ife ubi supra—Ath. Ox. I.—Fuller’s Worthies anti Abel Redivivus.— 
Clark’s F.ecl. History.—Grander, aud a blunder committed by him corrected iu 
Uent. AE.g. vol. XLVIIf. p. 75. 
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the patronage of lord Hardwicke, by whose means', in 1734, 
lie was promoted to the deanery of Carlisle, and, in 1733, 
to ihe vicarage of St. Mary’s Reading. He had his degree 
of doctor of civil law from the archbishop of Canterbury, 
Jan. 13, 1734, and w r ent to reside at Carlisle in 1733. Both 
these preferments, the only ones he ever received, he held 
until the time of his death. He was an excellent parish- 
priest, and a good preacher, charitable to the poor, and 
having from his own valetudinary state acquired some know¬ 
ledge of physic, he kindly assisted them by advice and 
medicine. He was greatly beloved by his parishioners, 
and deservedly ; for he performed every part of his duty 
in a truly exemplary manner. On Easter Tuesday in 173y 
he preached one of the spital sermons at St. Bride’s, f leet- 
street, which was afterwards printed in 4to, hut we do 
not find that, he aspired to the character of an author, 
though so well qualified for it, until late in life. His first 
performance was entitled “ A Letter to a lady on Card¬ 
playing on the Lord’s day, 8vo, 17 18; setting forth in a 
lively ami forcible manner the many evils attending the 
pract ice of gaming on Sundays, and of an immoderate at¬ 
tachment to that fatal pursuit at any time. In 17 )0 ap¬ 
peared “ The Employment of Time-, three essays,” 8vo, 
dedicated to lord llardwieke; the most popular of our 
author’s performances, and, on its original publication, 
generally ascribed to Gilbert West. In this work two dis¬ 
tinguished and exemplary female diameters are supposed 
to he those of lady Anson and lady Heathcote, lord Hard- 
tvieke’s daughters. The next year, 1751, produced “ The 
Deity’s delay in punishing the guilty considered on the 
principles of reason,” 8vo ; and in 1755, “ An answer to 
the question, Where are your arguments against what von 
call lewdness, if you can make no use of the Bible r” 8vo. 
Continuing to combat the prevailing vices of the times, he 
published in 1757, “A Letter to an officer of the army 
on Travelling on Sundays,” 8vo ; and, in the same year, 
44 The Ghost of Ernest, great grandfather of her royal 
highness the princess dowager of Wales, with some ac¬ 
count of his life,” Svo. Each of the above performances 
contains good sense, learning, philanthropy, and religion, 
and each of them is calculated for the advantage of society. 

The last work which. Dr. Bolton gave the public was not 
the least valuable. It was entitled “ Letters and Tracts on 
the Choice of Company, and other subjects,” 17ol, Svo. 
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'Fins he dedicated to his early patron, lord Hardwicke, to 
whom he had inscribed The Employment of Time, and 
who at this period was no longer chancellor. In his address 
to this nobleman he says, “ An address to your lordship on 
this occasion in the usual style would as ill suit your incli¬ 
nations as it doth my age and profession. We are both of 
us on the confines of eternity, anti should therefore alike 
make truth our care, that truth which, duly influencing our 
practice, will he the security of our eternal happiness. 
Distinguished by my obligations to your lordship, I 
would be so bv tuv acknowledgments of them : I would not 
be thought to have only then owned them when they might 
have been augmented. Whatever testimony I gave of 
respect to you when in the highest civil office under your 
prince, I would express the same when you have resigned 
it ; and shew as strong an attachment to lord Hardwicke as 
I ever did r<j the lord chancellor. Receive, therefore, 
a tribute of thanks, the last which I atn ever likely in this 
manner to pay. B;.: 1 am hastening to my grave, with a 
prospect which must he highly pleasing to me, unless di¬ 
vested of all jusl regard to those who survive me.” 

Dr. Bolton was originally of a valetudinarian habit, 
though lie preserved himself by temperance to a consi¬ 
derable age. In the preface to the work now under con¬ 
sideration, he speaks of the feeble frame he with so much 
dilticulty supported; and afterwards says, 11 My decay is 
now such, that it is with what I write as with what I act; 
I see in it the faults which I know not how to amend.” He 
however survived the publication of it. two years, dying in 
London, where he came for Dr. Addington’s advice, on 
the 2(ith Nov. 1703, and was buried in the porch between 
the first and second door of the parish-church of St. Mary, 
Beading. Since his death a plain marble has been erected 
to his memory. 

Dr. Bolton was a very tall man, very thin, very brown. 
He understood well, Hebrew, Greek, Latin, Spanish, Ita¬ 
lian, and French. Mr. Whiston, pin. says that it was a 
long time before he could prevail on himself to subscribe 
to the thirty-nine articles for preferment; hut at last, as 
articles of peace, and so far as authorised by scripture, 
he did ; for it was generally supposed he did not approve 
of all the Athanasian doctrine. There is nothing of this, 
however, to lie deduced from his works, and he appears 
Ao have accepted his preferments when offered. He mar- 

i» 2 
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lied Mrs. Holmes, a widow-lady, with whom he lived 
about twenty-five years in great domestic happiness, but 
left no children by her. Besides the se\eral performances 
already' mentioned, lie wrote and printed a “ Visitation 
sermon” in 1741 ; and under iiis inspection, Mr. Davit! 
Henry, then printer at Reading, abridged “ Twenty Dis¬ 
courses” from Abp. Tillotson’s works, to which Dr. Bolton 
is said to have prefixed a preface, and added a sermon ot 
his own, but the sermon on Sincerity is supposed to have 
been abridged by Mr. Wray, his son-in-law. Mr. Wray, 
now rector of Darley, in Derbyshire, published “ A Ser¬ 
mon occasioned by the death of Robert Bolton, L L. D. 
&c.” 17C4, with an affectionate tribute to his memory. 1 
BOLZANIO (UrbaNQj ValeRianoI, one of the revivers 
of letters in the fifteenth century, was horn in 1440, and 
is sai l by his nephew Pietro Valeriuno to hate been the 
earliest instructor of Leo X. in the knowledge of the Cheek 
tongue. Although au ecclesiastic of the order of St. 1* ran- 
cis, he quitted the walls of his monastery wirh the laudable 
curiosity of visiting foreign parts ; and, having had au 
opportunity of accompanying Audrea Gntti, afterwards 
doge of Venice, on au embassy to Constantinople, he thence 
made an excursion through Greece, Palestine, Egypt, 
Syria, Arabia, and other countries ; always travelling on 
foot, and diligently noting whatever appeared deserving of 
observation. His nephew adds, that lie travelled also into 
Sicily, where he twice ascended the mountain of j&tna, 
and looked down its crater. The disinterestedness of Ur¬ 
bane is piso strongly' insisted on by his nephew', who in¬ 
forms us that lie rather chose to suffer the inconvcniencies 
of poverty, than to receive a reward for those instructions 
which he was at ail times ready to give, and that he always 
persevered in refusing those honours and dignities which 
Leo X. would gladly have conferred upon him. His ac¬ 
tivity, temperance, and placid disposition, secured to him 
a healthful old age; nor did lie omit to make frequently 
excursions through Italy', until he was disqualified from 
these occupations by a fall in his garden whilst he was 
pruning his trees. His principal residence was at Venice, 
where he not only* assisted Aldus in correcting the editions 
which lie published of the ancient authors, but gave in- 

* Contes’* Hist, of Reading.—-"Former edition of ibis Diet, principally from & 
MS account by tbc late Mi. Joint Whiston. 
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?tractions in the Greek language to a great number of 
scholars; and there was scarcely a person in Italy distin¬ 
guished by his proficiency in that language who had not at 
some time been his pupil. His grammar, “ Urbani Gr.mi- 
matica Gricca,” Venice, 1497, 4to, was the first attempt 
to explain in Latin the rules of the Greek tongue, and 
was received with such avidity, that Erasmus, on inquiring 
for it in 1499, found that not a copy of the impression 
remained unsold. He died in the convent of St. Niccolo, 
at Venice, in 1524, and bequeathed to that convent his 
valuable library. His funeral oration, by Alberto da Cas- 
telfraneo, was printed at Venice in the same year, 4to. 1 2 * 

BOMBERG (Daniel), a celebrated printer of the six¬ 
teenth century, was a native of Antwerp, but settled at 
Venice, where he commenced business by printing a He¬ 
brew Bible, which was published in 2 vols. fob 15IS, and 
reprinted bv him in 4to and Svo. He learned Hebrew 
from Felix Pratenois, an Italian, who engaged him to print 
a Rabbinical Bible, which appeared in 15 17, fob dedicated 
by Bomberg to Leo X. The Jews, however, no* appro¬ 
ving of this edition, the rabbi Jacob Haum suggeste ' .in- 
other, which Bomberg published in 4 vols. fob in 1525. He 
also, in 1520, began an edition of the Talmud, which he 
finished, alter some years, in 11 vols. fob This tic re¬ 
printed twice, and each edition is said to have cost him an 
hundred thousand crowns. These two last editions arc 
more complete and beautifully printed than the first, and 
are in more estimation loan the subsequent, editions of 
Bragadin and Burtorf. Bomberg appears to have been a 
man highly zealous for the honour of his art, spared no 
cost in embellishments, and is said to have retain'.- I about 
an hundred Jews as correctors, the most learned he could 
find. Jn printing only, in the course of his life, he is 
thought to have expended four millions in gold (Scaliger 
says, three millions of crowns), and Vossius seems to hint 
that he injured his fortune by his liberality. He died at 
Venice in 1549. 4 

BONA (John), an eminent cardinal of the church of 
Rome, and author of several devotional pieces, was born 
the 19th of October, 1609, at Mondovi, a little chy in 
Piedmont, of a noble family 7 . Having finished his first 

1 Ttoscoe’s Leo X. 

2 Moteri.—Foppen, Bibl, Bulg.—Lc Long, Bib). Sac.—Baillet Jngemens d.-s 

Savjiis.—Saxii Onoaiast. 
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studies with great success, he entered himself in a monas¬ 
tery of the order of St. Bernard near Pigneroi in duly 
when lie was but fifteen years of age, and ivas proiesscd 
there the 2d of August the year iolimving, according to 
Bertolot, who wrote his Life; though Moroti, in “Cistercii 
refiorescentis Historia,” places this in Ihj7. He was sent 
that year to Monte Grosso near Asti to .study philosophy, 
and having passed through a course of it, he. returned to 
Pigneroi, where he applied himself to divinity without the 
assistance of any master for two years, and a In rw arils went t o 
Pome to perfect himself in that science under a professor. 
Being ordained priest at the proper age, the sentiments ol 
piety which had iniluciiccd him in his youth, and which 
appear through all his writings, were heightened and im¬ 
proved. lie had been scarce three years in bis course of 
divinity, when be was sent to Mondovi to teach it there, 
lie had some ri luetutice against accepting of that post, on 
account of his aversion to disputes ; but obedience, which 
was the rule of all bis actions, obliged him to submit to it. 
lie was afterwards made prior of Asti; ami eight, months 
after he was nominated abb.-a of the monastery of Si. Mark 
at. Mondovi ; but be was so importunate in bis solicitations 
to <iu: general of the congregation to be discharged from 
that ollice, that bis request was grained. lie was sent, 
therefore, to Yurm, where he spent li\o years in collect¬ 
ing the materials for his book of Psalmody. He was after¬ 
wards appointed again prior of As'.i, abbot of Mondovi, and 
general ol lus order in Itml. While be held the last post, 
he had occasion n> speak with eardinu! Labio Ghigi, \vlu> 
entertained a vt ry gre..t esteem for him, ol which lie af¬ 
terwards gave bun signal proofs. When the time of liis 
being general ol the older was expired, he left Home, and 
returning to Mondoti in order to profess divinity, cardinal 
C'higi, who was chosen pope under the name of Alexander 
"VII. appointed oar author general of the order again of 
Ids own accoiii, the plague, which then raged in many 
parts of Italy, preventing any assembly of the general 
chapter. He made him afterwards eonsultor of the con- 
gr< gation ot the index, and then quaiificator of the sacred 
cilice; which place he resigned for that of eonsultor in 
the same court. Tne pope, who had a particular friend¬ 
ship for him, and made him his confident in all ids secrets, 
would have raised him to the dignity of a cardinal, if the 
humility of Burnt had not prevented him from accepting 
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it, and he had not made use of his interest with the pope 
in order to avoid it. But pope Clement IX. his successor, 
thought himself under an obligation to reward his virtues 
bv making him a cardinal the 29th of November, accord- 
ing to Moroti, or of December, according to Bertolot, m 
ICKJy. Upon the death of this pope, cardinal Bona was 
proposed to be elected his successor ; which gave occasion 
to this pasquinade. Papa Bona sarebbe solve ism o , upon 
which father Daugieres, the Jesuit, wrote an ingenious 
epigram, which our Latin readers are aware will not bear 
U translation : 

Cl t aint natica* leges plcrmnquc eeclesia spernlt : 

Forte eiit ut lict-nt tlieere Papa Bona. 

Vann soloeeismi ne te eontmbet imago; 

Fsset Papa bonus, si Bona Papa lord. 

He died at Rome the 2()th of October, according to Ber¬ 
tolot, or the 28th of that month, according to Moroti, in 
11>74, being seventy-four years of age. He directed him¬ 
self, that he should be interred in the monastery of bis 
own order, called St. Bernard at the Baths, with the fol¬ 
lowing insc ription upon his tomb : “ D. O. M. Joannes 
Bona iYdemontamis, Congreg. Suucti Bernardi Momtchus 
et lupus. eccleshe translato hue titulo S. Salvaloris in Lauvo, 
Primus Presbyter C’ardiualis, vivens sibi posuit.” Baillet, 
Labbe, and Sallo, bestow high praises on bis principal work, 
tt De Divma Psalmodia, deque variis riliinis omnium ee- 
clesianun in psaliendis Divinis Othciis,” Home, 16G3, 4io, 
which includes a complete history of church music, and 
has been often celebrated and quoted by musical writers. 
\ el. Dr. Burney, an authority ol’great importance in ques¬ 
tions ol this kind, informs us that lie was constantly dis¬ 
appointed when he hail recourse to it for information, as 
the author “ never mounts to the origin of anv use that has 
been made of music in the church, or acquaints u.s in what 
it consisted,” and appears to have profited very little by 
the information which at that time must have been within 
his reach. His other distinguished work was “ Rerum Li- 
turgicarum. Lib. duu,” Rome, lf>7 3, fol. and often re¬ 
printed. The best, edition is that by Salu, printed at Tu¬ 
rin, in 3 veils. 4to, 1717—;753. In i 75 Sala added an¬ 
other volume of Bona’s seieet epistles with those of his 
correspondents. The rest of his works are of the ascetic 
kind. He carried on a controversy for some time with 
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Mabillon concerning tlie consecration of leavened or un¬ 
leavened bread. 1 

BONAMY (Petek-Nicholas), a French antiquary and 
mise- iiancous writer, was born at Louvres, in the district 
of Paris, in 1694, and educated for the ecclesiastical pro¬ 
fession ; but, devoting himself entirely to literature, he 
'became under-librarian of St. Victor, and distinguished 
both by the politeness of his manners, and the variety as 
well as assiduity of his studies. In 1727, he was admitted 
a member of the academy ofinsi riptions and belles lettres, 
and made many valuable contributions to its memoirs. His 
papers are characterised by simple but correct language, 
variety of erudition, clearness of argumeni, and solidity 
of criticism. At the instigation of M. Turgot, a place was 
created of historiographer of Paris, and Bonamy being 
appointed to occupy it, was led to write various memoirs 
relative to the historv and antiquities of the city; and on 
occasion of the bequest of a curious library to the city, he 
was made librarian, loom the year 17 1-7, he conducted the 
** Journal of Verdun” with the strictest propriety and de¬ 
corum, and indeed in every thing displayed candour and 
probity, as well as learning. He died at Paris in 1770. * 

BONANNJ (Puii.il*), a learned Jesuit, who died at 
Home in 1725, at the age of eighty-seven, after having 
honourably filled different posts in bis order, left several 
works of various kinds, principally relating to natural his¬ 
tory, which was his favourite pursuit. He was engaged in 
Iu98 to put in order the celebrated caLinet of lather Kir- 
clier; and he continued to employ himself in that business 
and the augmentation of it till his death. The chief of his 
works are, 1. ** Hecreatio mentis et oculi in observationc 
Aniinalmm Testaceorum,” Home, 1684, 4to, with near 500 
figures. He first composed this book in Italian, and it was 
printed in that language in 1681 in 4to; and translated by 
the author into Latin for the benefit of foreigners. 2. 
“ History of the Church of the Vatican ; with the plans 
both antient and modern,” Home, 1696, folio, in Latin. 
3. “ Collection of the Medals of the popes, from Martin 
V. to Innocent XII.” Home, 1699, 2 vols. fol. in Latin. 

* Gen. Piet.—Morrri.—Fahroni Vitae Italorum.—Baillet Jugemens des Sa¬ 
vant. — Burney's Hist, oi Mr,Me, vol. II. 

S Diet. Hi.-t.— K.-c’s Cvelo|iX(ha. —Saxii Onomast. where is a list of his li¬ 
terary contributions. 
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4. Catalogue of the Orders, Religious, Military, and 
equestrian, with plates representing their several habili¬ 
ments,” in Latin and in Italian, Rome, 170G, 1707,171 , and 
1711, 4 vols. 4to. '1 he plates in particular render this last 
ivork highly interesting and much in request. 5. “ Obser- 
vationes circa viventia in non viventibus,” Rome, 1G y 1, 
4 to. G. “ Musirmn collegii Romani Kirclierianum,” Rome, 
170M, fol. 7. “ A r rrealise on Varnishes,” in Italian, Pa¬ 
ris, 1713, I'Jiiio. 8. Gabinetto armonico,” 1723, 4to. 1 

BON’ARKLLI (Guy Ubaldo), was born December 25, 
15G3, at lirhino, of one of the most ancient and noble 
families in the city of Ancona, and was sent into France 
at the age of fifteen, to be educated suitably to his birth 
and the customs of that time. Bouarelli was hut nineteen 
when he wu.-. o there cl a philosophical professorship of the 
Sorbonne, in the college of Calvi ; but, his father having- 
sum for him home, he was satisfied with having merited 
that honour, and declined accepting it. lie attached him¬ 
self, for some time, to cardinal Frederick Borromeo (ne¬ 
phew of St. Charms Borromeo) who had a regard for men 
of letters, and who founded the turnons Ambrosian library 
at Milan, lie went afterwards to Modena, to winch place 
his father had removed. After Ins death, me duke Al- 
phonso, knowing the merit of bouarelli, employed him in 
several important embassies, and tne success of these ne¬ 
gotiations proved How well they bail been carried on. 
Bouarelli went to Rome w ith the hope of recovering the 
marquisdte of Orciano, of which his father Intel been de¬ 
prived ; but an attack of the gout obliged him to stop at 
Fa. to, w litre he died January 5, 1G03, aged forty-five, 
wiih the character of an able politician, a distinguished 
bei esprit, and a good philosopher for the; age he lived in. 
The pastoral poem for which lie is best known is entitled 
“ I'tin di Sciro,” and was printed first, at Ferrara, 1G07, 
4to, with plates : there have been many editions since, the 
best of winch are that of the IOlzevirs, JG78, 4tn, those of 
London, 1725, or 1723, and of Glasgow, J7G3, Svo ; but 
with a.’l its merit it is full of unnatural characters and dis¬ 
torted conceits. His shepherds are courtiers, and iiis shep¬ 
herdesses are frequently prudes, whose conversation sa¬ 
vours of the toilette. Tne author was censured lor having 
made Celia, who has so great a sltare in the piece, nothing 


1 Diet. Hist.—Mangel Bibl. Med. 



45 


BOX A R E I, L I- 


more than an episodical personage, but still more for giv¬ 
ing her an equally ardent love for two shepherds at once. 
He attempted to excuse this defect in a tract written on 
purpose; “ Diseorsi in difesa del doppio amore della sua 
Celia,” but this was rather ingenious than conclusive. We 
Lave likewise some academical discourses of his. 1 

BONASONE (Julius), called sometimes Bolooni.sk, 
from the'place of his birth, nourished in the sixteenth cen¬ 
tury, and is better known as an engraver than as a painter. 
He is supposed, but without sufficient authority, to have 
been a scholar of Subhatini. Some remaining oil-pictures 
of his, on canvas, which are, in general, weak, and of dif¬ 
ferent. styles, make it. probable, says Lanzi, that he re¬ 
solved to be a painter when he had passed youth. There 
is, however, in the church of St. Stephano, in Bologna, 
a Purgatory of his, which lias great beauties, and is sus¬ 
pected to have been done with the assistance of Subhatini. 
As an engraver, he worked from the pictures of Raphael, 
Julio Romano, and other great masters ; and occasionally 
from liis own designs. J\ir. Strutt’s opinion is, that ex¬ 
cepting one or two subjects, in which he called in the 
assistance of the point (the use of which, however, he ne¬ 
wt well understood), his plates are executed chiefly with 
the graver, in a manner though much varied from that of 
liis tutor, Marc Antonio Raimondi, yet evidently founded 
upon it, although neither so firm, clear, or masterly. His 
drawing is often heavy, and the extremities of his figures 
frequently neglected; the folds of his draperies are seldom 
well expressed, anil the back grounds to bis prints, espe¬ 
cially bis landscapes, are extremely flat and still. However, 
with all these faults (which are not always equally conspi¬ 
cuous), liis best prints possess an uncommon share of 
merit ; and though not equal to those of his master, are 
deservedly held in no small degree of estimation by the 
greatest collectors. Bonasone has lately found an inge¬ 
nious and able advocate in George Cumberland, esq. who, 
in 17DJ, published “ Some Anecdotes” of his life, with a 
catalogue of liis .engravings, &c. s 

BONAVENTURE (John Fjdauza), a celebrated doc¬ 
tor, cardinal, and saint of the church of Rome, was horn 
at Bagnarea in Tuscany-, 1221. He was admitted into the 

* Moron. —Krythrwi i'inac.— I!a i!lot Jngf-moiis dos Savans. 

8 rilkiM£lou.—Strutt.—Cumlicj-laiul, as above. 
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order of St. Francis, about 1243 ; and studied divinity at 
the university of Paris under the celebrated Alexander de 
Hales, with so muc h success, that at the end of seven 
years be was thought worthy to read public lectures upon 
the Sentences. He was created doctor in 1255 along with 
St. Thomas Aquinas, and the year after appointed general 
of his order, in which office he governed with so much 
zeal and prudence, that he perfectly restored the discipline 
of it, which had been greatly neglected. Pope Clement IV. 
nominated him to the archbishopric of York in England ; 
but Bonaventure disinterested!}’ refused it. After the death 
of Clement the see of Rome lay vacant almost three years, 
and the cardinals not being able to agree among themselves 
who should be pope, came at length to a most solemn en¬ 
gagement, to leave the choice to Bonaventure ; and to 
elect whoever he should name, though it should be even 
himself, which, lVorn his modest character, was not very 
probable. Accordingly, he named Theobald, archdeacon 
of Liege, who was at that time in the Holy Land, and who 
took the title of Gregor)- X. By this pope he w r as made a 
cardinal and bishop of Alhano; and appointed to assist at 
a general council, which was held at Lyons soon after. He 
died there in 1274, and was magnificently and honourably 
conducted to his grave; the pope ami whole council at¬ 
tending, and the cardinal Peter of Tarantais, afterwards 
pope Innocent V. making his funeral oration. Sixtus IV. 
canonized him in 1482. lie has had the good fortune to 
he almost equally praised by popish and protestant writers. 
Bellurmine has pronounced Bonaventure a person dear to 
God and men ; and Luther calls him “ vir pra-slantissi- 
a most excellent man. llis works were printed at 
Rome in 15S8, in 8 vols. folio. Excepting his commen¬ 
tary upon the master of the Sentences, they are chiefly on 
pious and mystical subjects, and have gained liim the name 
of the Seraphic doctor. Bruckcr gives us the following 
account of his method of philosophizing, from his treatise 
“ De reductione Artium ad Tlieologiam;” on tVie “ appli¬ 
cation of Learning to Theology Human knowledge he 
divides into three branches, logical, physical and moral. 
Each of these he considers as the effect of supernatural 
illumination, and as communicated to men through the 
medium of the holy scriptures. The whole doctrine of 
scripture he reduces to three heads; that which respects 
the eternal generation and incarnation of Christ, the study 
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of which is the peculiar province of the doctors of the 
church ; that which concerns the conduct of life, which is 
the subject of preaching; amt that which relates to the 
union of the soul with God, which is peculiar to the mo¬ 
nastic and contemplative life. Physical knowledge he ap¬ 
plies to the doctrine of scripture emblematically. For ex¬ 
ample, the production of the idea of any sensible object 
from its archetype, is a type of the generation of the Logos ; 
the right exercise of the senses typifies the virtuous con¬ 
duct of life; and the pleasure uerived from the senses re¬ 
presents the union of the soul with God. In like manner, 
logical philosophy furnishes an emblem of" the eternal 
generation and tne incarnation of Christ: a word con¬ 
ceived in the mind resembling the eternal generation; its 
expression in vocal sounus, the incarnation. Thus the 
multiform wisdom of God, according to this mystical wri¬ 
ter, lies concealed through all nature; and all human 
knowledge may, by the help of allegory and analogy, be 
spiritualised and transferred to theology. How wide a 
door this method of philosophising opens to the absurdities 
of mysticism the reader will easily perceive from this spe¬ 
cimen. 1 

BONAVENTURE of Padua, a cardinal, was born in 
that city June 22, 1332, and descended from a noble and 
illustrious family, lie studied divinity at Paris, where he 
distinguished himself by his uncommon parts and applica¬ 
tion, and afterwards taught divinity. He was of the order 
of St. Augustin, of which he was made general in 1377, on 
the death of Beauregard. Pope Urban VI. gave him a 
cardinal’s cap the year after, or as some say, in 1384. 
This engaging him to stand up for the rights of the church 
against Francis de Carrario of Padua, that petty tyrant 
contrived to have him murdered. He was dispatched with 
the shot of an arrow, as he was passing St. Angelo’s bridge 
at Rome. This event sonic place in 1385, others in 1389, 
1396, and 1398. The manner of his death gave occasion 
to the following Latin distich, tvhich cannot be translated 
so as to be intelligible to an English reader : 

“ Qua; Bona tam cupide ccvlo ventura rogabas. 

In te livoris misaa sagitta deilit.” 

He was the author of several works : as. Commentaries 
upon the Epistles of St. John and St. James, Lives of the 

1 Butler’s Lives of the Saints.—Dnpin.—C’ave. vol. 11.—Fabric. Bibl. Lit. 
Med. —Brurkcr.—Frcbcri Theatruin.—Saxii Onoinasticun. 
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Saints, Sermons, &c. Some improperly attribute to him 
the “ Speculum cle laudibus B. Mariae,” Nuremberg, 1476; 
but Fabricius gives it to the preceding cardinal, in whose 
works it appears, vol. VI. He had a very close and inti¬ 
mate friendship with the celebrated Petrarch, whose fune¬ 
ral oration he pronounced in T369. ‘ 

BON A VENTURE. See GIllAUDAU. 

BONCIARIUS (Mark Anthony), a distinguished La¬ 
tin scholar and poet, was born at Perugia in 1555, became 
a disciple of the celebrated Muretus, and afterwards prin¬ 
cipal teacher of the schools of Perugia. He appears next 
to have been professor of eloquence at Bononia, keeper 
of the Ambrosian library, and professor of rhetoric at Pisa, 
where he had the misfortune to lose his sight. During his 
career of teaching, his father, who was a poor shoemaker, 
having lost his wife, had an inclination to join the society 
of the Jesuits, and lest he should be rejected for his igno¬ 
rance of Latin, became one of his son’s scholars, and made 
very considerable proficiency. Bonciarius died Jau. 9, 
1616, leaving many works, which are very scarce, except 
his Latin Grammar, which, being adopted in the schools, 
was frequently reprinted. His “ Epistoise” were first 
printed in 16').3, 8vo, and reprinted 1604, at Marpurg, of 
which last edition Freytag gives an analytical account. 
They are written in an elegant style. His Latin poems 
are among the “ Carmina Poetarum Italorum,” Florence, 

17 1 y, vol. II. * 

BOND (John), a celebrated commentator and gram¬ 
marian, was born in Somersetshire in 1550. He was edu¬ 
cated at Winchester school, and in 1569 was entered a 
student at New college in Oxford, where he became 
highly esteemed for his academical learning. In 1578 he 
took the degree of B. A. and in 1579 that of M. A. and 
soon after the warden and fellows of his college appointed 
him master of the free-school of Taunton in Somersetshire. 
Here he continued many years, and several of his scholars 
became eminent both in church and state. Being at 
length, however, tired with the fatigue of this irksome 
employment, he turned Ills thoughts to the study of physic, 
and practised it with great reputation, although without 
taking any degree in that faculty. He died at Taunton the 

1 Dupin.— Moreri. —Fabric. Bibl. Med. et Infim. Latin. 
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3d of August, 1612, and was buried in the chancel of the 
church, with the following epitaph over his grave : 

Oui medicus clod us, pruclentis nomine clavas, 

Elocpiii splendor, Meridu'injue 6 veils, 

Vivtutis eultor, piotnti- \i\.,t amicus 
Hie jaeet in tumulo j suiritus alt a tenet. 

Mr. Bond has left “ Annntationes in poemata Quinti 
Horatii,” Lond. 1606, Hvo. iia.i. 1621, Xvo, and Leyden, 
1653, 8vo. The best edition is that of Amst. 16S6, 12mo. 
IIis Persius was not pruned til two years after his death, 
in 8vo, under the following title, “ Auli Persii Elacei Sa¬ 
tyrs' sejT, cum posthumis eoinmentariis .lohannis Bond,” 
1614, 8vo. It was published by Roger Browse, who had 
married his daughter Elizabeth, and who, in the dedication 
to Dr. Montague, bishop of Bath aud Weils, informs us, 
that his father-in-law had not put the last hand to these 
Commentaries ; which may he the reason of those con¬ 
siderable delects in some points of history and philosophy 
which are to be found in them. Mr. Wood is of opinion 
that, besides these, he wrote several other pieces, which 
were never published. 1 

BOND (Joins), L l.. D. was the son of Dennis Bond, 
esq. of Dorchester, a violent adherent of the republican 
party in the seventeenth century, and at whose death, a 
little before that of the protector, the wits said Oliver 
Cromwell had given the devil Homl for Ills appearance. 
Our author was educated under John White, commonly 
called the patriarch of Dorchester, and was afterwards en¬ 
tered, not of St. John’s college, Cambridge, as Wood re¬ 
ports, but of Catlierine-ball, of which he was afterwards 
chosen fellow, and took the degree of B. A. in 1631, com¬ 
menced M. A. in 1635, w*as nominated LL. I). in 1645, 
and completed the year following, while lie was yet a mem¬ 
ber of that society. Bm, although betook his doctor’s de¬ 
gree in law, he was by profession a divine, and had before 
$bis preached for some years, first as a lecturer in Exeter, 
and frequently afterwards before the long parliament at 
Westminster. In 164 3,' both he and his tutor, Mr. White, 
were chosen of the assembly of divines; and when Mr. 
White took the rectory of Lambeth, Dr. Bond succeeded 
him as minister of the Savoy, and on Dec. II, 1645, he 
was made master of the Savoy hospital under the great 

1 Biog, Brit.—Wood’s Ath. vol. I.—-Birch's Life of Prince Henry, p. 53. 
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seal. On the decease of Dr. Eden, master of Trinity-hall, 
Cambridge, the fellows made choice of the celebrated 
Selden, and the choice was confirmed by parliament, but 
be declining the office, Dr. Bond was chosen, chiefly by 
the authority or interference of parliament, March, 1646. 
In 1649 he was chosen law professor of Gresham college, 
and in 1654 was made assistant to the commissioners of 
Middlesex and Wesminster, for the ejection of scandalous 
and ignorant ministers; and in 1 658 served as vice-chan¬ 
cellor of Cambridge, lie held his mastership and law 
professorship until the restoration, when he was ejected 
from both for his adherence to the politics by which he 
had obtained them. He then retired into Dorsetshire, and 
died at Sandwich in the isle of Purbeck, July 1676. 
Wood, who lias committed several mistakes in his life, 
corrected bv Dr. Ward, gives a list of his works, which 
are few: 1. “A Door of Hope,” Loud. 1641, 4to. 2. 
“ Holy and Loyal Activity,” Loud. Kill, 4to, and some 
sermons preached before the long parliament, to whose 
measures he adhered with great zeal. He appears, how¬ 
ever, to have been a man of real learning. Calaniy, we 
know not uhv, has mentioned Ids mime, without one word 
of life. 1 

BOND (Wii.ltaai), a native of Suffolk, translated Bu¬ 
chanan’s history, and was concerned with Aaron Hill in 
the “ Plain Dealer,” a periodical paper of inferior merit. 
Hill appears to have bad a friendship for him, and devoted 
the profits of his tragedy of Zara to his use. Bond liim- 
seif played the character of Lusignan, but only for one 
night, being seized with a fit on the stage, which ter¬ 
minated his life the following morning, some time in 1735. 2 

BONEEACIO, or BON1KAZIO, called VENEZIANO, 
whom Kidoifi believes to have been a scholar of Palma, 
but Boschini numbers among the disciples of Titian, 
and says he followed liim as the shadow the body. He is, 
indeed, often his close imitator, but oftener has a charac¬ 
ter of his own, a free and creative genius, unborrowed 
elegance and spirit. The public offices at Venice abound 
in pictures all bis own, and the ducal palace, amongst 
others, possesses an Expulsion of the Publicans from the 
Temple, which for copiousness of composition, colour, 
and admirable perspective, might be alone sufficient to 

1 Ward’s Lives of the tire sham Professors.-—Wood’* Alh. vol, I. 
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make his name immortal, had his own times and record 
not placed him with Titian and Palma. Lanzi ascribes to 
Bonifazio, what he styles the celebrated pictures from the 
Triumphs of Petrarch, once at Naples in a private collec¬ 
tion, and now, he says, in Falkland ; it matters little, says Mr. 
Fuseli, where they are : of powers, such as he ascribes to- 
Bonifazio, those meagre, dry, and worse than Perugiuesque 
performances, can never be the produce, lie died in 
1553, aged sixty-two. 1 

BONEFONIUS. See BONNEFONS. 

BO NET, or BONNET (Thkocjiilus), an eminent phy- 
sician and medical writer, was horn at Geneva, March 5, 
1620, and following the steps of his father and grandfather, 
early attached himself to the practice of physic. After vi¬ 
siting several foreign academies, he was admitted doctor 
in medicine at Bologna, in 1643, and was soon after ftade 
physician to the duke tie Longueville. Though he soon 
attained to high credit in his profession, and had a large 
share of practice, he dedicated a considerable portion of 
his time to reading, and to dissecting such subjects as the 
hospital afforded him, with a view of discovering the seats 
of diseases, minuting every deviation he observed from the 
natural structure of the viscera, or other parts of the bod}’, 
and thus opening a new road for improving the science he 
cuhivatdtl. He also appears to have made extracts of every 
thing he deemed worthy of notice, from the various works 
he read. His hearing from some accident becoming de¬ 
fective, he withdrew from practice, and employed the last 
ten or twelve years of bis life in arranging the materials he 
had collected. The fust fruit of his labour, which he gave 
to the public in 1663, was “ Pharos Medicofum,” 2 vols. 
12mo. This was printed again, much improved and en¬ 
larged, in 1679, in 41 o, under the title of “ Labyrinthi 
Medici, extrica i,” Ac. compiled principally from Bellouius 
and Septalius. In 16.5, “ Prodromus Anatomise practicse, 
sive de abditis morboriun causis,” fol.; the precursor of 
his principal work, te Scpulclivetum, seu Anatome practica, 
ex cadaveribus morbo denatis proponens historias et obser- 
vationes,” &c. Gencv. 1679, 2 vols. fol. which far exceeded 
the expectation raised by the Prod'uinus. It was enlarged 
by nearly a third part, and reput'd shod by Manget, 1700, 2 
vols. fol. and was afterwards taken by Morgagni, as the basis 
®f his work, iX De sedibus et causis Morborum,” by which 
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the <£ Sepulchretum” is in a great measure superseded. 
The author begins with observations on the appearances of 
the brain and other parts of the head ; then of the con¬ 
tents of the thorax, abdomen, and pelvis; and lastly, e>f 
the extremities; forming an immense body of dissections, 
which he has illustrated by many pertinent and ingenious 
observations. “ Cours de medicine, et de la chirurgie,” 
1679, 2 vols. 4to. An epitome of the art of surgery, with 
some sections relating to the practice of medicine selected 
from the most accredited authors of the age. “ Medicina 
septonlrionalis, colleetitia,” 1684, 2 vols. fol. shewing how 
largely the practitioners of the northern parts of Europe, 
Sweden, Denmark, Germany, Holland, and England, have 
contributed to the improvement of anatomy, surgery, and 
mcdjgpic, by extracts and accounts of the works of the 
principal writers of those countries. <{ Mercurius compi- 
iatitins, sen index medico-practicus,” 1682, fol. A most 
us fid work, shewing under the name of every disease or 
affection where cases or observations may be found, and 
what authors have written upon them. Such an index 
continued to the present time, though very voluminous, 
would be highly useful. Bonet also published <e Epi¬ 
tome operum Sennerti,” 1685, fol. “J. D. Turqueti tie 
Mayerne, de Arthritidc,” 1671, 12ino, and “ Rohauiti trac¬ 
tates physicus, e Gallico in Latiuam versus,” 1675, 8vo. 
He die-l of a dropsy, March 3, 1 689. 1 

BOXFADIO (J.\Mi.s), an elegant Italian scholar of the 
sixteenth century, was horn at Gorzano in the Brescian 
territory, hut in what rear is not known. He was three 
years secretary to cardinal Bari at Rome; hut lost the 
fruits of his services by the death of liis master. He then 
served cardinal Glinucei in the same capacity ; but long 
sickness made him incapable of that employment. When, 
he was recovered, he found himself so disgusted with the 
court, that he resolved to seek Ids fortune by other means. 
He continued a good while in the kingdom of Naples, then 
went to Padua, and to Genoa; where he read public lec¬ 
tures on Aristotle’s politics. He was ordered to read some 
likewise upon his rhetoric, which he did with great suc¬ 
cess to a numerous auditory. His reputation increasing 
daily, the republic of Genoa made him their historio¬ 
grapher, and assigned him a handsome pension for that 

1 Iiuller Bibl. Med.—Maiitjef.—RecVs Cyi-lopasdia.—Moreri. 
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office. He now applied himself laboriously to compose 
the annals of that state, and published the five first books ; 
but by speaking too freely and satirically of some families, 
lie created himself enemies who resolved to ruin him, by a 
prosecution for an unnatural crime, and being convicted, 
he was condemned to be first beheaded, and then burnt, 
or as some say, sentence of burning was changed into that 
of beheading. Some have attributed this prosecution to 
the freedom of his pen ; but the generality of writers have 
agreed that llonfadio was guilty, yet are of opinion, that 
he had never been accused, if he had not given offence by 
something else. lie was executed in 1560. Upon the 
uay of his execution he wrote a note to John Baptist Gri¬ 
maldi, to testify his gratitude to the persons who had en¬ 
deavoured to serve him, and recommended to them his 
nephew Bonfadio, who is perhaps the Peter Bonfadio, 
author of some verses extant in the “ Gareggiamento poe- 
tico del eonfuso accademico ordito,” a collection of verses, 
divided into eight parts, and printed at Venice in 1611. 
The first live books of Bonfadio’s history of Genoa were 
printed at Padua, 1586, 4to, under the title “ 1. Bonfadii 
annales Gcuuensium ab anno 1528, ubi desinit Folieta, ad 
annum 1550,” and was in 1507 published in Italian. He 
also published an Italian and very elegant translation of 
Cicero’s oration for Milo, an edition of which was pub¬ 
lished at Bologna in 1744, with his letters and miscella¬ 
neous works, “ Lettere famigliari, &c.” 8vo, dedicated to 
pope Benedict XIV. with a life of the unfortunate author, 
and a curious Latin poem by Paul Manutius, in honour of 
those persons who used their interest to save Bonfadio 
from punishment. 1 

BONFINIUS (Anthony), an historian of the fifteenth 
century, was born at Ascoli in Italy. Mathias Corviuus, 
king of Hungary, having heard of his abilities and learn¬ 
ing, sent for him to his court, and Bonfinius paid his re¬ 
spects to him at Rees, a few days before that prince made 
his public entry into Vienna. At his first audience, as he 
himself tells us, he presented him with his translations of 
Hermogenes and Herodian, and his genealogy of the Cor- 
vini, which he dedicated to his majesty ; and two other 
works addressed to the queen, one of which treated of vir¬ 
ginity and conjugal chastity, and the other was a history of 

1 Gen. Diet.— Moreri.—Saxii Onomast. 
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Ascali. He had dedicated also a small collection of epi¬ 
grams to the young prince John Corvinus, to which there 
is added a preface. The king read his pieces with great 
pleasure, distributed them among his courtiers in high 
terms of approbation, and would not allow him to return 
to Italy, be.t granting him a good pension, was desirous 
that he should follow him in his army. Ho employed him 
to write the history of the Huns, and Bonfinius accordingly 
set about it before the death of this prince; but it was by 
order of king Uladislaus that he wrote the general history 
of Hungary, and carried it down to 149.5. The original 
of this work was deposited in the library of Buda. In 1543 
Martin Brenner published thirty books from an imperfect 
copy, which Sandmens republished in 1568, in a more 
correct state, and with the addition of fifteen more books, 
a seventh edition of which was printed at Leipsic, in 177 1, 
fol. Sambncus also published in 1572 Bonfinius’s “ Synri- 
posion Beatrieis, seu dialog, de <ide conjugali et virginitate, 
lib. III.” Bonfinius wrote a history of the taking of Bel¬ 
grade by Mahomet. II. in 1456, which is printed in the 
“ Syndromus rerum Turcieo-Pannonicaruni,” Francfort, 
1627, 4to; and, as already noticed, translated the works of 
Phiiostratus, Hennogenes, ami He rod ran. His Latin style 
wus much admired, as a successful imitation of the ancients. 
The time of his death has not been ascertained. 1 

BONFRERIUS (James), a learned Jesuit and com¬ 
mentator, was born at Dinau in Liege, 1573. He was 
admitted into the society of Jesuits in 1592, and taught at 
Ho way, philosophy, divinity, and the Hebrew tongue, 
which, as well as Greek, lie understood critically. He 
died at Tournay, May 9, 1643. Dupin says that of all the 
Jesuits who have been commentators on the scriptures, 
there is no one superior in learning, and clearness of me¬ 
thod, to Bunfrerius. His “ Commentary on the Penta¬ 
teuch” was published at Antwerp in 1625, and his “ Ono- 
masticon” of the places and cities mentioned in the Bible, 
composed by Eusebius, and translated by Jerome, with 
learned notes, was published along with his “ Commen¬ 
taries on Joshua, Judges, and Ruth,” at Paris in 1631, but 
the most complete edition of his works appeared in I 736. * 

BONGARS (James), an able classical scholar and nego- 
ciator, was born at Orleans of a protestant family iu 1554 ; 

1 Gen. Diet.—Moreri.—Saxii Onomast. 
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and studied at Strasburg in 1571, but in !57d, he studied 
the civil law under the celebrated Cujacius. During this 
time he applied much to critical learning ; and though, 
says Bavle, ite went not so far as the Lipsiuses and Casau- 
bons, yet he acquired great reputation, and perhaps would 
have equalled them if he had not been engaged in poli¬ 
tical affairs. He was employed near thirty years iti the 
most important negot iations of Henry IV. for whom he 
was several times resident with the princes of Germany, 
and afterwards ambassador, but however published his 
edition of Justin at Paris, 158 1, in 8vo. He had a critical 
and extensive knowledge of hooks, both manuscript and 
printed ; and made a very great collection of them, some 
of which came afterwards to the library of Berne in Kwis- 
serland, and some, with his manuscripts, to the Vatican. 
Besides an edition of Justin, he vvas the author of other 
works; which, if they did not shew his learning so much, 
have spread his fame a great deal more. Thiianus highly 
commends an answer, which he published in Germany, to 
A piece wherein the had success of the expedition of 15S7 
vvas imputed to the French, who accompanied the Ger¬ 
mans ; and the world is indebted to him for the publication 
of several authors, who wrote the history of the expeditious 
into Palestine. That work is entitled “ fiesta Dei per 
Francos;” and vvas printed at Hanau in 1 f> 1 1, in two vo¬ 
lumes, folio. He published also in 1 <>(JO, at !•''ranefort, 
“ Rerum Hungaricaruin Scriptures,” fol. There are let¬ 
ters of Bongars, written during his employments, which 
are much esteemed ; and upon which Mr Bayle remark-, 
that though he did not, like Bembo and Manucius, reject 
alt terms that are not in the best Roman authors, yet his 
style is elegant. His letters were translated, when the 
dauphin began to learn the Latin language ; and ii appears 
by the epistle dedicatory to that young piinee, and by the 
translator’s preface, that nothing vvas then thought, more 
proper for a scholar of quality, than to read this work of 
Bongars. Bongars died at Paris in lii!2, when he vvas 5S 
years of age : and the learned C’asaubnn, whose letters 
show that lie esteemed him much, laments in one of them, 
that “ the funeral honours, which were due to his groat 
merit, and which lie would infallibly have received from 
the learned in Germany, were not yet paid him at Paris.” 
Mr. Bayle thinks that Bongars was never married : yet tells 
us, that he was engaged in I5i»7, to a French lady, who 
had the misfortune to die upon the verv day appointed lor 
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the wedding, after a courtship of near six years. This 
Bon gars speaks of in his letters, and appears to have been 
exceedingly afflicted at it. His Latin letters were pub¬ 
lished at Leyden in 1647, and the French translation above 
mentioned in 1668, along with the originals, 2 vols. 12mo, 
but that of tin; Hague in logo is the most correct. His 
edition of Justin is rare and valuable. It was printed from 
eight manuscripts, accompanied with learned notes, various 
readings, and chronological tables ; but the Bipont editors 
seem to think lie sometimes took unwarranted liberties 
with the text. 1 • 

BONIFACE (Sr.), a. celebrated saint of the eighth cen¬ 
tury, and usually styled the Apostle of Germany, was an 
Englishman, named Wilfrid, and born at Cre.i ton or Kir- 
ton in Devonshire, about the year 680. He was educated 
from tii*.' ao-e of thirteen in the monastery of Escaneester 
or Escu r, and about three years alter return ed to Nutcell, 
in the diocese of Winchester, a monastery which was after¬ 
wards destroyed by the Danes, and was never rebuilt. 
Here he was instructed in the sacred and secular learning 
of ihe times ; ami at the age of thirty, was ordained priest, 
and became a zealous preacher. The same zeal prompted 
him to undertake the functions of a missionary among the 
pagans; and with that view he went, witli two monks into 
Friezeland, about the year 716 ; hut. a war which broke out 
between Charles Martel, mayor of the French palace, and 
Kadbod, king ol’ Friezeland, rendering it impracticable to 
preach the gospel at that time, he returned to England 
with ins companions. Still, however, zealously intent on 
the conversion of the pagans, lie refused being elected 
abbot of Nutcell, on a vacancy which happened on his re¬ 
turn ; and having received recommendatory ietters from 
the bishop of Winchester, went to Rome, and presented 
himself to the pope Gregory II. who encouraged his de¬ 
sign, and gave him a commission for the conversion of the 
infidels, in the t ear 7 12. With this he went into Bavaria 
and Thuringia, and had considerable success : and Rad- 
bod, king of Friezeland, being now bead, lie had an oppor¬ 
tunity of visiting that country, where lie co-operated with 
Willibrod, another famous missionary, who iv mid have 
appointed him his successor, which W ilfrid refused, her 
eause the pope had particularly enjoined Inn to preach in 
the eastern parts of Germany. Thr >ugu Hesse, or aeon- 
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siderable part of it, even to the confines of Saxony, he 
extended his pious labours, and had considerable success, 
although he suffered many hardships, and was often ex¬ 
posed to danger from the rage ol the infidels. 

After some time lie returned to Rome, where Gregory 
II. consecrated him bishop of the new German churches, 
by the name of Boniface, a Roman name, which Gregory 
probably thought might procure from tise German con¬ 
verts mo:e respect to the pope, than an English one. 
Solicitous also to preserve his dignity, Gregory exacted 
from Boniface an oath of subjection to the papai authority, 
drawn up in \ery strong terms. Boniface then returned to 
the scenes of his mission, and had great success in Hesse, 
encouraged now by Charles Martel, the dominion of the 
French extending at this time a considerable way into Ger¬ 
many. We do not, however, find that he. derived any 
other assistance from the civil authority, than personal 
protection, which doubtless was of great importance. If 
he complied with the instructions sent from England, he 
employed no means hut what became a true missionary. 
These instructions, or rather advice sent to him by Daniel, 
bishop of Winchester, about the year 72.3, afford too 
striking an instance of good sense and liberality in that 
dark age, to be omitted. Daniel’s method of dealing with 
idolaters was conceived in these words, “ Do not contra¬ 
dict in a direct manner their accounts of the genealogy of 
tiieir gods ; allow that they were born from one another 
in the same way that mankind are : this concession will 
give you the advantage of proving, that there was a time 
when they had no existence.—Ask them who governed the 
world before the birth of their gods, and if these gods have 
ceased to propagate? If they have not, shew them the 
consequence ; namely, that the gods must he infinite in 
number, and that no man can rationally be at ease in wor¬ 
shipping any of them, lest he should, by that means, offend 
one, who is more powerful.— Argue thus with them, not 
in the way of insult, but with temper and moderation : and 
take opportunities to contrast these absurdities with the 
Christian doctrine : let the pagans be rather ashamed than 
incensed by your oblique mode of stating these subjects.— 
Sncw them the insufficiency of their plea of antiquity ; in¬ 
form them that idolatry did anciently prevail over the 
world, but that Jesus Christ was manifested, in order to 
reconcile men to God by his grace.” From this same pre¬ 
late he received other instructions respecting reforming the 
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church, and exercising discipline with the refractory and 
scandalous priests, who occasioned much obstruction to 
bis mission. In the mean time, the report of his success 
induced many of his countrymen to join him, who dispersed 
themselves and preached in the villages of Hesse and Thu¬ 
ringia. 

In the year 732, he received the title of archbishop from 
Gregory ill. who supported his mission with the same 
spirit as his predecessor Gregory II.; and under this en¬ 
couragement he proceeded to erect new’ churches, and 
extend Christianity. At this time, he* found the Bavarian 
churches disturbed by one Eremvolf, who would have se¬ 
duced the people into idolatry, but whom be condemned, 
according to the canons, and restored the discipline of the 
church. In the year 738, he again visited Rome; and 
after some stay, he induced several Englishmen who re¬ 
sided there, to join with him in liis German mission. Re¬ 
turning into Bavaria, he established three new bishoprics, 
at Saltzburgh, Frisinghcn, and Ratisbon. At length he 
was fixed at Mentz, in the year 74 5, and although after¬ 
wards many other churches in Germany have been raised 
to the dignity of archbishoprics, Mentz has always re¬ 
tained the primacy, in honour of St. Boniface. He also 
founded a monastery at Fridislar, another at Hamcuhurgh, 
and one at Ordorl'e, in all which the monks gained their 
livelihood by the labour of their hands. In the year 746, 
he laid the foundation of the great abbey of Fulda, which 
continued long the most renowned seminary of religion 
and learning in all that part of the world. The abbot is 
now a prince of the empire. In the mean time his con¬ 
nection with England was constantly preserved; and it is 
in the epistolary correspondence with his own country, 
that the most striking evidence of his pious views appears. 
Still intent on his original design, although now advanced 
in years, he determined to return into Friezeland, and 
before his departure, acted as if he had a strong presenti¬ 
ment of what was to happen. He appointed Luilus, an 
Englishman, his successor as archbishop of Mentz, a privi¬ 
lege which the pope had granted him, and ordained him 
with the consent of king Pepin. He went by the Rhine to 
Friezeland, where, assisted by Eoban, whom he had or¬ 
dained bishop of Utrecht, he brought great numbers of 
pagans into the pale of the church. He had appointed a 
day to confirm those whom he had baptized; and in wait- 
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ing for them, encamped with his followers on the hanks of 
the Borduc, a river which then divided East and West 
Friezeland. 1Jis intention was to coniirtn, hy imposition 
of hands, the converts in the plains of Dock urn. On the 
appointed day, he beheld, in the morning, not the new 
converts whom he expected, but a troop of enraged pa¬ 
gans, armed with shields and lances. The servants went 
out to resist ; but. Boniface, with calm intrepidity, said to 
his followers, “Children, forbear to tight; the scripture 
forbids 11 s to render evil for evil. The day which 1 have 
Jong waited for is t ante ; trope in God, and he will save 
your souls.” The pagans immediately attacked them 
furiously, and killed the whole company, iilty-two m 
number, besides Boniface himself. This happened on 
dime 5, 7/>5, in the fortieth year after his arrival in Ger¬ 
many. His hotly was interred in the abbey of Euida, and 
was long regarded as the greatest treasure of that monas¬ 
tery. Boniface’s character has been strangely misrepre¬ 
sented hy Mosheiin,.and by his transcribers, but ably a in¬ 
dicated by Milner, who has examined the evidence on 
both sides with great precision. His works, principally 
sermons and eorrespomlence, were published under the title 
“ !S. Boniiacii Opera, u Nicolao Serrano,” Moguut. tdo.s, 
1 to. 1 

BONIFACIO (T3.ai.tha.sai:), the son of a lawyer of the 
same name, was horn at Cremn, in the Venetian state 
about J .'>SI. In his thirtieth year lie went to study at Padua, 
and made such proficiency as to he created doctor of laws 
at the age of eighteen. About two years after he was ap¬ 
pointed law professor in the college of Kovigo, where he 
first lectured on the institutes of Justinian. lie afterwards 
accompanied the pope’s nuncio Jerome Portia, as secre¬ 
tary, and was himself employed in some affairs of import¬ 
ance. On Ids return to Venice, he had several prefer¬ 
ments, and among others that of archpriest of Rovigo. In 
Oct. 1 f> 1!), he was elected Greek and Latin professor at 
Padua, but declined accepting the office. In J620, he 
assisted at Venice, in the establishment of an academy 
for the education of tile young nobility, and gave lectures 
on the civil law. Pope Urban VIII. bestowed on him the 
archdeaconry of Trevisa, which he held, with the office of 
grand vicar of that diocese, under four successive bishops. 

1 Church v<»I. Ilf. p. ISP.—Unpin.*—Mobheiui,—-Cave.— 

Fabric. Uibl. Mod. Lai.— Sa.\ii Ououiabt,—Tanner Wilfrid. 
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flo assisted also very essentially in founding-a new academy 
at Padua for the Venetian nobility, in 1630, and was the 
first director or president of it, and founded a similar es¬ 
tablishment at Trevisa. Jn 1653 lie was appointed bishop 
of ('aim cHstria, which he held until his death in 1659. 
He was a man of various learning, as appears by his “ His- 
toria. Trevigiena,” 4to, his “ Nistoria Ludicra,” 1656, 4to, 
a collection of singular narratives from authors of every 
description. He puhlished also some “ Latin poems” in 
161D, 1 L’um. “ i)e Roma me llistorim Scriptoribus ex- 
cerpta ex Budino, Vossin ct aliis,” Venice, 1627, 4to. 1 
BONIFACIO (John), an eminent Italian lawyer, port, 
and historian, was horn in 1547, at Itovigo in the stale of 
Vi nice, and educated at Padua, where, during his law- 
studies, he composed some pieces for the theatre which 
were much approved. After marrying at Ttvvisa, or Tre- 
vigni, Elizabeth Martinagi, the daughter and heiress of 
Mart: Antonie, he settled in that place, of which lie wrote 
the history, and acquired so much reputation that the re¬ 
public of Venice bestowed on him the ollice of judge’s 
counsellor or assessor, the duties of which he executed 
with great probity ; and during his holding it wrote his 
law tracts. In 15.S3, he published bis commentary on the 
feudal law of Venice. After the death of his wife, he 
married a lady of Padua, where he was admitted to the 
rank of citizenship, and where he resided for the remain¬ 
der of his life. He died June 23, 1635, at a very ad¬ 
vanced age, and was buried in the church of St. James, 
with a modest inscription written by himself in 1630. His 
principal writings are, 1. “ Storia Trevigiana,” Trevisi, 
l >0 1, 4to, but a better edition, Venice, 1744, 4to. 2. 
“ Lettere Eamigliari,” Ilovigo, 1624, 4to. 3. “ Orazionc 
tke. per dirizzare una Statua a ('elio Riechiero ltodigino,” 
ibid. 1624, 4to. 4. “ Lezione supra un Sonetto del Pe¬ 
lt-area,” ibid. 1624, 4to. 5. “ Lezione supra un altro So¬ 
netto del Petrarea,” ibid. 1625, 4to. 6. *• L’arte de 
Cenni,” Vicenza, 1616, 4to, one of the earliest attempts 
to instruct the deaf and dumb. 7. “ Uiscorso del mudo 
di ben fomiare a questo tempo una Trngedia,” Padua, 
1624, 4to. S. “ Uiscorso sopra la sua Jtnpresa nell’ 
Accademia Filarmonica,” ibid. 102 1, 4 to. .0. “ La Re- 
publica delle Api, con la quale si dimostra il inodo di ben 


1 hi or ri.—Xicxron, \et, XVI. a:id XX.—Sa;.ii Onornastiion. 
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form are un nuovo Governo Democratico, Rovigo, 1 627 f 
4to. 10. “ Coniontarto sopra ia Jeggc dell’ Senate Veneta, 
&e.” ibid. 1624, 4to. Irener also mentions “ Comment, 
de Furtis, et tie componendis Epitaphiis,” but without 
giving the exact tides or dales. 1 

BONJOUli (William), a learned Augustin, was bora 
at Toulouse in 1670; and at Rome, whither he was sent 
for by cardinal Norris in 169 5, lie became distinguished 
by his learning arid piety. He was employed by pope 
Clement XI. in several matters of importance, and parti¬ 
cularly in tiie examination of the Gregorian calendar. 
Bonjonr had also the superintendence of the seminary 
established by cardinal Burbarigo at JVIontefiascoiie, and 
denominated the academy of sacred letters. He was ac¬ 
quainted with almost all the oriental tongues, and espe¬ 
cially with the Coptic, or ancient Egyptian. Actuated by 
a zeal for acquiring knowledge, and for propagating the 
gospel, he visited China, where he died in February 1714, 
whilst be was employed in forming a map of that, empire, 
which he undertook to conciliate the favour of the empe¬ 
ror, and thereby promote the objects of his mission. He 
published, J. “ Uissertatio de nomine patriarch! Joseph! a 
Pharuone imposito, in defensionem vulgatu: editionis, et 
patrum qui Josephmn in Serapide adumbratum tradide- 
runt,” &c. Rome, 1696, fol. 2. “ Selectac uissertationes 
in Sac. Scripturam,” Rome, 1705, fol. which prove his 
acquaintance with the oriental languages, and with ancient 
history and chronology. 3. “ In uionumcnta Coptica, seu 
yfigyptiacac bibliothecae Vaticanac brevis exercitatio,” ibid. 
1699, fol. 4. “ Calendarium Roman urn chronologorum 
causa constructum, &c.” ibid. 1701. 8 

BONNEFONS (John), or Bonnefonius, a Latin poet, 
was born in 1554, at Clermont in Auvergne, and filled the 
post of lieutenant-general of Bar-sur-Seine. His “ Pan- 
charis,” in the style of Catullus, is of all modern per¬ 
formances, the nearest, to the graces, the easy pencil, the 
delicacy and softness of that ancient poet. La Bergerie 
has translated the Panchans into French verse, very infe¬ 
rior to the Latin. The poems of Bonnefons are at the end 
of those of Beza, in the edition of that author given at 
Paris by Barbou, 1757, 12mo. There is also one of Lon- 

1 Frrheri Tlieatrum.—Morei i.—Saxii Onomast. 
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don, 1720 and 1727, 12mo. Bonnefons died in 1614, 
leaving a son, who likewise cultivated Latin poetry, hut 
liis performances, enumerated by Moreri, are in less re¬ 
quest. * 

BONNELL (James), a man celebrated for piety and 
virtue, was born at Genoa, Nov. 14, 1653, being the son 
of Samuel Bonnell, merchant, who resided some time at 
Genoa, and of Rebecca, daughter of Thomas Sayer, near 
Norwich, esq. His grandfather was Daniel Bonnell of 
London, merchant, and his great-grandfather, Thomas 
Bonnell, a gentleman of good family near Ipres in Flan¬ 
ders, who, to avoid the duke of Alva’s persecution, re¬ 
moved with his family into England, and settled at Nor¬ 
wich, of which, before his death, be was chosen mayor. 
Samuel Bonnell, father of James Bonnell, being bred up 
under that eminent merchant, sir William Courteen, knt. 
applied himself to the Italian trade, at Leghorn and Ge¬ 
noa, with such success, that about 164!), he was worth at 
least 10,000/ and his credit much greater than his fortune. 
But both were soon impaired by several accidents, by 
great losses at sea, and particularly by his zeal for king 
Charles II. during his exile, and the rest of the royal 
family, whom he privately supplied with large sums of 
money. About 1655, he removed with his family into 
England ; and, at the restoration, on account of the ser¬ 
vices he had done the royal family, and as a compensation 
for the large sums he had advanced them (which, it seems, 
were never repaid otherwise) there was granted him a pa¬ 
tent to be accomptant-general of the revenue of Irelaud, a 
place worth about 800/. a year, his son’s life being included 
in the patent with ins own. But this he was not long pos- 
sesse i of, for he died in 1664, leaving his son and one 
daughter. 

Alter this son, the object of the present article, had 
been instructed in the first rudiments of learning at Dublin, 
he was sent to Trim school, where he was eminent lor 
sweetness of temper, and for a most innocent, gentle, and 
rehg ious behaviour. At fourteen years of age be left that 
place, and was sent to a private philosophy school at Nettle- 
bed in Oxfordshire, kept by Mr. William Cole, who had 
formerly been principal of St. Mary Hall in Oxford, and 
remained there two years -and a half. But finding his 

} Moreri.—Baillet Jugemens des Savans. 
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master was too remiss in matters of morality and religion % 
u thing quite unsuitable with his strict temper; and ob¬ 
serving there were in that place all the dangers and vices 
of the university, without the advantages, he removed to 
C'atherine-hall m Cambridge, where he prosecuted his 
studies with indefatigable diligence, and performed all his 
exercises with general approbation. After taking the de¬ 
grees of A.B. in 1671?, and A. M. 1676, he removed into 
the family of Ralph Freeman of Aspenden-hall in Hert¬ 
fordshire, esq. as tutor to his eldest son, and there conti¬ 
nued till 167S, when, going with his pupil into Holland, 
lie stayed about a 3 ear in sir Leoline Jenkyns’s family at 
Kimeguen. From Nimeguen he went, in the ambassador’s 
company, through F landers and Holland : and returning 
to England, continued w ith his pupil till 1663, when Mr. 
Freeman was sent into France and Italy. In 1681-, Mr. 
Bouncll went into France, and met Mr. Freeman at Lyons, 
and in liis company visited several parts of that country. 
From thence, however, he went directly to Ireland, and 
took his employment of accountant-general into his own 
hands, which had, since his father’s death, been managed 
by others for his use. In the discharge of it he behaved 
with so much diligence and fidelity, that he soon acquired 
the esteem of the government, and the love of all who 
were concerned with him. During the troublesome reign 
of king James 11. he neither deserted his employment, as 
others did, nor countenanced the arbitrary and illegal mea¬ 
sures of the court, and yet was continued in his office, 
which proved a great advantage to the protestant interest 
in Ireland, lor whatever he received out of his office, he 
liberally distributed among the poor oppressed protestants. 
He also took every opportunity to relieve the injured, and 
boldly to plead their cause with those who were in power. 
But though his place was very advantageous, and furnished 
him with ample means of doing <>ood, yet either the weight 
ol the employment, or his iil state of health, or perhaps 
his desire of entering into holy orders, which he had long 
designed, but never effected, made him resolve to quit it; 


* Tliis C*>le was ejected from Ox¬ 
ford at the Restoration, and eon:noted 
afterward* a iioneonfinin st. Mr. W. s- 
lcy, the father of the celebrat'd John 
W e»loy accused hint of hent* an en- 
Couiu 0 er of immorality in his family. 


Attain'd, this he is defended i:i Mr. S_ 
Painter's Nonconformists' Memorial, 
vul. I. p. but Mr. P. appears not. 

to have seen Mr. Donnell’s statement 
Life, p. 
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and he accordingly parted with it to another person in 
I6y3. In the whole course of his lile he behaved in so 
upright and worthy a manner, that he was courted by iiis 
superiors and reverenced by his equals. In piety, jus¬ 
tice, charity, sobriety, and temperance, few have excelled 
him. His devotion was confined within the strictest bounds 
of sobriety and reason, and free from the least appearance 
of affectation. He commonly gave away the eighth part 
of his yearly income to the poor, and lii's charity was not 
only extensive but impartial. His learning was very con¬ 
siderable ; he thoroughly digested the Greek and Roman 
authors, understood French perfectly, and had made great 
progress in the Hebrew language. In philosophy and 
oratory he exceeded most of his contemporaries in the 
univer-itv, and applied himself with success to mathe¬ 
matics and music. In the course of his studies he read 
several of the fathers, and translated some parts of Ny- 
nesius into English. TI»ere is nothing, however, of his 
published, but some Meditations and Prayers inserted in 
his Life, and a “ Harmony of the Gospels,” written bv 
another hand, but “ improved by .fames Bonnell, esq. for 
his own use,” Loud. 1703, Kvo. This excellent man died 
of a malignant fever, April 23, and was buried in 

St. John’s church in Dublin. In io!>3 he married Jane, 
daughter of sir Albert Convnghnm, by whom he had three 
children, of whom only one daughter survived him a very 
short time. A neat monument was erected to his memory 
by his relict. “ Such a character,” says Mr. Granger, 
£ ‘ may, perhaps, be overlooked by some, because there is 
nothing remarkably striking in it. But the man who is 
uniformly good, and that to such a degree as Mr. Bomiell 
was, ought to stand high in our opinion, and to be esteem¬ 
ed what he certainly was, a great man.” 1 

BONNER (En.vjgM)), bishop of London, proverbial for 
his cruelty, was the son of an honest poor man* and born 
at Hanley in Worcestershire, although some have very 
eagerly reported that he was the natural son of one George 
Savage, a priest, as if the circumstance of his birth could 
have had any effect on ids future disposition. He was 
maintained at school by an ancestor of Nicholas Lechinere, 
esq. a baron of the exchequer in the reign of king Wil- 

1 B105. Brit.—I.ifi* of Bonnell, by Win. Hamilton, A. M. Archdeacon of 
Anna;;li. and Funeral Sermon for, by Bishop Wetenball, I.ond. Svn, 1”‘ a—IS, 
and reprinted by Mobsis. KivinjCous, ISO”, being the fifth edition. 
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Ram ; and in 1512, he was entered at Broadgate-hall in 
Oxford, now Pembroke coliege. On June 12, 151L>, he 
was admitted bachelor of the canon, and the day following 
bachelor of the civil law. He entered into orders about 
the same time, and had some employment in the diocese 
of Worcester; and on the 12th of July 1525, was created 
doctor of the canon law. He was a man of some, though 
not great learning, hut distinguished himself chiefly by 
his skill and dexterity in ihe management of affairs, 
which made him be taken notice of by cardinal Wolsey, 
who appointed him his commissary for the faculties; and 
lie was with this prelate at Cawood, when he was arrested 
for high treason. He enjoyed at once the livings of Blay- 
don and Cherry Burton in Yorkshire, Ripple in Worcester¬ 
shire, East Dereham in Norfolk, and the prebend of Chis¬ 
wick in the cathedral church of St. Paul : but the last he 
resigned in 153£>, and East Dereham in 1540. He was 
installed archdeacon of Leicester, October 17, 1535. 

After the cardinal’s death, he got. into the good graces 
of king Henry VI!J. who appointed him one of his chap¬ 
lains. On this he began his career in a manner not very 
consistent with his after-conduct. He was not. only a fa¬ 
vourer of the Lutherans, but a promoter of the king’s di¬ 
vorce irom queen Catherine of Spain, ami of great use to 
his maiesty in abrogating the pope’s supremacy'. He was 
also in high favour with lord Cromwell, secretary of state, 
by whose recommendation he was employed as ambassador 
at several courts. In 1532, he was seat to Rome, along 
with sir Edward Karne, to excuse king Henry’s personal 
appearance upon the pope’s citation. In 1533, he was 
again sent to Rome to pope Clement VII. then at Mar¬ 
seilles, upon the excommunication decreed against king 
Henry VIII. on account of his divorce; to deliver that 
king’s appeal from the pope to the next general council. 
Bur in this he betrayed so much of that passionate temper 
which appeared afterwards more conspicuously, and exe¬ 
cuted the order of his master in this affair with so much 
vehemence and fuiy, that the pope talked of throwing him 
into a caldron of melted lead, on which he thought proper 
to make his escape. He was employed likewise in other 
embassies to the kings of Denmark ar.d France, and the 
emperor of Germany. In 1538, being then ambassador 
in f ranee, he was nominated to the bishopric of Hereford, 
Nov. 27 ; but before' consecration he was translated to 
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London, of which he was elected bishop Oct. 20, 1539, 
and consecrated April 4, 1 540. 

At the time of the king's death in 1547, Bonner was 
ambassador with the emperor Charles V.; and though dur¬ 
ing Henry’s reign he appeared zealous against, the pope, 
and had concurred in all the measures taken to abrogate his 
supremacy, yet these steps he appears to have taken merely 
as the readiest way to preferment; for his principles, as 
far as such a man can be said to have any, were those of 
poperv, as became evident from Ins subsequent conduct. 
On the 1st of September 1547, not mini) months after 
the accession of Ifdward VI. he scrupled to take an oath, 
to renounce and deny the bishop of Rome, and to swear 
obedience to the king, and entered a protestation against 
the king’s injunction and homilies. For this behaviour he 
was committed to the Fleet; but having submitted, and re¬ 
canted his protestation, was released, and for sometime com¬ 
plied outwardly with the steps taken to advance the refor¬ 
mation, while he used privately all means in his power to 
obstruct it. After the lord Thomas Seymour’s death, he ap¬ 
peared so remiss in putting the court orders in execution, 
particularly that relating to the use of the common prayer 
book, that he was severe 7 * ' reproved by the privy council. 
He then affected to redouble his diligence: but still, through 
his remissness in preaching, and his connivance at the 
mass in several places, many people in his diocese being 
observed to withdraw from the divine service and com¬ 
munion, he was accused of neglect in the execution of the 
king’s orders. He was summoned before the privy coun¬ 
cil on the 11 th of August, when, after a reproof for his 
negligence, lie was enjoined to preach the Sunday three 
weeks after at Paul’s cross, on certain articles delivered to 
him ; and also to preach there once a quarter for the fu¬ 
ture, and be present at every sermon preached there, and 
to celebrate the communion in that church on all the prin¬ 
cipal feasts: and to abide and keep residence in his house 
in London, till he had licence from the council to depart 
elsewhere. On the day appointed for his preaching, lie 
delivered a sermon to a crowded audience on the points as¬ 
signed to him. But he entirely omitted the last article, 
the king’s royal power in his youth ; for which contempt 
lie was complained to the king by John Hooper, after¬ 
wards bishop of Worcester: and archbishop Cranmer, 
bishop Ridley, sir William Petre, and sir Thomas Smith, 
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set-rotaries of state, and William May, LL. D. and dean 
of St. Paul’s, were appointed commissioners to proceed 
against him. Appearing before them several days in Sep¬ 
tember, lie was, after a long trial, committed to the Mar- 
shalsea; and towards the end of October deprived of his 
bishopric. 

On the accession of queen Mary, Bonner had an oppor¬ 
tunity of shewing himself in his proper character, which 
indeed had been hitherto but faintly concealed. lie was 
restored to his bishopric by a commission read in St. 
Paul’s cathedral the at it of September i 5 5 8 ; and m 1554, 
he was made vicegerent, and president, of the convocation, 
in the room of archbishop C’ramner, who was committed 
to the Tower. 'The same year he visited i.is diocese, in 
order to root up all the seeds of the Reformation, and be¬ 
haved in the most furious and extravagant manner; at 
lladham, he was excessively angry because the bells did 
not. ring at his coming, nor was the rood-loft decked, or 
the sacrament hung up. lie swore and rayed in the church 
at. Dr. Biicket, the rector, and, calling him knave ami 
heretic, went to strike at him ; but tiie blow fell upon sir 
Thomas .luscelvn’s ear, and almost stunned him. On his 
return he set up the mass again at St. Paul’s, before the 
a« t for restoring it was passed. The same year, lie was in 
commission to turn out some of the reformed bishops. In 
*555, and the three following years, he was the occasion 
of above two hundred of innocent persons being put to 
death in the most cruel manner, * hat of burning, for their 
hrm adherence to the Protestant religion. On the 14th of 
I’ebniary 1555-6, he came to Oxford (with Tiiirlby bishop 
ot Ely), to degrade archbishop C runnier, whom he used 
with great msolcnee. The 29th of December following he 
was put into a commission to search and raze all registers 
ami records containing professions against the pope, scru¬ 
tinies taken in religious houses, &c. And the 8th of Feb¬ 
ruary 1 . 06 - 7 , lu; was also put. in another commission, or 
kind of inquisition, for searching after and punishing all 
heretics. 

Upon queen Elizabeth’s accession, Bonner went to meet 
her at iJig-agate, with the rest of the bishops; but she 
looked on him as a man stained with blood, and therefore 
would shew him no mark of her favour. For some months, 
however, he remained unmolested ; but being called be¬ 
fore the privy council on the (fOth of May 1559, he re- 
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fused to tal.e the oath of allegiance and supremacy : for 
which reason only, as it appears, lie was deprived a second 
time of his bishopric the 29th of June following, and com¬ 
mitted to the Marshalsea. After having lived in confine¬ 
ment some years, he died September 5, 1569, and three 
days after he was buried at midnight, in St. George’s church¬ 
yard, Southwark, to prevent an) 7 disturbances that might 
have been made by the citizens, who hated him extremely. 
He had stood excommunicated several years, and might 
have been denied Christian burial ; but of this no advan¬ 
tage was taken. As to his character, he was a violent, furious, 
and passionate man, and extremely cruel in liis nature; 
in his person he was very fat and corpulent, the conse¬ 
quence of excessive gluttony, to which he was much ad¬ 
dicted. He was a great master of the canon law, being 
excelled m that faculty by very few of his time, and well 
skilled in polities, hut understood little of divinity. Se¬ 
veral pieces weie published under his name, of which the 
following is a list: J. Preface to the Oration of .Stephen 
Gardiner, bishop of Winchester, concerning true Obedi¬ 
ence. Printed at London, in Latin, 1534, 1535, and at 
Hamburgh in 153 6, 8vo. Translated into English by Mi¬ 
chael Wood, a zealous Protestant, with a bitter preface to 
the reader, and a postscript, Roan, 1553, Bvo. It is also 
inserted in J. Fox’s book of Martyrs. In the preface Bon¬ 
ner speaks much in favour of king Henry the VUIth’s 
marriage with Ann Boleyn, and against the tyranny exer¬ 
cised by the bishop of Rome in this kingdom. 2. Several 
letters to the lord Cromwell. 3. A declaration to lord 
Cromwell, describing to him the evil behaviour of Stephen 
(bishop of Winchester), with special causes therein con¬ 
tained, wherefore and why he misliked of him. 4. Letter 
of his about the proceedings at Rome concerning the king’s 
divorce from Catherine of Arragon. 5. An admonition and 
advertisement given by the bishop of London to all readers 
of the Bible in the English tongue. 6. Injunctions given 
by Bonner, bishop of London, to his clergy (about preach¬ 
ing, with the names of books prohibited). 7. Letter to 
Mr. Lechmere. 8. Responsum & exhortatio, Loud. 1553, 
8 vo. Answer and exhortation to the clergy in praise of 
priesthood : spokeu by the author in St. Paul’s cathedral, 
the 16th October, 1553, after a sermon preached before 
the clergy, by John Iiarpesfield. 2 . A letter to Mr. Lech- 
Voi., VI. F 
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mere, C)ill September, 1553. 10. Articles to be enquired 

of in the general visitation of Edrnuml bishop of London, 
exercised by him in 1554, in the city and diocese of Lon¬ 
don, &c. To ridicule them, John Bale, bishop of Ossory, 
wrote a book, entitled, A declaration of Edmund Bonner’s 
articles, concerning the clergy of London diocese, whereby 
that execrable auti-christ is in his right colours rc\caled, 
1554, and 1561, Svo. 1 1. A profitable and necessary doc¬ 
trine, containing an exposition on the Creed, seven Sacra¬ 
ments, ten Commandments, the Pater Noster, Ave Maria, 
will) certain homilies adjoining thereto, for the instruction 
and information of the diocese of London, Loud. J 554-5, 
4to. This book was drawn up by his chaplains John 
llarpesfield and Henry Pendleton ; the former part of it, 
which is catechism, is mostly taken out of the Institution 
of a Christian man, set out by king IJenry VIII. only va¬ 
ried in some points. 12. Several letters, declarations, ar- 
gnings, disputes, &e. of his are extant in John Fox’s 
hook of Martyrs, vol. last. 13. llis objections against the 
process of Hubert. Horn, bishop of Winchester, who had 
tendered the oath of supremacy to him a second time, tire 
preseneJ by Mr. Strype in bis Annals of the Reformation. 

The character of bishop Bonner is so familiar to our rea¬ 
ders as to require little illustration, or tmv addition to the 
preceding account from the former edition of this Diction¬ 
ary ; yet some notice may be taken of the defence set up 
by the Roman Catholic historians. Dodd, alluding to bis 
cruelties, says, that “ Seeing be proceeded according to 
the statutes then in force, and by the direction of the le¬ 
gislative power, he stands in need of no apology on that 
score.” But the history of the times proves that Bonner’s 
character cannot be protected by a reference to the sta¬ 
tutes, unless his vindicator can likewise prove that he had 
no hand in enacting those statutes; and even if this were 
conceded, his conduct will not appear less atrocious, be¬ 
cause, not content with the sentence of the law carried into 
execution by the accustomed officers, Bonner took fre¬ 
quent opportunities to manifest the cruelty of his disposi¬ 
tion by anticipating, or aggravating, the legal punishments. 
He sometimes whipped the prisoners with his own hands, 
till he was tired with the violence of the exercise ; and on 
one occasion he tore out the beard of a weaver who refused 
to relinquish his religion ; and that be might give him a 
specimen of burning, he held bis hand to a caudle, till 
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the sinews and veins shrunk and hurst The fact is, that 
Bonner was constitutionally cruel, and delighted in the 
sutferiugs he indicted. Granger very justly says, that 
“ Nature seems to have designed him for an executioner,” 
and as, wherever he could, he performed the character, how 
can he be defended by an appeal to the statutes ? The 
most remarkable circumstance in his history is the lenity 
shown to him after all this bloody career. There seems 
no reason to think that he would have even been de¬ 
prived of his bishopric, had he consented to take the oaths 
of allegiance and supremacy, a circumstance which is 
surely \ cry extraordinary. His compliance, had he taken 
that step, could ha\e been only hypocritical, and what an 
object it would have been to have seen the duties and 
power of a protestant prelate intrusted to such a monster, 
and in that diocese, where so many families preserved the 
bitter remembrance of his cruelty ! 1 

BONNET (Lhaklfs), an eminent natural philosopher, 
was horn 0 Geneva, on the 13th of March, 1720. llis 
ancestors, who were compelled to emigrate from Krange, 
in 1.372, after the dreadful slaughter of St. Bartholomew’s 
dav, established themselves at Geneva, where his "rand- 
father was advanced to the magistracy. llis father, who 
preferred tint station of a private citizen, paid intromitted 
attention to the education of his son, which the latter re¬ 
compensed, at a very early period, by the ainiableness of 
Jiis disposition, and the rapid progress he made in general 
literature. When about sixteen tears of age, he applied 
himself, with great eagerness, to the perusal of “ Le 
Spectacle de la Nature,” ami this work made such a deep 
impression on his mind, that it may be said to have di¬ 
rected the taste and the studies of his future life. What 
that publication had commenced, was confirmed by the 
work of La Pluclie but having accidentally seen the trea¬ 
tise. of Reaumur upon insects, he was^p a transport of joy. 
He was very impatient to procure tne book, but, as the 


* There is, says G ranger, a wooden 
print ol him, whipping Thomas ITin- 
shawe, in the first edition of Fox’s 
Acts anil Monuments.” Sir John 
Harrington tolls us that “ when Bon¬ 
ner was shown this print in the Book of 
•Martyrs on purpose to vex him, he 
laughed at it, saying, “ A vengeance 

1 Itiog. Brit.—Burnet’s Hist, of the Reformation.—Strype.'s Rife of Cranmor, 
Annals aud Memorials.—Fox’s Acts and Monuments.—Dodd’s Ch. Hist. vol. 1 . 
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on the fool, how could he get. my pic¬ 
ture drawn so right!” There is ano¬ 
ther print of him in that book, burning 
a man’s hands with a caudle. With re¬ 
gard to his corpulence, a punster of 
the limes said of him, that “ he was 
full of guts, but empty of bowels.” 
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only copy in Geneva belonged to a public library, and as 
the librarian was reluctant to entrust it in the hands of a 
youth, it was with the utmost difficulty that he could ob¬ 
tain his end. By the possession of this treasure, our as¬ 
siduous youth was enabled to make several new and curi¬ 
ous experiments, which he communicated to Reaumur him¬ 
self j and the high applause he gained, from so great a 
naturalist, added fresh vigour to Ins assiduity. 

In compliance with his father’s desires, he applied him¬ 
self, though with much reluctance, to the study of the 
law. The works of Burlamaqui pleased him the most, on 
account of the perspicuous and philosophic manner in 
which the subject was treated; the institutes of Heinee- 
cius gave him some courage also, as he perceived order 
and connection ; but the Roman law terrified him. Not¬ 
withstanding his application to these authors, he still con¬ 
tinued attached to natural history, and was very active in 
making experiments. Some experiments respecting tree- 
lice happening to be communicated bv ltea^jur to the 
academy of sciences, occasioned an epistolary correspon¬ 
dence between M. Bonnet and that great naturalist, a cir¬ 
cumstance, doubtless, very flattering to a youth of twenty 
years, and the letter of Reaumur was accompanied with a 
present of that very hook which he had borrowed, with so 
much difficulty, two years before. 

Animated by such distinguished marks of approbation, 
he diligently employed every moment he? could steal from 
the study of jurisprudence to the completion of his natural 
history of the tree-louse ; to experiments on the respira¬ 
tion of caterpillars and butterflies, which he discovered to 
be effected by stigmata, or lateral pores ; to an examina¬ 
tion of the construction of the tinea, or tapeworm ; in fre¬ 
quent correspondence with Reaumur; and in assisting 
rreuibley in his discoveries and publication concerning 
millepedes, &c. Having, in 1743, obtained the degree 
ol doctor of laws, He relinquished a pursuit which he had 
commenced with so much reluctance. In the same year 
he was admitted a member of the royal society’ of Lon— 
don, to which he had communicated a treatise on insects. 

Bonnet being now liberated from his other pursuits, ap¬ 
plied himself, without intermission, to collecting together 
his experiments and observations concerning the tree-louse 
and the worm, which he published in 1744, under the 
title of “ Insectology.’’^ This work acquired deserved ap- 
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probation from the public, and was honoured by the com¬ 
mendation of the celebrated B. de Jussieu. He was re¬ 
proached, however, as some other naturalists have de¬ 
served, with having paid too little attention to the delicacy 
of liis reader, though his patience and accuracy were ac¬ 
knowledged to be deserving of praise. Such unremitted 
application and labour could not fail of becoming injurious 
to his health. Inflammations, nervous fever, sore eyes, &c. 
compelled him to relinquish the use of the.microscope and 
the study of insects. This prevention was so extremely 
mortifying to a man of his taste and activity of mind, that 
he was thrown into a deep melancholy, which could only 
be subdued by the resolution inspired by philosophy, and 
the consolations of religion ; these gradually roused him 
from a dejected state of mind. About the end of 174G, 
he was chosen member of the literary institution at Bo¬ 
logna, which introduced him to a correspondence with the 
celebrated Zauotti, who may be deemed the Fonlenelle of 
Italy. 

In 1747, he undertook a very difficult work on the 
leaves of plants^ which, of all his publications in natural 
history, bore the strongest marks of originality, both with 
respect to the manner in which his experiments were made, 
and the discoveries resulting from them. But from this 
extreme attachment to natural history, he was gradually led 
to a study of a very different nature ; and speculative phi¬ 
losophy now engaged his whole attention. The first result 
of his meditations in this department was his “ Essay 
on Psychology,” in which the principal facts observable 
in human nature, and the consequences resulting' from 
them, are stated in a concise and perspicuous manner. He 
contemplated man, from the first moment of his existence, 
and pursued the developevnent of his senses and faculties, 
from simple growth up to intelligence. This work, which 
was published without his name, met with great opposi¬ 
tion, and was criticised with severity but the censures 
were directed more against liis expressions than his prin- 
. ciples, nor were they of sufficient importance to impede 
the general acceptance of the performance. His “ Analy¬ 
sis of the mental faculties” was simply a devclopement of 
the ideas contained in the preceding work. It engaged 
his incessant attention for the space of five years ; nor was 
it completed before 1759. It is somewhat singular, that 
both he and the abl>6 de Condillac should have illustrated 
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their principles by the supposition of a statue, organized 
like the human both, which they conceited to be gradu¬ 
ally inspired with a soul, and the progressive enlargement 
of whose powers they carefully traced. In 17GO litis work 
was published at Copenhagen by order and at the expenoe 
of Frederic V.; and it was followed in 17 G'2 by “Con¬ 
siderations on organized bodies,” in which the author had 
three principal objects heloro him; the first was to give a 
concise view of every tiling which appears interesting in 
natural history, respecting the origin, growth, and re¬ 
production of organized bodies; the second was to confute 
the two dilferent systems founded upon the F.pigenesis; 
anil the third was to explain the system of Germ-., indicate 
tile ground upon which it, was founded, its correspondence 
with facts, and the consequences resulting from it. This 
work was received with much satisfaction by natural philo¬ 
sophers. The academy of Berlin, which had proposed the 
same subject, as a prize-question for 17<il, declared that 
they considered this treatise as the offspring of close obser¬ 
vation and profound reasoning; and that the author would 
have had an undubitablc right to the prize, if lie had confined 
his labours to the precise statement of the question, and 
Malesherbes reversed the interdict, which the public censor 
had laid upon tins hook, as containing dangerous princi¬ 
ples. 

The “Contemplations of Nature” appeared in 17G4. 
In this work, the author first enlarged upon the common 
conceptions entertained concerning the existence and per¬ 
fections of God ; and of the order and uniformity observ- 
anie in the universe. lie next descends to man, examines 
tiie parts of his composition, and the xarious capacities 
with which he is endowed. Me next proceeds to the 
plants : assembles ami describes the laws of their cvco- 
lioiny ’•> al ni finally, lie examines the insects, indicates tlie 
principal circumstances in whit h they differ from large 
animals, and pointslmit tit; philosophical inferences that, 
may legitimately he deduced from these differences; and 
lie concludes with observations respecting the industry of 
insects. 1 his work being of a popular nature, the author 
spared no pains in bestowing upon it. those ornaments of 
which it was susceptible. The principles which he thus 
discovered and explained, induced him to plan a system 
of moral philosophy ; which, according to his ideas, con¬ 
sisted solely in the observance of that relation in which 



BONNET. 


71 


man is placed, respecting all the beings that surround him. 
The first branch would have comprehended various means, 
which philosophy and the medical science have discovered, 
for tIn* prevention of disease, the preservation and aug¬ 
mentation of the corporeal powers, and the better exertion 
of their force: in the second, he proposed to show, that 
natural philosophy has a powerful tendency to embellish 
and improve our mind, and augment the number of our 
rational amusements, while it: is replete with beneficial ef¬ 
fects respecting the society at large. To manifest the 
invalidity of opinions, merely hypothetical, lie undertook, 
in the third place, to examine, whether there were not 
truths within the compass of human knowledge, to which 
the most sceptical phil osopher must be compelled to yield 
his consent, and which might serve as the basis of all our 
reasonings concerning man and his various relations. lie 
then would have directed his attention to a first cause, 
and lan e manifested how greatly the idea of a deity, and su¬ 
preme law-giver, favoured the conclusions which reason 
had drawn from the nature and properties of things ; but 
his ill health, impaired by incessant labour, would not 
permit, him to complete the design. IJis last publication 
was the Palingenesis,” which treats of the prior exist¬ 
ence and future state of living beings. 

Of his publications in natural history, those deemed the 
most excellent, are, his Treatise on the best means of pre¬ 
serving Insects and Fish in cabinets of Natural History ; 
a dissertation on the Loves of the Plants; sundry pieces 
on the experiments of Spallanzani, concerning the repro¬ 
duction of tije head of the Snail; a dissertation on the Pipa, 
or Sunuam Toad ; and different treatises on Bees. 

in 1783, he was elected honorary member of the aca- 

1 , . t *' 

demy of sciences at Paris, and of the academy of scien¬ 
ce s and the belles lettres at Berlin. Much of his time was 
employed in a \ery extensive correspondence with some of 
the most celebrated natural philosophers and others. Of 
this number wort' llcaumur; Ue Geer, the Reaumur of Swe¬ 
den ; Du Hamel; the learned Haller; the experimental 
philosopher Spallanzani; Van Svvieten ; Merian ; and that, 
ornament of Switzerland, the great Lambert. He enter¬ 
tained, however, the utmost aversion to controversy. He 
thought that no advantage to be obtained by it could com¬ 
pensate lor the loss of that repose which he valued, with 
Newton, as the van prorsus substantial cm. He never 
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answered remarks that were made to the prejudice of his 
writings, but Jeft the decision with the public : yet, ever 
ready to acknowledge his errors, he was sincerely thank! ill 
to every one who contributed to the perfection ol his works. 
He was used to say, that one confession, “ J was in tin; 
wrong,” is of more value than a thousand ingenious* 
confutations. His literary occupations, and the cure he 
was obliged to take of his health, prevented him from tra¬ 
velling. He delighted in retirement, and every hour was 
occupied in the improvement of his mind. The last 
twenty-live years of his life were spent in the same rural 
situation where he had passed tin- greater part ol his early 
days; yet, notwithstanding the pursuit of literature was 
his supreme delight, lie never refused to suspend his stu¬ 
dies, when the good of his country seemed to demand his 
services. 

He was chosen, in 1752, member of the grand council, 
in the republic of Geneva; and he assisted regularly at 
their deliberations, till 1768, where he distinguisued him¬ 
self by bis eloquence, his moderation, united with firm¬ 
ness; by his good sense and penetration, in cases of diffi¬ 
culty ; and by the zeal with which he endeavoured to re¬ 
claim his fellow citizens to that ancient simplicity of man¬ 
ners which had been so conducive to the welfare of the 
state, and to the love of virtue, so essential to the exist¬ 
ence of genuine liberty. His conduct, in every case, was 
consistent w.th bis principles. He took no pains to accu¬ 
mulate wealth, but remained satisfied with a fortune equal 
to his moderate vvant^, and to the t xercise of his benevo¬ 
lence. The perfect correspondence between his extensive 
knowledge and virtuous deeds, procured him universal 
esteem. 

In thj year 1788, evident symptoms of a dropsy of the 
chest manifeste d themselves ; and from this time he gra¬ 
dually declined. lie- sustained his indisposition with un- 
remiited ch<-erlidness and composure. Alter various fluc¬ 
tuations, usual m that complaint, he died, on the 20th of 
May, 17!>';, in the seventy-third year of his age ; retaining 
his presence of mind to the last moment; administering 
comf-Mi to surrounding e iends and relatives; and attempt¬ 
ing to aheiiaie the distress of his disconsolate wife, in 
whose arms no expired. 

As a demonstration of the high value placed upon his 
labours and talents, by the literati, we have only to add. 
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that he was member of most of the learned societies of Eu¬ 
rope. 'i he latter part of his life was employed in revising 
Isis works, ol which a complete edition was published at 
Neuciiatel in 9 vols. 4to, or 18 vols. 8vo, containing, be¬ 
sides these already noticed, several smaller pieces in na¬ 
tural history anti metaphysics. Notwithstanding the high 
praises bestowed on Bonnet by his countrymen, there are 
many parts of his works which must he read with caution, 
nor, where there is not much danger in his speculations, 
is he always a very' conclusive reasoner. 1 

BONNEVAL (Claudius Alexander de), count, known 
in the latter part of his life by the name ol Osman Bashaw, 
descended from a family related to the blood royal of 
France, was born in IG72, and entered himself at the age 
of sixteen, in the service of that crown, anti married the 
daughter of marshal de Biron. He made the campaign in 
Flanders in 1G90, but soon after leit the trench army, 
and entered into the Imperial service under prince Eugene, 
who honoured him with an intimate friendship. The in¬ 
trigues of the marquis de Prie, his inveterate enemy, ruined 
Ids credit however at the court of Vienna, and caused him 
to be banished the empire. He then oflered his service to 
the republic of Venice, and to Russia; which being de¬ 
clined, bis next tender was to the grand Signior, who 
gladly received him: il was stipulated that he should have 
a body of 30,000 men at his disposal ; that u government 
should be conferred on him, with the rank ol bashaw ot 
three tails; a salary of 10,000 aspers a day, equal to 
45,000 livres a year; and that, in case ol a war, he should 
he commander in chief. The fir>t expedition he engaged 
In alter his arrival at Constantinople, was to quell an in¬ 
surrection in Arabia Petrtea, which he happily effected ; 
and at his return, had large offers made him by Kouli 
Khan, which he did not choose to accept. Some time 
alter, he commanded the Turkish army against the em¬ 
peror, over whose forces he gained a victory on the banks 
of the Danube. But success does not always protect a 
person against disgrace; for Bonneval, notwithstanding 
his service, was first imprisoned, and then banished to the 
island of Ohio. The sultan, however, continued his friend; 
and the evening before his departure made him bashaw 
general of the Archipelago, which, with his former ap- 

* Meraoircs pour servir a i'histoire, &c. de M. Charles Bonnet, Bern, 8»o. 
1UA. 
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poinfment of beglerbeg of Arabia, rendered him one of the 
most powerful persons in tlie Ottoman empire. In tins 
island, lie found a retirement agreeable to his wishes, but 
did not long enjoy it, being sent lor back, anil made to- 
pigi or master of tbe ordnance, a post ol great honour and 
profit, lie. du d in this employment, aged 7 a, in 1747 ; 
and wrote the memoirs of bis own life, which were pub¬ 
lished in London in 1775, 2 vols. 12mo, and give hut an 
indifferent, idea of his personal character. 1 

BONONF. (Oaiu.o), an eminent artist, was born at 
Ferrara in 1 5 eg, pud died in ! 652. lie was the scholar of 
Bastaruolo, ami the rival ol" Scarseiiino, whose suavity ot 
maimer lie attempted to eclipse 1»y energy and grandeur, 
lie studied at Bologna, for that purpose, the Carracci ; at 
Koine, with nature and the antique, perhaps the Human 
style; at Venice, Paolo, and at Purina, Corregio. In 
compositions of a lew figures only, he resembles Lod. 
Carracci sometimes to a degree of delusion ; but in works 
of numerous grouping, such as the “ Feast of llerod,” 
and the “ Nuptials of Cana,” at Ferrara, and chiefly in 
the “ Supper of Aha.-.uerus,” at Ravenna, he rivals in 
abundance and arrangement, tlie ornamental style of Paolo. 
At St. INI aria in Va<!o at Ferrara, bis science in Corre- 
giesque fore-shortening and forcible elfeets of chiaroscuro, 
fixed and astonished the eye of Gnercino. His cabinet 
pictures possess a high degree of finish. That such powers 
should not hitherto lu.ve procured iiunoiic an adequate de¬ 
gree of celebrity in the annals of panning, proves only, 
that no felicity of imitation can ever raise its possessors to 
the honours of originality and invention. ' 

BONOSUS, an ancient prelate of the lourt.li century, 
is known in church liistovv as the heretical bishop of 
Naissus in Dacia, though some authors say of Kardiea, the 
metropolis of that province. In the year 32 1 he was ac¬ 
cused of crimes agamst the canons of the church and the 
law of God, and was reported for heresy at the council of 
Capua, which met tin* latter end of that. year. The par¬ 
ticulars of his crimes cannot now he known, hut his heresy 
may be gathered, from St. Augustiu and St. Ambrose. lie 
iiad, before, been condemned by Damasus, bishop of Rome, 
who died A. D. 3Sk The council of Capua committed the 
hearing ol his cause to the bishops ol Mecodon, his neigh-. 


1 Aleaijirs.—Diet. Il.st. 


3 I’iikinsjton by Fuseli. 
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hours, under their metropolitan Anysius, bishop of Thes- 
salonica. The bishops assembled, agreeably to the order 
of the council, and 13 oti os us appeared before them ; after 
examination, they were so well convinced of the truth of 
the charge, that they immediately suspended him from 
all episcopal functions; at the same time writing a letter 
to Syrieius bishop of Rome, declaring their abhorrence of 
the detestable error, that the virgin Mary should have other 
children than Christ. Bonosus died A. 1). 410; but his 
doctrine did not die with him, being maintained by some 
"00 years after his death. Pope Gregory makes mention 
ol the hour,sians in the latter end of the sixth century. 1 

JJONTEMPI (Anukum), a native of Perugia, and au¬ 
thor of the first history of music in the Italian language 
with which we are acquainted, was an able professor, of 
considerable learning, who flourished about the middle of 
the seventeenth century. His work, which has for title 
“ llistoria Musica di Gio. And. Angclini Bontempi,” was 
published at Perugia, in small folio, 1 CD5. It is become 
somewhat scarce, which enhances its value with collectors 
of books ; but Dr. IJurney’s opinion is unfavourable. lie 
says that with great parade of his learning, science, and 
acquaintance with the Greek theorists, that are conic down 
to us, he leaves us in as utter darkness concerning the 
practice of ancient music as ever, and has furnished us 
with but little information concerning the modern of his 
own time, with which, however, as a contrapuntist, he 
seems to have been perfectly well acquainted. Indeed, by 
the frequent use he makes of scientific terms, his book, 
when casually opened, has more the appearance of a dry 
mathematical treatise, than the history of an elegant art. 
The most curious and interesting part of his work is, the 
account which he gives of the discipline of the college of 
singers in the service of the pontifical chapel, ami of the 
great masters who then flourished at Borne, who had dis¬ 
tinguished themselves in writing “ Alla Palestrina” for the 
church : secular music was then hut little cultivated, and 
less respected there, till operas and oratorios had made 
some progress in polishing melody, and in the just ac¬ 
centuation and expression of words. * 

BONTEMS (Madame), a lady who was born at Paris 
in 1718, and died in the same city April IS, 17GS, had 

1 Morcri.—Enrdner. 

V Ilurnoy’s and Hawkins’s Hist, of Music.—Rcca's Cyclopaedia. 



76 


B O N T E M S. 


received from nature a good understanding anti an excel¬ 
lent taste, which were cultivated hy a suitable education. 
She possessed the foreign languages, and was mistress of 
all the delicate turns of her own. It is to her that the 
French are indebted for a translation, said to be accurate 
and elegant, of Thomson's Seasons, 1759, 12nto. Madame 
Bontems had a select society that frequented her house, 
and though she had a great talent for wit, she only made 
use of it for displaying that of others. She was not less 
esteemed for the qualities of her heart than those of her 
mind. 1 

JBONTIUS (Gerard), professor in medicine at the uni¬ 
versity of Leyden in the latter part of the sixteenth cen¬ 
tury, was a man of profound erudition, and critically 
versed in the Greek language, lie was born at Kyswick, 
a small village of Guelderlaml, and died at Leyden, Sept. 
15, 1599, sixty-three years old. Boutins is the inventor 
of a composition of pills, which, from his name, are called 
Pilulae tartarea* Bontii. The Dutch for a long time kept 
this composition a secret; but they have been analysed by 
the industry of some physicians, and the ingredients are 
now well known, lie wrote some commentaries on Hip¬ 
pocrates, hut published no part of them. He left two 
sons, both eminent in the medical art, James and llcvner. - 

BONTIUS (James), called by some, John, a native of 
Leyden, was educated in philosophy and medicine under 
his father, Gerard ; and being sent to the Last Indies, 
practised physic at Batavia about the middle of the seven¬ 
teenth century. On his return to Europe he wrote several 
taiuable works on the diseases and practice of medicine of 
india. These are, “ l)e eonservamla Valctudine, ac dicta 
sanis in India observandis“ Met hod us medendi, qua 
oportet in India oricntali uti“ Observationes selectee 
ex dissectione cadaverum ac auiopsia descripta:.” lie also 
published curious observations relating to the botany and 
natural history of those regions, especially the vegetables 
used in medicine and diet, in his work entitled “ l)e Me- 
dicina Indorum,” in 1642, and afterwards, with Alpinus’s 
work, “ De Medicina iEgyptiorum,” 1718, 4to. He also 
published “ Ilistoria Nat. et Med. India; orientalis,” 1658, 
fol. His brother lteyuer was many years professor of rne- 

1 Diet. llistorique. 

9 Eiclico TlieaUum.—leones ac Vitre Rect. Acad. Leiden, 4to, 1714. 
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tlicine at Leyden, and rector of the university. He died 
in 1623. 1 

BONWICKE (Ambrose), a nonjuring clergyman of 
great piety and learning, son of the rev. John Bonwicke, 
rector of Mickloham in Surrey, was born April 29, 1652, 
and educated at Merchant Taylors school. Thence he was 
elected to St. John’s college, Oxford, in 1668, where he 
was appointed librarian in 1G70 ; B. A. 1673 ; M. A. March 
18, 1675 ; was ordained deacon May 21, 1676 ; priest, 
June 6 (Trinity Sunday), 1680 ; proceeded B. D. July 21, 
1682 ; and was elected master of Merchant Taylors school 
June 9, 1686. In 1689, the college of St. John’s peti¬ 
tioned the Merchant Taylors company, that he might con¬ 
tinue master of the school (which is a nursery for their 
college) for life; but, at Christmas 1691, he was turned 
out for refusing to take the oath of allegiance, and was 
afterwards for many years master of a celebrated school at 
Headley, near Leatherhcad in Surrey, where lie bad at 
one time the honour of having the poet Fenton for his 
usher, and Bowyer (who was afterwards the learned prin¬ 
ter) for a scholar. 

Mr. Nichols has in MS. a curious correspondence of 
Mr. Bonwicke with Mr. Blechynden, on occasion of his 
ejection from the Merchant Taylors school, with many of 
his college exercises, and letters to his father. Some let¬ 
ters, which convey an admirable idea of his unaffected 
piety and goodness, may be seen in the Life of Bowyer. 
A copy of iiis verses, whilst fellow of St. John’s, is printed 
in an Oxford collection, on the death of king Charles II. 
1685. By his wife (Elizabeth Stubbs) Mr. Bonwicke had 
twelve children, one of whom furnished the subject of a 
very interesting little volume, entitled <c A Pattern for 
Young Students in the University, set forth in the Life of 
Mr. Ambrose Bonwicke, some time scholar of St. John’s 
College, Cambridge,” 1729, 12mo, of which Mr. Nichols 
has given an excellent analysis, with additions, in his late 
Literary History.® 

BOOKER (John), one of those impostors who amused 
the public in the seventeenth century, was horn at Man¬ 
chester in 1601, and was bred a haberdasher in Lawretiee- 
lane, London, hut quitted this employment and followed 

1 Frolieri Thcatrum.—leones ac Vitae Rect. Acad. I.ciden,. 4to, 1714.—Rees’s 
Cyclopaedia. 

* Nichols’s Bowyer, vois. I. and S'. 
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that of a writing-master at Hadley in Middlesex, and was 
afterwards for some time clerk to the sitting aluermen at 
Guildhall. He in a few years rendered himself so eminent, 
that he was appointed licenser of mathematical hooks, under 
which were included all those that related to the celestial 
sciences. Lilly tells tis, that he once thought him the 
greatest astrologer in the world ; hut it appears that he 
afterwards sunk in his esteem, and that he thought himself 
a much greater man. We are told by the same author, 
that “he had a. curious fancy in judging of thefts, and 
was as successful in resolving love questions,” which was 
a capital branch of his trade. George Wharton, who was 
formerly one of his astrological friends, had a great quarrel 
with him, which occasioned his publishing “ Mcrcnrio- 
Ccxilieo Mastix ; or an Anti-caveat to all such as have here¬ 
tofore had the misfortune to be cheated and deluded by 
that great and treacherous impostor John Booker; in an 
answer to his frivolous pamphlet, entitled Merctirius C«:- 
licus, or a Caveat to all the people of England Oxon. 
1644, 4to. The only work of Booker’s worth notice is, 
his “ Bloody Irish Almanac,” which contains some me¬ 
morable particulars relative to the war in Ireland. He 
died April 1667, and his hooks were sold to Elias Ashmole, 
who, as Lilly informs us, and we may readily believe, gave 
more for them than they were worth. 1 

BOONEN (AltNoi.li), a portrait-painter, was born at 
Dort, in ltidii, and after having been for some time a 
disciple of Arnold Verbuis, placed himself under Godfrey 
Schaicken, who recommended to him, after having re- 
eoixed bis instructions for six years, to study nature. 
following this advice, Boonen obtained the reputation of a 
great master at the age of twenty-five years. Ilis style of 
colouring was extremely good ; the attitudes of his figures 
were elegantly disposed ; his touch neat. The whole pos¬ 
sessed such harmony, and his portraits maintained such a 
striking likeness, that he was ranked among the ablest 
artists of his time; he had a number of admirers, and a 
greater demand for works than he was able to execute. He 
had the honour of painting the portraits of the czar of 
Muscovy, of Frederick I. king of Prussia, of the victorious 
duke of Marlborough, as well as ol’ many of the princes of 
Germany, and most of the noblemen who attended the 

1 Granger —Lilly’s Life and Times, p. 40, edit. 1774. 
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czar, llis health was impaired by his excessive applica¬ 
tion, and he died rich in 1729. J 

BOO T, or BOETILJS (Gkkakd), of a noble family, was 
born at Gorcum, in Holland, in 1604. After taking his 
degree of doctor in medicine, he came to England, and was 
in such estimation for his skill in his profession, that he 
was made physician to king Charles 1. On the death of 
that prince he settled in Dublin, but died soon after, viz. 
in m50. In 1630 he published “ Ileures de Recreation,” 
4to, in the Dutch language; and in 1640, “ Philosophia 
Naturalis reformata,” which are not, however, much esteem¬ 
ed. llis brother Arnold, likewise a physician, was well 
versed in the Latin, Greek, Hebrew, and Syriac languages. 
After taking his degree of doctor in medicine, he came also 
to London ; but on the breaking out of the troubles here, 
he removed to Ireland, where he practised with success 
and reputation for some years. Tired at length witii the 
hurry and confusion incident to civil con*-notions, and hav¬ 
ing experienced some losses, he went to Paris, anil there 
passed the remainder of his life in retirement and study. 
He died in 1633. He published, in 164.9, “ Observationes 
Medicm do atfectibus a veteribus omissis,” 12mo. Haller 
gives a particular account of this volume, which contains 
uianv interesting and curious observations. 4 
BOOK DE. \See BORDE. 

BOOTH (Abraiiam), a pious and popular dissenting 
minister of the Baptist persuasion, was born at Blackwell 
in Derbyshire, May 20 , 17:54, of poor parents, who were 
unable to give him any education. He spent a consi¬ 
derable part of bis youth in the farming business, and that 
of the stocking frame, but appears to have during this time 
read much, and at length began to preach among the sect 
called the general baptists, throughout the towns and vil¬ 
lages in bis neighbourhood. In his twenty-third year lie 
married ; and this producing a numerous family, he opened 
a school at Sutton-Ashtiekl. At this time he held the 
doctrine of universal redemption, and disliked predestina¬ 
tion to such a degree as to ridicule it in a poem (of which 
he was afterwards ashamed), but he now changed bis sen¬ 
timents and became a zealous Calvinist in that and othei 
points supposed to constitute the Calvinistic system. The 

1 Pilkington.—Descamt's, vol. TV. 

9 Haller, Bibl. Med.—liees's Cyclopaedia,—Moreri. 
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consequence of this change was, an avowal and defence of 
his new opinions in his first. publication, “ The Iteign of 
Grace,” in which he was encouraged by the late rev. llenry 
Venn, vicar of Huddersfield, who wrote a recommendatory 
preface to it. It appeared in 17 68, and led to a new and 
important sera in his life, being so much approved by the 
congregation of particular baptists in Prescot-street, Good¬ 
man's fields, whose pastor was just dead, that they invited 
Mr. Booth to succeed him. This invitation he accepted, 
and in Feb. 1769, took possession of his pulpit, alter being' 
regularly ordained for the first lime. Here be appears ior 
some years to have spent what time he could spare from 
his public labours in laying in a sto» k of knowledge ; and 
although he always lamented the want of a regular educa¬ 
tion, his proficiency, ami the extent of his reading were so 
great as in some measure to redeem his time, and place 
him on a footing, both as a scholar, preacher, and writer, 
with the ablest of his brethren. He knew Greek and 
Latin usefully, if not 'critically : the Greek Testament lie 
went through nearly fifty times by the simple expedient 
of reading one chapter every day. General science and 
literature, history, civil and ecclesiastical, he investigated 
with acuteness in the ablest writers, English, French, 
Dutch, anti German; and his works show that he particu¬ 
larly excelled in a knowledge of controversial divinity, 
and of those arguments, pro and con, which were con¬ 
nected with his opinions as a baptist. A Her exercising 
it is ministry in Prescot-street for nearly thirty-seven years, 
lie died Monday, Jan. 27, f 806, and his memory was ho¬ 
noured by a tablet and inscription in his meeting-house, 
recording his virtues and the high respect his congrega¬ 
tion entertained for him. Besides the work already men¬ 
tioned, he published, 1. “ The Death of Legal Hope, the 
Life of Evangelical Obedience,” 1770, 12nto. 2. “ The 
Deity of Jesus Christ essential to the Christian Religion,” 
a translation from Abbadie, and occasioned by the sub¬ 
scription controversy, 1770. 3. “ An Apology for the Bap¬ 
tists—in refusing communion at the Lord’s Table to Pac- 
dobaptists,” 1778. 4. *- Piedobaptism examined, on the 

principles, concessions, and reasonings of the most learned 
Paedobaptists,” 1784, and enlarged 1737, 2 vols. a work 
which his sect consider as unanswerable. lie published 
also some lesser tracts and occasional sermons. 1 


1 Essay on bis Life and Writings, by William Jones, 1808, 8vo. 
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BOO TH (Barton), a celebrated tragic actor, was born 
in the county palatine of Lancaster, itiSl. At the age of 
nine years iie was put to Westminster school, under the 
tuition of the famous Dr, Busby, where he soon discovered 
an excellent genius and capacity. He had a peculiar turn 
for Latin poetry, and had fixed many of the finest passages 
of the antients so firmly in his memory, that ho could, 
repeat them with such propriety cf emphasis, and grace¬ 
fulness of action, as to charm every body who heard him. 
Thence it was, that when, according to custom, a Latin 
play was to be acted, one of tiie first parts was given to 
young Booth ; who performed it in such a manner as gained 
him universal applause, and particular respect from the 
doctor. This first gave him an inclination for the stage. 
His father intended him for the church : but when Barton 
reached the age of seventeen, and was about to be sent to 
the university, he stole away from school, and went over 
to Ireland in 1698, with Mr. Ashbury, master of the com¬ 
pany. Here he was soon distinguished greatly by bis 
theatrical abilities, especially in tragedy, for winch he 
seemed to be formed by nature ; for he hail a grave coun¬ 
tenance and a good person, with a fine voice and a manly 
action. When he had been three seasons in Dublin, in 
which time he had acquired a great reputation, he resolved 
to return to England; which lie accordingly did in 1701, 
and was recommended to Mr. Betterton, who behaved to 
him with great civility, and took him into his company. 
The first character in which he appeared on the Eng¬ 
lish stage, was that of Maximus, in the tragedy of Va- 
fentinian ; and it was scarce possible for a young actor to 
meet with a better reception. The Ambitious Stepmother 
coming on soon after, he performed the part of Artaban, 
which added considerably to the reputation he had ac¬ 
quired, aud made him esteemed one of the first actors. 
Nor was his fame less in all the succeeding characters 
which he attempted ; but he shone with greatest lustre in 
the tragedy of Cato, which was brought on the stage in 
1712. “Although Cato (says Mr. Cibber) seems plainly 
written upon what are called whig principles, yet the 
tories at that time had sense enough not to take it-as the 
least reflection on their administration; but, on the con- 
trary, seemed to brandish and vaunt their approbation of 
every sentiment in favour of liberty, which, by a public 
act of their generosity, was carried so high, that one dav 
Voi.. VI. G 
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while the play was acting, they collected 50 guineas in 
the boxes, and made a present of them to Booth, with this 
compliment—For his honest opposition to a perpetual dic¬ 
tator, and his dying so bravely in the cause of liberty.” 
The reputation to which Booth was now arrived seemed to 
entitle him to a share in the management of the theatre; 
but this perhaps his merit would never have procured, had 
it not been through the favour of lord Bolingbroke, who, 
in 1713, recalling all former licences, procured a new one, 
in which Booth’s name was added to those of Cibber, 
Wilks, aud Dogget. Dogget, however, was so much of¬ 
fended at this, that he threw up his share, and would not 
accept of any consideration for it; but Cibber tells us, he 
only made this a pretence, and that the true reason of his 
quitting was his dislike to Wilks, whose humour was be¬ 
come insupportable to him. When Booth came to a share 
in the management of the house, he was in the thirty-third 
year of his age, and in the highest reputation as an actor: 
nor did his fame as a player sink by degrees, as sometimes 
has happened to those who have been most applauded, but 
increased every day more and more. The health of Booth, 
however, beginning to decline, he could not act so often 
as usual; and hence became more evident the public fa¬ 
vour towards him, by the crowded audiences his appear¬ 
ance drew, when the intervals of his distemper permitted 
him to tread the stage: but his constitution broke now 
very fast, and lie was attacked with a complication of dis¬ 
tempers, which carried him off. May 10, 1733. 

His character as an actor has been celebrated by some 
of the best judges. Mr. Aaron Hill, a gentleman, who by 
the share he had in the management of the play-house, 
could not but have sufficient opportunities of becoming 
well acquainted with his merit, has given us a very high 
character of him. “ Two advantages (says this gentleman) 
distinguished him in the strongest light from the rest of his 
fraternity ; he had learning to understand perfectly what¬ 
ever it was his part to speak, and judgment to know how 
far it agreed or disagreed with his character. Hence arose 
a peculiar grace, which was visible to every spectator, 
though few were at the pains of examining into the cause 
of their pleasure. He could soften, and slide over with a 
kind of elegant negligence, the improprieties in a part he 
acted ; while, on the contrary, he would dwell with energy 
upon the beauties, as if he exerted a latent spirit; which 
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had been kept back for such an occasion, that lie might 
alarm, awaken, and transport in those places only where 
the dignity of his own good sense could be supported by 
that of his author. A little reflection upon this remarkable 
quality will teach us to account for that manifest languor, 
which has sometimes been observed in his action, and 
which was generally, though I think falsely, imputed to 
the natural indolence of his temper. For the same reason, 
though in the customary rounds of his business he would 
condescend to some parts in comedy, he seldom appeared 
in any of them with much advantage to his character. 
The passions which he found in comedy were not strong- 
enough to excite his fire, and what seemed want of quali¬ 
fication, was only absence of impression. He bad a talent 
at discovering the passions, where they lay bid in some 
celebrated parts, by the injudicious practice of other actors, 
which when he had discovered, lie soon grew able to ex¬ 
press : and his secret for attaining this great lesson of the 
theatre was an adaption of.his look to his voice, by which 
artful imitation of nature, the variations in the sound of his 
words gave propriety to every change in his countenance. 
So that it was Mr. Booth’s peculiar felicity to be heard and 
seen the same—whether as the pleased, the grieved, the 
pitying, the reproachful, or the angry. One would almost be 
tempted to borrow the aid of a very bold figure, and, to ex¬ 
press tliis excellence the more significantly, beg permission 
to affirm, that the blind might have seen him in his voice, 
and the deaf have heard him in his visage. His gesture, 
or, as it is commonly called, his action, was but the result 
and necessary consequence of his dominion over his voice 
and countenance; for having, by a concurrence of two 
such causes, impressed bis imagination with such a stamp 
and spirit of passion, he ever obeyed the impulse by a 
kind of natural dependency, and relaxed or braced suc¬ 
cessively into all that fine expressiveness, with which he 
painted what he spoke without restraint or affectation.” 

Mr. Cibber has also taken particular notice of Booth, 
nor has he omiLted either liis excellencies or defects: this 
writer, speaking of Wilks and him, says, “ they were ac¬ 
tors so opposite in tneir manner, that if either of them 
could have borrowed a little of the other’s fault, they 
would both have been improved by it. If Wilks had some¬ 
times too great a vivacity. Booth as often contented him¬ 
self with too grave a dignity. The latter seemed toe 

a 2 
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much to heave up his words, as the other to dart them to 
the ear with too quick and sharp a vehemence. Thus 
Wilks would too frequently break into the time and mea¬ 
sure of the harmony by too many spirited accents in one 
line ; and Booth, by too solemn a regard to harmony, would 
as often lose the necessary spirit of it: so that (as 1 have 
observed) could we have sometimes raised the one and 
sunk the other, they had both been nearer the mark. 
Yet this could not be always objected to them ; they had 
their intervals of unexceptionable excellence, that more 
than balanced their errors. The master-piece of Booth 
was Othello j then he was most in character, and seemed 
not more to animate and please himself in it than his spec¬ 
tators. It is true he owed his last and highest advance¬ 
ment to his acting Cato ; but it was the novelty and critical 
appearance of that character, that chiefly swelled the tor¬ 
rent of his applause ; for, let the sentiments of a declaim¬ 
ing patriot have ail the sublimity of poetry, and let them 
be delivered with all the utmost grace and elocution, yet 
this is but one light wherein the excellence of an actor 
can shine; but in Othello we may see him in the variety 
of nature. In Othello, therefore, I maj^ safely aver, that 
Booth shewed himself thrice the actor that he could in 
Cato, and yet his merit in acting Cato need not be di¬ 
minished by this comparison. Wilks often regretted, that 
in tragedy he had not the full and strong voice of Booth, 
to command and grace his periods with. But Booth used 
to say, that if his ear had been equal to it, Wilks had 
voice enough to have shewn himself a much better trage¬ 
dian. Now, though there might be some truth in this, yet 
these two actors were of so mixed a merit, that even in 
tragedy the superiority was not always on the same side. 
In sorrow, tenderness, or resignation, Wilks plainly had 
the advantage, and seemed more pathetically to feel, look, 
and express his calamity. But in the more turbulent tran¬ 
sports of the heart. Booth again bore the palm, and left 
all competitors behind him.” 

: Besides his professional merit. Booth was a man of let¬ 
ters, and an author in more languages than one. He had 
a taste for poetry, which discovered itself when he was 
very young, in translations from several Odes of Horace ; 
and iu his riper years, he wrote several songs and other 
original poems, which were very far from injuring his re¬ 
putation. He was also the author of a mask or dramatic 
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entertainment called “ Dido and ./Eneas,” that was very 
well received upon the stage; but his best performance 
was a Latin inscription to the memory of a celebrated 
actor, Mr. William Smith, one of the greatest men of his 
profession, and of whom Mr. Booth always spoke in rap¬ 
tures. This short elogy has much strength, beauty',, and 
elegance. In his private life he had many virtues, and 
few of the failings so common to his profession. He had 
no envy in his composition, but readily approved, and as 
readily rewarded, merit, as it was in his power. He was 
something rough in his manner, and a little hasty in his 
temper, but very open and free to speak his sentiments, 
whicl^ie always did with an air of sincerity, that procured 
him as much credit with people at first sight, as he had 
with those to whom he had been long known. He was 
kind to all the players whose circumstances were indifferent, 
and took care not to make them uneasy, either in point of 
salary or of usage. He vva^ no great speaker in company, 
but w hen he did, it was in a grave lofty way, not unlike 
bis pronunciation on the stage. He had a great venera¬ 
tion for his parents while they were living, and was also 
very useful to bis brother and sister after their decease. 
Booth was twice married; first in 1704, to Miss Frances 
Barkbam, daughter of sir William Barkham, of Norfolk, 
hart, who died in 1710, without issue; and secondly, to 
Mrs. Santlowe, an actress, who survived him forty years, 
and in 1772, erected a monument to his memory in West- 
minst^ abbey. In 1737 she married Mr. Goody'er, a 
gentleman of fortune in Essex. 1 

BOOTH (Gkorgk), Lord Delamer, the son of William 
Booth, esq. and grandson of sir George Booth, hart, ren¬ 
dered himself remarkable by heading an insurrection in 
Cheshire, about a year after the death of Oliver Cromwell. 
He received a commission from king Charles II. under his 
signet and sign-manual, bearing date July 22, 1659, by 
which he was constituted commander in chief of all forces 
to be raised for his majesty’s service in Cheshire, Lan¬ 
cashire, and North Wales. A duplicate of this was dated 
at Brussels, Aug. 9, the same year, but sir George did 
not openly profess to act by the king’s authority, or with 
a view to his restoration, but only in opposition to the 

* ®*°£* ®rit.-—Biog. Drum.—Cibber’s Lives—Life by Theophilus Cibber, 

’ 8vo -—Victor’s Works, vol. I. p. *79, 9G, 316.—Bowles’s edit, of Pope’s 
Works.—Gem. May. vol. VII. p. 259, 
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tyranny of ihe parliament. He assembled about four thou¬ 
sand men, took possession of Chester, and was joined by 
the earl of Derby, sir Thomas Middleton, and major Brook. 
Hut the parliamentary forces pursued sir George and his 
adherents so closely, that they could not avoid coming to 
an action ; and, after a sharp contest, on the 19th of Au¬ 
gust, 1669, Lambert totally routed sir George Booth’s 
troops, pursued them a considerable way, and killed and 
took many of them. Ludlow informs us, that “ Sir George 
Booth, after his defeat, put himself into a woman’s habit, 
and with two servants hoped to escape to London, riding 
behind one of them. The single horseman going before, 
went to an inn on the road ; and, as he had been oi^ered, 
bespoke a supper for his mistress, who, he sai" was 
coming after. The pretended mistress being arrived, 
either by alighting from the horse, or some other action, 
raised a suspicion in the master of the house, that there 
was some mystery under that dress. And thereupon re¬ 
solving to make a full inquiry into the matter, he got to¬ 
gether some of his neighbours to assist him, and with them 
entered the room where the pretended lady was. But sir 
George Booth suspecting their intentions, and being un¬ 
willing to put them to the trouble of a farther search, dis¬ 
covered himself. Whereupon they took him into their 
custody, and sent him up to London, where the parlia¬ 
ment committed him prisoner to the Tower.” Sir George 
made applications to rnany r of the parliament and council, 
by his friends, for favour; was examined by Haseliig and 
Vane, who referred his examination to the council of state; 
and applications were made from the lord Say', and others, 
to save his life. 

He was afterwards set at liberty, upon giving bail; and 
being member of parliament for Chester, he was the first 
of the twelve members sent by the house of commons, in 
May 1660, to carry to king Charles II. the answer of that 
house to his majesty’s letter, as appears by the journals of 
the house of commons,,May 7, 1660. And on the 13th of 
July following, the Louse of commons ordered, that the 
sum of ten thousand pounds should be conferred on him, 
as a mark of respect for his eminent services, and great 
sufferings for the public. In this resolution the lords after¬ 
wards concurred. It appears, that the first motion was for 
twenty thousand pounds, which the house of commons 
was about to agree to, had pot sir George Booth himself. 
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in his place, requested of the house, that it might be no 
more than ten ; declaring, that what he had done was 
purely with intention of serving his king and country, as 
became him in duty to do, without view of any reward. 
After the restoration, his services were also considered as 
so meritorious, that the king gave him liberty to propose 
six gentlemen to receive the honour of knighthood, and 
two others to have the dignity of baronet conferred on 
them. He was also himself created baron Detainer ot Dun¬ 
ham-Massey ; and on the 30th of July, 1660, he was ap¬ 
pointed custos rotulorum for the county of Cheshire, but 
on the 30th of May, 1673, he resigned this office to 
Henry, his son and heir. “ After this,” says Collins, “ he 
not being studious to please the court in those measures 
which were taken in some parts of that reign, both he and 
his family were soon afterwards disregarded by the king, 
and ill used by his successor king James the Second.” His 
lordship died at Dunham-Massey, in the 63d year of his 
age, on the 8th of August, 1684, and was buried in a very 
splendid manner at Bowdoti, in the burial-vault of the 
family. He was twice married : his first wife was the lady 
Catherine Clinton, daughter and co-heir to TiieophiJus 
carl of Lincoln, who died in child-bed in 1643, by whom 
he had issue one daughter, Vere, who died unmarried at 
Canonbury-house, in 1717, in the seventy-fourth year of 
her age, and was buried in Islington church. His second 
wife was the lady Elizabeth Grey, eldest daughter of 
Iienry earl of Stamford, by whom he had issue seven sons 
and five daughters. His eldest son, William, died young, 
and he was succeeded in his honours and estate by his se¬ 
cond son, Henry, who is the subject of the following 
article. 1 

BOOTH (Henry), earl of Warrington, and baron De¬ 
tainer of Dunham Massey, an upright senator and distin¬ 
guished patriot, was born on the 13th of January, 1651. 
He was the second son of the preceding George lord De¬ 
tamer, by the lady Elizabeth Grey. In the life-time of 
his father, he was custos rotulorum for the county palatine 
of Chester, and also knight of the shire for that county, in 
several parliaments during the reign of king Charles the 
Second. He very early rendered himself conspicuous by 
his zeal for the protestant religion, and the liberties of his 

1 Bieg. Brit. 
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country. When the bill for excluding the dulte of York 
fi o.n the throne was brought into parliament, Mr. Booth 
was very active in the promotion of it', and also made a 
spirited speech in support of the necessity ot frequent par¬ 
liaments, and against governing by favourites ; and lie op¬ 
posed, with a becoming spirit, the unjust and arbitrary 
power assumed by the privy council, ot imprisoning men 
contrary to law. 

As he was solicitous for frequent parliaments, so he was 
also anxious that they should be preserved incorrupt. Lie 
was, therefore, desirous of procuring an act for the punish¬ 
ment of those who had received bribes from the court, as 
members of that parliament which was styled the pension- 
parliament. He proposed, that a bill should be brought 
in, by which these prostituted senators should be rendered 
incapable of serving in parliament lor the future, or of 
enjoying any office, civil or military; and that they should 
be obliged, as far as they were able, to refund all the money 
that they had received for secret services to the crown. 

He made likewise a speech in parliament against the 
corruption of the judges, in which he affirmed, tnat, m a 
variety of cases, they had sold, denied, or delayed justice. 
“ Our Judges,” said he, “ have been very corrupt and 
lordly, taking bribes, and threatening juries and evidence; 
perverting the law to the highest degree, turning the law 
upside down, that arbitrary power may come in upon their 
shoulders.” He therefore recommended, that an inquiry 
should be made into their conduct, and that such of them 
as were found guilty might receive the punishment they 
merited. 

JVIr. Booth was also extremely zealous against the pa¬ 
pists ; and this circumstance, together with the vigorous 
opposition that he made in parliament to the arbitrary 
measures of the court, occasioned him to be put out of the 
commission of the peace, and removed frqm the office of 
rustos rolulorum of the county of Chester. In 1684, by 
the death of his father, he became lord Delamer; but 
about this time he was committed close prisoner to the 
Tower of London. The pretence probably was, that he 
was suspected of being concerned in some practices against 
the crown ; but we have met with no particular account of 
the accusation against him : and as no parliament was then 
sitting, if may be presumed, that less attention was paid 
to any illegality in the proceedings respecting him. He 
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was, however, set at liberty, after a few months imprison¬ 
ment. But soon after the accession of king James II. he 
was again committed prisoner to the Tower. After being 
confined for some time, he was admitted to hail; but was, 
shortly after, a third time committed to the Tower. This 
was on the 26th of July, 1685; and a parliament being 
assembled in the November following, on the first day of 
the session he stated his case in a petition to the house of 
peers. He represented to their lordships, that the king, 
by his proclamation, had required him to appear before 
him in council within ten days. lie had accordingly sur¬ 
rendered himself to lord Sunderland, then principal secre¬ 
tary of state ; and being brought before his majesty, then 
sitting in council, he was neither confronted by any per¬ 
son who accused him, nor otherwise charged with any 
kind of treason, but only questioned about some inferior 
matters, and which were of such a nature, that, if he bad 
been really guilty of them, lie ought by law to have been 
admitted to bail : notwithstanding which, he had been 
committed close prisoner to the 'Tower, by a warrant from 
the secretary of state, in which he was charged with high 
treason. After some debate, it was resolved, that the lords 
with white staves should wait upon his majesty, “ to know 
the reason why the lord Delamer, a member of their house, 
was absent from his attendance there.” The day follow¬ 
ing, the earl of Rochester, lord treasurer, reported to the 
house, “ That he, with the other lords, having waited on 
his majesty with their message, his majesty was pleased to 
answer. That the lord Delamer stood committed for high 
treason, testified upon oath; and that his majesty had 
already given directions, that he should he proceeded 
against according to law.” 

After the parliament was broken up, lord Delamer was 
brought to his trial, before a select number of the peers, 
on the 14th of January, 1685-6. The peers who tried 
him were, the dukes of Norfolk, Somerset, Beaufort, and 
Grafton; the earls of Rochester, Sunderland, Mulgrave, 
Oxford, Shrewsbury, Huntingdon, Pembroke, Bridg¬ 
water, Peterborough, Scarsdale, Craven, Feversham, 
Berkeley, Nottingham, and Plymouth ; the viscounts Fal- 
couberg and Newport; and the lords Ferrers, Cromwell, 
Maynard, Dartmouth, Godolphin, and Churchill. Jef¬ 
feries, then lord chancellor, was appointed lord high 
steward on the occasion. He was known to be a personal 
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enemy of lord Delamer, v.ho had arraigned in parliament 
the conduct of JelFeries as chief justice of Chester. Lord 
Delamer, after the indictment against him was read, ob¬ 
jected against the jurisdiction of the court ; alleging, that 
he ought not to be tried by a select number of the peers, 
but by the whole body of the house of peers in parliament, 
because the parliament was then only under a prorogation, 
and not dissolved. But Ills plea was overruled. In Jef¬ 
feries’s charge to the peers, previous to the opening of the 
evidence against lord Delamer, he threw out some hints 
relative to the share his lordship had in promoting the bill 
of exclusion, and introduced an eulogium on the conduct 
of king James the Second. The only positive evidence 
against lord Delamer was one Thomas Saxon, a man of a 
very bad character, and who in the courge of the trial was 
proved to be perjured. Jefferies maintained, that there 
was no necessity, in point of law, that there should be two 
positive witnesses to convict a man of treason ; and that 
where there was only one positive witness, additional cir¬ 
cumstances might supply the place of a second. -Lord 
Delamer made a very able defence; and by the lords who 
were appointed to try him he was unanimously acquitted. 

After tbii he lived for some time in a retired manner, 
at his seat at Dunham-Massey ; but matters being at length 
ripe for the revolution, he exerted himself in the promo¬ 
tion of that great event. Upon the prince of Orange’s 
landing, he raised, in a very few days, a great force in 
Cheshire and Lancashire, with which he marched to join 
that prince. On his first appearance in arms, besides as¬ 
signing other reasons for his conduct, he is said to have 
made this declaration : “ l am of opinion, that when the 
nation is delivered, it must be by force, or miracle: it 
would be a great presumption to expect the latter ; and, 
therefore, our deliverance must be by force ; and I hope 
this is the time for it.” After he had joined the prince, 
he was sent by his highness, together with the marquis of 
Halifax, and the earl of Shrewsbury, on the 17th of De¬ 
cember, 1688, with a message to king James, intimating 
to him, that he must remove from Whitehall. Lord Dela¬ 
mer, though little attached to that prince in his prosperity, 
was too generous to insult, him in his distress ; and there¬ 
fore, on this occasion, treated him with respect. And 
James was so sensible of this instance of his lordship’s civi¬ 
lity to him, that, after his retirement into France, he said. 
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that “ the lord Detainer, whom he had used ill, had then 
treated him with much more regard than the other two 
lords, to whom he had been kind, and from whom he 
might better have expected it.” 

Lord Delamer, however, had no inclination that an ac¬ 
commodation should take place between king James and 
the nation. For in a debate in the house of peers, the 
1st of January, 16S8-9, relative to declaring the throne 
vacant, lord Delamer said, that “ it was long since he 
thought himself absolved from his allegiance to king James; 
that he owed him none, and never would pay him any ; 
and, if king James came again, he was resolved to fight 
against him, and would die single with his sword in his 
hand, rather than pay him any obedience.” It is inti¬ 
mated by sir John Dalrymple, that lord Delamer was not 
sufficiently expeditious in joining the prince of Orange 
when he first landed in England; and that gentleman 
affirms, that this was never forgiven by king William : but 
this is an assertion unsupported by any proper evidence. 
It is certain, that his services in the promotion of the revo¬ 
lution were thought so meritorious at that period, that on 
the I 3th of February, 1683-9, he was sworn a privy coun¬ 
sellor; on the 9th of April following, he was appointed 
chancellor and underi treasurer of the exchequer; on tho 
12th of the same month, made lord-lieutenant of the city 
and county of Chester; and on the 19th of July made 
eustos rotulorum of the same comity. These last offices, 
together with that of privy counsellor, he enjoyed for life : 
hut he continued in the others only for about a year. The 
reason appears to have been, that lord Delamer seems to 
have wished for more retrenchments of the regal preroga¬ 
tive, than were made at the revolution. That he was de¬ 
sirous of some new limitations of the prerogative, is evi¬ 
dent from a protest signed by him, relative to a clause 
proposed to be added to the bill of rights. He also signed 
a protest respecting an amendment to the bill for recog¬ 
nizing king William and queen Mary. 

Though lord Delamer was removed from the administra¬ 
tion, it was thought necessary to confer on him some mark 
of royal favour. Accordingly, by letters-patent, bearing 
date at Westminster, April 17, 1690, he was created earl 
of Warrington, in the county of Lancaster, to continue to 
him and the heirs-male of his body. A pension likewise of 
two thousand pounds per annum was granted to him, for 
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the better support of that dignity. Audit was said, in the 
preamble of the patent for his earldom, that it was con¬ 
ferred on him, “ for his great services in raising and bring¬ 
ing great forces to his majesty, to rescue his country and 
religion from tyranny and popery.” On the 3d of January, 
1692-3, the earl of Warrington signed a protest against 
the rejection of the bill for incapacitating persons in office 
under the crown, either civil or military, from sitting in 
the house of commons. Two other protests were also 
signed by him on different occasions. But this patriotic 
peer did not. live long to enjoy his new dignity ; for he 
died at London on the 2d of January, 1693-4, having not 
quite completed the forty-second year of his age. lie was 
interred in the family-vault in Bowdon church, in the 
county of Chester, on the 14th of the same mouth. Mr. 
Granger says, that lord Delamcr was “ a man of a gene¬ 
rous and noble nature, which disdained, upon any terms, 
to submit to servitude; and whose passions seemed to 
centre in the love of civil and religious liberty.” Jn every* 
part of his life, indeed, he appears to have been actuated 
by the same principles; and in his “ A (vice to his Chil¬ 
dren,” printed in his works, he says, “ There never yet 
was any good man who had not an ardent zeal for his 
country.” He was not only illustriously distinguished by 
his public spirit, and his noble ardour in defence of the 
liberties of his country ; hut in his private life he appears 
to have been a man of strict piety, and of great worth, ho¬ 
nour, and humanity. He married Mary, sole daughter 
and heiress to sir James Langham, of Cottesbrooke, in the 
county of Northampton, knight and baronet, by whom he 
had four sons, and two daughters. His first son died an 
infant, and his second son, George, upon the death of his 
father, became earl of Warrington. He died on the 2d 
of August, 1758, and leaving no heirs male, the earhiotn 
became extinct, but was revived in his daughter’s husband. 

The works of Henry earl of Warrington, the subject of 
thiff article, were published in 1694, in one volume 8vo. 
They consist chiefly of speeches made by him in parlia¬ 
ment, prayers used by his lordship in his family, some 
short political tracts, anil the case of William earl of De¬ 
vonshire. He published also, “ The late lord Russel’s 
case, with observations upon it,” 1689, fob 

The son of the preceding, who, we have just mentioned, 
died in 1758, has obtained a place among the royal and 
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noble authors, for having published, but without his name, 

Considerations upon the institution of Marriage, with 
some thoughts concerning the force and obligation of the 
marriage contract; wherein is considered, how far divorces 
may or ought to be allowed. By a gentleman. Humbly 
submitted to the judgment of the impartial,” Loud, print¬ 
ed for John Whiston, 1739. It is an argument for di¬ 
vorce on disagreement of temper, which was the aim of 
Milton in his “ Tetrachordon,” and would, if we may con¬ 
jecture from the effects of the experiment in a neighbour¬ 
ing nation, create more dissoluteness and misery than it 
was intended to remove. He also wrote a letter to the 
writer of the “ Present state of the .Republic of Letters” in 
August 1734-, vindicating his father from some reflections 
cast on him in Burnett’s “ History of his own times.” 
His only daughter married Henry carl of Stamford, in 
whose son, the title of Earl of Warrington was revived in 
1796. 1 

BOQUINE (Peter), or B0QUINUS, a French di¬ 
vine, and one of the contributors to the reformation, was 
born in Aquitaine, anti educated in «a monastery at Bourges, 
of which he became prior, and in high estimation with his 
brethren. Having, however, perused some of the writings 
of Luther, Bucer, &c. he imbibed their sentiments, and 
went to Wittemberg, where he became acquainted with 
Luther and Melanethon, and at Basii be attended the lec¬ 
tures of Myconius, Carlostadt, and Sebastian Mteicer. 
Melanethon afterwards recommended him as a proper per¬ 
son to supply Calvin’s place at Strasburgh, who had gone 
back to Geneva; and there he gave lectures on the epistle 
to the Galatians, and soon after had for his coadjutor 
Peter Martyr. Boquine being at some distance of time 
invited by his brother, who was a doctor in divinity, and 
not an enemy to the reformation, removed to Bourges, in 
hopes that the French churches were friendly to his doc¬ 
trine, and there he publicly read and expounded the He¬ 
brew Bible. About this time, Francis, king of France, 
being dead, the queen of Navarre came to Bourges, when 
Boquine presented her with a book he had written on the 
necessity and use of the Holy Scriptures, which she re¬ 
ceived very graciously, allowed him a yearly stipend out 

1 Biotr. Brit.—Park’s edit, of Walpole’s Roval and Noble Authors, vol. III. 
and IV, 
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of her treasury, and appointed him to preach a public lec¬ 
ture in the great church of Bourges, with the consent of 
the archbishop. He remained in like favour with her suc¬ 
cessor, king Henry’s sister; but the enemies of the re¬ 
formation threatening his life, he was obliged to desist 
from his labours, and went back to Strasburgh, where he 
was appointed pastor to the French church. This office, 
however, he filled only about four months, and in 1557 
went into Heidelberg, at the invitation of Otho H&nry, 
prince elector Palatine, who was carrying on the reforma¬ 
tion in his churches. Here he was appointed professor of 
divinity, and continued in this office about twenty years, 
under Otho and Frederic III. After the death of the lat¬ 
ter in 1576, the popish party again prevailing, drove him 
and the rest of the reformed clergy from the place, but 
almost immediately he was invited to Lausanne, where he 
remained until his death in 1582. He left various works, 
the dates of which his biographers have not given, except 
the following “ Oratio in obitum Frederici III. Comit. 
Palatini,” Leyden, 1577, 4to ; but their titles are, 1. “ De- 
i’ensio ad calumnias Doctoris cujusdam Avii in Evangelii 
professores.” 2. “ Examen libri quern Heslmsius in- 
seripsit de prresentia corporis Christi in coena Domini.” 
3. “ Theses in ccena Domini.” 4. “ Exegesis divitias 
communicationis.” 5. £C Adsertio veteris, ac veri Chris- 
tianismi adversns novum et fictum Jesuitismum.” This 
appears to have been one of his ablest works, and was 
translated into English under the rule, “ A defence of the 
old and true profession of Christianitie against the new 
counterfcite sect of Jcsuites, by Peter Boquine, translated 
byT. G.” London, 1581, Svo, by John Woll^ city printer. 
6. “ Notatio praecipuarum cansarum diuturnitatis contro- 
versiae de ccei.a Domini,” &c. 1 

BORBONIUS. Sec BOURBON. 

BORCHT, or BORGT (Henry Vander,) a painter, 
engraver, and antiquary, was born at "Brussels in 1583, but 
when in his third year, the war obliged his parents to re¬ 
move into Germany. From his earliest years he discovered 
a taste for painting, which induced his father to place him 
under Giles Van Valkenberg. He afterwards studied in 
Italy, and travelling over German}', settled first at Franhen- 
dal, and in 1627 at Francfort .on the Maine. His paint- 


1 JltlcUiur Adamde Vitla Theo’og.—Frt-hcri Theatrum. 
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ings, principally fruit and flowers, were much admired, but 
he perhaps had more reputation as an antiquary, in which 
capacity, the earl of Arundel sent him into Italy to Mr. 
Petty, who was then collecting for his lordship, and re¬ 
tained him in his service as long as he lived. After the 
death of this patron, Vander Borcht was employed by the 
prince of Wales (afterwards Charles JI.) and lived in esteem 
at London several years, till he returned to Antwerp, where 
he died in 1660. As an engraver we have some few etch¬ 
ings by him ; among the rest the “Virgin and Child,” a 
small upright print, front Parmigiano, engraved at London 
in 1637 ; a “ Dead Christ, supported by Joseph of Arima- 
thea,” from the same master, and “ Apollo and Cupid,” a 
small upright oval from Perin del Vago *. 

BORDA (John Ciiaules), a celebrated French mathe¬ 
matician and natural philosopher, was born at Dax, in the 
department of the Landes, May 4, 1733. His mother was 
Maria Theresa de Lacroix, and his father John Anthony 
Borda, whose ancestors had acquired considerable distinc¬ 
tion in the French army. He began his studies in the col¬ 
lege of the Barnabites at Dax, where he gave early indica¬ 
tions of his future genius. He was a considerable time after 
put under the charge of the Jesuits of La Fleche, and by 
his ardour for study and superior talents, frequently carried 
off' the prizes which were held out as the reward of youthful 
genius. This induced the Jesuits to endeavour to press 
him into their order, but his attachment to geometr}* was 
too powerful to be weakened by their persuasions. He en¬ 
countered afterwards a more formidable opposition from liis 
father, who was hostile to the prosecution of what he called 
unprofitable studies, and endeavoured to please him by 
proposing to enter into the engineer service of the army-, 
where the objects of his profession would necessarily re¬ 
quire a knowledge of geometry and physics. His father, 
however, having eleven children, and being obliged to sup¬ 
port two of his sons who were already in the army, was anx¬ 
ious that Charles should look forward to some situation in 
the magistracy, which might be obtained without much ex¬ 
pence and trouble. To these views Borda reluctantly sub¬ 
mitted; but after having thus lost some of the most precious 
years of his youth, a friar, who was a particular friend of 
his father, obtained, by earnest solicitation, that he should 


1 .Descamps, vol, I.— Pilkicgton and Strutt,—Orford’s Engravers. 
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be allowed to devote himself to his favourite science; and,- 
every restraint being now removed, he was in 1753, when 
only twenty years of age, introduced to D’Alembert, who 
advised him to remain in the capital, and look forward to a 
situation in the academy. Borda accordingly entered the 
light horse, and continuing his mathematical studies, he be¬ 
came professor to his comrades. 

In 1756, he laid before the academy a memoir on the 
motion of projectiles, which was particularly mentioned in 
the history of its proceedings ; and in the same year he was 
appointed an associate of the academy. In the following 
year he was called into active service, and was present at 
the battle of Hastembeck, July 26, 1757, as aid-de-camp 
to M. de Maillebois. He willingly returned, however, 
from a species of duty which interrupted the progress of 
his studies ; and, upon his arrival at Paris, he became a 
candidate for a situation in the engineer service : and such 
was the estimation in which liis talents were held, that he 
was received without examination, and immediately em¬ 
ployed as an inspector of the dock-yards. This new ap¬ 
pointment was highly favourable for calling into action the 
peculiar talents of Borda. It inspired him with a fondness 
for every tiling th,at related to the naval service : and, what 
seldom happens to the man of genius, he found himself in 
a*situation in which he was led both by his profession and 
by liis inclination to the same liue of study. 

The first object of liis research was an examination of the 
theories of the resistance of fluids, a subject intimately 
connected with the advancement and perfection of naval 
architecture. The experiments upon this subject made by 
the academy of sciences, were by no means flttcd to de¬ 
termine the resistance of bodies that were wholly immersed 
in the fluid. Borda, however, employed a method which 
was susceptible of great accuracy, and had also the advan¬ 
tage of ascertaining accurately the velocity of the motion. 
The surfaces upon which his experiments were made were 
of various forms, and the experiments were made both in 
air and water. The results of these inseresting experi¬ 
ments are given at length in the Memoirs of the Academy 
for 1763 and 1767. The apparatus, however, employed 
by Borda, was not of his own invention. A machine of the 
same kind had been used some time before by our inge¬ 
nious countryman, Benjamin Robins, in his admirable ex¬ 
periments ou the resistance of air. Yet we are indebted. 
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to Borclii for many ingenious experiments and obser¬ 
vations on the motion of fluids through different orifices. 
He prepared a theory of the motion of fluids different from 
that which had been given by Bernouilli and D’Alembert, 
and he made new experiments on the vena contractu. 

In 17C7, he published an excellent dissertation in the 
Memoirs of the Academy, entitled “ Memoire sur les Roues 
Hydrauliques,” shewing that an undershot wheel produces 
a maximum effect when its velocity is one-lialf that of the 
current, though in practice the velocity is never more than 
three-eighths that of the current. He proved, after De- 
parcieux, from theory, before Smeaton had determined it 
by experiment, that the effect of overshot wheels increases 
witii the slowness of their motion : that they are capable of 
raising, through the height of the fall, a quantity of water 
equal to that by which they are driven ; that undershot ver¬ 
tical wheels produce only three-eighths of this effect; that 
horizontal wheels produce about one-lialf of this effect with 
plain float-boards, and a little more than one half with curvi- 
liueul float-boards. This memoir was followed by another, 
in 1768, on the construction of water-pumps. About 
this time Borda’s attention was directed to isoperimetricai 
problems, in which he obtained tiie same results as La¬ 
grange, though by a different method. His last work, in 
the Memoirs of the Academy, was a dissertation on the 
“ Theory of Projectiles.” 

These labours induced M. Prasslin, the minister of the 
marine, to wish for the aid of his talents in the French navy, 
and after some opposition from official etiquette, he ap¬ 
pointed him sub-lieutenant, in which character he first ap¬ 
peared in 1768 ; hut nothing occurred of consequence un¬ 
til 177 1 , when the French and English were employed in 
many inventions for the discovery of the longitude at sea, 
and the French government having determined to try the 
accuracy of some improved chronometers, the academy of 
sciences appointed Borda and Pingre to sail for that pur¬ 
pose in the Flora frigate. The result of their voyage was 
published at Paris in 1778, entitled, “Voyage fait par 
ordre du Hoy en 1771 et 1772, &c.” 2 vols. 4to. He 
was afterwards employed to determine the position of the 
Canary Isles, and being promoted to the rank of lieutenant, 
sailed in 1776, and in the course of liis voyage, performed 
its immediate object, with others. Being appointed major- 
general to the naval armament which served under Count 
Vojl, VI. II 
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D’Estaign in America, his experience led him to discover 
many defects in the construction of vessels, which he thought 
might be easily remedied. He considered the want of 
uniformity in the construction of ships, which were to act 
together, as a great defect, because a great discordance 
arose in their movements and in the execution of signals. 
Upon his return to France he communicated this idea to 
government, who immediately resolved to carry it into ef¬ 
fect, and his profound knowledge and patriotic exertions 
did not fail to be acknowledged not only by France, but by 
the best-informed men in England. The reputation which 
he had now acquired enabled him to be further serviceable 
to his country, by drawing up a plan for the schools of na¬ 
val architecture, of which he may justly be termed the 
founder, as he not only suggested the idea, but formed the 
scheme for regulating these seminaries, and laid down the 
rules for the instruction of the pupils admitted into them. 

As a naval officer, however, Borda acquired little fame, 
and being captured by the English, though after a very 
brave resistance, he determined to devote the remainder of 
his days to science and philosophy. During his voyage 
along with Pingre in 1771, Borda found by experience 
that Hadley’s quadrant was susceptible of great improve¬ 
ment. The celebrated Tobias Mayer had already endea¬ 
voured to remove its imperfections, but the merit of this 
Borda’s biographer has transferred to him, declaring that 
Mayer’s idea was never carried into effect, which is com¬ 
pletely false : one of Mayer’s circles was made for Admiral 
Campbell by Bird ; anti Mayer had himself used an instru¬ 
ment for measuring terrestrial angles upon the repeating 
principle, which is described in “Commentaries of the 
Royal Society of Gottingen” for 1752. Borda having ex¬ 
amined, with the utmost attention, the construction pro¬ 
posed by Mayer, pointed out its defects, and in a great 
measure removed them by a circle of his own invention in 
1777, known by the name of the “Circle of Borda,” but 
still it was not without its numerous imperfections, and it 
was reserved to our ingenious countryman Troughtou to 
bring to perfection one of the happiest inventions that was 
ever made. 

To Borda France is indebted for the invention of the 
mensuration-rod, with which the new station-lines were 
lately ascertained. He was also a zealous promoter of the 
reform in weights and measures; and in order to assist in 
this, he published “Tables of Sines in the decimal sys- 
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tern,” at bis own expence. One of his last labours was, 
the accurate • determination of the length of the pendulum 
vibrating seconds at Paris. Such were the acknowledged, 
reputation and patriotism of Borda, that the highest offices 
in the state were not deemed too great for merit such as 
his; and we accordingly find the name of a man who bad 
been decorated with the cross of merit during the mo¬ 
narchy, entered in the list of candidates for the office of 
Director under the republic. This occurred in 1797, and 
on the 20th of February 1799, the National Institute lost 
one of its greatest ornaments and most assiduous sup- 
posters, in consequence of his death, which was occasioned 
by a drops}-, that cut him off Feb. 20, 1799, in the 64tU 
year of his age. 

At the interment of his corpse, nearly the whole of his 
colleagues attended.—Notwithstanding a heavy rain, up¬ 
wards of one hundred members of the National Institute 
walked ori foot to Montmartre, two a-breast, with a black 
crape round their arms, and with the eyes of nearly all suf¬ 
fused in tears. On their arrival at the place of interment, 
Bougainville, a man no less distinguished in arms than in 
letters, spoke an oration in honour of the deceased . 1 

JBORDE, or BOORDE (Andrew), or as he styles him¬ 
self in Latin, Andreas Perforatus, was a very singular 
character, and the reputation he acquired among his con¬ 
temporaries must be considered in a great measure as a 
proof of the ignorance and credulity of the times. He was 
born at Pevensey in Sussex about 1500, and was educated 
at Oxford; but before he had taken a degree, entered 
among the Carthusians in or near London. He afterwards 
left them, and studied physic at Oxford; and then tra¬ 
velled over most parts of Europe and Africa. On his re¬ 
turn he settled at Winchester, where he practised, physic 
with considerable reputation, and in this capacity he is said 
to have served Henry VIII. In 1511 and 1542 he w r as at 
Montpellier, where he probably took the degree of doctor, 
in which he was soon after incorporated at Oxford. He 
lived then for some time at Pevensey, and afterwards re¬ 
turned to Winchester, still observing all the austerities of 
the order to which he formerly belonged; though he has 
been accused of many irregularities. It is certain that his 


* Principally from Brewster’* Encyclopedia.—Sec also 
Astronomy. 
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character was very odd and whimsical, as appears from the 
hooks he wrote; yet he is said to havebeen a man of great wit 
and learning, and an “ especial physician.” That lie was not 
of consequence eminent enough to rank with the first of his 
profession, may he inferred from his dying insolvent in the 
Fleet, April 1 5 49. Bale intimates that he hastened his end 
by poison on the discovery of his keeping a brothel for his 
brother bachelors. His works are very various in their 
subjects*, one of the most considerable is intituled, “A 
book of the introduction of knowledge,” black letter, im¬ 
printed by William Coplande, without date. He there pro¬ 
fesses to teach all languages, the customs and fashions of 
all countries, and the value of every species of coin. This 
jsa motley piece, partly in verse and partly in prose ; and 
is divided into thirty-nine chapters, before each of which is 
a wooden cut, representing a man in .the habit of some par¬ 
ticular country. His well known satire on the Englishman, 
who, to express the inconstancy and mutability of his 
fashions, is drawn naked with a cloth and a pair of sheers in 
his hand, is borrowed from the Venetians, who characterised 
the French in that manner. Before the 7th chapter is the 
effigies of the author, under a canopy, with a gown, a lau¬ 
rel on his head, and a book before him. The title of this 
chapter shews how the author dwelt in Scotland and other 
islands, and went through and round about Christendom. 
An edition of this singular work was printed in London in 
1 542. llis “ Breviary of Health,” which is a very trifling, 
coarse, and weak performance, was published in 1547, and 
is supposed by Fuller to be the first medical piece written 
in English. As a specimen of the style, take what follows, 
■yhich is the beginning of the Prologue, addressed to phy¬ 
sicians : “ Egregious doctors and maisters of the eximions 
ind arcane science of physicke, of your urbanity exasperate 
lot yourselves against me for making this little volume.” 
This work, with a second part called the “ Extravagants,” 
ras reprinted in 4to, 1575 . He was also author of the fol¬ 
ding; “ Compendyouse Regimente, or Dietary of 
■lealthe made in Mounte Pyllor,” an edition of which was 
tinted several years after his death, in 1562. A famous 
;st book called the “ Merrye tales of the madmen of Go- 
tam “ The historye of the miller of Abingdon and the 
’anibridgc scholars,” the same, with that related by 
diaucer in his Canterbury Tales; a book of “ Prognostics/' 
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and another of Urines, &c. It is said that the phrase 
11 Merry Andrew” is derived from him. * 

BO RDF: (John Benjamin de la), a French historical and 
miscellaneous writer of considerable fame, was born at Pa¬ 
ris in 1734, of an opulent family, and devoted himself in 
his youth to high life and the fine arts. From being first 
valet de chambre to Louis XV. be became his favourite, 
and on the death of that monarch, he obtained the place of 
farmcr-gencwl, the duties of which unpopular office he 
performed with great assiduity, employing his leisure hours 
in cultivating music and general literature. He became one 
of the most celebrated composers of songs, and his “ Ite- 
cueil d’airs,” 4 vols, 8vo, ornamented with fine engravings, 
is in high esteem. He composed also the music of the 
opera of “ Adeia de Ponthieu,” which was performed with 
considerable success. Happening to read in De Bure, that 
there had been only thirty copies published of the Collec¬ 
tion of antient paintings of Rome, coloured after Bartoli’s 
designs, he made inquiry for the coppers, had them re¬ 
paired, and published a second edition of that work. His 
other works are : I. “ Essais sur la Musique ancienne et mo- 
derne,” 1780, 4 vols. 4to, a vast mass of useful materials, 
but many parts of it are written in the spirit of system and 
partiality, and many valuable passages of considerable 
length are borrowed from Dr. Burney and other authors of 
eminence, without any acknowledgment. The best part 
is that which treats of the French lyric music and poetry. 
2. “ Essai sur l’liistoire chronologique de plus de quatre- 
vingts pcuples de 1’antiquite,” 1788, 8vo. 3. “Memoires 
historiques, de Coucy,” 2 vols. 8vo. 4. “ Pieces interes- 
santes pour servir a l’histoire des regnes de Louis XIII. et 
de Louis XIV.” 12mo. 5. “ Lettres sur la Suisse,” 1781, 

2 vols. 8vo. 6. “ Abrege chronologique des principaux 
faits arrives depuis Henoch jusqu'a Jesus Christ,” 1789,8vo. 
7. “ Recueil de vers dedies ii Adelaide par le plus heureux 
des epoux,” 1 6mo, a tribute to conjugal happiness, so sel¬ 
dom celebrated by poets. La Borde also published a trans¬ 
lation of Swinburne’s Travels ; a fine edition of the Histo¬ 
rical Romances of the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, 
printed by Didot, in 11 vols. 12mo. ; “ Tableaux topogra- 

1 Ath. Ox. vol. I.—Hearne’s Preface to Benedictus Abbas Petroburgensis.—. 
Dodd’s Ch. Hist. vol. I.—-Warton’s Hist, of Poetry, vol. III. p. 'iO—78.—Gent, 
Mag. vol. LVI1I. andLIX—Ritson’s Bibl. Poet.—Cooper’s Muses Library, p. 
86.—-Philips’s Theatrum Poet. Angl. 



phiques et pittoresques dc la Suisse,” with Ictter-prc? and 
beautiful engravings by Robert: and lastly, in 7:'J, 

L'Histoire abregec dc* la mer du Sud,” 3 vols. 8vo, 1 <ui- 
taining an analysis of all the voyages to that sea Iron the 
time of Goneville, in the fifteenth century, to that o our 
countryman, Capt. Riou, in 1789. In this also he urge the 
Spaniards to widen the passage of Nicaragua, which is udy 
three leagues, and make it navigable, and a <^mtnunic. •ion 
between the North and South Seas, pointii* out the ad¬ 
vantages this would be attended with in voyages front Eu- 
rope to China. During the Convention, la Horde ret red 
to Rouen where he hoped to be overlooked, but the spies 
of the reigning tyrants discovered him, and conducted him 
to Paris, where lie was beheaded July 22, 1794-. IIis wife 
was the authoress of some “ Poems” imitated from the En¬ 
glish, and printed by Didot. in 1785, 18mo. 1 

BORDENAVE (Toussatnt,) regitts professor and di¬ 
rector of the academy of surgery, veteran associate of the 
academy of sciences of Paris, and member of the imperial 
academy of Florence, was bom at Paris April 10, 1728. 
Ilis father, who was also a surgeon, destined hint for the 
same profession, which had long been billowed hv the 
branches of his family, but began with giving hint the or¬ 
dinary course of a learned education that he might acquire 
the languages in which the most celebrated anatomists of 
former ages wrote, and some of those principles of phi¬ 
losophy which are the foundation of all sciences and arts. 
Young Bordenave’s proficiency fully answered his father’s 
expectations, and he soon filled the distinguished situations 
already mentioned, and contributed many valuable papers 
to the Memoirs of the academy of surgery, on extraordinary 
cases which occurred in his practice : the treatment of gun¬ 
shot wounds, and anatomical subjects. He also in 1757 
made some experiments to illustrate Haller’s opinion on the 
difference between sensible or irritable parts, and wrote a 
work in defence o{ that celebrated anatomist’s opinion on 
the formation of the bones, against that of Duhamel. He 
also, in 17G8, translated Haller’s Elements of Physiology 
for the use of his students, but he had previously, in 1756 , 
published a new work on the same subject, admired for 
precision of method. Bordeuave had long wished for a 
place in the academy of sciences, and in 1774 was elected 
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a veteran associate. This title, it seems, indicates that the 
party ha?- been chosen contrary to the statutes, and that the 
academy lid not choose him of their own will; but for this lie 
was not t * blame, as such an election was totally contrary to 
his wish. In a short time, however, the academicians were 
reconcile- , and Bordenave enriched their memoirs with 
some important papers. Bordenave also became echevin, 
or slicriP. of Palis, an office never before conferred on a 
surgeon, l-ut which he tilled in a manner highly creditable, 
and dire* ted his attention, as a magistrate, cliieHy to the 
health of the city. On the birth of Louis XV11. he was ho¬ 
noured « ;th the ribbon of the order of St. Michael, in con¬ 
sideration of his talents and services, but did not Jong enjoy 
this honour, being seized with an apoplexy, which after 
eight da\s proved fatal, March 12 , 1782 . Besides the 
works already noticed, he published, “Dissertations sur 
Jes Antiscptiques,” 1769 , 8vo; and “ Memoires sur le 
danger des Caustiques pour la cure radicale des Hernits,” 
1 77 V . 1 

BOB DLLJ (Anthony,) a French physician of consider¬ 
able eminence, was born at Iseste, in Bearn, in 1693 . Af¬ 
ter being initiated in the study of medicine by his father, 
he went to Montpellier, w»here he was admitted doctor in 
that faculty in 17 19 . Invited, in 1723 , to Pau, the capi¬ 
tal of the province, he acquired so much reputation, as to 
be appointed physician to the military hospital at Bareges, 
and inspector of the mineral waters there. To the waters 
he paid great attention, audit) 1750 , he published a small 
treatise, shewing the effects he had experienced from them 
in a variety of diseases. He lived to an advanced age, but 
the precise time of his death is not known.* 

BOltDEU (Theophilus de), son to the preceding, was 
born Feb. 22 , 1722 , at Iseste in the valley of Ossan in Bearn, 
and at the age of twenty, for hi.s degree of bachelor in the 
university of Montpellier, where he was then a student,-he 
held a thesis “ De sensu genericeconsiderato,” which contains 
the ground-work of all the publications he afterwards gave. 
Such early knowledge determined his professors to dispense 
wdth several acts usual before admission to practice. In 
1743 , he was created M. D. at Montpellier, and two years 
after succeeded his father, as inspector of the mineral wa¬ 
ters, and professor of anatomy. In 1747 , he was made 

• Kloges des Academicians, vol. III.—lluller Bibl, Chirurg* 

* Diet. Hist.—Hece’s Cyclopaedia. 
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his Sons,” which he finished with his utmost care; nor 
was it esteemed inferior to the work of Titian, both per¬ 
formances seeming to have been the product of one pencil. 
He likewise finished several considerable works at Venice 
and Trevigi, and in each city painted many portraits of the 
nobility and persons of distinction. But, in the year 1538, 
Le (uttered into the service of Francis I. of France, and 
added continually to his reputation, by every historical 
subject and portrait which he finished, as they were ex¬ 
cellently designed, and had a charming tone of colour to 
recommend them. On his quitting France, he visited the 
principal cities of Italy, and left a number of memorable 
works, as monuments of his extraordinary abilities. His 
colouring has all the appearance of nature, nor can any 
thing be more lively or more admired than the portraits of 
Bordonc. Several of them are still preserved in the Pa¬ 
lazzo Pitti, at Florence, of which the colouring is exces¬ 
sively clear, fresh, and truly beautiful. He died in 1588 
according to Vasari, but in 1578 according to Felibien 
and Arcjenville. 1 

cl 

BOHFL (Pf.tkh), a French physician, naturalist, and 
chemist, was horn at Castres, in Languedoc, about 1620. 
After studying medicine, he received his doctor’s degree, 
as is supposed, in 1641, and began practice at his native 
place. He collected a very fine museum of natural curio¬ 
sities, of which he published a catalogue, “ Catalogue des 
Karet.es de Pierre Borel de Castres,” ibid. 1645, 4to. 
iS’iceron thinks he published this to get a name and prac¬ 
tice : it appears, indeed, from the dedication of his “ Bib¬ 
liotheca Chimica,” that he was not rich, as he there com¬ 
plains that he could not afford to print his works. In 1653, 
he came to Paris, and some time after was appointed phy¬ 
sician to the king, but it is thought this was merely an ho¬ 
norary title, and we are not certain whether he remained 
afterwards at Paris. He was, however, elected in 1674 
into the academy of sciences, as a chemist. Niceron says 
he died in 1689, but a letter addressed to Bayle in 1678 
speaks of him as then just dead. He published, 1. “ Les 
Antiquittjs, Raretes, &c. de la ville et comte de Castres, 
&c.” Castres, 1649, 8vo. 2. “ Historiarum et observa- 
tionum Medico-Physicarum, centuria prima et secunda,” 
ibid. 1653 , 8to, and often reprinted. 3. “ Bibliotheca 
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chimica, sen catalogus librorum philosophicorum hermeti- 
corum, in quo quatuor millia circiter authorum chemico- 
rum, &c. cum eorum editionibns, usque ad annum 1653 
continentur,” Paris, 1654 ; Heidelberg, 1656, 12mo. In 
this work he gives the titles of these chemical works, but 
very rarely the dates. 4. “ De vero Telescopii Inventore, 
cum brevi omnium eonspicillorum historia,” &c. Hague, 
1655, 4to. 5. “ Tresor des Recherches et Antiquites 
Gauloises, reduites en ordre alphabetique, et enrichies de 
beaucoup d’origines, epitaphes, et autres choses rares et 
cmrieuscs, comme aussi de beaucoup de mots de la langue 
Thyoise ou Theutl’ratique,” Paris, 1655, 4to. This is a 
very curious and rare work, much prized by the French 
antiquaries. 6. “ Poeme a la Jouange de l’lmprimeric.” 
7. “ Carmina in laudem rcgis, regime, etcardinalis Maza- 
rini,” 4to. 8. “ Auctavium ad Vitam Peirescii,” in the 
Hague edition of that life published in 1655, 4 to. 

9. “ Commenlum in antiquum philosophum Syrum,” 1655. 

10. “ Hortus seu Armamentarium simplicium Plantarum et 

Animalium ad artem medicam spectantium,” &c. Castres, 
1667, Svo. 11.“ De Curationibus Sympathcticis,” printed 
in the “ Theatrum Sympatheticum,” Nurimber g, 1662, 
4to. 12. “ Discours nouveau, prouvant la Plurality des 
Mondes,” Geneva, Svo, and translated into English by 1). 
Sashott, Loud. 1658. 13. “ Vita; Renati Cartesii com¬ 

pendium,” Paris, 1656, Svo. Borel appears to have been 
a man of great learning, and indefatigable in bis researches, 
but in medicine somewhat credulous. His antiquarian pro¬ 
ductions are most esteemed. 1 

BORELU (John Alphonso), a celebrated philosopher 
and mathematician, was born at Naples the 28th of Janu¬ 
ary, 1 608. He was professor of philosophy and mathema¬ 
tics in some of the most celebrated universities of Italy, 
particularly at Florence and Pisa, where he became highly 
in favour with the princes of the house of Medici. But 
having been concerned in the revolt of Messina, he was 
obliged to retire to Rome, where he spent the remainder 
of his life under the protection of Christina queen of Swe¬ 
den, who honoured him with her friendship, and by her 
liberality towards him softened the rigour of his hard for¬ 
tune. He continued two years in the convent of the regu¬ 
lar clergy of St. Pautaleon, called the Pious Schools, where 

• Chaufepie’s Diet.—Nierron.—F.loges des Academiciens, vol. I. p. 180— 
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he instructed the yomh in mathematical studies. And this 
study he prosecuted with great diligence for 'cany years 
afterward, as appears by bis correspondence wkh several 
ingenious lnathematiciaus of bis time, and toe frequent 
mention that lias been made of* him by otiiers, who have 
endeavoured to do justice to bis memory. He wrote a let¬ 
ter to Mr. John Collins, in witch he discovers his great 
desire and endeavours to promote the improvement of those 
sciences: he also speaks of iiis correspondence with, and 
great affection for, Mr. Ilcnry Oldenburgh, secretary of 
the royal society ; of Dr. Wallis ; of the then late learned 
Mr. Boyle, and lamented the loss sustained by his death to 
the commonwealth of learning. Mr. Baxter, in his “ En¬ 
quiry into the Nature of the Human Soul,” makes fi^queut 
use of our author’s book “ De Motu Animalitim,” and 
tells us, that he was the first who discovered that the force 
exerted within the body prodigiously exceeds the weight 
to be moved without, or that nature employs an immense 
power to move a small weight. But he acknowledges that 
Dr. James Keil had shewn that Borelii was mistaken in his 
calculation of the force of the muscle of the heart; but 
that he neverthele a ranks him with the most soahentic writ¬ 
ers, and says he is seldom mistaken : and, having remarked 
that it is so far from being true, that great things are 
brought about by small powers, >n ‘lie contrary, a stu¬ 
pendous power is manifest in toe most ordinary opera¬ 
tions of nature, be observes that the ingenious Borelii first 
remarked this in animal motion; and that Dr. Stephen 
Hales, by a course of experiments in bis “ Vegetable 
Statics,” had shewn the same in the force of the ascend¬ 
ing sap in vegetables. After a course of unceasing labours, 
Borelii died at Panlalcon of a pleurisy, the 31st of De¬ 
cember 1679, at 72 years of age, leaving the following 
works: 1. “ l)ellc cagioni dcllc febri maligni,” 1649, 12mo. 
2. “ Euclides restitutus,” &e. Pisa, 1658, 4to. 3. “ Apol- 
lonii Pergtei conicorum, libri v. vi. & vii. paraphraste Abal- 
phato Aspahaneusi nunc primum editi,” &c. Floren. 1661, 
fol. 4. “ Theorire Medicorum Planetarum ex causis phy- 
sicis deductag” Flor. 1666, 4to. 5. “ De Vi Percussion is,” 
Bologna, 1667, 4to. This piece was reprinted, with his 
famous treatise “ De Motu Animalium,” and that “ De 
Motronibus Naturalibus,” in 1686. 6. “ Osservaziotie in- 

torno alia virtu ineguali degli occhi.” This piece was in¬ 
serted in the Journal of Rome for the year 1669. 7. “ De 
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r.iotionibus naturalibus e gravitate pendentibus,” Regio 
Julio, 1670, 4to. 8. “ Meteorologia ^Etnea,” &c. Re¬ 
gio Julio, 1670, 4lo. 9. “ Osservazione dell’ ecelissi lu- 
nare, fatta in Roma,” 1675. Inserted in the Journal of 
Home, 1675, p. 34. 10. “ Elementa conica Apol Ion ii Per¬ 

ga; i et Archimedis opera nova et breviori method o demon- 
strata,” Rome, 1679, l2mo, at tlie end of the 3d edition 
of his Euclides restitutus. 11. “ De Motu Animatium : 
pars prima, et pars altera,” lioma:, 1681, 4to. This was 
reprinted at Leyden, revised and corrected ; to which was 
added John Benionilli’s mathematical meditations concern¬ 
ing tlie motion of the muscles. 1 2. At Leyden, 1686, in 4to, 
a more correct and accurate edition, revised by J. Broen, 
M. D. of Leyden, of his two pieces “ De vi percussionis, 
et de motionibus de gravitate pendentibus,” &c. 13. “ De 

renum usu judicium this had been published with Bel¬ 
lini’s book “ De structura renum,” at Strasburgh, 1664, 
8 vo. 1 

BOR EM AN (Robert), D. D. a pious and learned di¬ 
vine of the seventeenth century, and brother to sir William 
Boroman, clerk of the green cloth to Charles II. was fel¬ 
low' of Trinity college, Cambridge, S. T. P. per literas 
regins, 1661, and afterwards rector of St. Giles’s in the 
Fields, London. He died in November, 1675, at Green¬ 
wich, where he was buried. He published, 1. “ The 
Churchman’s Catechism : or the Church’s plea for Tithes,” 
Loud. 1651, 4to. 2. “ The Triumphs of learning over 
ignorance, and of truth over falsehood; being an answer 
to four queries, first, whether there be any need of uni¬ 
versities,” &c. ibid. 1653, 4to. 3. “A Panegyrick and 
Sermon at the funeral of Dr. Comber, master of Trinity 
college, and clean of Carlisle,” 1654, 4to. 4. “Life and 
death of Freeman Sonds, esq.” and “ Relation of sir 
George Sonds’ narrative of the passages on the death of 
his two sons,” ibid. 4to. This Freeman Sonds was exe¬ 
cuted for the murder of his brother. 5. “ Life and death 
of Alice dutchess Dudley,” ibid. 1669, 4to ; and two or 
three occasional sermons. * 

BORGHINI (Vincent), was born at Florence in 1515 
of a noble family, and became a Benedictine monk in 1531. 
He was one of the persons appointed to correct the Deea- 

* Fabroni Vita Italorum.—Martin’s Biog. Phi losophiea.—Gen. Diet.—Halter 
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meron of Boccaee, by order of the council of Trent, and 
performed this curious task for the edition of Florence, 
1573, Svo. But the best known of his works, and which 
did him the most honour, is that entitled, 4< Discorsi ili 
M. Vincenzo Borghini,” print&i at Florence 1584 and 
1585, in 2 rols. 4to, and reprinted at the same place in 
1755, with annotations. In these dissertations he treats ol 
the origin of Florence, and of several interesting particu¬ 
lars of its history, of its families, of its coins, &c. Borg¬ 
hini died in 1680, after having refused, through humility, 
the archbishopric of Pisa, wuich was offered to him some 
time before his death. His only promotion was that of 
prior of the hospital of St. Maria degli Innocenti in Flo¬ 
rence. Another writer of the same name [Raeaei.lO Borg- 
uini], was author of several comedies, and of a tract on 
painting and sculpture, in some estimation, under the title 
of “ Riposo della Pittura, e della Scultura,” published at 
Florence in 1584, Hvo. 1 

BORGIA (C/Esar), a monster of ambition and cruelty, 
was a natural son ol" pope Alexander VI. What year he 
was horn in, we do not find : but he was at his studies in 
the university of Pisa, when Alexander was elected pope, 
in August 1492. Upon the news of his father’s advance¬ 
ment, he banished all thoughts of his former private con¬ 
dition of life ; and, full of ambition, as if himself was tube 
made emperor of the world, he hastened directly to Rome, 
where Alexander received him with formality and coldness, 
but whether it was real or but affected, is not easy to deter¬ 
mine. Caesar, how'ever, took it to be veal ; and, greatly 
disgusted as well as disappointed, went immediately and 
complained to iiis mother Vauozza, who hid him not be 
cast down ; and told him, that she knew the pope’s mind 
belter than any body, and for what reasons his holiness had 
given him that reception. In the mean time the court- 
flatterers solicited the pope to make Ca'sar a cardinal, 
which he absolutely refused; but, that lie might not seem 
altogether forgetful of him, he created him archbishop of 
Valenza, a benefice which his holiness had enjoyed in his 
younger days. This preferment was by no means accept¬ 
able to Caesar, yet he affected to be content, since the 
pope, he found, was determined to confer the best of his 
secular dignities on his eldest son Francis, who at that time 
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was made duke of Gandia by Ferdinand king of Castile 
and Arragon. 

Alexander VI. bad five children by bis mistress Vanoz- 
za; Francis and Cmsar, already mentioned, two other sons, 
and a daughter named Lucretia. Francis was a gentleman 
of good disposition and probity, and in every respect op¬ 
posite to his brother Ciesar ; but Caesar seems to have pos¬ 
sessed abilities superior to those of Francis : which made a 
certain historian say, “ that Caesar was great among the 
wicked, and Francis good among the great.” Caesar how¬ 
ever was the mother’s favourite, as having a temper and 
principles more conformable to hers : for which reason, at 
the time when Alexander was undetermined on which of 
these brothers he should bestow the cardinal’s cap, Va- 
noz^a declared herself in favour of Caesar, who was accord¬ 
ingly made a cardinal in the second year of Alexander’s 
pontificate. From this time he acted in concert with his 
father, and was an useful instrument in executing all the 
schemes of that wicked pope, as he had no scruples of 
honour or humanity, nor was there any thing too atrocious 
for him to perpetrate, to promote his insatiable ambition. 
This is said to have even incited him to the murder of his 
elder brother Francis, duke of Gandia. All the secular 
dignities, which then were much more coveted than the 
ecclesiastical, were heaped uptfh Francis, which obstructed 
Caesar's projects so entirely, that lie was resolved at all ad¬ 
ventures to remove him. The story is, that in 1497, hir¬ 
ing assassins, he caused him to be murdered, and thrown 
into the Tiber; where his body was found some days after, 
full of wounds and extremely mangled. The pope was 
afflicted to the last degree ; for though he made use of 
Caesar as the abler, lie loved Francis as the better man. ( He 
caused therefore strict inquiry to be made after the mur¬ 
derers; upon which Vanozza, who for that and other reasons 
was justly suspected to be privy to the affair, went privately 
to the pope, and used all the arguments she could, to dis¬ 
suade him from searching any further. Some say, that she 
went so far as to assure his holiness, that if he did not desist, 
the same person who took away his son’s life would not spare 
his own. The whole of this story, however, appears doubtful; 
nor, indeed, is there any positive proof that Borgia was even 
privy to his brother’s death. Gordon, only, has asserted 
it with accompanying proofs, but the latter appear to be 
historic fictions. It cannot be necessary to add to Ctesar’s 
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crimes. He now, however, succeeded to his brother’s 
fortunes and honours, began to be tired of ecclesiastical 
matters, and grew quite sick of the cardinalate, and there¬ 
fore determined to throw it off as soon as possible, that he 
might have the greater scope for practising the excesses, 
to which his natural ambition and cruelty prompted him: 
for cruel as well as ambitious he was in the highest degree. 
Numbers he caused to be taken olF by poison or the sword ; 
and it is recorded, that assassins were constantly kept iu 
pay by him at Rome, for the sake of removing all who 
were either obnoxious or inconvenient to him. Getting 
rid of the cardinalate, he was soon after made duke of Va- 
ientinois by Lewis XII. of France : with whom he entered 
into a league for the conquest of the Milanese. From this 
time he experienced various turns of fortune, being some¬ 
times prosperous, sometimes unfortunate. He very nar¬ 
rowly escaped dying of poison in 1503 ; for, having con« 
certed with the pope a design of poisoning nine newly 
created cardinals at once (or, as some say, only one car¬ 
dinal), in order to possess their effects, the poisoned wine 
destined for the purpose was by mistake brought to them¬ 
selves and drank. The pope died of it; but Caesar, by 
the vigour of his youth, and the force of antidotes, after 
many struggles, recovered. He only recovered, however, 
to outlive his fortune nm^grandcur, to see himself de¬ 
pressed, and his enemies exalted ; for he was soon after 
divested of all his acquisitions, and sent a,prisoner to 
Spain, in order to free Italy from an incendiary, and the 
Italian princes from those dangers which his turbulent and 
restless spirit made them fear, even though lie was un¬ 
armed. From Spain he escaped to Navarre to king Joint 
his brother-in-law, where he met with a very friendly recep¬ 
tion. From hence he designed to go into t rance; and 
there, with the assistance of Lew is, to try if he could once 
more re-establish his fortune, but Lewis refused to receive 
him, not only because he and Spain had concluded a 
truce, but because they were also at enmity with the king 
of Navarre. The French king also, in order to gratify 
Spain, had confiscated Cesar’s duchy of Valentinois, and 
taken away the yearly pension which he had from. France. 
So that this fallen tyrant, in a poor and abandoned condi¬ 
tion, without revenue or territory, was forced to be de¬ 
pendent upon his brother-in-law, who was then at war 
with his subjects. Borgia served as a volunteer in that 
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war; and, while the armies were engaged in battle, and 
fighting under the walls of Viana, was wounded, and 
died in consequence, March 12, 1507. On his death-bed 
he is said to have exclaimed, “ 1 had provided in the course 
of ray life for every thipg but death ; and now, alas ! I am 
to die, though completely unprepared for it.” Caesar 
Borgia took these words for his device, “ Aut Caesar aut 
nihil;” which gave occasion to the following epigrams : 

1 . 

Borgia Ctcsar erat fact is et nomine Cresar; 

Aut nihil, aut (a^ur, dixit; utrumque fuit. 

2 . 

Aut nihil, aut Cie^ar, vult dici Il 'igia : quid ni ? 

Cum simul et Ctesar pow.it, ct esse nihil. 

.i. 

Omnia vincebas ; sperabas omnia, Cavsar j 
Omnia deficiunt, ineipis esse nihil. 

The first of these, Mr. Seward has translated, 

Borgia, whilst wild ambition's fever [lam'd, 

“ Caesar or nothing, let me be,” exclaim'd. 

"What truth inspir’d the unsuspecting prince. 

Too well, alas ! his life and death evince. 

The same author informs us that the portrait opposite to 
the face of the fox in Baptista do la Porte’s “ Treatise on 
Physiognomy,” is that of ibis nufrisier of iniquity. 

“ Of this extraordinary character,” says Mr. Itoscoe, 
tc it may with truth be observed, that his activity, courage, 
and perseverance, were equal to the greatest attempts. In 
the pursuit of his object be overlooked or overleaped all 
other considerations : when force u»as ineffectual, he had 
recourse to fraud ; and whether he thundered in open hos¬ 
tility at the gates of a city, or endeavoured to etiect his 
purpose by negotiation and treachery, tie was equally irre¬ 
sistible. If we may confide in the narrative of Guicciar¬ 
dini, cruelty, rapine, injustice, and lust, are the only par¬ 
ticular features in the composition of this monster •• yet it 
is difficult to conceive that a man so totally unredeemed by 
a single virtue, should have been enabled to maintain 
himself at the head of a powerful army : to engage in so 
eminent a degree the favour of the people conquered : to 
form alliances with the first sovereigns of Europe : to de¬ 
stroy or overturn the most powerful families of Italy, and 
to lay the foundations of a dominion, of which it is ac¬ 
knowledged that the short duration is to be attributed ra¬ 
ther to his ill-fortune and the treachery of others, than 

Voi.. VI. I 
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either to his errors or his crimes. If, however, he Ini' 
been too indiscriminately condemned by one historian, hi: 
has in another met with as zealous and as powerful an en¬ 
comiast, and the maxims of the politician are only the 
faithful record of the transactious.of his hero. On the 
principles of Machiavelli, Borgia was the greatest man of 
the age. ]Nor was he, in fact, without, qualities which in 
some degree compensated for his demerits. Courageous, 
magnificent, eloquent, and accomplished in all the exer¬ 
cises of arts and arms, he raised an admiration of his en¬ 
dowments which kept pace with and counter-balanced the 
abhorrence excited by bis crimes. That even these crimes 
have been exaggerated, is highly probable. His enemies 
went numerous, and the certainty of ins guilt in some in¬ 
stances gave credibility to every imputation that could be 
devised against him. That he retained, even after he had 
survived his prosperity, no inconsiderable share of public 
estimation, is evident from the fidelity and attachment 
shewn to him on many occasions. After his death, his 
memory and achievements were celebrated by (Strozza) 
one of the most elegant Latin poets that Italy has pro¬ 
duced. The language of poetry is not indeed always that 
of truth; but. we may at least give credit to the account 
of the personal accomplishments and warlike talents of 
Borgia, although ne may indignantly reject the spurious 
praise, which places him among the heroes of antiquity, 
and at the summit of fame.” * 

The evidence of a poet is certainly inconclusive, and 
although the “ personal accomplishments and warlike ta¬ 
lents” maybe proved, and have not been lessened, vet 
they weigh little against those crimes which stand uncou- 
tradictcd, and form one of the vilest characters in history. 1 

BORGIA (Stephen), a learned Human cardinal, was 
born of a noble family at Velletri, in 1731 ; and as the se¬ 
cond son of the family, was from his birth destined for the 
clerical dignities. In youth lie appears to have been stu¬ 
dious, and particularly attentive to historic and diplomatic 
science, and modern and ancient languages. In 1770, he 
was appointed secretary to the congregation of Propa¬ 
ganda, the purposes of which are to furnish missionaries to 
propagate Christiauity, on popish principles ; and into this 

1 Gen. Diet.— Gordon’s Lives of Alexander VI. and his son, 172S-9, fol.— 
lloscue’s Leo.—Seward’s Anecdotes, &c. 
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college children are admitted from Asia and Africa, in 
order to be instructed in religion, and to diffuse it, on 
their return, through their native countries. A more fit 
person could not be selected than Borgia, as he had both 
zeal and learning. In 1771, the abbe Amaduzzi, director 
of the printing-house of the college, procured the casting 
of the Malabar types, and published some works in that 
language, as well as in those of the Indians of Ava and of 
Pegu. By the care of this new secretary also, an Etruscan 
alphabet was published, which soon proved of the highest 
benefit to Pass^u : for, by its means, this celebrated anti¬ 
quary, in the lWter part of his life, could better explain 
than he hail ever done some Etruscau monuments of the 
highest interest. About this time he began to lay the 
foundation of the family museum at Velletri, which, be¬ 
fore 1780, exhibited no less than eighty ancient Egyptian 
statues in bronze or marble, many Etruscan and Greek 
idols, numerous coins, inscriptions, &c. To form some 
idea of the total of this museum, it may be observed that 
only a small part of it, relative to Arabic antiquity, was the 
subject of the description which, in 1782, was published 
under the title of “ MusaEum Cusicum.” He had long 
before this published “ Monumento di Giovanni XVI. 
summo Pontifice illustrato,” Rome, 1750, 8vo. “ Breve 
Istoria dell’ antica citta di Tadino ncll’ Umbria, &c.” ibid. 
1751, 8vo. “ Dissertationc sopra un’ antica Iscrizione 
rinuenta ne]£ Isoladi Maltanell’ anno 1749,”Fermo, 1751, 
and “ Dissertatione Filologica sopra un’ antica gemma in- 
tagliata.” 

About 1782, he gave a new proof of his attention to the 
interests of learning and religion, on the following occa¬ 
sion. An island, near Venice, is inhabited by Armenian 
monks ; and those fathers make no use of any language 
but their own, printing rituals and devotional books in 
Armenian, and carrying on a considerable commerce in 
such books through the East. No one, however, had 
thought of going to pass some time among these fathers, 
with a view of learning their language, until Borgia, fore¬ 
seeing the advantages that might result from it, sent one 
Gabriele, a Capuchin, to spend some time with these 
monks in learning the Armenian ; and afterwards engaged 
him to go on a mission to Astracan, to preach in Arme¬ 
nian, and to avail himself of that opportunity to compile 
an Italian-Armenian, and Armenian-Italian Dictionary. 

12 
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Father Gabriele fulfilled these injunctions, and, on his re¬ 
turn, he cli‘li\ered ihc Dictionary into the hands of the 
librarian of the Propaganda. 

In 1788 lie published his “ Vindication of the rights of 
the Holy See on the kingdom of Naples,” 4to, a work now 
of little importance, and relating ton dispute which will 
probably never be re\ i\cd. On the 30th of March, 178y, 
lie was promoted to the rank of cardinal, ami about the ' 
same time was appointed prefect of the congregation of 
the Index ; and, what was more analogous to his pursuits, 
he held the same oiHce in the Propagflfeda, and in the 
congregation for the correction of the bo WK of the oriental 
churches. After these promotions, he continued to be the 
liberal patron of all who had any connection either with 
his olRccs or with his literary pursuits, until Italy was in¬ 
vaded by the French, when, like the greater part of his 
^colleagues, he was involved in losses and dangers, both 
with respect to his fortune and to his pursuits. He for¬ 
feited all his benefices, and was near witnessing the de¬ 
struction of all the establishments committed to his ('are, 
especially the Propaganda. He was soon, however, extri¬ 
cated from his personal difficulties; and, by his timely 
measures, the imaluable literary treasures of the Propa¬ 
ganda were also saved. He was allowed a liberal pension 
from the court of Denmark, and he soon obtained the re¬ 
moval of the estnhli.dmiciit of the Propaganda to Padua, a 
citv w'hich, being then under the dominion of^he emperor 
of Germain-, was thought to be sheltered from robbery. 
Mere lie remained till the death of pope Pius VI. after 
which he repaired, with his colleagues, to Venice, to at¬ 
tend the conclave ; and, a new pope being elected, he 
returned to Rome. When the coronation of the emperor 
of France was ordered, cardinal Borgia was one of those 
individuals who were selected by the pope as the compa¬ 
nions of liis intended journey to Paris, but having caught 
a violent cold on Ins way, he died at Lyonsj^Nov. 23, 18<>1. 

Cardinal Stephen Borgia was not much favoured by na¬ 
ture with respect, to person. He was so clumsy, and his 
motions so much embarrassed, as to have little of the ap¬ 
pearance of a person of birth and rank. He was far, also, 
from being nice in his house or equipage. These little 
defects, however, were compensated by the superior qua¬ 
lities of his mind. From the time of Alexander Albani, 
no Roman cardinal had so many distinguished connections 
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anil correspondents in every part of Europe: and a great 
similarity (elegance of manners excepted) was remarked 
between the character of that illustrious prelate and liis 
own. The Borgian MS. so called by Miehaelis, is a frag¬ 
ment of a (.'optic-Greek manuscript, brought by a monk 
1 rotn Egypt, consisting of about twelve leaves, and sent to 
cardinal Borgi 1 . The whole of it is printed in “ Georgii 
i'Vagmentum Graeco-Copto-Thebaicum,’’ Rome, 17 89, 
4to. 1 

BORG! .\.Ntf^(T]oitATio), a painter and engraver, was 
horn at Koin^mn I(>3(), and learned design from Giulio 
Borgianni his brother ; hut improved himself by studying 
the capital performances of the ancient and modern artists, 
which he was enabled to contemplate every day in his na¬ 
tive city. Having had an oiler from a nobleman, of travel¬ 
ling with him in a tour through Europe, he willingly ao* 
cepted it, from a desire of being acquainted with the dif¬ 
ferent customs and manners of different nations. But his 
progress was stopped by his falling in love with a young 
woman in Spain, to whom he was afterwards married; and. 
finding his circumstances reduced to a narrow compass, he 
applied himself to his profession with double diligence, to 
procure a comfortable support. His endeavours were soon 
successful ; and lie was happy enough to find many friends, 
admirers, and employers, and was accounted one of the 
best painteis in Spain. After the death of his wife, hav¬ 
ing then no attachment to that country, he returned to 
Rome, and painted some historical subjects larger than 
life; but the figures being above his accustomed size, 
shewed a want of correctness in several of the members, 
which made his pictures not quite acceptable to the re¬ 
fined taste of the Roman school. He was, however, en¬ 
gaged in some great works for the chapels and convents, 
and also to paint portraits, by which he acquired honour, 
and lived in m uence. He died in liiSI, of a broken 
heart, in consequence of the ill treatment he received, 
through the envy and villainy of one Ceiio, a painter, who 
proved a most malicious competitor, and to whom he had 
been often preferred, by the best judges of painting at 
Rome ; hut. he died lamented and pitied by every worthy 
man of his profession. 

1 Athenaeum, vol. V.— Saxii Onomastieon.—Ilees’s Cyclopedia, art. Hot tjiaij 

MS. 
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As an engraver, he is probably best known to many of 
our readers, for his engravings of the Bible histories, 
which were painted by Raphael in the Vatican, commonly 
called “ Raphael’s Bible,” small plates, length-ways, 
dated 1615, which are very slight, and seem to be the 
hasty productions of his point. Mr. Strutt says, that his 
most finished etching is “ a dead Christ,” a small square 
plate, the figure greatly foreshortened, and behind ap¬ 
pear the two Mary’s and St. John, who is kissing one of 
the hands of our Saviour. His etchingd^u?, in general, 
in a bold, free maimer, and more iinishcdvHn usual, when 
considered as the works of a painter, but in some the 
drawing is not correct. 1 

BORLACE (Da. Edmund), son of sir John Borlace, 
master of the ordnance, and one of the lords justices of 
Ireland, was horn in the seventeenth century, and educated 
at the university of Dublin. Then be travelled to Leyden, 
where he commenced doctor of physic in 1650, and was 
afterwards admitted to the same degree at Oxford. At 
last he settled at Chester, where he practised physic with 
great reputation and success; and where he died in 1682. 
Among several books which he wrote and published, are, 
1. “ Latham Spaw in Lancashire : with some remarkable 
cases and cures effected by it,” Lond. 1670, 8vo, dedi¬ 
cated to Charles earl of Derby. 2. “ The Reduction of 
Ireland to the Crown of England: with the governors 
since the conquest by king Henry II. anno 1172, and some 
passages in their government. A brief account of the re¬ 
bellion, ann. Dorn. 1641. Also the original of the univer¬ 
sity of Dublin, and the college of physicians,” Lond. 1 67.5, 
a large octavo. 3. “ The History of the execrable Irish 
Rebellion, traced from many preceding acts to the grand 
eruption, Oct. 23, 1641 ; ami thence pursued to the act of 
settlement, 1672,” Lond. 1680, folio. Wood tells us, that 
much of this book is taken from another, entitled “ The 
Irish Rebellion; or. The History of the beginnings and 
first progress of the general rebellion raised within the 
kingdom of Ireland, Oct. 23, 1641,” Lond. 1646, 4to, 
written by sir John Temple, master of the rolls, one of his 
majesty’s privy council in Ireland, ami father of the cele¬ 
brated sir William Temple. 4. “ Brief Reflections on the 
pari of Castlehaven’s Memoirs of his engagement and car- 


* Pi I king* on anti Strutt. 
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yjage iu the War of Ireland. By which the government of 
that time, and the justice of the crown since, are vindi¬ 
cated from aspersions cast upon both,” Bond. 1682, 8vo. 1 

BORLASE (William), a learned English antiquary, 
was born at Pendeen, in the parish of St. Just, Cornwall, 
February 2, 1698-6. The family of that name, from which 
he was descended, had been settled at the place from 
whence they derived it (Borlasc), from the time of king 
William Rufus. Our author was the second son of John 
Borlase, esq. of Pendeen, in the parish before mentioned, 
by Lydia, thei^^ungest daughter of Christopher Harris, 
esej. of llayne in the county of Devon ; and was put early 
to school at Penzance, from which he was removed, in 
1709, to the care of the rev. Mr. Bedford, then a learned 
school-master at Plj'mouth. Having completed his gram¬ 
matical education, lie was entered of Exeter college, Ox¬ 
ford, in March 1712-13; where, on the 1st of June 17 19/ 
lie took the degree of master of arts. In the same year, 
Mr. Borlasc was admitted to deacon’s orders, and ordained 
priest in 1720. On the 22d of April, 1722, he was in¬ 
stituted, bv Dr. Weston, bishop of Exeter, to the rectory 
of I.udgvan iu Cornwall, to which lie had been presented 
by Charles Duke of Bolton L On the 2Sth of July, 1724, 
be was married in the church of Illuggan, by his elder 
brother. Dr. Borlase of Castlehorneck, to Anne, eldest 
surviving daughter and coheir of William Smith, M. A. 
rector of the parishes of Camborn and Illuggan. In 1732, 
the lord chancellor King, by the recommendation of sir 
William Morice, hart, presented Mr. Borlase to the vicar¬ 
age of St. Just, his native parish, and where his father 
had a considerable property. 'Phis vicarage and the rec¬ 
tory of Ludgvan were the only preferments he ever re¬ 
ceived. 

When Mr. Borlase was fixed at Ludgvan, which was a 
retired, but delightful situation, lie soon recommended 

* This was not precisely the ease, soon after {viz. Mar. 1721); and by 
His f.illicr purchased for him, of the the application of his father, then de- 
rev. Mr. Charles Wroughlon, then pro- puty recorder of St. Ives, strengthened 
prietor of the next turn, as well as in- by a recoinni'iidation of sir Johu Ho- 
rumbeut, the next presentation to the hart, hart, afterwards carl of Bucking-, 
rectory of Ludgvan; hut the then liam, added in that of the corporation 
grantor. Charles duke of Bolton, nri-* of St, Ives, W. It. was presented by 
"inal proprietor of the. church of Ltidg- Charles, tin uhsequent duke of liol- 
van, dying before the grantee, (he pur- ton, to the leciory of Ludgvan.—>1S 
chase was void. Mr. Wroughlon died recount by I n. Borlase. 

’ W tod's Atii. to'. Ii fasti. 
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himself as a pastor, a gentleman, ami a man of learning. 
The duties of his profession he discharged with the most 
rigid punctuality and exemplary dignity. He was esteemed 
and respected by the principal gentry of Cornwall, and 
lived on the most friendly and social terms with those of 
his neighbourhood. In the pursuit of general knowledge 
he was active and vigorous; and his mind being of an in¬ 
quisitive turn, he could not survey with inattention or 
indifference the peculiar objects which his situation pointed 
to his view. There were in the parish of Ludgvan rich 
copper works, belonging to the late eaU of Godolphin. 
These abounded with mineral and metallic fossils, which 
Mr. Borlase collected from time to time; and his collec¬ 
tion increasing by degrees, he was encouraged to study 
at large the natural history of his native county. While 
he was engaged in this design, he could not avoid being 
struck with the numerous monuments of remote antiquity 
that are to be met with in several parts of Cornwall; and 
which had hitherto been passed over with far less examina¬ 
tion than they deserved. Enlarging, therefore, his plan, 
he determined to gain as accurate an acquaintance as pos¬ 
sible with the Druid learning, and with the religion and 
customs of the ancient Britons, before their conversion to 
Christianity. To this undertaking he was encouraged by 
several gentlemen of his neighbourhood, who were men of 
literature and lovers of British antiquities ; and particu¬ 
larly by sir John .St. Aulyyn, ancestor of the present ba¬ 
ronet of that family, and the late rev. Edward Collins, 
•vicar of St. Earth. In the year 1718, Mr. Borlase, hap¬ 
pening to attend the ordination of his eldest son at Exeter, 
commenced an acquaintance with the liev. Dr. Charles 
Lyttelton, late bishop of Carlisle, then come to be in¬ 
stalled into the deatiry, and the Rev. Dr. Milles, the late 
dean, two eminent antiquaries, who, in succession, have 
so ably presided over the society of antiquaries in London. 
Our author’s correspondence with these gentlemen was a 
great encouragement to the prosecution of bis studies; and 
be has acknowledged iiis obligations to them, in several 
parts of his works. In 1750, being at London, he was 
admitted a fellow of the royal society, into which he had 
been chosen the year before, after having communicated 
an ingenious Essay on the, Cornish Crystals. Mr. Borlase 
hawng completed, in 1753, his manuscript of the Anti¬ 
quities of Cornwall, carried it to Oxford, where he finished 
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the whole impression, in folio, in the February following. 
A second edition of it, in the same form, was published 
at London, in J76y. Our author’s next publication was, 
“ Observations on the ancient and present state of the 
Islands of Scillv, and their importance to the trade of 
Great Britain, m a letter to the reverend Charles Lyttel¬ 
ton, LL. I). dean of Exeter, and F. II. S.” This work, 
which was printed likewise at Oxford, and appeared in 
1756, in quarto, was an extension of a paper that had 
been read before the royal society, on the 8th of February 
1758, entitled, “ An Account of the great Alterations 
which the Islands of .Seiiiy have undergone, since the time 
of the ancients, who mention them, as to their number, 
extent, and position.” It was at the request of Dr. Lyt¬ 
telton, that this account was enlarged into a distinct 
treatise. In 1757, Mr. Borlase again employed the Ox¬ 
ford press, in printing his “ Natural History of Corn¬ 
wall,” for which he had been many years making collec¬ 
tions, and which was published in April 1758. After this, 
he sent a variety of fossils, and remains of antiquity, which 
he had described in bis works, to be placed in the Ash- 
molean museum ; and to the same repository he continued 
to send every tiling curious which fell into his hands. 
For these benefactions he received the thanks of the uni¬ 
versity, in a letter from the vice-chancellor, dated Novem¬ 
ber 18, 1758 ; and in March, 1766, that learned body con¬ 
ferred on him the degree of doctor of laws, by diploma, 
the highest academical honour. 

Though Dr. Borlase, when he had completed his three 
principal works, was become more than sixty years of age, 
he continued to exert his usual diligence and vigour in 
quiet attention to his pastoral duty, and the study of the 
•Scriptures. In the course of this stud)', ho drew up para¬ 
phrases on the books of Job, and the books of Solomon, 
and wrote some other pieces of a religious kind, rather, how¬ 
ever, for his private improvement, than with a view to pub¬ 
lication. His amusements abroad were, to superintend the 
care of Ills parish, and particularly the forming and re¬ 
forming of its roads, which were more numerous than in 
any parish of Cornwall. His amusements at home were the 
Belles lettres, and especially painting ; and the correction 
and enlargement of his “ Antiquities of Cornwall,” for a 
second edition, engaged some part of his time; and when 
this business was completed, he applied his attention to a 
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minute revision of his “ Natural History.” After tins, ini 
prepared for the press a treatise he had composed some 
years before, concerning the Creation and Deluge. But a 
violent illness, in January 1771, and the apprehensions of 
entangling himself in so long and close an attention as the 
correcting of the sheets, solely, and at such a distance from 
London, would require, induced him to drop his design, 
and to recal the manuscript from his bookseller, when only 
a few pages of it had been printed. From the time of his 
illness, he began sensibly to decline, the infirmities of old 
age came fast upon him ; and it was visible to all his friends 
that his dissolution was approaching. This expected event 
happened on the 31st of August, 1772, in the 77th year of 
his age, when he was lamented as a kind father, an affec¬ 
tionate brother, a sincere friend, an instructive pastor, and 
a man of erudition. He was buried within the communion 
rails in Ludgvan church, by the side of Mrs. Borlase, who 
had been dead abme three years. 

The Doctor had by liis lady six sons, two of whom alone 
survived him, the rev. Mr. John Borlase, and the rev. Mr. 
George Borlase, who was Casuistical Professor and Regis¬ 
trar of the university of Cambridge, and died in 180!). 

Besides Dr. Borlase 1 s literary connections with Dr. Lyt¬ 
telton and Dr. Milles, before mentioned, he corresponded 
with most of the ingenious men of his time. He had a par¬ 
ticular intercourse of this kind with Mr. Pope ; and there is 
still existing a large collection of letters, written l»y that 
celebrated poet to our author. lie furnished Mr. Pope 
with the greatest part of the materials for forming his grotto 
at Twickenham, consisting of such curious fossils as the 
county of Cornwall abounds with: and there might have 
been seen, before the destruction of that curiosity. Dr. 
Borlase’s name in capitals, composed ot crystals, in the 
grotto. On this occasion a very handsome letter was written 
to the Doctor by Mr. Pope, in which he saj's, “ I am much 
obliged to you for your valuable collection of Cornish dia¬ 
monds. I have placed them where they may best represent 
yourself, in a shade, bid shining alluding to the obscurin 
of Dr. Borlase’s situation, and the brilliancy of his talents. 
—The papers which he communicated at different times 
to the Royal Society are numerous and curious. 1 

* TVio". Brit., corrected by a MS. account written by himself ami inserted in Ni¬ 
chols’s Eowycr, vol. Y. and Gent, Mag. 1S03.—Son’s death, ibid. IS09. 
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BORN (Ignatius), Baron, an eminent mineralogist, was 
born of a noble family at Carlsburg, in Transylvania, Dec. 
26, 1742. lie came early in life to Vienna, and studied 
under the Jesuits, who, perceiving his abilities, prevailed 
on him to enter into their society, but he remained a mem¬ 
ber only about a year and a half. He then went to Prague, 
where, as it is the custom in Germany, he studied law, and 
having completed his course, made a tour through a part 
of Germany, Holland, the Netherlands, and France, and 
returning to Prague, he engaged in the studies of natural 
history, mining, and their connected branches, and in 
17/0, he was received into the department of the mines 
and mint at Prague. The same year he visited the princi¬ 
pal mines of Hungary and Transylvania, and during this 
tour kept up a correspondence with the celebrated Ferber, 
who, in 1774, published his letters. It was in this town 
also that ho so nearly lost his life, and where he was struck 
with the disease which embittered the rest of his days. It 
appears from his eighteenth letter to Mr. Ferber that, when 
at Felso-Banya, he descended into a mine, where fire was 
used to detach the ore, to observe the efficacy of this means, 
but too soon after the fire had been extinguished, and while 
the mine was full of arsenical vapours raised by the heat. 
How greatly he suffered in his health by this accident ap¬ 
pears from his letter, in which he complained that he could 
hardly hear the motion of his carriage. After this he was 
appointed at Prague counsellor of the mines. In 1771, he 
published a small work of the jesuit Poda, on the machinery 
used about mines, and the next year his “ Lithophylacium 
Borneanum,” a catalogue of that collection of fossils, which 
he afterward disposed of to the lion. Mr. Greville. This 
work drew on him the attention of mineralogists, and 
brought him into correspondence with the first men in that 
study, lie was now made a member of the royal societies 
of Stockholm, Sienna, and Padua; and in 1774, the same 
honour was conferred on him by the royal society of 
.London. 

During his residence in Bohemia, his active disposition 
induced him to seek for opportunities of extending know¬ 
ledge, and of being useful to the world. He took a part 
in the work, entitled “ Portraits of the learned men and 
artists of Bohemia and Moravia.” He was likewise con¬ 
cerned in the “ Literary transactions, or Acta Litteraria, of 
Bohemia and Moravia,” and the editor of the latter pub-r 
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licly acknowledges in the preface, how much Bohemian li¬ 
terature is indebted to him. Prague and Vienna were 
both without a public cabinet for the use of the students : 
it was at his instigation that government was induced to 
form one, which be assisted by his contributions and his 
labours. In 1775, he laid the foundation of a literary so¬ 
ciety, which published several volumes under the title of 
“ Memoirs of a private Society in Bohemia.” His fame 
reaching the empress Mary Theresa, in 1776, she called 
him to Vienna to arrange and describe the Imperial collec¬ 
tion, and about two years after, he published the splendid 
work containing the ( or.chologv : in the execution of 
which he had sonic* ass-stance. The empress defrayed the 
expences for a certain number of copies. On the death of 
this patron the work was discontinued, her successor, the 
emperor Joseph, not favouring the undertaking. lie had 
likewise the honour of instructing the arch-duchess Maria 
Anna in natural history, who was partial to this entertain¬ 
ing study ; and he formed and arranged for her a neat mu¬ 
seum. In 1779, he was raised to the office of actual coun¬ 
sellor of the court-chamber, in the department of the 
mines and mint. This office detained hint constantly in 
Vienna, and engaged the chief part of his time. 

The consequences of his misfortune at Felso-Banya be¬ 
gan now to be felt in the severest manner ; he was attacked 
with the most excruciating cholics, which often threatened 
a speedy termination of his life and miseries. In this depth 
of torment, he had recourse to opium, and a large portion 
of this being placed by his side, which he was ordered 
only to take in small doses, on one occasion, through the 
intensity of his pain, he swallowed the whole, which 
brought on a lethargy, of four and twenty hours; hut when 
he awoke he was free of his pains. The disorder now at¬ 
tacked his legs and feet, particularly his right leg, and in 
this he was lame for the rest of his life, and sometimes the 
lameness was accompanied by pain. But his feet by de¬ 
grees withered, and he was obliged to sit, or lie, or lean 
upon a soplia; though sometimes he was so well as to be 
able to sit upon a stool, but not to move from one room to 
the other without assistance. 

His free and active genius led him to interest himself in 
all the occurrences of the times, and to take an active 
pan in all the institutions and plans which professed to 
enlighten and reform mankind. With these benevolent 
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intentions lie formed connexions with the free-masons, 
whose views in this part of the world occasioned the laws 
and regulations made against masonry by the emperor Jo¬ 
seph. Under Theresa, this order was obliged to keep it¬ 
self very secretin Austria; but Joseph, on ills coining to 
the throne, tolerated it, and the baron founded in the 
Austrian metropolis, a lodge called the “ True Concord,” 
a society of learned men, whose lodge was a place of ren¬ 
dezvous for the literati of the capital. The obstacles these 
gentlemen found, to the progress of science and use¬ 
ful knowledge, had the tendency to draw their attention 
to political subjects; and subjects were really discussed 
here which the church had forbidden to he spoken of, and 
to which the government was equally averse. At their 
meetings, dissertations on some subject of history, ethics, 
tir moral philosophy, were read by the members; and 
commonly something on the history of ancient and modern 
mysteries anti secret societies. These were afterward pub¬ 
lished in the Diary for Free-masons, for the use of the ini¬ 
tiated, and not for public sale.—In the winter they met 
occasionally, and held more public discourses, to which 
the members of the other lodges were allowed access. As 
most of the learned of Vienna belonged to this lodge, it 
was very natural to suppose, that many of the dissertations 
read hefe, were not quite within the limits of tiie original 
plan of the society. It was these dissertations which gave 
rise to another periodical work, which was continued for 
some time hy the baron, and his brother masons. He was 
likewise active in extirpating what he reckoned supersti¬ 
tions of various kinds, which had crept into the other 
lodges, and equally zealous in giving to these societies 
such an organization, as might render them useful to the 
public. 

The baron, ami many others of his lodge, belonged to 
the society of the illuminated. This, says his biographer, 
was no dishonour to him ; the views of this order, at least 
at first, seem to have been commendable; they were 
the improvement of mankind, not the destruction of so¬ 
ciety. Such institutions are only useful or dangerous, and 
to he approved of or condemned, according to the state of 
society; and this was before the French revolution, and 
in a country less enlightened than almost any other part of 
Germany. But this was before the French revolution as a 
cause is before its effect, and there can be no doubt that 
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much of the misery inflicted on Europe is to be traced to 
these societies. So zealous, however, was the baron in 
favour of the illuminati, that when the elector of Bavaria 
ordered all those in his service to quit this order, he was so 
displeased that he returned the academy of Munich the 
diploma they had sent him on their receiving him among 
them, publicly avowed his attachment to the order, and 
thought it proper to break off all further connexion with 
Bavaria, as a member of its literary society. The free¬ 
masons did not long retain the patronage of their sove¬ 
reign : the emperor Joseph soon became jealous of their 
influence, and put them under such restrictions, and clog¬ 
ged them with such incumbrances, as to amount almost to 
a prohibition ; and the society found it necessary to dis¬ 
solve. 

What raised the baron more justly high in the public 
opinion, was his knowledge of mineralogy, and his success¬ 
ful experiments in metallurgy, and piincipally in the pro¬ 
gress of amalgamation. The use of quick-sib or in extract¬ 
ing the noble metals from their ores, was not a discovery 
of the baron’s, nor of the century in which he lived ; yet 
he extended so far its application in metallurgy as to form 
a brilliant epoch in this most important art. After he had 
at great expence made many private experiments, and was 
convinced of the utility of his method, he laid before the 
emperor an account of his discovery, who gave orders that 
a decisive experiment on a large quantity of ore should be 
made at Schemnitz, in Hungary, in the presence of Char- 
pentier from Saxony, Ferber front Russia, F.lhujar from 
Spain, Poda, and other celebrated chemists, which met 
with universal approbation, and established the utility of 
his discovery. In 1786, Born published, at the desire of 
the emperor, his treatise on Amalgamation ; and in the fol¬ 
lowing year, a farther account of it was published by his 
friend Ferber. As a considerable saving in wood, time, 
and labour, attended his process, the emperor gave orders 
that it should be employed in the Hungarian mines; and 
as a recornpence to the inventor, a third of the sum that 
should be saved by adopting his method was granted to 
him for ten years, and for ten years more the interest of 
that sum. Sucli, however, was the hospitality of Born, 
and his readiness to admit and entertain all travellers, and 
to patronize distressed talents of every kind, that his ex¬ 
pellees exceeded his income, and he was at last reduced to 
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a state of insolvency. Amidst all his bodily infirmities and 
pecuniary embarrassments, and notwithstanding the variety 
of his official avocations, he was indefatigable in his literary 
pursuits; and in 1790, he published in two volumes, a 
tc Catalogue methodique raisonnc,” of Miss Raab’s collec¬ 
tion of fossils, which is regarded as a classical work on that 
subject. He employed himself also in bleaching wax by a 
new chemical process, and in boiling .salt with half the 
wood commonly used for that purpose. Whilst he was en¬ 
gaged in writing the “ Fasti Leopoldini,” or a history of 
the reign of Leopold II. in classical Latin, and a work on 
Mineralogy, his disease rapidly advanced, and being at¬ 
tended with violent spasms, terminated his life on the 28th 
of August, 1791. His treatise on Amalgamation was trans¬ 
lated into English, and published by R. F.. ltaspe. Loud. 
1791, 4to, and his travels through the Bannat of Temeswar, 
&c. were published in 1787.* 

BOROUGH (Sir John). See BURROUGHS. 

BOItlll (JosKPH Francis), a famous chemist, quack, 
and heretic, was a Milanese, and bom in the beginning of 
the seventeenth century. He finished his studies in the se¬ 
minary at Rome, where the jesuits admired him as a pro¬ 
digy for his parts and memory. He applied himself to 
chemistry, and made some discoveries; but, plunging him¬ 
self into the most extravagant debaucheries, was obliged 
at last, in 1654, to take refuge in a church. He then set 
up for a pietist; and, affecting an appearance of great 
zeal, lamented the corruption of manners which prevailed 
at Rome, saying, that the distemper was come to the 
height, and that the time of recovery drew near: a happy 
time, wherein there would he hut one sheepfold on the 
earth, whereof the pope was to be the only shepherd. 
“ Whosoever shall refuse, said he, to enter into that sheep- 
fold, shall be destroyed by the pope’s armies. God has 
predestinated me to be the general of those armies : I am 
sure, that they shall want nothing. I shall quickly finish 
uiy chemical labours by the happy production of the phi¬ 
losopher’s stone; and by that means I shall have as much 
gold as is necessary for the business. 1 am sure of the 
assistance of the angels, and particularly of that of Michael 
the archangel. When I began to walk in the spiritual life, 
I had a vision in the night, attended with an angelica 1 . 

1 Townson's Travi Is in Hungary, rv". 
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voice, which assured me, that 1 should become a prophet. 
The sign that was given me for it was a palm, that seemed 
to me surrounded with the light of paradise.” 

lie communicated to his confidants, in this manner, the 
revelations which he boasted to have received : but alter 
the death of Innocent X. finding that the new pope Alex¬ 
ander Xll. renewed the tribunals, he despaired of succeed¬ 
ing, left Rome, anil returned to Milan. There too he 
acted the devotee, and gained credit with several people, 
whom he caused to perform certain exercises, which car¬ 
ried a wonderful appearance of piety. He engaged the 
members of his new congregation, to take an oath of se¬ 
crecy to him ; and when he found them confirmed in the 
belief of his extraordinary mission, he prescribed to them 
certain vows, one of which was that of poverty ; for the 
performance of which lie very ingeniously caused all the 
money that every one had to he consigned to himself. The 
design of this crafty impostor was, in ease he could get a 
sufficient number of followers, to appear in the great 
square of Milan ; there to represent the abuses of the 
ecclesiastical and secular government ; to encourage the 
people to liberty ; and then, possessing himself of the city 
and country of Milan, to pursue his conquests. But his 
design miscarried, in consequence of the imprisonment of 
some of his disciples ; and as soon as he saw that first step of 
the inquisition, he tied, on which they proceeded against him 
for contumacy in ltij;* and 1G60; and he was condemned 
as an heretic, and burnt in effigy, with his writings, in the 
field ol" Flora at Rome, on the 3d of January lt>61. He 
is reported to have said, that he never was so cold in his 
life as on the day that he was burnt at Rome : a piece of 
wit, however, which has been ascribed to several Olivers. 
He had dictated a treatise on his system to his followers : 
but took it from them as soon as he perceived the motions 
of the inquisition, and hid all his papers in a nunnery, 
from which they fell into the hands of the inquisition, and 
were found to contain doctrines very absurd and very im¬ 
pious. 

Borri staid some time in the city of Strasburgh, to which 
he had fled ; and where he found some assistance and 
support, as well because he was persecuted by the inqui¬ 
sition, as because he was reputed a great chemist. But 
this was not a theatre large enough for Borri : he went 
therefore to Amsterdam, where he appeared in a stately 
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and splendid equipage, and took upon him the title of 
Excellency: people flocked to him, as to the physician 
who could cure all diseases ; and proposals were concerted 
for marrying him to great fortunes, &c. But his reputa¬ 
tion began to sink, as his impostures became better under¬ 
stood, and he fled in the night from Amsterdam, with a 
great many jewels and sums of money, which he had pil¬ 
fered. He then went to Hamburgh, where queen Chris¬ 
tina was, and put himself under her protection : persuad¬ 
ing her to venture a great sum of money, in order to find 
out the philosopher’s stone. Afterwards he went to Co¬ 
penhagen, and inspired his Danish majesty to search for 
the same secret; by which means he acquired that prince’s 
favour so far, as to become very odious to all the great 
persons of the kingdom. Immediately after the death of 
the king, whom he had cheated out of large sums of money, 
he left Denmark for fear of being imprisoned, and resolved 
to go into Turkey. Being come to the frontiers at a time 
when the conspiracy of Nadasti, Serini, and Frangipani, 
was discovered, he was secured, and his name sent to his 
Imperial majesty, to see if he was one of the conspirators. 
The pope’s nuncio, who happened to be present, as soon as 
he heard Borri mentioned, demanded, in the pope’s name, 
that the prisoner should be delivered to him. The em¬ 
peror consented to it, and ordered that Borri should be 
sent to Vienna; and afterwards, having first obtained from 
the pope a promise that he should not be put to death, he 
sent him to Rome; where he was tried, and condemned 
to perpetual confinement in the prison of the inquisition. 
He made abjuration of his errors in the month of October, 
1672. Some years after he obtained leave to attend the 
duke d’Estr6e, whom all the physicians had given over; 
and the unexpected cure he wrought upon him occasioned 
it to be said, that an arch-heretic had done a great miracle 
in Rome. It is said also, that the queen of Sweden sent 
for him sometimes in a coach; but that, after the death of 
that princess, he went no more abroad, and that none 
could speak with him without special leave from the pope. 
The Utrecht gazette, as Mr. Bayle relates, of the 9th of 
September, 1695, informed the public, that Borri was 
lately dead in the castle of St. Angelo, being 79 years of 
age. It seems that the duke d’Estr£e, as a recoropence 
for recovering him, had procured Borri’s prison to be 
Vol. VI. K 



130 BORRI. 

changed, from that of the inquisition to the castle of St. 
Angelo. 

Some pieces were printed at Geneva in 1681, which are 
ascribed to him ; as, 1. “ Letters concerning Chemistry 
and 2. “ Political reflections.” The first of these works is 
entitled, “ La chiave del gabinetto the second, “ Istru- 
zioni politichi.” We learn from the life of Borri, that when 
he was at Strasburg, he published a letter, which went all 
over the world. Two other of his letters are said to have 
been printed at Copenhagen in 1699, .and inscribed to Bar- 
tholinus ; one of them, “ De ortu cerebri, et usu medico;” 
the other, “ De artificio oculorum humores restituendi.” 
The Journal des Savans, of the 2d of September, 1669, 
speaks fully of these two letters. Konig ascribes also ano¬ 
ther piece to him, entitled, “ Notitia gentis Burrhorum.” 
Sorbiere saw Borri at Amsterdam, and has left us a de¬ 
scription and character of him. He says, that “ he was a 
tall black man, well shaped, who wore good clothes, and 
spent a good deal of money : that he did not want parts, 
and had some learning, was without doubt somewhat skilled 
in chemical preparations, had some knowledge in metals, 
some methods of imitating pearls or jewels, and some pur¬ 
gative and stomachic remedies : but that he was a quack, 
an artful impostor, who practised upon the credulity of 
those whom he stood most in need of; of merchants, as 
well as princes, whom he deluded out of great sums of 
money, under a pretence of discovering the philosopher’s 
stone, and other secrets of equal importance : and that, 
the better to carry on this scheme of knavery, he had as¬ 
sumed the mask of religion.” 1 

BORRICHIUS, or BORCH, a very learned physician, 
son of a Lutheran minister in Denmark, was born 1626, and 
sent to the university of Copenhagen in 1644, where he 
remained six years, during which time he applied himself 
chiefly to physic. He taught publicly in his college, and 
acquired the character of a man indefatigable in labour, 
and of excellent morals. He gained the esteem of Caspar 
Brochman, bishop of Zealand, and of the chancellor of 
the kingdom, by the recommendation of whom he obtained 
the canonry of Lundeu. He was offered the rectorship of 
the famous school of Heslow, but refused it, having formed 
a design of travelling and perfecting his studies in physic. 

1 Gen. Diet. —Motheim’s JEccl. Hist.—Sorbiere, Relation d’en Voyaee n 
AngleUrrej p. 155. 
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He began to practise as a physician during a most terrible 
plague in Denmark, and the contagion being ceased, he 
prepared for travelling as he intended ; but was obliged to 
defer it for some time, Mr. Gerstorf, the first minister of 
state, having insisted on his residing in his house in the 
quality of tutor to his children. He continued in this ca¬ 
pacity five years, and then set out upon his travels; but 
before his departure, he was appointed professor in poetry, 
chemistry, and botany. He left Copenhagen in Novem¬ 
ber 16GO, and, after having visited several eminent physi¬ 
cians at Hamburgh, went to Holland, the Low Countries, 
to England, and to Paris, where he remained two years. 
He visited also several other cities of France, and at An¬ 
gers had a doctor’s degree in physic conferred upon him. 
lie afterwards passed the Alps, and arrived at Rome in 
October 1065 , where he remained till March 1666, when 
he was obliged to set out for Denmark, where he arrived 
in October 1666. The advantages which Borrichius reaped 
in his travels were very considerable, for he hud made him¬ 
self acquainted with all the learned men in the different 
cities through which he passed. At his return to Denmark 
he resumed his professorship, in the discharge of which he 
acquired great reputation for his assiduity and universal 
learning. He was made counsellor in the supreme council 
of justice in 1686, and counsellor of the royal chancery in 
1689. This same year he had a severe attack of the stone, 
and the pain every day increasing, he was obliged to be 
cut for it; the operation however did not succeed, the 
stone being so big that it could not be extracted. He 
bore this affliction with great constancy and resolution till 
bis death, which happened in October 1690. 

Borrichius died rich, and made a most liberal use-of his mo¬ 
ney. After satisfying his relations (who were all collateral, as 
he had no family) with bequests to the amount of fifty thou¬ 
sand crowns, he left twenty-six thousand crowns to found, 
a college for poor students, consisting of a house, com¬ 
pletely furnished for sixteen students, with library, che¬ 
mical laboratory, garden, &c. to be called the Mediceau 
college. His principal medical productions consist of ob¬ 
servations published in the Acta Haffniensia, and other 
similar collections, and of the letters sent by him while on 
liis travels, to F. Bartholine, under whom he had been 
educated. The letters are the most valuable of those pub¬ 
lished by Bartholine in his “ Epistolas Medicae but the 
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works by which he acquired his principal celebrity, were 
“De om» et progrcssu Cheinite,” rich!,shed in 166;*, 4to; 
and his “ Hermetis ^Egyptiorum ofc Chtniicorum sapientia, 
ab H. Conringio vindici a.” !r-74. In this very learned 
and elaborate work, tne au,nor defends the character of the 
ancient Egyptians against the strictures of Conrin^ius: at¬ 
tributing to them the irfVention and perfection of che¬ 
mistry, and even of alchemy ; persuading himself that 
among their secrets they possessed the art of transmuting 
metals. But either from infatuation, or a desire of victory, 
be cites several manuscripts, since known to be spurious, 
as genuine, and some written since the time of onr Saviour, 
as of much higher antiquity. He shews, however, from 
undoubted authority, that the Egyptians were early ac¬ 
quainted witli the medical properties of several of their 
plants; that they used saline, and even mineral prepara¬ 
tions, some of them prepared by chemistry; that incuba¬ 
tion, or the method of hatching eggs by artificial beat, was 
first used by them ; in fine, that the art of medicine, in¬ 
vented by them, passed from them to the Grecians. Bor- 
richius was also author of “ Conspectus proeslantiorum 
scriptorum linguse Latinae;” 1698, 4to; “ Cogitationes de 
variis linguae Latinae aetatibus,” 1675, 4to; “Analecta 
philologica, et judicium de lexicis Latinis Graccisque,” 
1682, 4to; and various other philological works. 1 

BORROMEO (Charles), an eminent Romish saint and 
cardinal, was born the 2d of October 1538, of a good fa- 
mity, in the castle of Arona, upon lake Major in the Mila¬ 
nese. He addicted himself at an early period to retirement 
and study. His maternal uncle, Pius IV. sent for him to 
the court of Rome, made him cardinal in 1560, and after¬ 
wards archbishop of Milan. Charles was then but 22 
years of age, but conducted the affairs of the church with 
disinterested zeal and prudence. The Romans were at 
that time ignorant and lazy: he therefore formed an aca¬ 
demy composed of ecclesiastics and seculars, whom, by his 
example and his liberality, he animated to study and to 
virtue. Each of them was to write upon some chosen sub¬ 
ject, either in prose or verse, and to communicate to each 
other in frequent conferences the fruits of their studies. 
The works produced by this society have been published in 


1 Gen. Diet—Borrichius de Vita bus, in vol. II. of Delicise Poetarum Dano- 
tuin, Leyden, 1693.-—Haller and Manget.—Saxii Onomast.—Rees’s Cyclopedia. 
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man} 7 volumes, under the title of “ Noctes Vatican®,” 
their assemblies being held in the Vatican, and at night, 
after the business of the day was over. About the same 
time he also founded the college at Pavia, which was dedi¬ 
cated to St. Justiua. 

In the mean while, however, the young cardinal, in the 
midst of a brilliant court, wentjplong with the torrent, fitted 
up grand apartments, furnished them magnificently, and kept 
splendid equipages. His table was sumptuously served; his 
house was never empty of nobles and scholars. His uncle, 
delighted with this magnificence, gave him ample reve¬ 
nues to support it. In a very short time he was at once 
grand penitentiary of Rome, archpriest of St. Mary Major; 
protector of several crowns, and of various orders, religious 
and military ; legate of Bologna, of Romania, and of the 
marche of Ancona. It was at that time that the famous 
council of Trent was held. Much was said about the re¬ 
formation of the clergy, and Charles, after having adviffed 
it to others, gave an example of it in his own conduct. He 
suddenly discharged no less than eighty livery servants, 
left off wearing silk, and imposed on himself a weekly fast 
on bread and water. From this beginning he soon pro¬ 
ceeded greater lengths, lie held councils for confirming 
the decrees of that of Trent, terminated partly by his 
means. He made his house into a seminary of bishops ; he 
established schools, colleges, communities; re-modelled 
his clergy and the monasteries; made institutions for the 
poor and orphans, and for girls exposed to ruin, who were 
desirous to return to a regular life. His zeal was the ad¬ 
miration of good men, but was far from acceptable to the 
corrupt clergy. The order of the Humiliaii, which he 
attempted to reform, excited against him a friar, Farina, a 
shocking member of that society, who fired a gun at the 
good man while he was at evening prayer with his domes¬ 
tics. The ball having only grazed his skin, Charles peti¬ 
tioned for the pardon of his assassin, who was punished with 
death, notwithstanding his solicitations, and his order was 
suppressed. These contradictions did not abate the ardour 
of tiie good archbishop. He visited the desolate extremi¬ 
ties of his province, abolished the excesses of the carnival, 
preached to his people, and shewed himself every where as 
their pastor and father. During the ravages of a cruel 
pestilence, he assisted the poor in their spiritual concerns 
by hfs ecclesiastics and his personal attentions, sold the fur- 
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niture of his house to relieve the sick, put up prayers and 
made processions, in which he walked barefoot, and with a 
rope round his neck. His heroic charity was repaid with 
ingratitude. The governor of Milan prevailed on the ma¬ 
gistrates of that city to prefer complaints against Charles, 
whom they painted in the blackest colours. “ They ac¬ 
cused him (says Baillet) ofllhaving exceeded the limits of 
his authority during the time of the plague ; of having in¬ 
troduced dangerous innovations; of having abolished the 
public games, the stage-plaj’s, and dances; of having 
revived the abstinence on the first Sunday in Lent, in vio¬ 
lation of the privilege granted to that town of including that 
day m the carnival.” They published an injurious and in- 
suiting manifesto against him : but, contented with the tes¬ 
timony of his own conscience, he resigned the care of his 
justification to the Almighty. At length, worn out by the 
labours of an active piety, he finished bis course the 3d of 
November 1594, being only in his 47th year. He was ca¬ 
nonized in 1610. lie wrote a very great number of works 
on doctrinal and moral subjects, which were printed 1747 
at Milan, in 5 vols. folio, and the library of St. Sepulchre 
in that city is in possession of thirty-one vols. of his manu¬ 
script letters. The clergy of France reprinted at their ex¬ 
pence the Institutions he composed for the use of confes¬ 
sors. Among his works are many homilies and sermons, 
as he thought it incumbent on him to preach the word of 
God himself to his people, notwithstanding the various bu¬ 
siness and government of so large a diocese. The edition 
of “Acta Ecclesiue Mediolanensis,” Milan, 1599, fol. is 
much valued. 

Upon the whole St. Charles Borromeo appears entitled 
to the praises bestowed on him. His piety, however mis¬ 
taken, in some points, was sincere, and he practised with 
perfect disinterestedness and true consistency what he re¬ 
commended to others. His life was written by Austin Va¬ 
lerio, bishop of Verona, Boscape, bishop of Novara, and by 
Giussano, a Milanese priest; but the best life of him, and 
the most free from superstitious narrative, is that of the 
abb6 Touron, “ La V ie et l’esprit de St. Charles Borromeo,” 
Paris, 1761, 3 vols. 12ino. 1 

BORROMEO (Frederic), cousin german to the pre¬ 
ceding, and also a cardinal and archbishop of Milan, was 

1 Diet. Hist—Butler’s T.ires of the Saints.—Touron abridged, Gent. Mag. 
17—M oreri.—Ereberi Theatrum. 
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first educated under St. Charles, who afterwards placed 
him in his newly-founded college at Pavia. In 1587, pope 
Pius V. made him a cardinal, and in 1595, Clement VlII. 
promoted him to the archbishopric of Milan. He died in 
1632, leaving various pious works, written in Italian, the 
principal of which is “ Sacri Ragionamenti,” Milan, 1632 
—1646, 4 vols. folio, and Ragionamenti Spirituali,” 
ibid. 1673—1676 ; “ De Piacere della mente Christiana,” 
ibid. 1625. All his works are said to be scarce, but litera¬ 
ture was most indebted to him as the founder of the cele¬ 
brated Ambrosian library at Milan, which was enriched in 
his time with ten thousand manuscripts collected by An¬ 
tony Oggiati, whom he made librarian, and by a large 
collection of books from the Pinelli library. 1 

BORROMINI (Francis), an eminent French architect, 
was bom at Bissona in the diocese of Como in 1599, and 
acquired great reputation at Rome, where he was more 
employed than any architect of his time. A great num¬ 
ber of his works are seen in that city, but the major part 
are by no means models for young artists. They abound 
in deviations from the received rules, and other singulari¬ 
ties ; but, at the same time, we cannot fail of perceiving 
in them talents of a superior order, and strong marks of 
genius. It was in his violent efforts to outdo Bernini, whose 
fame he envied, that he departed from that simplicity 
which is the true basis of the beautiful, in order to give ex¬ 
travagant ornaments in that taste; which have induced sopie 
to compare his style in architecture to the literary style of 
Seneca or Marini. With his talents, had he studied the great 
masters in their greatest perfections, he would have been 
the first architect of liis time, merely by following their 
track; but he unfortunately deviated into the absurdities of 
singularity, and has left us only to guess from the college 
of the Propaganda, and a few other buildings at Rome, 
what he might have been. Even in his own time, his false 
taste was decried, and it is supposed that the mortifications 
he met with brought on a derangement of mind, in one of 
the fits of which he put an end to his life in 1667. From a 
vain opinion of his superiority, he is said to have destroyed 
all his designs, before his death, lest any other architect 
should adopt them. There was published, however, in 
J725, at Rome, in Italian and Latin, his “Description of 

1 Moreri.—Le Gallois Trait e des plus belles Bibliotheques <le 1’F.urope, 1685, 
-Morhoff Tolykist.—Suxii Onomasticon.—Frebsri Tbcutruui. 
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the church of Vallicela,” which he built, with the plan* 
And. designs, and a plan of the church of Sapienza, at 
Rome. 1 

BORSETTI. See CORNAZZANO. 

BOS (Jerome), an artist of singular taste, was born at 
Bois-le-Duc. He seemed to have a peculiar pleasure in 
painting spectres, devils, and enchantments : and although 
he possessed considerable powers as a painter, both in free¬ 
dom of touch and strength of colouring, his pictures rather 
excite a horror mixed with admiration than any degree of 
real delight. Among the singular objects which he chose, 
there is one which represents the .Saviour delivering the Pa¬ 
triarchs from hell. The fire and flames are painted with 
great truth. Judas in the attempt of slyly escaping with the 
Saints, is seized in the neck by the devils, who are going 
to hang him up in the air. A most remarkable painting of 
this master’s band, among several others in the Escurial, is 
an allegory of the pleasures of the flesh: in which he repre¬ 
sents the principal figure in a carriage drawn by monstrous 
imaginary forms, preceded by demons, and followed by 
dfatb. As to bis manner, it was less stiff than that of most 
of the painters of his time j and his draperies were in a bet¬ 
ter taste, more simple, and with less sameness, than any 
of his contemporaries. He painted on a white ground, 
which he so managed as to give a degree of transparence 
to his colours, and the appearance of more warmth. He 
laid on his colours lightly, and so placed them, even at the 
first touch of his pencil, as to give them their proper ef¬ 
fect, without disturbing them : and his touch was full of 
spirit. Bos was also an engraver, and, as Strutt thinks, 
the first artist who attempted to engrave in the grotesque 
style. His engravings have that stiffness which so strongly 
characterises the works of the early German masters, and 
prove that he possessed a great fertility of invention, though 
perhaps but little judgment. He died in 1500.® 

BOS (LaMBEr ), a learned philologist, was born at 
Worcum in Friesland, Nov. 23, 1670. His father who 
was rector or principal regent of the schools, and accus¬ 
tomed to mark the early appearance of talents, soon dis¬ 
covered his son’s aptitude for learning, and taught him 
Greek and Latin. HKs mother, a woman of abilities, and 
aunt to Vitringa, when she saw the latter, then a very 


* .Diet. Hist.—-D’Argenv ille. 


* rilkington and Strutt. 



b o a 


137 


young man, advanced to the professorship of Oriental lan¬ 
guages, exclaimed with maternal fondness that she hoped 
to see her son promoted to a similar rank. In this, how¬ 
ever, she was not gratified, as she died before he had 
finished his studies. When he had gone through the ordi¬ 
nary course of the classes in his father’s school, he conti¬ 
nued adding to his knowledge by an attentive perusal of the 
Greek and Latin authors, and had many opportunities tor 
this while he lived with a man of rank, as privat^ tutor to 
his children. Cicero, above all, was his favourite Latin 
author, whom he read again and again. In 1694 he went 
to the university of Franeker, where his relation, Vitringa, 
encouraged him to pursue the Greek and Latin studies, to 
which he seemed so much attached. In October 1696 he 
was permitted to teach Greek in the university, and in Fe¬ 
bruary of the following year, the curators honoured him 
with the title of prelector in that language. In 1704, when 
the Greek professorship became vacant by the death of 
Blancard, Mr. Bos was appointed liis successor, and on 
taking the chair, read a dissertation on the propagation of 
Greek learning by their colonies, “ de eruditione Graeco- 
rum per Coionias eorum propagata.” About the end of 
1716 he was attacked with a malignant fever, ending in a 
consumption, a disorder lie inherited from his mother, 
which terminated his life Jan. 6, 1717. Bos was a man of 
extensive classical learning, a solid judgment, and strong 
memory. In his personal character he was candid, amia¬ 
ble, and pious ; in his studies so indefatigable that he re¬ 
gretted every moment that was not employed in them. 
About five years before his death he married the widow of 
a clergyman, by whom he left two sons. 

He published, 1. “ Exercitatioues Philologicae, in quibus 
Novi Foederis nonnulla loca c profanis maxinie auctoribus 
Graeeis illustrantur,” Franeker, 1700, 8vo; and in 1713 
much enlarged, particularly with an ingenious etymologi¬ 
cal dissertation, on which, as well as on tiie work itself Le 
Clerc bestows high praise in his Bibliotheque Choisie,” 
vol. XV. and his “ Bibl. Anc. et Moderne,” vol. II. 2. “ Mys- 
terii Ellipsios Graecae expositi Specimen,” ibid. 1702, 
12mo. There iiave been many editions of this useful work 
to Greek students. 3. “ Observationes Miscellanea ad 
loca quaedam cum Novi Foederis, turn externorum Scripto- 
turn Graccorum,” ibid. 1707, 8vo. 4. An edition of the 
“ Septuagint,” 1709, 2 vols. 4 to, with Prolegomena, &c. 
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which Breitinger, who published another edition in 1730—> 
1732, has criticised with considerable severity in the “ Jour¬ 
nal Litteraire,” vol. XVIJI. which the reader may compare 
with what is said of Breitinger’s edition in vol. XI. of the 
** Bibliotheque Raisonnee.” 5. “ Antiquitatum Grmcarum, 
praecipue Atticarum, brevis Descriptio,” Franeker, 1713, 
12mo. Of this there have been several editions, as it be¬ 
came a school book. That of Leisner, at Paris, 1769, was 
in 1772 translated into English by our countryman, the late 
rev. Percival Stockdale, and published in octavo, in hopes 
that it might supply young scholars with a manual more 
useful than Potter’s Antiquities, but it did not answer the 
translator’s expectations in this respect. 6. “ Animadver- 
siones ad Scriptures quosdam Gnrcos. Accedit specimen 
animadversionum Latinaruin,” Franeker, 1715, 8vo. The 
same year he published a new edition of Weller’s Greek 
Grammar, adding two chapters on accentuation and syn¬ 
tax, shorter and more methodical than those of Weller. 
F. H. Schaefer published a variorum edition of his “ Ellip¬ 
ses,” in 1809, Leipsic. Saxius only, of all his biogra¬ 
phers, notices a work by Bos which appears to have been 
his first, “ Thom ie Magistri Dictionum Atticarum Ecloga,” 
Franeker, 1698, Svo. 1 

BOS (Lewis Janssen, or John Lewis), an artist, was 
born at Bois-le-Duc., and having been carefully instructed 
in the art of painting by the artists of his native city, he 
applied himself entirely to study after nature, and ren¬ 
dered himself very eminent for truth of colouring and 
neatness of handling. His favourite subjects were flowers 
and curious plants, which he usually represented as 
grouped in glasses, or vases of chrystal, half filled with 
water, and gave them so lively a look of nature, that it 
seemed scarcely possible to express them with greater 
truth or delicacy. In representing the drops of dew on 
the leaves of his subjects, be executed them with uncom¬ 
mon transparence, and embellished his subjects with but¬ 
terflies, bees, wasps, and other insects, which, Sandrart 
says, were superior to any thing of that kind performed by 
his contemporary artists. He likewise painted portraits 
with very great success. * 

BOSC (Claude du), an engraver, was a native of 
France, and being invited to England by Nicholas Do* 

> Chaufrpie Nouveau Diet. vol. 11.—-Fabric. Bibl. Grsse.—Saxii Onomast. 
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rigny, assisted him for some time in engraving the car¬ 
toons of Raphael; and afterwards separating from Dorigny, 
he undertook to engrave the cartoons for the printsellers. 
He also engraved the duke of Marlborough’s battles, for 
which he received 80/. per plate; and, assisted first by 
Du Guernier, and afterwards by Beauvais and Baron, he 
completed them within two years, in 1717. He then be¬ 
came a printseller, and published, by subscription, the 
translation of Picart’s Religious Ceremonies. As an en¬ 
graver, he possessed no great merit: his style is coarse 
and heavy, and the drawing of the naked parts of the 
figure in his plates is very defective. The M Continence 
of Scipio,” from a picture of Nicholas Poussin, in the 
Houghton collection, is one of his plates. He flourished 
in 1714. 1 

BOSC (Peter mi), a French minister, and the greatest 
preacher in his time among the protestants, was son of 
William du Bose, advocate to the parliament of Roan, and 
born at Bayeux, February 21 , 1623. He made such pro¬ 
gress, after having studied divinity eighteen months at 
Montauban, and three years at Sauinur, that although he 
was but in his three and twentieth year, he was qualified to 
serve the church of Caen, to which he was presented Nov. 
15, 1645, and received the imposition of hands Dec. 17, 
the same year. The merit of his colleagues, and above all 
that of Mr. Bochart, did not hinder Mr. du Bose from ac¬ 
quiring speedily the reputation of one of the first men of 
his function ; and his eloquence became so famous 
throughout the whole kingdom, that the church of Cha- 
renton would have him for their minister, and sent to de¬ 
sire him of his church, in the beginning of 1658. The 
strongest solicitations were made use.of; but neither the 
jeioquence of the deputies of Paris, nor the letters of per¬ 
sons of the greatest eminence in France amongst the pro¬ 
testants, could engage the church of Caen to part with 
him, nor him to quit his flock. It was impossible that such 
talents and fame should not give umbrage to the enemies 
of the protestant religion, which they shewed in 1664, b y 
procuring a lettre de cachet, which banished him from Cha¬ 
lons till a new order, for having spoke disrespectfully of 
auricular confession. Mr. du Bose, as he passed through 
Paris to go to the place of his banishment, explained to 


5 Striut.—.-Walpole's Engraver*. 
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Mr. le Tellier his opinion on confession, and in what man¬ 
ner he had spoken of it, with which Le Tellier was satis¬ 
fied, and told him that he had never doubted of the false¬ 
ness of the accusation. Mr. du Bose recovered the liberty 
of returning to his church October 15, 1664, and the joy 
which was at Caen among the brethren, when he came 
there, November 8, was excessive. A great many honour¬ 
able persons of the other party congratulated him ; and 
there was a catholic gentleman who celebrated the event 
in a very singular manner, as thus related by Du Bose’s 
biographer. “ A gentleman of the Roman religion, of 
distinction in the province, whose life was not very regu*- 
lar, but who made open profession of loving the pastors 
who had particular talents, and seemed particularly ena¬ 
moured with the merit of Mr. du Bose, having a mind to 
solemfiize the feast with a debauch, took two Cordeliers 
whom he knew to be honest fellows, and made them drink 
so much, that one of them died on the spot. He went to 
see Mr. du Bose the next day, and told him that he thought 
himself obliged to sacrifice a monk to the public joy ; that 
the sacrifice would have been more reasonable, if it had 
been a Jesuit; but that his offering ought not to displease 
him, though it was but of a Cordelier. This tragical ac¬ 
cident, of which he was only the innocent occasion, did 
not fail to disturb the joy which he had upon seeing him¬ 
self again in his family and amongst his flock.” During 
the prosecutions of the protestant churches in 1665, he 
defended that of Caen, and many others of the province, 
against the measures of the bishop of Bayeux. The king 
having published in 1666 a severe proclamation against 
the protestants, all the churches sent deputies to Paris to 
make humble remonstrances to his majesty. The churches 
of Normandy deputed Mr. du Bose, who departed • from 
Caen July 3, 1668. As soon as he was arrived at Paris, 
the other deputies chose him to draw up several memoirs. 
It being reported that the king would suppress some cham¬ 
bers of the edict, all the deputies ran to Mr. de Ruvigni, 
the deputy general, to speak with him about so important 
an affair, in hopes of procuring leave to throw themselves 
at his majesty’s feet; but Mr. du Bose only was admitted 
to the audience. He harangued the king, who was alone 
in his closet, November 27, 1668 ; and after having ended 
his discourse, he had the courage to represent several 
things, and succeeded so well as to make all the court 
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speak of his eloquence and prudence. After several con¬ 
ferences with Mr. le TeJlier, and many evasions and delays , 
in April 1669, he obtained some relaxation of the declara¬ 
tion of 1666. After that time Mr. du Bose v ent several 
journies about the churches’ affairs, and supported them 
before the ministers of state and the intendants, with 
great force and ability, until he was commanded himself, 
by an act of the parliament of Normandy June 6, 16S5, 
not to exercise his ministry any more in the kingdom. It 
was, however, universally acknowledged, that if it had 
been possible to preserve the reformed church of France 
by the means of negotiation, he was more likely to suc¬ 
ceed than any one that could be employed. He retired 
into Holland after his interdiction, and was minister of 
the church of Rotterdam, until his death, which happened 
January 2, 1692. He published some volumes of ser¬ 
mons ; and after his death, P. Le Gendre, his son-in-law, 
published his “ Life, Letters, Poems, Orations, Disser¬ 
tations,” and other curious documeuts respecting the his¬ 
tory of the reformed churches in his time, Rotterdam, 
1694, 8vo, dedicated to lord viscount Galloway. 1 

BOSCAN (John Almouaver), a Spanish poet, of a 
noble family, was born at Barcelona, about the end of the 
fifteenth century, and is supposed to have died about 1543. 
He was bred to arms, and, having served with distinction, 
was afterwards a great traveller. From the few accounts 
we have of him, as well as from what appears in his works, 
be seems to have been a very good classical scholar; and 
he is said to have been highly successful in the education 
of Ferdinand, the great duke of Alba, whose singular qua¬ 
lities were probably the fruit of our poet’s attention to him. 
He married Donna Anna Giron di Rebolledo, an amiably 
woman, of a noble family, by whom he had a very nume¬ 
rous offspring. Garcilaso was his coadjutor in his poetical 
labours, and their works were published together, under 
the title “ Obras de Boscan y Garcilaso,” Medina, 1544, 
4to, and at Venice, 1553, 12mo. The principal debt 
which Spanish poetry owes to Boscan, is the introduction 
of the hendeepsy liable verse, to which it owes its true 
grace and elevation. His works are divided into three 
books, the first of which contains his poetry in the redon- 
diglia metre, and the other two his hendecasyilables. Ip 


1 Gen. Diet.—Le Gendre’s Life, ut supra. 
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these he seems to have made the Italian poets his models* 
imitating Petrarch in bis sonnets and canzoni ; Dante and 
Petrarch in his terzine; Politian, Ariosto, and Bembo, in 
his - ottave rime ; and Bernardo Tasso, the father of Tor¬ 
quato, in his versi sciolti. It is said lie also translated a 
play of Euripides, which is lost; but he has left us a prose 
translation, no less admirable than liis poetry, of the fa¬ 
mous II Cortegiano, or the Courtier of Castigiione. M. 
Conti, in his “ Collecion de Poesias, &e.” or collection of 
Spanish poems translated into Italian verse, has given as 
specimens of Boscan, two canzoni, six sonnets, and a 
familiar epistle to Don Hurtado de Mendoza. 1 

BOSCAWEN (Right Hon. Edward), a brave English 
admiral, the second son of Hugh, lord viscount Falmouth, 
was born in 1711, and having early embraced the naval 
service, arose, through the usual gradations, to be captain 
of the Shoreham of 20 guns, in 1740, and distinguished 
himself as a volunteer under admiral Vernon* in Novem¬ 
ber, at the taking and destroying the fortifications of Porto 
Bello. At the siege of Carthagena in March 1741, he 
had the command of a party of seamen, who resolutely 
attacked and took a fascine battery of fifteen twenty-four 
pounders, though exposed to the fire of another fort of 
five guns, which they knew nothing of. Lord Aubrey 
Beaucierk being killc i March 24, at the attack of Boca- 
chica, capt. Boscawen succeeded him in the command of 
the Prince Frederic of 70 guns ; and on the surrender of 
that castle, was entrusted with the care of its demolition. 

In December following, after his return home, he mar¬ 
ried Frances, daughter of William Glanville, esq. of St. 
Clere in Kent; and the same year was elected member of 
parliament for Truro in Cornwall. In 1744, he was made 
captain of the Dreadnought of sixty guns, and on the 29th 
of April, soon after war had been declared against France, 
he took the Medea, a French man of war of 26 guns and 
240 men, commanded by M. Hoquart, being the first 
king’s ship taken that war. In January 1745, he yras one 
of the court-martial appointed to inquire into the conduct 
of capt. Mostyn : and, during the rebelljpn, an invasion 
being apprehended, he commanded as commodore on 
board the Royal Sovereign at the Nore, whence he sent 

> Antonio Bibl. tfisp,—Baillct Jugemens des Savans,—Maty’s Review, vol. 
V. p. 1. 
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away several of the new-pressed men that were brought to 
him, in company with some experienced seamen, in fri¬ 
gates and small vessels, to the mouths of many of the 
creeks and rivers on the coasts of Kent and Sussex, to 1 
guard in those parts. 

In November 1746, being then captain of the Namur, 
of seventy-four guns, he chased into admiral Anson’s fleet 
the Mercury, formerly a French ship of war, of fifty-eight 
guns, but then serving as an hospital ship to M. d’Auville’s 
squadron. On May 3, 1747, he signalized himself under 
the admirals Anson and Warren, in an engagement with * 
French fleet off Cape Finisterre, and was wounded in the 
shoulder by a musquet-ball. Here M. Hoquart, then com¬ 
manding the Diamant of fifty-six guns, again became his 
prisoner, and all the French ships of war, ten in number, 
were taken. In July of the same year, he was appointed 
rear-admiral of the blue, and commander in chief of the 
land and sea-forces employed on an expedition to the 
East Indies. Nov. 4, he sailed from St. Helen’s, with six 
ships of the line, live frigates, and two thousand soldiers : 
and though the wind soon proved contrary, the admiral 
was so anxious of clearing the channel, that he rather 
chose to turn to the windward than put back. After re¬ 
freshing his men some weeks at the Cape of Good 
Hope, where he arrived March 29, 1748, he made th« 
island of Mauritius, belonging to the French, on June 23. 
But on reconnoitering the landing place, and finding it 
impracticable, without great loss, it was determined by a 
council of war, to proceed on the voyage, that not being 
the principal design of the expedition. July 29, he ar¬ 
rived at Fort St. David’s, where the siege of Pondicherry 
being immediately resolved on, the admiral took the com¬ 
mand of the army, and marched with them, August 8th, 
and on the 27tli opened trenches before the town : but the 
men growing sickly, the monsoons being expected, the 
chief engineer killed, and the enemy being stronger in 
garrison than the besiegers, the siege was raised Oct. 6th, 
and in two days the army reached for St. David’s, Mr. 
Boscawen shewi^k himself in the retreat as much the ge¬ 
neral as the adimrai. Soon after the peace was concluded, 
and Madras delivered up to him by the French. 

In April 1749, he lost in a violent storm his own ship 
the Namur, and two more, but was himself providentially 
•n shore. In April 1750 he arrived at St. Helen’s, in the 
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Exeter, having, in his absence, been appointed rear-ad¬ 
miral of the white. In June 1751, he was appointed one 
of the lords commissioners of the admiralty, and in July 
was chosen an elder brother of the Trinity-house. In May 
1754, he was re-elected for the borough of Truro. 

In February 1755 he was appointed vice-admiral of the 
blue, and on April 19, he sailed from Spithead with a 
strong fleet, in order to intercept the French squadron 
bound to North America. June 10th, he fell in, off New¬ 
foundland, with the Alcide and Lys, of sixty-four guns 
each, which were both taken by the Dunkirk and Defiance, 
being the first action of that war. On this occasion, it was 
very extraordinary, that M. Hoquart became a third time 
his prisoner. In November, the admiral arrived at Spit- 
head with his prizes, and fifteen hundred prisoners. In 

1756 he commanded the squadron in the Bay; and in 
December was appointed vice-admiral of the white. In 

1757 he again commanded in the Bay; and in 1758 was 
appointed admiral of the blue, and commander in chief of 
the expedition to Cape Breton. Feb. 15, he sailed from 
St. Helen’s, and in conjunction with general (afterwards 
lord) Amherst, took the important fortress of Louisburgh, 
July 27tb, with the islands of Cape Breton and St. John. 
On Nov. 1st. the admiral arrived at St. Helen’s with four 
ships, having fallen in, off Scilly, with six French ships 
from Quebec, which escaped him in the night; but in 
chacing one of them, the Belliqueux of sixty-four guns, 
having carried away her fore top-mast, was forced up 
Bristol Channel, where she was taken by the Antelope. 
December 12th, on his coming to the house of commons, 
the thanks of that august assembly, the greatest honour 
that can be conferred on any subject, were given him by 
the speaker. 

In some French memoirs, admiral Boscawen is repre¬ 
sented as having, at the siege of Louisburgh, wholly given 
.himself up to the direction of a particular captain in that 
arduous and enterprising business. This, however, was 
not the case. Whoever knew Mr. Boscawen’s knowledge 
in bis profession, with his powers of r^Hrce upon every 
occasion, his intrepidity of mind, his Mmliness and inde¬ 
pendence of conduct and of character, can never give the 
least degree of credit to such an assertion. The admiral, 
however, upon other occasions, and in other circumstances, 
deferred to the opinions of those with whom he was pro- 
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fessionally connected. When once sent to intercept a 
St. Domingo fleet of merchantmen, and while waiting near 
the track which - it was supposed they would take, one of 
his seamen came to tell him that the fleet was nowin sight. 
The admiral took his glass, and from his superior power of 
eye, or perhaps from previous information, said, that the 
sailor was mistaken, and that what he saw was the grand 
French fleet. The seaman, however, persisted. The ad¬ 
miral desired some others of his crew to look through the 
glass ; who all, with their brains heated with the prospect 
of a prize, declared, that what they saw was the St. Do¬ 
mingo fleet. He nobly replied, “ Gentlemen, you shall 
never say that I have stood in the way of your enriching 
yourselves : I submit to you ; but, remembeiy when you 
find your mistake, you must stand by me.” The mistake 
was soon discovered ; and the admiral, by such an exertion 
of manoeuvres as the service has not often seen, saved liis 
ship. 

In 17 59, being appointed to command in the Mediter¬ 
ranean, he sailed from St. Helen’s April 14th. The Tou¬ 
lon fleet, under M. de la Clue, having passed the Streights, 
with an intent to join that at Brest, the admiral, then at 
Gibraltar, being informed of it by his frigates, immediately 
got under sail, and on Aug. 1 Sth, discovered, pursued, 
and engage d the enemy. Ilis ship, the Namur, of ninety 
guns, having lost her mainmast, he instantly shifted his 
flag to the Newark, and, after a sharp engagement, took 
three large ships, and burnt two, in Lagos-bay. On Sept. 
15th he arrived at Spithead with his prizes, and two thou¬ 
sand prisoners. In December of the following year, he was 
appointed general of the marines, with a salary of 3000 1. 
per annum, and was also sworn of his majesty’s most ho¬ 
nourable privy-council. In the same year lie commanded 
in the Bay, till relieved by admiral Hawke : and, returning 
home, died at bis seat at Hatchland park, near Guildford, 
of a bilious fever, Jan. 10, 1761. A monument was after¬ 
wards erected to him in the church of St. Michael Peu- 
kevel in Cornwall, where he was buried, with an elegant 
inscription said ^phave been written by his widow. 

This excellent officer was so anxious for the honour of 
the sea-service, and his own, that when lord Anson, then 
first lord of the admiralty, refused to confirm his promo¬ 
tion of two naval officers to the rank of post-captains, in 
consequence of their having distinguished themselves at 
Vol. VI. L 
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the siege of Louisburgh (Laforey and Balfour, if we mis¬ 
take not), he threatened to give up his seat at the hoard of 
admiralty, and lord Anson, rather than lose the advice 
and experience of this great seaman, thought fit to retract 
his opposition. Admiral Boscawen was so little infected 
with the spirit of party, that v.hen, on his return from one 
of his expeditions, he found his friends out of place, and 
another administration appointed, and was asked whether 
he would continue as a lord of the admiralty with them, 
he replied, “ the country has a right to the services of its 
professional men : should 1 be sent again upon any expe¬ 
dition, my situation at the admiralty will facilitate the 
equipment of the licet I am to command.” lie probably 
thought, vwith his great predecessor, Blake, “ It is not for 
us to mind state affairs, but to prevent foreigners from 
fooling us.” No stronger testimony of the merit of ad- 
jniral Boscawen can be given, than that afforded by the late 
lord Chatham, when prime minister: “ When I apply,” 
said he, “ to other officers respecting any expedition I 
may chance to project, they always raise difficulties ; you 
always find expedients.” 1 

BOSCAWEN (William), an English miscellaneous 
writer, and poet of considerable merit, was nephew to the 
preceding, being the younger son of general George Bos- 
cawon, third son of lord Falmouth. He was born August 
28, 1752, and was sent to Eton school before he was seven 
years oh!, where he obtained the particular notice and 
favour of the celebrated Dr. Barnard. From school he was 
removed to Oxford, where he became a gentleman com¬ 
moner of Exeter college, but left it, as is not unusual with 
gentlemen intended for the law, without taking a degree. 
He then studied the law, as a member of the Middie Tem¬ 
ple, and the practice of special pleading under Mr. (after¬ 
wards judge) Buller : was called to the bar, and for a time 
went the Western circuit. Nor were bis legal studies un¬ 
fruitful, as lie published an excellent, work under the title 
of “ A Treatise of Convictions on Penal Statutes; with 
approved precedents of convictions before justices of the 
peace, in a variety of cases ; particularly under the Game 
Laws, the Revenue Laws, and the Statutes respecting Ma¬ 
nufactures, &c.” 1792, 8vo. He was also appointed one 

1 Oent. Mng. vol. XXXI.—Seward’s Anecdotes, vul. II.—Smollett’s Il.itury 
—.Annual Register, vol. i. II. III. IV'. 
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of the commissioners of bankrupts, which situation he held 
till his death. On Dec. 1!*, 17S.S, he was appointed by 
patent to the situation of a commissioner of the victualling 
office, in consequence of which, and of his marriage in 
April 1786, he soon after quitted the bar. lie married 
Charlotte, second daughter of James Ibbetson, D. If. arch¬ 
deacon of St. Alban’s, and rector of Bus hey. By Mrs. 
Boscawen, who died about seven years before him, he had 
a numerous family, live of whom, daughters, survived both 
parents. 

Being an excellent classical scholar, anil warmly at¬ 
tached to literary pursuits, he published, in 1793, the 
first volume of a new translation of Horace, containing the 
“Odes, Kpodes, and Carmen Seculare.” This being much 
approved, was followed, in 1798, by his translation of the 
“ Satires, Kpisth s, and Art of Poetry,” thus completing 
a work, which, though Francis’s translation still holds its 
popularity, is, in the judgment of ail classical men, very 
greatly superior to it, in many essential points of merit. 
In 1801 he published a small volume of original poems, 
in which, if he does not take a lead among his contem¬ 
poraries, he at least discovers an elegant taste, a poetical 
mind, and a correct versification. He was for several years 
before his death a constant and able assistant in the “ British 
Critic.” lie is also the supposed writer of “ The Progress 
of Satire, an essay, in verse, with notes, containing re¬ 
marks on ‘ The Pursuits of Literature’,” 1798, and “A. 
Supplement to the same,” 1799, two pamphlets occa¬ 
sioned by some freedoms taken with eminent characters in. 
the “ Pursuits.” 

Mr. Boseawen’s constitution was delicate, and probably 
not improved by close confinement to the duties ol his 
commissionership. He had, consequently, lor several years 
suffered much by asthmatic affections of the lungs, which 
gradual^* exhausted the powers of life, and in tlie begin¬ 
ning of May, 1811, from an accidental accession of cold, 
proved fatal on the sixth of that month. The character of 
Mr. Boscawen, says a writer, whom we know to have 
been one of his intimate friends, could it be truly drawn, 
would exhibit a consummate picture of every thing that is 
amiable and estimable in human nature, improved by 
knowledge and exalted by religion. In every possible re¬ 
lation of life, whatever was kind, whatever was affectionate, 
whatever was benevolent, might with certainty be expected 

l 2 
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from him. That excellent institution, the Literary Fund, 
he considered almost as his child ; and his affection to it 
was testified, not only by contributions, but by annual 
verses in its praise, and assiduous attendance on its meet¬ 
ings. Within five days of his death he wrote a copy of 
verses for its anniversary, and even contemplated the de¬ 
sign of attending it. A new edition of his Horace, much 
improved by his long continued attention, is intended to 
be brought forward, accompanied by the original, and by 
many additional notes. 1 

BOSCH ( ljAt.THA.SAft Vandf.n), an artist, was born at 
Antwerp, in and was placed under the care of one 

Thomas, whose* subjects were apartments with figures, in 
the manner of Teniers; and he decorated the insides of 
those apartments with busies, \ases, pictures, and other 
curiosities, which sort of subjects were at that time in great 
request. Bosch studied the same manner of painting, and 
with great success ; but the connoisseurs and bis friends 
advised him to employ his pencil on subjects of a more 
elegant and elevated kind ; because it seemed a little ab¬ 
surd, to sec apartments designed with so much magni¬ 
ficence, and so richly ornamented, occupied by persons so 
moan and vulgar in their appearance as the figures gene¬ 
rally represented. Bosch profited by the advice, and soon 
acquired a different style of design and elegance in his 
composition, which a-forded more pleasure to the eye, 
and more value to his productions. He also painted por¬ 
traits with a great deai of reputation, particularly a portrait 
of the duke of Marlborough on horseback, which gained 
him all the applause that he could possibly desire. The 
horse was painted by Van Biucnicn. His paintings rose to 
a most extravagant price, and were at that time more dear 
than those of Teniers or Ostade. Some of his works have 
true merit, being very good in the composition and design, 
and also in respect of the colouring; and the forms of his 
figures were more elegant than most of his contemporaries. 
His subjects were judiciously chosen, and for the most 
part they were sculptors or painters, surrourtded with pic¬ 
tures or bustos of marble, brass, or plaster, to which h i 
gave abundance of variety, and a great degree of truth. 
His pencil is light, his touch spirited, and his figures art# 


1 Gent. Mag- 1811.—New Cat. of Living Authors, vol. 1. 11911.—Brit. C'rit, 
Tol. XXXV11. p. 4US. 
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stressed in the mode of ihe time. However, notwithstand¬ 
ing he possessed so much merit, as is generally and justly 
ascribed to him, his works cannot enter into competition 
with those of Ostade or Tcnitrs ; nor is he now esteemed 
as he formerly had heen, even by his own countrymen. 
He died of excess, in 171.5. 1 

BOSCOLI (AnDi.fa), an historical painter, was born at 
Florence, in 1553, and educated under Santi di Titi. He 
was the first person who hail a just notion of the chiaro 
sc tiro, and used it successfully in the Florentine school; 
where, though it had been happily practised by G.orgione, 
at Venice, and also by Titian, it was not well understood 
before his time. He possessed great freedom of hand, and 
gave a surprising force of colour: and both in design and 
composition the grandeur of lrs s.y'c resembled Unit of his 
master. He studied alter nature ; and in ins travels he 
drew sketches of any particular objects that struck him ; 
but pursuing this practice at Lore‘do, with regard to the 
fortifications of the city, he was seized by the oflicers of 
justice, and condemned to be hanged; but he happily es¬ 
caped, within a few hours of execution, by the interposition 
of signlor Banditti, who explained to the chief magistrate 
his innocent intention. He was also an engraver; but the 
subjects of his plates are not speciiied either by Marolles or 
Florent le Comte, lie died in InOn . 2 

BOSCOVICU (Root-it Joskpii), one of the most emi¬ 
nent mathematicians and philosophers of the last century, 
was horn May 11, 17 11, in the fity of Ragusa, and studied 
Latin grammar in the schools of the Jesuits in his native 
city, where it soon appeared that he was endued with su¬ 
perior talents for the acquisition of learning. In the begin¬ 
ning of his fifteenth year, he had already gone through the 
grammar classes with applause, and had studied rhetoric 
for some months, and as it now became necessary to deter¬ 
mine on his course of life, having an ardent desire for learn¬ 
ing, he thought he could not have a better opportunity of 
gratifying it, than by entering the society of the Jesuits ; 
and, with the consent of his parents, he petitioned to he 
received among them. Jt was a maxim with the Jesuits 
to place their most eminent subjects at Rome, as it was of 
importance for them to make a good figure on that theatre; 
and as they had formed great expectations from their now 
pupil, they procured his being called to that city in 1725, 

1 v..L IV. 2 Pilkingteu and Strutt. 
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where he entered his noviciate with great alacrity. After 
this noviciate (a space of two years) had passed in the usual 
probationary exercises, he studied in the schools of 'lieto- 
ric, became well acquainted with all the classical authors, 
and cultivated Latin poetry with some taste and zeal. 

Alter this he removed from the noviciate to the Homan 
college, in order to study philosophy, which he did for 
three years, and as geometry ma le part of that, course, by 
soon discovered that his mind was partieularlv turned to 
this science, which he cultivated with such rapid success, as 
to excel all his comiisciples, and had already begun to give 
private lessons in mathematics. According to the ordinary 
course followed by the Jesuits, their young nu n, after stu- 
dying philosophy, were employed in teaching Latin and 
the belles lettres for the space of five years, as a step toe 
the study of theology and the priesthood at a riper age ; 
but as Boscovich had discovered extraordinary talents for 
geometrical studies, Ins superiors dispensed with the teach¬ 
ing ol the schools * , and commanded him to commence 1 the 
study o( divinity, which he did for four years, hut w ithout 
neglecting geometry and physics, and before that space 
was ended, he was appointed professor of mathematics, an 
office to which he brought ardent zeal and fust-rate talents. 
Besides having seen ail the best modern product ions on ma¬ 
thematical subjects, he studied diligently the amicnr geo¬ 
metricians, and fiom them learned that exact method of 
reasoning which is to be observed in all his works. Al¬ 
though lie himself easily perceived the concatenation of ma¬ 
thematical truths, and could follow them into their most ab¬ 
struse recesses, yet he. accommodated himself with a fa¬ 
therly condescension to the weaker capacities of his scho¬ 
lars, and made every demonstration clearly intelligible to 
them. When he perceived that any of his disciples were 
capable of advancing faster than the rest, lie himself would 
propose his giving them private lessons, that so they might 
not lose their time ; or he w ould propose to them proper 
books, with directions how to study by themselves, being 
always ready to solve difficulties that might occur to them. 
He composed also new elements of arithmetic, algebra, 

*Our account of lnisec.vicli >'• taken vicli, writ ten by a dignified cicrsynian 
from various authorities, as will he of flic clsuivh of Itoine for Or. Oleig’s 
spcciticd, hut v.u have. f..,ui<l it “'One- Supplement ; lint every other account 
“hat ihiiionit. hi leeoneilc their >i:tfeV we have :a ''ii, jiartienl.irly that !>y Pk- 
reneos. The above fact, with lespeel b.oni, esprtssly asuts that lie did 
to the (lispi ti-iiiien fr.io: <: aehin? U:e teach thc.it' tellOOis, at icaat three 
schools, is taken fioai a life of liosco- years. 
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plain and solid geometry, &c. and although these subjects 
had been well treated by a great many authors, yet Bosco- 
vich’s work will always be esteemed by good judges as-a 
masterly performance, well adapted to the purpose for which 
it was intended. To this he afterwards added a new expo¬ 
sition of Conic Sections, the only part of his works which 
lias appeared in English. Jt was within these few years 
translated, abridged, and somewhat altered, by the rev. Mr. 
Newton of Cambridge. 

According to the custom of the schools, every class in 
the Honvui college, towards the end of the scholastic year, 
gave public specimens of their proficiency. With this view 
Boscovich published yearly a dissertation on some interest¬ 
ing phvsico-mathematical subject, the doctrine of which 
was publicly defended by some of his scholars, assisted by 
their roaster, and in the presence of a concourse of the 
most learned men of Rome, llis new opinions in philosophy 
were here rigorously examined and warmly controverted by 
persons well \ersed in physical studies: but he proposed 
nothing without solid grounds : he had foreseen ail their 
objections, answered them victoriously, and always came 
oil' with great applause and increase of reputation. lie 
published likewise dissertations on other occasions: and 
these works, though small in size, are very valuable both 
for matter and manner. It was in some of them that he first 
divulged his sentiments concerning the nature of body, 
which he afterwards digested into a regular theory, ahd 
which is justly become so famous among the learned. 

Father Noceii, another Jesuit, and one of his early pre¬ 
ceptors, had composed two excellent poems on the rainbow 
and the aurora borealis, which wore published in 1747, 
with learned annotations by Boscovich. His countryman, 
Benedict Stay, after having published the philosophy of 
Descartes in Latin \er.se, attempted the same with regard 
to the more modern a id more true philosophy, and has ex¬ 
ecuted it with wonderful success. The first two volumes of 
this elegant and accurate work were published in 1755, and 
1760, with annotations and supplements by Boscovich. 
These supplements are short dissertations on the most im¬ 
portant parts of pnystes and mathematics. In these he af¬ 
fords a solution of rlie problem of the centre of oscillation, 
to which Huygens had come by a wrong method ; confutes 
Euler, who bad imagined that the vis inertia was necessary 
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in matter; and refutes the ingenious efforts of Riccati oil 
the Leibnitzian opinion of the forces called living. 

Benedict XIV. who was a great eneourager of learning, 
and a beneficent patron of learned men, gave Boscovich 
many proofs of the esteem he had for him ; and both lie 
and liis enlightened minister, cardinal Valenti, consulted 
Boscovich on various important objects of public economy, 
the clearing of harbours, and the constructing of roads and 
canals. On one occasion, he was joined in a commission 
with other mathematicians and architects, invited from dif¬ 
ferent parts of Italy, to inspect the cupola of St. Peter’s, 
in which a crack had been discovered. They were divided 
in opinion; but the sentiments of Boscovich, and of the 
marquis Poleni, prevailed. In stating, however, the re¬ 
sult of the consultation, which was to apply a circle of 
iron round the building, Poleni forgot to refer the idea to 
its real author, and this omission grievously o tie tided Bos¬ 
covich, who was tenacious of fame, and somewhat irritable 
in temper. About the same time other incidents had con¬ 
curred to mortify his pride ; and he became at iast dis¬ 
gusted with his situation, and only looked for a convenient 
opportunity of quitting Home. While in this temper of 
mind, an application was made by the court of Portugal to 
the general of the Jesuits, for ten mathematicians of the 
society to go out to Brazil, for the purpose of surveying 
that settlement, and ascertaining tjfie boundaries which di¬ 
vide it from the Spanish dominions in America. Wishing 
to combine with that object the mensuration of a degree of 
latitude, Boscovich offered to embark in the expedition, 
and his proposition was readily accepted. But cardinal 
Valenti, unwilling to lose his services, commanded him, 
in the name of the pope, to dismiss the project, and per¬ 
suaded him to undertake the same service at home in the 
Papal territory. In this fatiguing, and often perilous ope¬ 
ration, he was assisted by the English Jesuit, Mayer, an 
excellent mathematician, and was amply provided with the 
requisite instruments and attendants. They began, the 
work about the close of the year 1750, in the neighbour¬ 
hood of Rome, and extended the meridian line northwards, 
across the chain of the Appennines as far as Rimini. Two 
whole years were spent in completing the various measure¬ 
ments, which were performed with the most scrupidous 
accuracy. The whole is elaborately described by Bosco¬ 
vich in a quarto volume, full of illustration and minute 
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details, and with several opuscules, or detached essays, 
which display great ingenuity, conjoined with the finest 
geometric taste. We may in. i.oice, in particular, the dis¬ 
course on the rectification of instruments, the elegant syn¬ 
thetical investigation of the figure of the earth, deduced 
both from toe law of aitraruon, and from the actual mea¬ 
surement of degrees, and the nice remarks concerning the 
curve and the conditions of permanent stability. This last 
tract gave occasion, however, to sonic strictures from 
D’Alembert, to winch Boscovieh replied, in a note an¬ 
nexed to the French edition of his works. The arduous 
service which Boscovieh had now performed was but poorly 
rewarded. From the pope he received only a hundred se¬ 
quins, or about forty-five pounds sterling, a gold box, and 
11 abundance of praise.” Ho now resumed the charge of 
the mathematical school, and besides discharged faithfully 
the public duties of religion, which are enjoined by his order. 
A trilling circumstance will mark the warmth of his tem¬ 
per, and his love of precedence. He had recourse to the 
authority of cardinal Valenti, to obtain admission into the 
oratory of Caravita, from which his absence excluded him, 
and which yet afforded only the benefit of a free, but fru¬ 
gal supper. In presiding at that social repast, the philo¬ 
sopher relaxed from the severity of his studies, and shone 
by his varied, his lively, and fluent conversation. 

At this time a dispute arose between the little republic 
of Lucca, and the government of Tuscany, on the subject 
of draining a Jake. A congress of mathematicians was 
called, and Boscovieh repaired to the scene of contention, 
in order to defend the rights of the petty state. Having 
waited three months in vain, expecting the commissioners, 
and amused with repeated hollow promises, he thought it 
better for the interest of his constituents, to proceed at 
once to the court of Vienna, which then directed the affairs 
of Italy. The (lames of war had been recently kindled on 
the continent of Europe, and Boscovieh took occasion to 
celebrate the first successes of the Austrian anus, in a 
poem, of which the first book was presented to the em¬ 
press Theresa ; but the military genius of Frederic the 
Great of Prussia soon turned the scale of fortune, and our 
poet was reduced to silence. More honourably did he 
employ some leisure in the composition of his immortal 
work, “ Theoria philosophise naturahs reducta ad unicam 
legem virium it) natura existentium,” printed at Vienna in 
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1758. This he drew up, it is alledged, in the very short 
space of thirty days, having collected the materials a con¬ 
siderable time before ; yet we must regret the appearance 
of haste and disorder, which deforms a production of such 
rare and intrinsic excellence. 

Alter a successful suit of eleven months at Vienna, Bos- 
covich returned to Rome, and received from the senate of 
Lucca, for his zealous services, the handsome present of 
a thousand sequins, or about 450/. Thus provided with 
the means of gratifying his curiosity, he desired and ob¬ 
tained leave to travel. At Paris he spent six months, in 
the society of the eminent men who then adorned the 
French capital ; and, during his stay in London, he was 
elected, in 1700, a fellow of the Royal Society, and he 
dedicated to that learned body his poem on eclipses, which 
contains a neat compendium of astronomy *, and was pub¬ 
lished at London the same year. The expectation of the 
scientific world was then turned to the transit of Venus, 
calculated to happen in the following year. Boscovich, 
eager to observe it, returned through Holland and Flan¬ 
ders to Italy, and joined his illustrious friend, Correr, at 
Venice, from whence they sailed to Constantinople, hav¬ 
ing on their wav, visited the famous plain of Troy. Ju 
Turkey, he scarcely enjoyed one day of good health, and 
his life was repeatedly despaired of by the physicians. 
After spending half a year in thi#miserable state, he re¬ 
turned in the train of sir .lames Porter, our ambassador at 
the Porte; and having traversed Bulgaria, Moldavia, and 
part of Poland, his intention was to penetrate into Russia, 
if the agitation which there prevailed, on the death ol the 
emperor Peter, had not deterred him from executing the 
project. The diary of his journey, which he published in 
Italian and French, is inferior to any of his works, and 
contains many trifling and insipid remarks. The truth was. 


* The occasion of lits coming to 
London is thus related in Ins life in Dr. 
Gleig’s Supplement: The British minis¬ 
try had been informed, that ships of 
war, for the French, had In eu built 
and lined out in the sea-ports of Ra- 
gusa, and had signified their displea¬ 
sure on that account. This occasioned 
uneasiness to the senate of Kagusa, as 
their subjects are very sea-faring, and 
much employed in the carrying trade ; 
and therefore it would have been in- 
cuuvenitmi for them to have caused 


any disgust against them in the prin¬ 
cipal maiiturie power. Their country¬ 
man 1’oscovich was desired to go to 
London, ill order to satisfy that court 
on the above-mentioned head; and 
with this desire he complied cheerfully 
on many accounts. His success at 
London was equal to that at Vienna. 
Ho pleaded the cause of his country¬ 
men effectually there, and that without 
giving- offence to the French, with 
whom Kagusa soon after entered kite 
a treaty ol' commerce. 
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Boscovich began his travels at too late a period of life to 
profit much by them. 

.At Rome his arrival was welcomed, and he was again 
consulted on various plans of public improvement. But in 
the spring of 17<M, he was called by tin* Austrian gover¬ 
nor of Milan, to fill the mathematical chair in the univer¬ 
sity of Pavia. The honours which he received provoked 
the jealousy of the other professors, who intrigued to uu- 
dermiue his lame. lie took tiic most effectual mode, how¬ 
ever, to silence them, bv publishing his dissertations on 
optics, which exhibit an elegant synthesis and well-devised 
set of experiments. These essays excited the more atten¬ 
tion, as, at this time, the ingenuity of men of science was 
particularly attracted to the subject, by Doilond’s valuable 
discovery of achromatic glasses. 

The expulsion of the Jesuits from the dominions of 
Spain prevented Boscovich from going to California, to 
observe the second transit of Venus, iti and which 

expedition the royal society of London had strongly so¬ 
licited him to undertake. And as his rivals began now to 
stir themselves again, be sought to dispel the chagrin, by 
a second "pmrnev into France and the Netherlands. At 
Brussels he met with a peasant, famous for curing the 
gout, and from whose singular si.ill lie received most es¬ 
sential benefit. On his return to Italy in 1770, he was 
transferred from the university of Pavia to the. Palatine 
schools at Milan, and resided with those of his order, at 
the college of Brera, where he furnished, mostly at his 
own expence, an observatory, of which he got the direc¬ 
tion. But he was still doomed to experience mortification. 
Some voting Jesuits, who at ted as Isis assistants, binned a 
conspiracy, and, by their artful representations, prevailed 
with the government to exclude his favourite pupil and 
Iricnd from holding a charge of trust. This intelligence 
was communicated to him at the baths of Albuno, and filled 
him with grief and indignation. lie complained to prince 
Kaunitz, but implored bis protection in vain. To the go¬ 
vernor of Milan lie wrote, that lie would not return, un¬ 
less things were restored to their former fooling. He re¬ 
tired to Venice, where, having staid ten months in fr.uk •ss 
expectation of obtaining redress, he meditated spending 
the remainder of liis days in honourable retirement at his 
native city of Ragusa. But while he waited for the oppor¬ 
tunity of a vessel to convey him thither, he received the 
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•affikting news of the suppression of his order in Italy. lie 
now renounced his scheme, and seemed quite uncertain 
what step lie should take. Having come into the Tuscan 
territory, he listened to the counsels and solicitation of 
Fabroni, who held forth the prospect of a handsome ap¬ 
pointment in the Lyceum of Pisa. In the mean time he 
accepted the invitation of La Bord, chamberlain to Louis 
XV. accompanied him to Paris in 1773, and through his 
influence obtained the most liberal patronage from the 
French monarch ; he was naturalized, received two pen¬ 
sions, amounting to 8000 livres, or 333/. and had an oftice 
expressly created for him, with the title of “ Director of 
optics for the marine.” Boscovich might now appear to 
have attained the pinnacle of fortune and glory; but Paris 
was no longer for him the theatre of applause, and his ar¬ 
dent temper became soured by the malign breath of jea¬ 
lousy and neglect. Such extraordinary favour bestowed 
on a foreigner could not fail to excite the envy of the 
sgavans, who considered hint as rewarded greatly beyond 
his true merit. The freedom of his language gave offence, 
his perpetual egotism became disgusting, and iiis repetition 
of barbarous Latin epigrams was most grating to Parisian 
ears. Besides, the name of a priest and a jcsuit did not 
now command respect; and the sentiments of austere de¬ 
votion, which lie publicly professed, had grown unfashion¬ 
able, and were regarded as scarcely befitting the character 
of a philosopher. 

But, notwithstanding these discouragements, Boscovich 
applied assiduously to the improvement of astronomy and 
optics; revised and extended his former ideas, and struck 
out new paths of discovery. Iiis solution of the problem 
to determine the orbit of a comet from three observations, 
is remarkable for its elegant simplicity; being derived 
front the mere elementary principles of trigonometry. 
Not less beautiful are bis memoirs on the micrometer, and 
on achromatic telescopes. But Ids situation becoming 
more irksome, in 1783, he desired and obtained leave of 
absence. Two years lie spent at Bassauo, in the Venetian 
state, where he published his opuscules, in live volumes, 

4to, composed in Latin, Italian, ami French, and contain¬ 
ing a variety of elegant and ingenious disquisitions con¬ 
nected with astronomical and optical science. During that 
time lie lived with Ids editor llemoudini, and occupied 
himself in superintending the press. Alter finishing Lis 
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task, he came to Tuscany, and passed some months at the 
convent of Valombrosa. Thence he went to Milan, and 
issued a I .atin prospectus, in which he proposed to reprint 
the remaining two volumes of the philosophical poem of 
Stay, enriched with his annotations, and extended to ten 
books. But very few subscribers appeared ; his opuscules 
experienced a slow sale; and the Imperial minister neither 
consulted nor employed him in some mathematical opera¬ 
tions which were carrying on ; all symptoms that he was no 
more a favourite of the Italian public. These mortifica¬ 
tions preyed upon his spirits, and made the deeper im¬ 
pression, as his health was much disordered by an inflam¬ 
mation of the lungs. lie sunk into a stupid, listhf^ss me¬ 
lancholy, and after brooding many days, he emerged into 
insanity, but not without Jucid intervals, during which re¬ 
ligion suggested topics of consolation, and he regretted 
having spent his time in curious speculation, and con¬ 
sidered the calamity with which be was visited as a kind of 
chastisement of heaven for neglecting the spiritual duties 
of bis profession. In this temper of resignation, lie ex¬ 
pired on the I3th of February, 17 S 7. He was interred 
doceiuty, but without p eep, hi the parochial church of 
S. Maria Pedwiie. e: Fnch wa- the exit,” says Fabroni, 
“ of this subiime genius, whom Borne honoured as her 
master, whom ah Icdy n garbed a> her ornament, and to 
whom Greece would have erected a statue, had she for 
want of spare her u obliged even to throw down some of 
her heroes.” 

Bo.'-eo’ich vra« t.!! in stature, of a robust constitution, 
but pale complexion. f£i« emmut once, which was rather 
long, was expivssho. of i hecibuine.-s and good humour. 
He was open, sincere, coininiebculivc, ami benevolent. 
We have already no'ired that with all these (puddles, he 
was too irritable, and ten sensible of what he thought a 
neglect, which gave him unnecessary uneasiness. He was 
a man of strict pietv, according to his viev.s of religion. 
His great knowledge of the works of nature made him en¬ 
tertain the highest admiration of the power and wisdom of 
the Creator. lie saw the necessity and advantages of a 
divine revelation, and was sincerely attached to the t’ieis- 
tian religion, inning a sovereign contempt for the pre¬ 
sumption and foolish pride ef infidels. 

Zamagna, his countryman, and also a Jesuit, published 
a pan eg} ric on him in elegant Latin, and u short encomium 
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of him is to be found in the “ Estratto della Litteratum 
Europa;” and another, in the form of a letter, was di¬ 
rected by Lalande to the Parisian journalists. A more full 
life and eulogium is in Fabroni’s collection ; another is in 
the Journal of Modena; a third was published at Milan by 
the abbate llicea; and a fourth at Naples by Dr. Julius 
Bajarnonte. Fabroni has given the most complete cata¬ 
logue of his works . 1 

BOSIUS (Ja.aii’.s), a native of Milan, and servitor of the 
order of Malta, lived about the end of the sixteenth cen¬ 
tury, when he was appointed agent lor the religion of 
Malta at Rome, and discharged the duties of this office 
with fidelity. The knowledge he fount! it necessary to ac¬ 
quire, appears to have suggested the design of writing a 
history of that celebrated order, which was published under 
the title “ Historia dell’ orclinc di S. Giovanni Gieroso- 
limitano,” in three' parts or volumes, the fir>t two at 
Home, 15JM-, and the third in 1'502, a work in which he is 
said to have been assisted by two monks, and which con¬ 
tains many curious facts, that have been highly service¬ 
able to the subsequent historians of Malta. It happened 
that Bosius resided with Petrochini at Rome, ami when he 
was made cardinal by Sixtus V. Bosius attached himself 
to him, in hopes of being promoted to the same honour, 
when Petrochini should he pope ; but the latter being 
overlooked at the next election for the papal chair, Bosius 
went home and passed the remainder of his days, how 
many we are not told, in exercises of devotion. He appears 
to have had much of the superstition of his order, and of the 
age in which he lived, as he wrote a history of the sacred 
cross on which our Saviour suffered, from its discovery in 
the reign of Constantine the great; and decorated the 
church of St. Blaise with this choice morsel of authentic 
history. Ilis nephew, 

BOSIUS (Anthony), and the inheritor of his property, 
was educated by him, studied law, and by his uncle’s in¬ 
terest was appointed agent to the order of Malta. He 
was a very little man, of a dark countenance, resembling 
that of his mother, who had been an African slave, whom 
his father married. In his youth he was very wild, but re¬ 
formed, lest his uncle should disinherit him, and addicted 
himself to the study of antiquitios, producing the “ Roma 

1 Fabroni Vitae Italorum, vol. XIV.—Dr. Gleig's Supplement to the Encyclop. 
Biit.—Dr. ilet'b’B Cyclopaedia. 
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Sotteranea,” Rome, 1632, fol. a description of the tombs 
and the epitaphs of the early Christians which are found in 
the catacombs at Rome. For this purpose he investigated 
them with great care, often remaining five or six days 
together under ground, but he did not live to put the fi¬ 
nishing hand to the work, which was published by John 
Severani, a priest of the oratory. Father Aringhi, another 
of the oratory, translated and published it in Latin, 1651, 
2 vols. fol. an edition in more request than the original, and 
more full and correct. 1 

BOiSIUS (John Andrew), an eminent philologer and 
historian, was born at Leipsic, June 17, 1626, and suc¬ 
ceeded so rapidly in his first studies, that he was admitted 
to his bachelor’s degree in the coliege of his native city 
when he hail scarcely attained his fifteenth year; and af¬ 
terwards wrote and defended some theses, as is the custom 
at Leipsic. In 1613 he went to study at Wittomberg, 
lodging first with Balthasar Cellarius, and afterwards with 
J. C. Sold ins, two learned men, by whose assistance he 
was enabled to improve what he heard from the public 
lecturers. In 1646 he returned to Leipsic, and again at¬ 
tended some of tilt* able professors under whom he was 
first educated, particularly Muller and Kivinus; and the 
following year, after a public disputation, in which he ac¬ 
quitted hiimelf with great applause, he was admitted to 
his master’s degree. In 1647 lie went to Strasburgh, ami 
studied divinity and ecclesiastical history, and the modern 
languages, tend itc was recalled to Leipsic, where, alter 
two disputations on the solar spots, he was, in 1655, ad¬ 
mitted assessor of philosophy. The following year he was 
invited to be professor of history at Jena, and acquired 
the greatest reputation as a teacher, while he employed 
his leisure hours in composing his own works, or editing 
some of those of the ancients, making considerable pro¬ 
gress in an edition of Josephus, and some of the Byzantine 
historians. For five years he was dean, and, in 1661, rec¬ 
tor of the college, and in 1672 he founded the society of 
inquirers, “ Societas disquirentium,” at Jena. lie died of 
repeated attacks of the gout, which had undermined his 
constitution, on April 29, 1674. Bosius was the particular 
friend of Heiusius and Growing, both of whom speak highly 
of his talents. Among his works may T be enumerated, 1. 


* Mori*ri.—Erythrxi Pinacptlicca. 
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“ Dissertatio de veterum adoratione,” Leipsic, 1646, 4to, 
2. His edition of “Cornelius Nepos,” 1657, and again at 
Jena, 1675, 8vo, which gave such general satisfaction to 
the learned men of his day, that few subsequent editors 
ventured to depart from his text. 3. “ Dissertatio de Pon- 
tificatu Maximo Impcratorurn praecipue Christianormn,” 
Jena, 1657, 4to, reprinted by Gra’vius in the fifth vol. of 
his Thesaurus. 4. “ l)e ara ignoti Dei ad Act. 17,” Jena, 
1659, 4to. 5. “ Do Tibci'in,” ibid. 1661. 6. “ Kxerci- 

tatio historic.! de Clinicis Ecclesiac veteris,” ibid. 1664, 
4to. 7. An edition of Tacitus, “ De Vita Agricohr, Jena, 
1664, 8vo. 8. “ Schediasina de comparamla notitia Scrip- 
torum Ecclesiasticorum,” ibid, 1673, 4to, reprinted by 
Crenius in his “ 'i'ractatus do eruditione coniparanda,” 
Leyden, 1699, 4to, and by J. G. Walch, Jena, 1723, 8vo. 
After his death were published, 9. “ lutroductio in noti- 
tiam rerum publicarum,” with bis Essay on the state of 
Europe, Jena, 1676, 4to. 10. “ Dissertatio lsagogica.de 
coniparanda prudentia civili, deque scriptoribus et libris 
ad earn rern maxime aptis,” ibid. 1679, 4to, and reprinted 
by Crenius. 11.“ Ejusdem or Keincsii EpistoSie mututc,” 
ibid. 1700, 12mo. 12. “Petronii Satyricon puritate donut uni 
cum fragmento Tragnriensi et Alb;r. Gra’cnc, &c.” ibid. 
1701, 8vo. 13. “ llispanue, Ducatus Mediolanonsis, et 
liegni Neapolitani Notitia,” Helmstadt, 1702, 4to. 1 

BOSQUET (Francis), bishop of Lodeve, and after¬ 
wards of Montpellier, was one of the most learned French 
prelates in the seventeenth century. He was born at Nar- 
bonne. May 28, 1605, and studied at Tlioulouse. He was 
afterwards appointed judge royal of Narbonne, intendaut 
of Guienne and Languedoc, solicitor general to the par¬ 
liament of Norma ndj 7 , and counsellor of state in ordinary. 
For his services in this last office he was promoted to the 
bishopric of Lodeve, Jan. 1650. When the affair of the 
five propositions was agitated at Rome, Bosquet was ap¬ 
pointed deputy on the part of the king and clergy of 
France, and while there, the cardinal Este appointed him 
bishop of Montpellier. He was exemplary for piety, dis¬ 
interestedness, and charity, and,-, like the best of his bre¬ 
thren at that time, practised rigorous austerities. He as¬ 
sisted at the general assembly of the clergy held at Paris 

1 Frelicri Theatrum.—Baillet Jugemens des Savans.—-Saxii Onomast,—Dil>- 
din’s Classics. 
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in 1670, and was distinguished for his learning and elo¬ 
quence. An apoplexy carried him oiF July 24, 1676, and 
he was interred in the cathedral, with an epitaph cele¬ 
brating his many virtues. The first work he published 
was “ Pselli Synopsis Lcgum,” 1632, apiece never be¬ 
fore printed, and written in Greek verse by Psellus for 
the use of his pupil Michael Ducas, in the eleventh century. 
Bosquet translated it into Latin, and added notes to it. 
lie then published, 2. “ Ecelesm; Gallican* Historiarmu 
liber primus,” 1636, 4to. 3. “ Pontificuui Homaiiorum 
qui e Gallia oriuudi in ea sederunt, historia, ab anno 131.5 
ad aim. 1394 cx MSS. edita,” Paris, J632. The second 
edition of his history of the Gallican Church, the one 
above mentioned in 1636, was much enlarged, hut some 
passages were omitted that had appeared in the first octavo' 
edition, which archbishop Usher has transcribed. 
these it appears that Bosquet was of opinion that the 
mistaken zeal of the monks was the chief cause of those 
fabulous traditions which have destroyed all conlidcncc in 
the early history of the Gallican church, and while he 
makes some apology for the credulous believers of those 
stories, he makes none for those who originally invented 
them, a concession of great liberality from a prelate of the 
Romish church. 1 

BOSS Is (A uitAilAiw), a French engraver, was horn at 
Tours, and gave the first lessons of perspective in the 
academy of painting at Paris. He had great judgement in 
that branch as well as in architecture, iie left, I. Three 
good tracts, on the manner of drawing the orders of ar¬ 
chitecture, 1684, folio; on the art of engraving, 1645, 
8vo ; on perspective, 1082, 8vo. 2. Representation of di¬ 
vers human figures, with their measures, taken from the 
antiques at Rome, Paris, 1656 ; a pocket volume ail en¬ 
graved. Jlis plates in aqua fortis, hut in a peculiar me¬ 
thod, are agreeable. 'The work of Bosse on the art of 
engraving was re-published some yeax-s ago, with the re¬ 
marks and augmentations of M. Cochin the younger. Bosse 
died in his own country about the year 1660, according to 
Jombcrt. Bosse was a turbulent character, and created 
many enemies, particularly owing to his having published 
some pieces of Desargues on perspective, and having 
adopted the opinions of this writer, which were adverse 


1 Gcu. Diet.—Moreij,—U»s«rius in Pref. Biit. Ecclcs. Antiq.—SaxiiOnomast. 
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to those of Le Brun and the ablest academicians. This 
produced a controversy, in which he so displeased the 
academicians that they expelled him from their society. 1 

BOSSO (Matthew), an Italian scholar and writer of 
considerable eminence, was born at Verona in 1427, and 
iri 1451 entered the congregation of the regular canons of 
St. John of Lateran, where he bore several employments, 
as visitor of the order, procurator-general, and abbot of 
Fiesole in Tuscany. Cosmo de Medici, who had a high 
respect for him, spent seventy thousand crowns in the 
repairs of that monastery, and it was in the church be¬ 
longing to it that Bosso delivered the ensigns of the car- 
dinulship to John de Medici, afterwards pope Leo X. Six¬ 
tus VI. also employed him in many important affairs, par¬ 
ticularly in reforming the religious houses of Genoa, and 
other neighbouring districts, and he thrice offered him a 
valuable bishopric, which he refused. He vigorously op¬ 
posed the decree of pope Innocent VIII. which ordered 
ail sorts of monks to pay part of their yearly revenues to 
the clerks of the apostolic chamber. Hcrtnolaus Barhams 
was his pupil and guest at Fiesole, and Pirns of Mirandula, 
his friend. He died at Padua in 1502. Mr. Roscoe says 
lie was a profound scholar, a close reasoner, and a con¬ 
vincing orator ; and to these united a candid mind, an in¬ 
flexible integrity, and an interesting simplicity of life and 
manners. His literary productions were, 1. “ De Xnsti— 
tuendo Sapientia ammo,” Bologna, 1495. 2. “ De veris 

et salutaribus animi gaudiis,” Florence, 1491. 3. te F.pis- 

tolar. Lib. tres,” or rather three volumes, printed 145)3, 
1498, 1502.—Some orations of his are in t!«e collection 
entitled “ 1, uperationes Ftesulamr,” a rare and beauti¬ 
ful book, ,-.ul to have been printed in 1483. His whole 
works u ore published by P. Ambrosini, at Bologna, 1627, 
with the exception of the third book, or volume, of letters, 
which, on account of its extreme raritj*, was at that time 
unknown to the editor. Ills moral writings were very 
highly esteemed ; and one of his pieces on female dress, 
“ de vanis mulierum ornamentis,” excited a considerable 
interest. The editor of Fabricius throws some doubts on 
the date of the “ Lecuperationes,” and if there he letters 
in it dated 1492 and 1493, it is more probable that it is a 
typographical error for 1493. * 

1 Diet. Hist.—Strutt. 
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BOSSU (Rene le), a distinguished French critic, was 
born at Paris, March 16, 1631. He began his studies at 
Nanterre, where he discovered an early taste for polite 
literature, and soon made surprising progress in all the 
valuable parts of learning. In 1649 he left Nanterre, was 
admitted a canon regular in the abbey of St. Genevieve, 
and after a year’s probation took the habit in this abbey. 
Here lie applied to philosophy and divinity, in which he 
made great proficiency, and took upon him priest’s orders 
in 16.57 ; but, either from inclination, or in obedience to 
liis superiors, he resumed the belles letters, and taught 
polite literature in several religious houses. After twelve 
years, being tired of the fatigue of such an employment, 
he gave it up, with a resolution to lead a quiet and retired 
life. Here he published liis “ Parallel, or comparison 
betwixt the principles of Aristotle’s natural philosophy, and 
those of Des Cartes,” Paris, 1674. His intention in this 
piece was not to shew the opposition betwixt these two 
philosophers, but to prove that the}' do not differ so much 
as is generally thought; yet this production of his was 
but indifferently received, either because these two plfi- 
losophers differ too widely to be reconciled, or because 
Bossu had not made himself sufficiently acquainted with 
their opinions, and it is of little consequence now, since 
both have given way to a more sound system. The next 
treatise lxo published was that on “ epic poetry,” which 
gained him great reputation : Boileau says it is one of the 
best compositions on this subject that ever appeared in the 
French language. Bossu having met with a piece wrote 
by St. Sorliu against this poet, he wrote a confutation of 
it, for which favour Boileau was extremely grateful; and 
it produced an intimate friendship betwixt them, which 
continued till our author’s death, March 14, 1680. He 
left a vast number of manuscript volumes, which are kept 
in the abbey of St. John de Chartres. 

Bossu’s treatise on the epic was long thought a stan¬ 
dard book, even in this country, being translated into 
English in 1719, 2 vols. 8vo, and there are, undoubtedly, 
many just remarks in it, but he is too visionary and fan¬ 
tastic for the present more refined state of public taste. 
His notion that Homer fixed on some moral truth or axiom, 
and then added a fable or story, in which it was of little 
consequence whether men or beasts were the heroes and 
•peakers, has been acutely exposed by Drs. Blair and 
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Warton. The first edition of this “ Traite de poems 
epique” was published at Paris in 1675, and it wont through 
several other editions. There was one printed at the Hague 
ini714, which F. Le Courayer had the care of, and to which 
he prefixed a discourse to the abbe de Morsan, containing 
an account of the treatise, and some encomiums upon it, 
and some memoirs concerning Bossu’s life. 1 

BOJSSUET (James), bishop of Meaux, an eminent French 
writer and preacher, was born at Dijon, 27th of Septem¬ 
ber 1627. He received the first rudiments of his education 
there, and in 1642 was sent to Paris to finish his studies at 
the college of Navarre. In 1652 he took his degrees in 
divinity, and soon after went to Metz, where he was made 
a canon. Whilst he resided here, he applied himself 
chiefiy to the study of the scriptures, and the reading of 
the fathers, especially St. Augustine. In a little time he 
became a celebrated preacher, and was invited to Paris, 
where he had for his hearers many of the most learned men 
of his time, and several persons of the first rank at court. 
In 1669 he was created bishop of Condom, and the same 
month was appointed preceptor to the dauphin ; upon 
which occasion, and the applause he gained in the dis¬ 
charge of so delicate an office, pope Innocent XL con¬ 
gratulated him in a very polite letter. When he had al¬ 
most finished the education of this prince, he addressed 
to him his “ Discours sur 1’llistoire Universelle,” which was 
published in 1681, and is by far the best of his perform¬ 
ances. About a year after he was made preceptor he gave 
up his bishopric, because he could not reside in his dio¬ 
cese, on account of his engagement at court. In 1680 the 
king appointed him first almoner to the dauphiness, and 
the year after gave him the bishopric of Meaux. In 1697 
be was made counsellor of state, and the year following 
first almoner to the duchess of Burgundy. Nor did the 
learned world honour him less than the court; for he had 
been admitted a member of the French academy ; and in 
1695, at the desire of the roval college of Navarre, of 
which he was a member, the king constituted him their 
superior. 

The writings of Bossuet gained him no less fame than 
bis sermons. From the year 1655 he had entered the lists 

1 Moreri.'—Diet. Hist.—Blair’s Lectures.—Bowles’s Edit, of Pojic’s Works.— 
Sea. Diet.—Baillet Jugeinens. 
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against the protestants; and the most famous piece he 
wrote against them was his “ Refutation du catechisme de 
Paul Fern.” In 1671 he wrote another, intituled “ L’ex- 
position de la doctrine de l’eglise catholique sur les ma- 
tieres de controverse.” This had the approbation of the 
bishops of France, as well as of the prelates and cardinals 
of Rome. Innocent XI. wrote him two letters on the sub¬ 
ject, and the work was translated into most of the Euro¬ 
pean languages : M. 1’abbe Montague, a relation of the 
Sandwich family, was the author of the English translation. 
He is said to have brought back several to the Romish 
church who had embraced the protestant religion ; and it 
was for the benefit of such that in 1682 he published his 
“ Traite dc la communion sous les deux especes,” and his 
“ Lottre pastorale aux nouveaux cathohques.” In 1686 he 
published his “ IJistoire ties eglises protesiantes,” for 
whii !i, as well as several other of his writings, he was suc- 
< atiackcd by Mess. .Inricu, Burnet, Basnage, and 

several other protestant ministers. lie always distinguished 
himself as a zealous advocate for the catholic religion ; and 
so great w as his desire to bring about a re-union of the pro- 
testa nts with the church of Rome, that for this purpose he 
voluntarily od’ered to travel into foreign countries. He 
formed several schemes for this purpose, which were ap¬ 
proved of by the church of Rome, but the succeeding wars 
prevented his putting them in execution. His writings in 
controversy with the protestants, and against quietism, the 
religion of Madame Guion, Fenelon, and many of the pious 
French, make several volumes. 

There are still extant several of his very celebrated fu¬ 
neral orations, particularly those on the queen-mother of 
France in 1667, on the queen of England 1669, on the 
dauphiness 1670, on the queen of France 1683, on the 
princess Palatine 1685, on chancellor le Tel tier 1686, on 
the prince de Conde, Louis de Bourbon 1687. These are 
printed in the “Recueil de Diverscs Oraisons Funebres,” 

5 vols. 1712, a neglected book, but containing the best 
specimens of French oratory. Nor, amidst all the great af¬ 
fairs in w'hich he was employed, did he neglect the duty of 
his diocese. The “ Statuts Synodaux,” which he published 
in 16y 1, and several other of his pieces, shew how attentive 
he was to maintain regularity of discipline. After having 
spent a life in the sendee of the church, he died at Paris, 
April 12, 1704, and was buried at Meaux; where his fu- 
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neral was honoured with the presence of many prejates his 
friends, and an oration pronounced in his praise by father 
de la Hue the jesuit. The same honour was likewise paid 
to his memory at Paris, in the college of Navarre, where 
cardinal Noaiiies performed the pontifical ceremonies, and 
the funeral oration was spoken by a doctor of the house. 
Nor was Rome silent in his praise; for art eulogium was 
spoken to his memory ; and, what was unusual, was deli¬ 
vered in the Italian tongue, at the college De propaganda, 
by the chevalier Mattel, in presence of several cardinals, 
prelates, and other persons of the first rank. It was after¬ 
ward.- printed, and dedicated to his illustrious pupil the 
dauphin. 

In estimating the chaVacter of thi; celebrated prelate, we 
must not be guided by d’Alembert’s desultory and artful 
Eloge, who, however, struggles in vain to conceal the 
truth, that Bossuct was, with all his taste and talents, a fu¬ 
rious bigot, in favour of the Catholic religion, and while he 
affected to dislike persecution, either submitted to the ex¬ 
ercise of it, or promoted it. by the asperity of his writings. 
We shall come nearer the truth by adopting Bossuet’s clia- 
racter as contrasted with that of Feneion by the writer of 
the “ Letters concerning Mythology,” who represents him 
as a prelate of vast parts, learned, eloquent, artful, and 
aspiring. By these qualities he rose to the first dignities in 
the Gullican church : while another of finer fancy ami 
better heart (Feneion), humble, holy, and sincere, was 
censured at Rome, mid disgraced at the French court. 
Both were intrusted with the education of princes, and ac¬ 
quitted themselves of those duties in a very different man¬ 
ner. The one endeavoured to make his royal pupil noble, 
virtuous, and just, a father to his people, and a friend to 
mankind, by the maxims of his inimitable Telemaque. The 
other in his discourses upon universal history, is perpetually 
turning his prince’s eyes from mankind to the church, as 
the sacred object of his care, from whose everlasting stem 
whoever separates is lost: and for whose interests, in the 
extirpation of heresy, and aggrandizement of her ministers, 
be is, like his father Lewis XIV. to exert all the power he 
has received from God. 

His celebrated “Exposition of the Roman Catholic 
Faith,” mentioned above, was designed to show the pro- 
testauts, that their reasons against returning to the Romish 
church might be easily removed, if they would view the 
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doctrines of that church in their true light, and not a3 
they had been erroneously represented by protestant 
wriiers. Nine years, however, passed before this book 
could obtain the pope’s approbation. Clement X. refused 
it positively ; and several catholic priests were rigorously 
treated and severely persecuted, for preaching the doctrine 
contained in the exposition of Bossuet, which was likewise 
formally condemned by the university of Louvain in the 
year 1685, and declared to he scandalous and pernicious. 
All this wc should have thought a proof of the merit of the 
work, if it had not been at length licensed and held up as 
unanswerable by the protestants. The artifice, however, 
employed in the composition of it, and the tricks that were 
used in the suppression and alteration of the first edition, 
have been detected with great sagacity by archbishop Wake 
in the introduction to his “ Exposition of the Doctrine of 
the Church of England,” and in his two “ Defences” of 
that Exposition, in which the perfidious sophistry of Bos¬ 
suet is unmasked and refuted in the most satisfactory man¬ 
ner. There was also an excellent answer to Bossuet’s hook 
by M. de la Bastide, one of the most eminent protestant 
ministers in France. Of tins answer the French prelate 
took no notice during eight years : at the end of which he 
published an advertisement, in a new edition of his “ Ex¬ 
position,” which was designed to remove the objections of 
La Bastide. The latter replied in such a demonstrative 
manner, that the learned bishop, notwithstanding all Lis 
eloquence and art, was obliged to quit the field ol’ contro¬ 
versy. There is a very interesting account of this insidi¬ 
ous work of Bossuet, and the controversies it occasioned, in 
the “ Bibliotheque dcs Sciences,” published at the Hague, 
vol. XVIII. This accounL, \v;dch is curious, ample, accu¬ 
rate, and learned, was given partly on occasion of a new 
edition of the “ Exposition” printed at Paris in 1761, and 
accompanied with a Latin translation by Eleury, and partly 
on occasion of Burigny’s “ Life of Bossuet,” published the 
same year at Paris. 

Had the French press, however, remained open, the 
controversy between the catuolics and protestants might 
have sooii been brought to a ecm fusion : but other mea¬ 
sures were to be adopted, more characteristic of the genius 
of popery. Bossuet has been praised by most French 
writers for his laudable attempts to promote an union be¬ 
tween the catholic and reformed churches of France. The 
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basis of this union was not very promising. The reformed 
were to give up every thing, the catholics nothing, and tho 
subsequent practice was worse than this principle. In the 
“ Memoirs pour servir a 1’histoire des Itefugies Franyois dans 
les etats du Iloi,” or Memoirs of the French refugees in 
the dominions of the king of Prussia, by Messrs. Rrsnan 
and Reclam, published at Berlin in 1782, we have a curious 
developement of the plan of union, as detected by the 
celebrated Claude. The reformed church of Paris, which 
was a considerable edifice, was to be surrounded with 
troops; the archbishop of Paris and the bishop of Means 
(Bossuet) accompanied with a tiain of priests and the lieu¬ 
tenant of the police, were to march thither in procession, 
during divine service : one of these prelates was to mount 
the pulpit anti summon the congregation to submit to the 
mother church and re-unite; a number of Roman Catholics, 
posted for the purpose in different parls of the churcii, as 
if they belonged to it, were tv* answer the prelate’s sum¬ 
mons, by crying out “ re r union !” after which the other 
prelate was to give the congregation a public absolution 
from the charge of heresy, and to receive the new pre¬ 
tended converts into the bosom of the church ; and this 
scandalous farce was to be imposed upon the world for an 
actual re-union. This plan affords a tolerable specimen of 
Bossuet as a prelate, ami a man of candour; and it is wor¬ 
thy of notice, that his associate in this expedition, was the 
libertine Harlai, archbishop of Paris, whose life and death 
were so scandalous, that not a single curate could be found, 
among the rpgpst unprincipled part of the Romish clergy, 
who would undertake to preach his funeral sermon. 

Bossnet’s works were published in 1748, in 20 vols, 4to, 
and some of them have been often reprinted in various 
forms. His controversial works are no longer read, but his 
Essay on universal history, and his Sermons, particularly 
the funeral orations above-mentioned, still preserve their re¬ 
putation. In 1800 Mr. Jerningham translated and pub¬ 
lished some “ Select Sermons,” and very recently the ex¬ 
pectations of the French public were raised by the publi¬ 
cation of someinedited pieces by Bossuet, which, Mnvcver, 
are thought to be spurious. 1 

BOSTON (John), a monk of St. Edmund’s Bury in the 
fourteenth century, and who is thought to have died in 

J piet. Hist.—Moreri.—D’Alembert’s Eulojjy.—Month. Rev. vol. XXVIII. 
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1110, was one of the first collectors of the lives of English 
writers, and the precursor of Leland, Bale, and Pitts. He 
searched indefatigable ail the libraries of the kingdom, and 
wrote a catalogue of the authors, with short opinions of 
them. Archbishop Usher had the most curious MS copy of 
this book, winch became afterwards Mr. Thomas Chile’s pro¬ 
perty. Wood mentions another smaller catalogue of his 
writing. He wrote also “Speculum ccenohitarum,” in 
which he gives the origin and progress of monachism ; 
and a history of his own monastery. “ De rebus ccenobii 
si’.i,” wlncn last is lost, hut tiie former was printed at 
Oxford 17.'2, 8vo, by flail at the end of “Trivet. Annal.” 1 
BOS 1 ON (Thomas), a popular and learned Scotch di¬ 
vine, was horn in the town of Dunse, March 17, 1676‘, 
and. educated at the grammar school of that place, where 
lie wa.{ taught the elements of Latin, Greek, rhetoric, and 
arithmetic. In 1692, he went to the university of Edin¬ 
burgh, where he went through the usual courses for three 
yea:s, and entered on the study of divinity. In 1695, he 
returned home with ample testimonials of his diligence and 
good character. Next year lie taught school at Glencairn 
for a short time, and then was appointed tutor to a young 
gentleman of famiiy at Edinburgh, where he continued the 
study of divinity, until he accompanied his pupil into the 
country. In 1699, after the usual trials before the presby¬ 
tery, he was licenced to preach the gospel, us a probationer 
for the ministry, agreeably to the forms of the church of 
Scotland, and in September of that year was ordained to the 
living of Simprin, one of the smallest in Scotland. In the 
following year he married Katherine Brown, whom he de¬ 
scribes as a woman possessed of many valuable qualifica¬ 
tions. In May 1 707, he exchanged the living of Simprin 
for that of Etterick, on which he remained until his death. 
About this time he began to improve his knowledge in the 
Hebrew, having before only read the Psalter, hut 1771 
was, according to his own account, “ the happy year 
wherein he was first master (possessor) of a Hebrew Bible, 
and began the study of itand some day, which he for¬ 
got, iifrOct. 1712, was the happiest day in his life, for he 
then borrowed “Cross’s Taghmical Art.” More than half 
his cares and anxieties after this related to the Hebrew ac¬ 
cents. About this time, he was one of the clergy of Scot- 


1 Bale and Pitts.—Tanner.—Fuller’s Worthies. 
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land, who refused taking the oath of abjuration, and in 
dread of the penalty, made over his little property to one of 
his sons, aud another person, but it does not appear that 
the penalty was ever levied. Returning in 1715 to the 
study of the “ Taghmical Art,” after incredible pains, he 
found that he could make nothing of it; but still perse¬ 
vering, he became persuaded that the accents are the key 
to the true version of the Hebrew text, and the intrinsic 
light which illuminates it. Compared to this, as to him, 
the digging in the mines of Peru was but a trifle. From 
this time he began to write, as leisure permitted, a work 
on the accents, accompanying his labours with constant 
prayer, particularly that he might be instructed in the se¬ 
crets of double accentuation, which he had not been able to 
comprehend. All this zeal and industry at length produced 
an “ Essay on the Hebrew accentuation,” which he exhibited 
in manuscript to some learned friends, who gave him various 
degrees of encouragement, but he often met with delays 
and evasions which occasioned great uneasiness to the good 
man. It being supposed that there were few persons in 
Great Britain very much interested in the Hebrew accents, 
he was advised to translate it into Latin that it might circu¬ 
late among the learned on the continent. Accordingly he 
began his translation, and as a help to his style, he men¬ 
tions the following expedient, which perhaps others have 
made use of on similar occasions. “ As 1 went on, 1 read 
something of Cicero, in my leisure hours, for the lan¬ 
guage, and noted in a book some terms and phrases, taken 
from him and others : particularly out of Calepin’s dic¬ 
tionary, which Providence had in the year 1724 laid to my 
hand, when 1 knew not for what use it was designed, and 
to this collection 1 had frequent recourse, while I wrote 
that book : and found it to be of good use to me. I had 
formerly, upon occasion of appearing in print, done the 
same as to the English tongue : by which means my style, 
that I had been careless of before, was now somewhat re¬ 
fined.” This work, which he pursued with uncommon en¬ 
thusiasm, and which was to prove the antiquity and divine 
authority of the Hebrew accents, was occasionally inter¬ 
rupted by his public services, and the publication of some 
of his practical works, particularly “TheFourfold State,” 
in 1720. That on the Hebrew accents did not appear until 
1738, when it was published at Amsterdam under the care 
of the learned David Mill, professor of Oriental languages 
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in the university of Utrecht, in a quarto volume entitled 
<£ Thomte Boston ecclesia- Atricensis apud Scotos pastoris, 
Trartatus Stigmologicus Hebrieo-Biblicus,” dedicated to 
sir Richard Eilys, who had been very friendly to Boston in 
the prosecution of his studies on this subject. Mr. Boston 
died May 20, 1732. His works in practical divinity, which 
are stiil well known and popular in Scotland, were collected 
in a large fol. volume in 1768, and since that time others, 
particularly his “ Body of Divinity,” 3 vols. 8vo. 1773, have 
been published from his MSS. but this last mentioned work 
is eked out by extracts from other authors without acknow¬ 
ledgment, a disingenuous artifice of which the author never 
would have been guilty. The most remarkable of his 
posthumous pieces is the “ Memoirs of his Life, Time, and 
Writings,” written by himself, a closely printed octavo 
volume, 1776. This is in the form of a diary, tedious and 
minute beyond all precedent, but evincing a wonderful 
simplicity of heart, ignorance of the world, and a mind 
continually harrassed by conscientious scruples about the 
merest tribes ; much of it, however, may be interesting to 
curious inquirers, as exhibiting characteristics of the man¬ 
ners and sentiments of the .Scotch clergy of the seventeenth 
and part of the eighteenth century. 1 

BOSWELL (Jambs), the friend and biographer of Dr. 
Johnson, was the eldest son of Alexander Boswell, lord 
Auchmleck, one of the judges in the supreme courts of 
session and justiciary in Scotland. He was born at Edin¬ 
burgh, Oct. 29, 1740, and received the first rudiments of 
education in that city. He afterwards studied civil law in 
the universities of Edinburgh and Glasgow. During his 
residence in these cities, he acquired by the society of the 
English gentlemen who were students in the Scotch col¬ 
leges, that remarkable predilection for their manners, 
which neither the lorce of education, or national prejudice, 
could ever eradicate. But his most intimate acquaintance 
at this period was the rev. Mr. Temple, a worthy, learned, 
and pious divine, whose well-written character of Gray has 
been adopted both by Dr. Johnson and Mason in the life 
of that poet. Mr. Boswell imbibed early the ambition of 
distinguishing himself by his literary talents, and had the 
good fortune to obtain the patronage of the late lord So¬ 
merville. This nobleman treated him with the most flat- 


1 Memoirs ubi supra. 
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tering kindness; and Mr. Boswell ever remembered with 
gratitude the friendship he so long enjoyed with this wor¬ 
thy peer. Having always entertained an exalted idea of 
the felicity of London, in the year 1760 he visited that ca¬ 
pital ; in the manners and amusements of which he found 
so much that was congenial to his own taste and feelings, 
that it became ever after his favourite residence, whither 
he always returned from his estate in Scotland, and from 
his various rambles in different parts of Europe, with in¬ 
creasing eagerness and delight; and we find him, nearly 
twenty years afterwards, condemning Scotland as too narrow 
a sphere, and wishing to make his chief residence in London, 
which he calls the great scene of ambition and instruction. 
He was, doubtless, confirmed in this attachment to the me¬ 
tropolis by the strong predilection entertained towards it 
by his friend Dr. Johnson, whose sentiments on this sub¬ 
ject Mr. Boswell details in various parts of bis life of that 
great man, and which are corroborated by every one in 
pursuit of literary and intellectual attainments. 

The politeness, affability, and insinuating urbanity of 
manners, which distinguished Mr. Boswell, introduced him 
into the company of many eminent and learned men, whose 
acquaintance and friendship he cultivated with the greatest 
assiduity. In truth, the esteem and approbation of learned 
men seem to have been one chief object of his literary am¬ 
bition ; and we find him so successful in pursuing his end, 
that he enumerated some of the greatest men in Scotland 
among: his friends even before he left it for the first time. 
Notwithstanding Mr. Boswell by his education was intended 
for the bar, yet he was himself earnestly bent at this pe¬ 
riod upon obtaining a commission in the guards, and soli¬ 
cited lord A uchinleck’s acquiescence ; but returned, how¬ 
ever, by bis desire, into Scotland, where he received a re¬ 
gular course of instruction in the law, and passed his trials 
as a civilian at Edinburgh. Still, however, ambitious of 
displaying himself as one of the “ manly hearts who guard 
the fair,” he visited London a second time in 1762; and, 
various occurrences delaying the purchase of a commis¬ 
sion, he was at length persuaded by lord Auchinleck to re¬ 
linquish his pursuit, and become an advocate at the Scotch 
bar. In compliance, therefore, with his father’s wishes, 
he consented to go to Utrecht the ensuing winter, to hear 
the lectures of an excellent civilian in that university; after 
which he had permission to make his grand tour of Europe. 
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The year 1763 may be considered the xnost important 
epocha in Mr. Boswell’s life, as be bad, what bethought a 
singular felicity, an introduction to Dr. Johnson. This 
event, so auspicious for Mr. Boswell, and eventually so 
fortunate for the public, happened on May 16, 1763. 
Having continued one winter at Ulrecht, during which 
time he visited several parts of the Netherlands, lie com¬ 
menced his projected travels. Passing from Utrecht into 
Germany, he pursued his route through Switzerland to Ge¬ 
neva ; whence he crossed the Alps into Italy, having visited 
on his journey Voltaire at Ferney, and Rousseau in the 
wilds of Neufchatei. Mr. Boswell continued some time in 
Italy, where he met and associated with lord Mountstuart, 
to whom he afterwards dedicated his Theses Juridical 
Having visited the most remarkable cities in Italy, Mr. 
Boswell sailed to Corsica, travelled over every part of that 
island, and obtained the friendship of the illustrious Pas- 
quaie tie Paoli, in whose palace he resided during his stay 
at Corsica, lie afterwards went to Paris, whence he re¬ 
turned to Scotland in 1766, and soon after became an ad¬ 
vocate at the Scotch bar. The celebrated Douglas cause 
was at that time a subject of general discussion. Mr. Bos¬ 
well published the t£ Essence of the Douglas cause a 
pamphlet which contributed to procure Mr. Douglas the 
popularity which he at that time possessed. In 1768 Mr. 
Boswell published his “Account of Corsica, w'ith memoirs 
of General Paoii.” Of this printed performance Dr. John¬ 
son thus expresses himself: “ Your journal is curious and 
delightful. I know not whether I could name any narra¬ 
tive by which curiosity is better excited or better gratified.” 
This book has been translated into the German, Dutch, 
Italian, and French languages ; and was received with ex¬ 
traordinary approbation. In the following winter, the the¬ 
atre-royal at Edinburgh, hitherto restrained by party-spirit, 
was opened. On this occasion Mr. Boswell was solicited 
by David Ross, esq. to write a prologue. The effect of 
this piologue upon the audience was highly flattering to the 
author, and beneficial to the manager; as it secured to the 
latter, by the annihilation of the: opposition which had 
been till that time too successfully exerted against him, 
the uninterrupted possession of his patent, which he en¬ 
joyed till his death, which happened in September 1790. 
Mr. Boswell attended his funeral us chief mourner, and 
paid the last honours to a mau with whom he had spent 
many a pleasauL hour. 
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In 1769, was celebrated at Stratford on Avon the jubilee 
in honour of Shakspeare. Mr. Boswell, an enthusiastic ad¬ 
mirer «jf the writings of our immortal bard, and ever ready 
to join the festive throng, repaired thither, and appeared 
at the masquerade as an armed Corsican chief; a character 
he was eminently qualified to support. This year he mar¬ 
ried miss Margaret Montgomery, a lady who, to the ad¬ 
vantages of a polite education, united admirable good 
sense and a brilliant understanding. She was daughter of 
David Montgomery, esq. related to the illustrious family 
of Kglintoune, and representative of the antient peerage 
of Lyle. The death of this amiable woman happened in 
June 1790. Mr. Boswell -has honoured her memory with 
an afifectionate tribute. She left him two sons and three 
daughters; who, to use Mr. Boswell’s own words, “if 
they inherit her good qualities, will have no reason to 
complain of their lot. Dos utagna parentum virtus.” In 
1782 lord Auchinleek died. In , 1783, Mr. Boswell pub¬ 
lished his celebrated Letter to the People of Scotland; 
-which is thus praised by Johnson in a letter to the author: 
“ I am very much of your opinion—your paper contains 
very considerable knowledge of history and the constitu¬ 
tion, very properly produced and applied.” Mr. Boswell 
communicated the pamphlet to Mr. Pitt, who naturally 
gave it his approbation. This first letter was followed by 
a second, in which Mr. Boswell displayed his usual energy 
and political abilities. In 1783, Mr. Boswell published 
“ A journal of a tour to the Hebrides” with Dr. Johnson ; 
which met a success similar to his entertaining account of 
Corsica, and to which we owe his life of that illustrious 
character. This year Mr. Boswell removed to London, 
and was soon after called to the English bar, but his pro¬ 
fessional business was interrupted by preparing his most 
celebrated work, “ The life of Samuel Johnson, LL. D.” 
which was published in 1790, and was received by the 
world with extraordinary avidity. It is a faithful history 
of Johnson’s life ; and exhibits a most interesting picture 
of the character of that illustrious moralist, delineated witli 
a masterly hand. The prepai'ation of a second edition of 
this work was the last literary performance of Mr. Boswell. 
Mr. Boswell undoubtedly possessed considerable intellec¬ 
tual powers; as he could never have displayed his collec¬ 
tion of the witticisms of his friend in so lively a manner as 
he has done, without having a picturesque imagination, 
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and a turn for poetry as well as humour. He had a con¬ 
siderable share of melancholy in his temperament; and, 
though the general tenor of his life was gay and active, he 
frequently experienced an unaccountable depression of 
spirits. In one of these gloomy moods he wrote a series 
of essays under the title of “ The Hypochondriac,” which 
appeared in the London Magazine, and end with No. 63 
in 17S2. These he had thoughts of collecting into a vo¬ 
lume, but they would have added little to his reputation, 
being in general very trifling. Soon after his return from 
a visit to Auchinleck, he was seized with a disorder which 
put an end to his life, at his house in Portland-street, on 
the 19th of June 1795, in the 55th year of his age. Of 
his own character he gives the following account in his 
journal of the tour to the Hebrides : “ 1 have given a 
sketch of Dr. Johnson. His readers may wish to know a 
little of his lellow'-traveller. Think, then, of a gentleman 
of ancient blood ; the pride of which was his predominant 
passion. He was then in his 33d year, and had been about 
four years happily married : his inclination was to be a 
soldier ; but his father, a respectable judge, had pressed 
him into the profession of the law. He had travelled a 
good deal, and seen many varieties of human life. He 
had thought more than any body supposed, and had a 
pretty good stock of general learning and knowledge. He 
had all l)r. Johnson’s principles, with some degree of relax¬ 
ation. He had rather too little than too much prudence ; 
and, his imagination being lively, he often said things of 
which the effect was very different from the intention. He 
resembled sometimes ‘ The best good man, with the worst- 
natured muse.’ He cannot deny himself the vanity of 
finishing with the encomium of Dr. Johnson, whose friendly 
partiality to the companion of this tour represents him as 
one * whose acuteness would help my enquiry, and whose 
gaiety of conversation, and civility of manners, are suffi¬ 
cient to counteract the inconveniencies of travel, in coun¬ 
tries less hospitable than we have passed’.” 

His character in all its lights and shades is, however, 
best delineated in his life of Dr. Johnson, a work of un¬ 
common merit and of still increasing popularity. An 
anonymous biographer has justly said of it, that it was 
“ found to exhibit an inimitably faithful picture of the 
mingled genius and weakness, of the virtues and the vices, 
the sound sense and the pedantry, the benignity and the 
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passionate harshness, of the great and excellent, although 
not consummately perfect man, the train of whose life it 
endeavoured to unfold. It appeared to be filled with a 
rich store of his genuine dictates, so eloquent and wise, 
that they need hardly shun comparison with the most ela¬ 
borate of those works which he himself published. John¬ 
son was seen in it, not as a solitary figure, but associated 
with those groupes of his distinguished contemporaries 
with which it was his good fortune, in all the latter and 
more illustrious years of his life, often to meet and to con¬ 
verse. It displayed many fine specimens of that propor¬ 
tion, in which, in the latter part of the eighteenth century, 
literature and philosophical wisdom were liable to be care¬ 
lessly intermingled in the ordinary conversation of the best 
company in Britain. It preserved a thousand precious 
anecdotical memorials of the state of arts, manners, and 
policy among us during this period, such as must he in¬ 
valuable to the philosophers and antiquaries of a future 
age. It gave, in the most pleasing mode of institution, 
and in many different points of view, almost all the ele¬ 
mentary practical principles both of taste and of moral 
science. It showed the colloquial tattle of Boswell duly 
chastened by the grave and rounded eloquence of Johnson. 
It presented a collection of a number of the most elaborate 
of Johnson’s smaller occasional compositions, which might 
otherwise perhaps have been entirely lost to future times. 
Shewing Boswell’s skill in literary composition, his general 
acquaintance with learning and science, his knowledge of 
the manners, the fortunes, and the actuating principles of 
mankind, to have been greatly extended and improved 
since the time when he wrote Ins account of Corsica, it 
exalted the character of his talents in the estimation of the 
world ; and was reckoned to be such a master-piece in its 
particular species, as perhaps the literature of no other 
nation, ancient or modern, could boast. It did not indeed 
present its author to the world in another light than as a 
genius of the second class ; yet it seemed to rank him 
nearer to the first than to the third. This estimation of the 
character of Boswell’s life of Johnson, formed by the best 
critics soon after its publication, seems to have been since 
fully confirmed.” * 

* Gentleman’s, European, and Monthly Magaainci, 
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BOTALLUS (Leonard), an eminent physician of Pied¬ 
mont, who flourished about the middle of the 16th cen¬ 
tury, was a disciple of Fallopius, and took his degree of 
doctor in medicine at Padua. It appears by his writings, 
that he was a diligent observer, and enjoyed a considera¬ 
ble share of practice. He was in succession physician and 
aulie counsellor to Charles IX. Henry II. of France, and 
to William prince of Orange. He was also skilled in the 
practice of surgery, and published, “ De curandis vulne- 
ribus sclopetorum,” Venet. 1560, 8vo. This has been 
frequently reprinted, and continued, for a long time, to be 
esteemed the most useful manual that had been published 
on the subject. He wrote also “ Commentarioli duo, alter 
de medici, alter de aegroti, munere,” Lion. 15G5, 8vo ; 
containing rules for the conduct of the physician, the sur¬ 
geon, and the apothecary, in their attendance upon the 
sick. But the work by which he is most known, and 
which produced an important revolution in the practice of 
medicine, is his “ De curatione per sanguinis missione, de 
incidendm venae, cutis scarificandae, et hirudinum afligen- 
darum inodo,” Antw. 1583, Svo. Though bleeding had 
always been occasionally used in the cure of diseases, yel 
in his time it was nearly constantly superseded by purging 
medicines, or it was too sparingly used, and seldom re¬ 
peated. Our author made frequent recourse to it, with 
complete success, he says, in diarrhoea, dysentery, in 
fever, the plague, and during pregnancy ; and flattered 
with success, he became, as he advanced in life, more and 
more bold and free in the use of the lancet, and bleeding 
became a general remedy all over Europe; but in no 
country was it carried to such excess as in France, where 
the professors of medicine, for their too frequent recur¬ 
rence to it, were held up to ridicule bv Le Sage, in his 
inimitable novel of Gil Bias. The works of Boiallus were 
collected, and published under the title of “ Opera Om¬ 
nia,” in 1660, at Leyden, by 1. V. Horne. 1 

BOTH (John and Andrew), were two eminent Dutch 
painters and engravers; John was born at Utrecht, in 1610,. 
and was the disciple of Abraham Bloemart, who at the 
same time instructed Andrew; but to perfect themselves 
in a good taste of design, they went together to Rome, 
and resided there for a great many years. The genius of 

* Gen. Diet.—>Ioreri.-—Haller and Maftgct.—Cyclopaedia. 
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John directed him to the study of landscape, in which he 
rose almost to the highest perfection, making the style of 
Claude Lorraine his mode!; and by many his works are 
mentioned in competition even with those of Claude. The 
warmth of his skies, the judicious and regular receding of 
the objects, and the sweetness of his distances, afford the 
eye a degree of pleasure, superior to what we feel on 
viewing the works of almost any other artist. John and 
Andrew had very different talents, and each of them were 
admirable in their different way. The former excelled in 
landscape, the latter inserted the figures, which he de¬ 
signed in the manner of Bamboccio ; and those figures are 
always so well adapted, that every picture seemed only the 
work of one master. The works of these associate brothers 
are justly admired through all Europe; they are univer¬ 
sally sought for, and purchased at very large prices. 
Most of his pictures are, for size, between two and five 
feet long; but in those that are smaller, there is exquisite 
neatness. They generally express the sunny light of the 
morning, breaking out from behind woods, hills, or moun¬ 
tains, and diffusing a warm glow over the skies, trees, and 
the whole face of nature ; or else a sun-set, with a lovely 
tinge in the clouds, every object beautifully partaking of 
a proper degree of natural illumination. And it is to be 
observed, that even the different hours of the day are per¬ 
ceptible in his landscapes, from the propriety of the tints 
which he uses. By some connoisseurs he is censured for 
having too much of the tawny in his colouring, and that 
the leafings of his trees are too yellow, approaching to 
saffron *, but this is not a general fault in his pictures, 
though some of them, accidentally, may justly be liable 
to that criticism, for he corrected that fault; and many of 
his pictures are no more tinged with those colours, than 
truth and beautiful nature will justify ; and his colouring 
obtained for him the distinction which he still possesses, of 
being called Both of Italy. 

Desc'amps, in the life of Both, after having said that 
John painted landscapes, and Andrew figures, in the man¬ 
ner of Bamboccio, asserts that Andrew was drowned in a 
canal at Venice, and John returned to Utrecht; in which 
account he appears to follow Sandrart; though other writers 
agree, that it was the landscape-painter who was drowned, 
and Andrew, returning to his own country, painted con¬ 
versations and portraits 'as long as he lived, of which the 
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other was incapable. The two brothers mutually assisted 
each other till the death of John in 1650; and then An¬ 
drew retired from Italy, settled at Utrecht, and continued 
to paint sometimes portraits, sometimes landscapes, in the 
manner of his brother, and also conversations, and players 
at cards, in the manner of Bamboccio. Both of those 
masters had extraordinary readiness of hand, and a free, 
light, sweet pencil; and that they were expeditious, may 
be evident from the great number of .pictures which they 
finished. Andrew, during the remainder of his life, had 
as much employment as he could possibly execute; but 
was so affected by the melancholy death of his brother, 
that he survived him only a few years, dying in 1656. 
Strutt mentions a few engravings by both these artists, 
but neither arrived at any great perfection in the art. 1 
BOTONER (William), or William Worcester, an 
ancient English writer, acquainted with history, antiquities, 
heraldry, physic, and astronomy, was born at Bristol 
about 1415 ; his father’s name was Worcester, and his 
mother’s Botoner, hence he often names himself William 
Wyrcester, alias Botoner; and hence the error in Pits, 
and others, of making two distinct persons of the two names. 
He studied at Hart-hall, Oxford, 1434. He had been exer¬ 
cised in wars above 44 years; and had so faithfully served 
sir John Fastolff that he left him one of his executors. He 
wrote many books, the first of which, that was printed, was 
his translation from the French, of “ Cicero de Senec- 
tute,” which he addressed to William Wainfleet, bishop of 
Winchester. He tells us that he presented it to the bishop 
at Asher [ Esher ] August 10, 1475, but received no reward. 
(nullum regardum recepide episcopo). He wrote also “ An¬ 
tiquities of England “ Abbreviations of the Learned ;” 

Medicinal collections a book of Astrology ; another 
of Astronomy ; besides a particular treatise, gratefully pre¬ 
serving the life and deeds of his master, under the title of 
s< Acta Domini Johannis Fastolff;” “ the Acts of John duke 
of Bedford ;” “ Polyandrium Oxoniensium, or memoirs of 
Oxford Students;” and other lesser pieces ; of which see 
Tanner Bibl. Brit. p. 115. His “Annals of England” 
were printed by Hearne at the end of his “ Liber Niger 
Scaccarii,” p.424—451. His “ Itinerary” was published 
from a MS. not improbably the original, in the library at 
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Corpus Christi college, Cambridge, by Mr. James Nas¬ 
mith, fellow of the said college, Cantab. 1778, 8vo. Ful¬ 
ler cites a book of Botoner’s, containing all the ancient 
gentry of the county of Norfolk, long preserved in the 
county, but not now extant. He also wrote something in 
poetry, as that humorous ballad in Nasmith’s edition of his 
Itinerary, called “ Comedia ad Monasterium Hulme,” &c. 
and a long chronographical epitaph in verse, on the lady 
Milicent Fastolf; in the possession of Richard Poley, esq. 
late prothonotary of the common pleas. He is supposed 
to have died about 1490. The son of this Worcester, 
among other things, also made a collection of several au¬ 
thentic instruments relating to the English wars and go¬ 
vernment in France; which he dedicated to king Edward 
IV. containing a catalogue of the princes, dukes, earls, 
barons, bannerets, knights, and other persons of eminence, 
who were of the regent’s court. A copy of this collection, 
in quarto, was some time in the custody of the late Brian 
Fairfax, esq. one of the commissioners of the customs. 1 

BOTT (John de), an architect, who was born in France 
in 1670, of protestant parents, quitted his country early in 
life, and went into the service of William of Orange, after¬ 
wards king of Great Britain. After the death of that 
prince, he attached himself to the elector of Brandenbourg, 
who gave him a post of captain of the guards, which did 
not slacken his industry in architecture. His first edifice 
was the arsenal at Berlin, and he afterwards signalized 
himself by various monuments of his art. Frederic 1. being 
dead, Bott conciliated the favour of Frederic William, who 
raised him to the rank of major-general. The fortifica¬ 
tions of Wesel, of which place he was commandant, were 
constructed under his direction. In 1728 he went into 
Ihe service of the king of Poland, elector of Saxony, in 
quality of lieutenant-general and chief of the engineers. 
In Dresden are several edifices of his erection, where he 
died in 1745, with great reputation for probity, intelli¬ 
gence, and valour. 2 

BOTT (Thomas), an English clergyman of ingenuity 
and learning, was descended from an ancient family in 
Staffordshire, and born at Derby in 168 8. His grand¬ 
father had been a major on the parliament side in the civil 
wars; his father had diminished a considerable paternal 
estate by gaming; but his mother, a woman of great pru- 

* Biog;. Brit. art. Fastolf, vol. V. p. *106, note.—Archaeologia, vol. IX. p. 2. r >7. 
— Tanner.—Warton’s Hist, of Poetry, vol. li. p. 1X9, 426. * l)iet. Ilist 
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dence, contrived to give a good education to six childrent 
Thomas the youngest acquired his grammatical learning as 
Derby; had his education among the dissenters ; and wat 
appointed to preach to a presbyteriau congregation a 
Spalding in Lincolnshire. Not liking this mode of life, he 
removed to London at the end of queen Anne’s reign, with 
a view of preparing himself for physic; hut changing his 
measures again, he took orders in the church of England, 
soon after the accession of George 1. and was presented to 
the rectory of Winburg in Norfolk. About 1725 he was 
presented to the benefice of Reymerston ; in 1734, to the 
rectory of Spixworth ; and, in 1747, to the rectory of 
Edgefield; all in Norfolk. About 17 50, his mental powers 
began to decline; and, at Christmas 1752, he ceased to 
appear in the pulpit, lie died at Norwich, whither he had 
removed, in 1753, with his family, Sept. 23, 1754, leav¬ 
ing a wife, whom he married in 173y ; and also a son, Ed¬ 
mund Bott, esq. of Christ church in Hampshire, a fellow 
of the Antiquarian society, who published, in 177 1, A col¬ 
lection of cases relating to the Boor laws. Dr. Kippis, 
who was his nephew by marriage, has given a prolix article 
on him, and a minute character, in which, however, there 
appears to have been little of the amiable, and in his reli¬ 
gious opinions he was capricious and unsteady. His works 
were, I. “The peace and happiness of this world, the 
immediate design of Christianity, on Luke ix. 56,” a pam¬ 
phlet in Svo, 1724. 2. A second tract in defence of this, 

1730, 8vo. 3. “ The principal and peculiar notion of a 
late book, entitled, The religion of nature delineated, con¬ 
sidered, and refuted,” 1725. This was against Wollas¬ 
ton’s notion of moral obligation. 4. A visitation sermon, 
preached at Norwich, April 30th, 1730. 5. A 30th of 

January sermon, preached at Norwich, and printed at 
the request of the mayor, &c. 6. “ Remarks upon But¬ 

ler’s Gth chapter of the Analogy of Religion, &c. concern¬ 
ing Necessity,” 1730. 7. Answer to the first volume of 

Warburton’s Divine Legation of Moses. 

Among other learned acquaintance of Mr. Bott was Dr. 
Samuel Clarke, of whom he relates, that he was not only 
ot a cheerful, but of a playful disposition. Once, when 
Air. Bott called upon him, he found him swimming upon 
a table. At atiother time, when several of them were 
amusing themselves with diverting tricks. Dr. Clarke, look¬ 
ing out of the window, and seeing a grave blockhead ap- 
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proaching, called out, “ Boys, boys, be wise; here comes 
a fool.” We have heard the like of Dr. Clarke from other 
quarters, and are not sure that the- “ grave blockhead” 
may not have been the most decorous character. 1 

BOTTARI (John), a very learned prelate of the court 
of Rom% was born at Florence, Jan. 15, 1689, and be¬ 
came early distinguished for the purity of his style, and 
liis intimate knowledge of the Tuscan dialect. He studied 
rhetoric and Latin under Antonio-Maria Biscioni, who was 
afterwards dictator of the Mediceo-Lorenzian library. (See 
Biscioni). He then studied philosophy, divinity, mathe¬ 
matics, and Greek, the latter under the learned Salvini. 
His proficiency in these branches oi knowledge soon made 
him noticed, and he was appointed by the academy della 
Crusca, to superintend the new edition of their diction¬ 
ary, in which labour he was assisted by Andrea Alamaorni 
and Rosso Martini. He had afterwards the direction of the 
printing-office belonging to the Grand Duke, from which 
several of his works issued. Clement XII. made him li¬ 
brarian of the Vatican, in which he arranged a cabinet of 
medals, which that pope wished to be considered as a part 
of the library. On bis death, Bottari entered the conclave 
Feb. 6, 1740, with the cardinal Neri Corsini. Next year 
was published by P. Marmoreus, the edition of Virgil, 
Rome, 1741, fol. a fac-simile of the famous Codex Vati- 
canus, to which Bottari prefixed a learned preface. He 
was the first who had the curiosity to examine this valuable 
manuscript, which belonged formerly to Pontanus, after¬ 
wards to Bembus, and lastly to Fulvius Ursinus,, who de¬ 
posited it in the Vatican, when he became librarian there. 

Benedict XIV. being elected pope, who had long been 
the friend of Bottari, he conferred on him the canonry of 
St. Maria-Transtf verini, and that he might reside in his 
palace, appointed him his private almoner. He was also 
a member of all the principal academies of Italy; and Fon- 
tanini, Apostolo Zeno, Gori, and others, have written his 
eloges, having all profited, in the publication of their 
works, by his valuable communications. His long and 
studious life terminated June 3, !775, in his eighth-sixth 
year. Among his works, ot which Mazzucheili has given a 
long list, are, 1. Vita di Francesco Sacchetti,” Vicenza 
(Naples) 1725, with Sacchetti’s “ Novelle,” 8vo. 2. “ L’Er- 


1 Biog. Brit. 



B O T T A R I. 


183 


eolano, dialogo di Benedetto Varchi,” Florence, 1730, 4to. 
3. “ Lezione tre sopra il tremuoto,” Rome, 1733 and 1748, 
4to. 4. “ Sculture, e Pitture sacre estratte dai cimeteri 
di Roma, &c.” Rome, 1737, 1747, 1753, 3 vols. fol. 5. 
** Vocubularia della Crusca,” Florence, 1738, 6 vols. 6. 
The Virgil already noticed. 7. “ De Museo Capitolino,” 
1750, 3 vols. fol. 8. “ Raccolta di lettere sulla Pittura, 
Scultura, ed Architettura,” Rome, 1754, 1757, and 1759, 
3 vols. 4to; and again, an enlarged edition at Naples, 
1772. 9. “ Dialoglii sopra tre arti del Disegno,” Lucca, 

1754, 4to. He also contributed to a new edition of Va¬ 
sari and Passori’s Lives of the Painters. 1 

BOTTICELLI (Alkxamdkr, or Sanduo,) an Italian 
painter and engraver, was born at Florence, in 1437 ; and 
being placed as a disciple with Filippo Lippi, he imitated 
that master, as well in his design as colouring. He per¬ 
formed several considerable works at Florence, and several 
at Rome, by which he gained great reputation ; at the for¬ 
mer, a Venus rising from the sea, and also a Venus adorned 
by the graces; and at the latter, he painted sacred sub¬ 
jects from the New Testament, which, at that time were 
very much commended. He obtained great honour by his 
performances in the chapel of Sixtus IV. for which he was 
very amply rewarded; and for the family of the Medici he 
finished some portraits, and many historical compositions. 
It was customary with this master to introduce a great num¬ 
ber of figures in all the subjects he designed, and lie dis¬ 
posed them with tolerable judgment and propriety; but in 
one of his designs, representing the Adoration of the Magi, 
the variety and multitude of his figures are astonishing. He 
received large sums of money for his works, all of which 
he expended, and died in 1515 in great distress, and far 
advanced in years. 

Mr. Strutt has introduced him in chap. VI. of his “ Ori¬ 
gin and Progress of Engraving,” to which we refer the 
reader. Baldini, according to the general report, com¬ 
municated to him the secret of engraving, then newly dis¬ 
covered by their townsman Finiguerra. The curious edi- 
tiongof Dame printed at Florence in 1481 (or 1488) and to 
which, according to some authors, Botticelli undertook to 
write notes, was evidently intended to have been orna¬ 
mented with prints, one for each canto: and these prints 

1 Diet. Hist—Haytn Bibl. Italian.—Mazzuchelii, vol. If. part III.—Sazii 
Oqoma*ticou. 
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(as many of them as were finished) were designed, if not 
engraved, by Botticelli. Mr. ltoscoe, however, says, that 
they were designed by Botticelli, and engraved by Baldini. 
It is remarkable, that the first two plates only were printed 
upon the leaves of the book, and for want of a blank space 
at the head of the first canto, the plate belonging to it is 
placed at the bottom of the page. Blank spaces are left 
for all the rest, that as many of them as were finished 
might be pasted on. Mr. Wilbraham possesses the finest 
copy of this book extant in any private library.; and the 
number of prints in it amounts to nineteen, the first 
two, as usual, printed on the leaves, and the rest pasted 
on ; and these, Mr. Strutt thinks, were all that Botticelli 
ever executed. Mr. ltoscoe describes another copy as in 
his possession, formerly in the Pinelli library. 1 

BOTTOM l ( Albeiitino), a physician, descended of an 
illustrious family of Parma, was born at Padua in the be¬ 
ginning of the sixteenth century, and in 1555 became pro- 
fessof of medicine in that city, where he was esteemed for 
ills talents and success as a practitioner. He died in 1596, 
leaving behind hinran immense property, an elegant house, 
&c. lie published, 1. “Do Vita conservanda,” Padua, 
1582, 4to. 2. “ De morbis muliebribus,” ibid. 1585, 
and twice reprinted, besides in the collections of Baubine 
and Spachius. 3. “ Consilia medica,” Francfort, 1605, 
4to. in Lautenbaclfs collection. 4. “ De modo discurrendi 
circa morbos eosdem curandi tractatus,” ibid. 1607, 12mo. 
with the Pandects of John George Schenck. An edition 
was afterwards published at Francfort in 1695, 8vo, with 
the title, “ Methodus medicinales duue,’’ &c. * 

BOTTOM 1 (Dominic), the son of Nicholas Bottoni, a 
celebrated philosopher and physician of Leontini, in Si¬ 
cily, was born the 6th of October 1641, and received his 
education under Peter Castello. In 1658, he w&s admitted 
to the degree of doctor, and was soon after made physician 
to the marquis De Villa Franca, viceroy of Sicily, physi¬ 
cian to the royal hospital of Messina, and superintendant of 
the physicians there, with a pension of 50 crowns per 
month. He afterwards enjoyed a similar situation usder 
the viceroy of Naples. Jn 1697, he was made correspond¬ 
ing or honorary member of the royal society of London, to 
which he bad previously sent his “ Idea historico-physica 

1 Pilkington—Strutt.—Roscoe’s Leo. 

5 Diet. Hist.—Mon ri.—Haller and Manget. 
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tie magno trinacriae terrse motu,” which is published in 
their transactions. He was the first Sicilian physician who 
had received-that honour. He wrote also “Pyrologia to- 
pographica, id est, de igne dissertatio, juxta loca, cum 
eorum descriptione,” Neapoli, 1692, 4to. “ Febris rheu¬ 
matic® malignse, historia medica,” Messina, 1712, 8vo. 
t( Preserve salutari contro il contagioso malore,” Messina, 
1621, 4to. He died about the year 1731. 1 

BOUCHA11DON (Edmund), a French sculptor, was 
the son of a sculptor and architect, and born at Chaumont 
in Bassigni in 1698. He was drawn by an irresistible pas¬ 
sion for these two arts, but confined himself at length to 
the former. After having passed some time at Paris under 
the younger Coustou, anil obtained the prize at the aca¬ 
demy in 1722, he was carried to Rome at the king’s ex¬ 
pence. Upon his return from Italy, where his talents had 
been greatly improved, he adorned Paris with his works : 
a list of them may be seen in a life of him, published in 
1762, 12mo, by the count de Caylus, but some of them no 
longer exist, particularly his fine equestrian statue of Louis 
XV. formerly in the square named after that monarch. In 
1744 he obtained a place in the academy ; and, two years 
after, a professorship. He died July 17, 1762, a loss 
to the arts, and much lamented ; for he is described as a 
man of great talent, disinterested spirit, and of most ami¬ 
able manners. Music was his object in the hours of recre¬ 
ation, and his talents in this way were very considerable. 
Count Caylus, in his <c Tableaux tires de 1’Iliade et de 
l’Odysse d’Homcre,” mentions Bouchardon, with honour, 
among the few artists who borrowed their subjects from Ho¬ 
mer, and relates the following anecdote : “ This great ar¬ 
tist having lately read Homer in an old and detestable 
French translation, came one day to me, his eyes sparkling 
with fire, and said, ‘ Since I have read this book, men 
seem to be fifteen feet high, and all nature is enlarged in 
my sight’.” This anecdote, however, does not give a very 
high idea of the education of a French artist, and a profes¬ 
sor of the art. 9 

BOUCHAUD (Matthew Anthony), a law-writer of 
great reputation in France, was born at Paris, April 16, 
1719, of an honourable family. His father, who was also 
a lawyer, spared no expence in his education. From the 

1 Diet. Hist,—Moreri.—Haller and Mangst. * Diet. Hist.—Argenville. 
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age of sixteen he studied jurisprudence with such persever¬ 
ance and success as to be admitted to a doctor’s degree in 
1747. Being employed to prepare the articles on jurispru¬ 
dence and canon law for the Encyclopaedia, be wrote those 
on council, decretals, &c. but, for what reason we are 
not told, they gave offence to the encyclopedists, who be¬ 
came on that account his enemies, and prevented him for 
some time front attaining the raid-: of professor, which was 
the object of his ambition. Bonchaud, however, consoled 
himself by cultivating a taste for modern poetry. He 
translated several of the dramas of Apostolo Zeno into 
French, and published them in 1758, 2 vols. 12mo, and in 
1764 he translated the English novel of “ Lady Julia Mau* 
deville.” In the interval between these two, he published 
“ Essai sur la poesie rbythinique,” 1763, which was 
thought a work of great merit. This was followed by the 
first of his more professional labours, “ Traite de l’impot 
du vingtieme sur les successions, et de l’impot sur les mar- 
chandises chez les Remains,” a very curious history of the 
taxes which the ancient emperors imposed. In 1766, on 
the death of M. Hardron, he was elected into the French 
academy, notwithstanding the opposition of the encyclope¬ 
dists, whose dislike seems not ill calculated to give us a fa¬ 
vourable idea of the soundness of his principles. This was 
followed by a law professorship, and some years after he 
was advanced to the professorship of the law of nature and 
nations in the royal college ol France*. He was nominated 
to this by the king in 1774, a.id was the first professor, it 
being then founded. On this he wrote in the memoirs of 
the academy, a curious paper concerning the societies that 
were formed by the Roman publicans for the receipt of the 
taxes. The body of the publicans was taken from the or¬ 
der of knights, and had great influence and credit. They 
were called by Cicero “theornament of the capital,” and 
the “ pillars of the state.” The knights, though rich, entered 
into associations, when the taxes of a whole province were 
farmed out by the senate, because no individual was opulent 
enough to be responsible for such extensive engagements; 
and the nature of these societies or associations, and the 
various conventions, commercial and pecuniary engage¬ 
ments, occupations, and offices, to which they gave rise, 
form the subject of this interesting paper, which was fol¬ 
lowed by various others on topics of the same nature. In 
1777 he published his “Theorie des traifos de commerce 
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entre les nations,” the principles of which seem to be 
founded on justice and reciprocal benefits. In 1784 ap¬ 
peared another curious work on the ancient Roman laws and 
policy, entitled, “ Recherches historiques sur la Police des 
Romains, concernant les grands chemins, les rues, et les 
marches.” llis “ Comnientaire sur les lois des douze ta¬ 
bles,” first published in 1767, was reprinted in 1803, with 
improvements and additions, at the expense of the French 
government, and he was employed in some treatises in¬ 
tended for the national institute, when he died, Feb. 1, 
1804, regretted as aprofound and enlightened law-writer. It 
is remarkable that in his essay on commercial treaties above- 
mentioned, he contends for our Selden’s Mare Clausum , 
as the opinion of even’ man who is not misled by an immo¬ 
derate zeal for his own country. 1 

BOUCHER (Francis), first painter to Louis XV. was 
born at Paris in 1706, and was educated under Le Moine, 
after which he studied at Rome. On his return to Paris, 
he employed himself on every species of the art, but espe¬ 
cially in the light and agreeable. His Infant Jesus sleep¬ 
ing, is finely coloured, and designed with a most flowing 
contour. The Shepherd asleep on the knees of his shep¬ 
herdess, is a little landscape of singular merit. Many of 
his other landscapes are peculiarly happy. His other most 
noted pieces are pastorals for the manufacture of tapestry, 
at Beauvais ; the muses in the king’s library ; the four 
seasons, in the figure of infants, for the ceiling of the 
council-room at fontainbleau ; a bunt of tigers, &c. He 
was usual!} 7 called the painter of the graces, and the Ana¬ 
creon of painting ; but iiis works did not justify these high 
encomiums, and seem to have rather sunk m the estimation 
of his countrymen. He died of premature old age in 
1770. 2 

BOUCHER (Jonathan), a learned English clergyman 
and philologer, was born at Blencogo, in the county of 
Cumberland, March 12, 1738; and after receiving his 

education at Wigton, under the rev. Joseph Blaine, went 
in his sixteenth } ear to North America. At the proper age 
he returned to England to be ordained, previously to 
which, in 1761, the vestry of the parish of Hanover, in the 
county of King George, Virginia, had nominated him to 
the rectory of that parish. He afterwards exchanged this 

* Diet. Hist.—Month. Rev. vol. LIY. and LXIV.—Crit. Rev. vol. XLIII.— 
Saxii Onomaet. vol. VIII. a Diet. Hist. 
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for the parisli of St. Mary’s in Caroline county, Virginia, 
When the late sir Robert Eden, bart. became governor of 
Maryland, he appointed Mr. Boucher rector of St. Anne’s 
in Annapolis, and afterwards of Queen Anne’s in Prince 
George’s county, where be faithfully and zealously dis¬ 
charged the duties of a minister of the church until 1775. 

Of his exemplary conduct in the discharge of his minis¬ 
terial functions in the western hemisphere, abundant 
proof is furnished by a work published by him in the year 
1797, intituled, “A View of the Causes and Consequences 
of the American Revolution, in thirteen discourses, 
preached in North America between the years 1763 and 
1775.” In the preface to that work, which contains anec¬ 
dotes and observations respecting the writers and most emi¬ 
nent persons concerned in the American Revolution, he 
observes, that, “cast as his lot was by Providence, in 
a situation of difficult duty, in such an hour of dan¬ 
ger, it would have been highly reproachful to have 
slept on his post. Investigations on the important sub¬ 
jects of religion and government, when conducted with 
sobriety and decorum, can never be unseasonable ; but 
they seem to be particularly called for in times like those 
in which these discourses were written—times when the 
kings of the earth stood up, and the rulers took counsel against 
the Lord and against his anointed, saying. Let us break their 
bonds asunder, and cast away their cords from us .” He 
adds, in the words of Bishop Wetenhall’s preface to his 
Royal Sermons, printed in Ireland in 1695, that his Dis¬ 
courses in America were preached by him “ with a sincere 
intention of conscientiously performing his duty, and ap¬ 
proving himself to God, in his station, by doing what lay in 
him (at a time of exigence) to confirm the wavering, to 
animate the diffident, to confirm, excite, and advance all 
in their loyalty and firm adhesion to his gracious majesty, 
our present, alone, rightful liege lord and sovereign.” 
Indeed, these sermons unequivocally demonstrate that 
their pious author was not to be deterred, by the personal 
difficulties in which the schism and faction that then pre¬ 
vailed had placed him, from maintaining, with undaunted 
resolution, those doctrines, political and religious, in which 
he had been educated. 

In 1784, long after his return to England, he was pre¬ 
sented by the rev. John Parkhurst, editor of the Greek and 
Hebrew Lexicons, to the vicarage of Epsom in Surrey; hut 
' the same year he had the misfortune to lose his first wife. 
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who was a native of Maryland, of genteel connections, and 
of the same name and family as the celebrated Joseph Ad¬ 
dison, whom in many of the great points of his character 
she resembled.—Through life Mr. Boucher enjoyed the 
society and friendship of men of erudition and science ; and 
on various occasions employed his pen, not only in defence 
of those political principles on which the British monarchy 
is founded, but in critical inquiries, and in theological du¬ 
ties. Of his discourses from the pulpit in Great Britain, 
two Assize Sermons, preached in 1798, have been printed, 
and fully justify the request of the Grand Juries to whom 
we are indebted for their publication. He was also an am¬ 
ple contributor to Mr. Hutchinson’s History of Cumberland. 
The account of the parish of Brointteld, and the very inte¬ 
resting biographical sketches of eminent Cumberland men, 
published in the same work, and marked “ Biographia Cum- 
briensis,” were written by him. Mr. Boucher was a patriot 
in the best sense of the word: he was ever anxious to pro¬ 
mote the happiness of his fellow countrymen ; and in many 
instances personally contributed, either by pecuniary or 
literary exertions, to meliorate the condition of society. 
In 1792, he published an anonymous pamphlet, subscribed 
“ A Cumberland Man,” which was reprinted in the Ap¬ 
pendix to sir Frederick Morton Eden’s “ State of the Poor,” 
published in 1797. This pamphlet is addressed to the in¬ 
habitants of Cumberland, and has for its object the im¬ 
provement of that county in every point which can render 
a country opulent and happy. 

During the last fourteen years of his life, Mr. Boucher’s 
literary labours were chieHy dedicated to the compilation of 
a Glossary of Provincial and Archaeological words, intended 
as a “ Supplement to Dr. Johnson’s Dictionary,” the pro¬ 
posals for which he issued in 1802, under the title of 
“ Linguae Anglican® Veteris Thesaurus.” The printed 
aid which he collected for this work appeared sufficiently 
by the library he left, and which was sold by auction after 
his death. Few collections are more copious in early 
printed literature. A part of this undertaking was pub¬ 
lished in 1807, containing words under the letter A. by 
which it appeared that the author’s plan, including Scotch 
words, was more extensive than originally intended. The 
encouragement given to this specimen has not been suffi¬ 
cient to induce his relatives to publish more, or to encou¬ 
rage any gentleman of adequate talents to attempt the com- 
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pletion of the work. Mr. Boucher died April 27, 1804 , 
leaving eight children by his second wife Mrs. James, wi¬ 
dow of the rev. Mr. James, rector of Arthuret, &c. in Cum¬ 
berland, whom he married in 1781).’ 

BOUCHIER. See BOURCHIER. 

BOUETTE DE BLEMUR (Jacqueline), a lady, who 
merits some notice as a specimen of French female piety in 
former days, was born Jan. 8, 1618. Her parents, who 
were of noble rank, and distinguished for their piety, gave 
her a suitable education, aud from the age of five she was 
brought up with one of her aunts in the abbey royal of the 
Holy Trinity at Caen. When eleven, at her own earnest re¬ 
quest, she was^admitted to take the habit, and such was her 
wise conduct, that only four years after, she was appointed 
mistress of the novices. She was soon after chosen prio¬ 
ress, and then commenced her great work, the “ Ann6e Be¬ 
nedictine,” or lives of the saints, the application to which, 
however, did not make her relax from the duties of her of¬ 
fice. One of the consequences of her biographical labours, 
was a more enlarged sense of what, in her opinion, she 
ought to do, and to be, after the example of the Saints 
whose lives she was writiug. She blushed, we are told, to 
praise and to record what she did not practise (not a com¬ 
mon feeling among biographers), and although she knew 
that the kingdom of heaven was not to be gained by ab¬ 
stinence from certain meats, yet she firmly believed that in 
order to be the exact imitator of St. Benedict, she must 
join that privation to her other rules: and had an occasion 
to bring her principles to the test, when the duchess of 
Mecklenburgh formed the design of a new establishment at 
Chatillon of the female Benedictines of the Holy Sacra¬ 
ment, and requested her to be one of the number. Ma¬ 
dame Bouette assented, although then sixty years old, and 
from the rank of prioress in the abbey of St. Trinity, con¬ 
descended to the humble state of a novice in this new es¬ 
tablishment, and afterwards preferred the lowest place in it 
to the rank of abbess which was afterwards offered to her. 
In her last days, her strength, bodily and mental, decayed: 
she became blind, and lame, and lost the use of speech, 
in which state she died March 24, 1696, leaving the fol¬ 
lowing momuments of her industry: J. “ L’Annde Bene¬ 
dictine, ou, Les Vies des Saints de l’ordre de St. Benoit,” 

* Life in Gent. Mag. 1804, drawn up by the late sir Fred. Morton Eden, bar* 
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Paris, 1667, 7 vols. 4to. 2. “ Eloges de plusieurs per¬ 
sonnel iliustres en piet6 de 1’ordre de St. Benoit,” 2 'vols. 
4to. 3. “ Vie de Fourrier de Matineourt.” 4. “ Exer- 
cices de la Mort.” 5. “ Vies des Saintes,” 2 vols. fol. 6. 
“ Monologue historique de la Mere de Dieu,” Paris, 1682, 
4to. These works are written with some degree of elegance 
of style, but her lives are replete with those pious fables 
which amused the religious houses, and those superstitious 
austerities which regulated their conduct in former times.* 
BOUFLERS (Louis Francis, duc de), peer and mard- 
chal, distinguished in the French history, was born Jan. 
10, 1644. His dispositions for the art of war having dis¬ 
played themselves at a very early period, he was chosen 
in 1669 to be colonel of a regiment of dragoons, at the 
head of which he demonstrated his bravery under the 
xnarechal de Crequi, and under Turenne. He received a 
dangerous wound at the battle of Voerden ; and another in 
the affair of Entsheim, to the capture whereof he contri¬ 
buted much, by the confession of Turenne. After several 
signal exploits, he gained immortal renown by the defence 
of Lille in 1708. The siege lasted near four months. 
Bouflers said to his officers, “ Gentlemen, I trust to you ; 
but I answer for myself.” Prince Eugene carried on the 
siege with so much vigour that it was obliged to submit. 
“ 1 am very vain,” said he to Bouflers, “ on having taken 
Lille; but I had rather still have the glory of having de¬ 
fended it like you.” The king rewarded him for this ser¬ 
vice as if he had gained a battle. He was created a peer 
of France ; had the honours of first gentleman to the king, 
and the reversion of the government of Flanders for his 
eldest son. When he entered the parliament for his first 
reception in it, turning to a crowd of officers who had 
defended Lille with him, he said, “ It is to you that I am 
indebted for all the favours that are heaped upon me, and 
on you 1 reflect them ; 1 have nothing to glory in but the 
honour of having been at the head of so many brave men.” 
During the siege, one of his party having proved to him 
that he could easily kill prince Eugene, “ Your fortune is 
made,” returned Bouflers, “ if you can take him prisoner: 
but you shall be punished with the utmost severity if you 
make an attempt on his life ; and if I but suspected that 
you had any such intention, I would have you shut up for 
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the rest of your life.” This generosity, which formed ft 
part of his character, induced him to ask permission to 
serve under the orders of marechal de Villars, though lie 
was his senior. At the battle of Malplaquet in 1709, he 
made the retreat in such good order, that he left behind 
him neither cannon nor prisoners. The marquis de Bouflers 
united the virtues of a good citizen with the activity of a 
general; serving his prince as the ancient Romans served 
their republic; accounting his life as nothing when the 
safety of his country was in question. The king having 
ordered him to go and succour Lille, and having left to 
himself the choice of his lieutenants ; he set out that in¬ 
stant, without settling his affairs, or taking leave of his 
family, and chose for his officers a man that had been dis¬ 
graced, and a prisoner of the Bastille. His magnificence 
was equal to his love for his country and his sovereign. 
When Louis XIV. formed the camp of Compiegne, to 
serve as a lesson to his graudson the duke of Burgundy, 
and as a spectacle to the court, Bouflers lived there in 
such a splendid style, that the king said to Livri, his 
maitre-d’hotel, “ The duke of Burgundy must not keep a 
table; we cannot outdo the marechal; the duke of Bur¬ 
gundy shall dine with him when he goes to the camp.” 
This patriot general died at Fontainbleau, Aug. 22, 1711, 
aged 68. “ In him (writes madame de Maintenon) the 

heart died last.” We read in the continuation of the 
history of England by Rapin, an anecdote too honourable 
to the memory of this great man to be passed over here in 
silence. King William having taken Namur, in 16y#, 
made Bouflers prisoner, in violation of the articles that 
had been agreed on. Surprised at so unjust a pro¬ 
ceeding, the marechal, fresh from the" glorious defence he 
had made, demanded the reason of this perfidious treat¬ 
ment. He was answered that it was by way of reprisals 
for the garrison of Dixmude and of Deinse, which the 
French had detained contrary to capitulation. “ If that be 
the case (said Bouflers), then my garrison ought to be 
arrested, and not I.” “ Sir (he was answered), you are 

valued at more than ten thousand men.” 1 

BOUGAINVILLE (John Peter de), born at Paris 
Dec. 1, 1722, was educated with great care. His talents 
thus improved procured him celebrity at an early period. 
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and obtained for him the places most flattering to literary 
men at Paris. He became pensionary and secretary to 
the royal academy of inscriptions, member of the French 
academy, and some other foreign societies, censor-royal, 
keeper of the hall of antiquities at the Louvre, and one of 
the secretaries in ordinary to the duke of Orleans. His 
extraordinary industry impaired his health, and brought 
on premature old age, of which he died at the chateau de 
Loches, June 22, 1763, at the age of forty-one. llis ta¬ 
lents and personal virtues acquired him zealous patrons 
and affectionate friends. In his writings, as in his man¬ 
ners, all was laudable, and yet nothing shewed the desire 
of being praised. With the talents that contribute to 
fame, he principally aspired at the honour of being useful. 
Nevertheless, literary 7 ambition, which is not the weakest 
of ambitions, found him not insensible. Accordingly he 
was desirous of being admitted of the French academy ; he 
made vigorous application to Duclos, at that time secre¬ 
tary ; mentioning, among other things, that he was af¬ 
flicted with a disorder that was sapping his constitution, 
and that consequently his place would soon be vacant again; 
the secretary, an honest man, but of a hard and rough 
character, replied, with more wit than feeling, that it was 
not the business of the French academy to administer ex¬ 
treme unction. He wrote, 1. A translation of the Anti- 
Lucretius of the cardinal de Polignac, 2 vols. 8vo, or one 
vol. 12mo, preceded by a very sensible preliminary dis¬ 
course. 2. Parallel between the expedition of Kouli Khan 
in the Indies, and that of Alexander, a work of great 
learning, abounding in ideas, flights’ 1 of imagination and 
eloquence; but sometimes rather bombastic. He also 
wrote several papers of very superior merit in the Memoirs 
of the French Academy. In his twenty-filth year he wrote 
a tragedy on the death of Philip, father of Alexander, 
which is said to evince considerable talents for poetry 7 ; and 
in the Magazin Encyclopedique was lately published a 
metrical translation by him of the Hymn of Cleanthes, 
which appears to have suggested to Pope his Universal 
Prayer. 1 

BOUGEANT (William Hyacinth), a French historian 
and miscellaneous writer, was born at Quimper, Nov. 4, 
1690, and entered among the Jesuits in 1706. In 1710, 
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after finishing his course of philosophy, he taught Latin at 
Caen, and afterwards rhetoric at Nevers. From that time 
he remained principally in the college of Louis le Grand 
at Paris, until his death, Jan. 7, 1743, employing himself 
in writing. Besides the part which he took for many years 
in the “ Memoires de Trevoux,” he wrote : k. “ Anacr on 
and Sappho,” dialogues in Greek verse, Caen, 1712, 8vo. 
2. “ Reeucil d’observations physiques tirtfes des meiHours 
ecrivains,” Paris, 1719, 12mo, to which were added two 
more volumfes, 1726 and 17SO, by Gro/.elier. 3. “ Histoire 
des guerres et des negociations qui precederent le traitd 
de Westphalie sous le regne de Louis XIII. &c.” 1727, 
4to, and 2 vols. 12mo, taken from the Memoirs of count 
d’Avaux, the French ambassador. This history still en¬ 
joys high reputation in France. 4. “ F.xposition de la 
Doctrine Chretienne par denmndes et par reponses,” 1741, 
4to, and some other theological tracts that are now for¬ 
gotten. 5. “ Histoire du traite de Westphalie,” 2 vols 4to, 
and 4 vols. 12mo, a superior work to that mentioned before, 
and highly praised by all French historians. It did not 
appear until after his death, in 1744. Besides these he 
wrote several pieces of a lighter kind, as an ingenious 
romance, entitled “ Voyage Merveilleux du prince Fan- 
Feredin dans la Romaucie, &c.” 1735, 12mo; “Amuse¬ 
ment philosophique sur le Langagedes Betes,” 1739,12mo, 
which, being censured for its satire, the author was ba¬ 
nished for some time to la Fleche, and endeavoured to de¬ 
fend himself in a letter to the abbe Savaletta, He wrote 
also some comedies of very little meri% but liis reputation 
chiefly rests on his Historical works. 1 

BOUGICRKL (JoShPii), a French biographer, descended 
frosn an honourable family in Provence, was a priest of 
the oratory, and born at Aix in 1680, where he was also 
educated. The love of a retired life induced him to be¬ 
come a member of the congregation of the oratory, where 
be taught the belles lettres with fame ami success, and 
filled the several posts of his profession with great credit. 
Happening to be at Marseilles during the plague in 1719 
and 1720, lie risked his life in administering relief to the 
diseased. He appears to have been in that city also in 
1726, but some time after came to Paris, where he passed 
his life in the house belonging to his order, in high esteem 
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with all who knew him. He died of a stroke of apoplexy, 
March 19, 1733. Just before his death he had prepared 
for the press his lives of the illustrious men of Provence, 
which was to have formed four volumes, 4to, and was to 
be published by subscription, but vve do not hud that the 
scheme was carried into execution by his friends. During- 
his life he published in the literary journals, various me¬ 
moirs of eminent men, and, in separate publications, tha 
Life of Gassendi, Paris, 1737, of John Peter Gjbert, ibid. 
1737, l2nio; and apart of his great work, under the title, 
of “ Memo! res pour servir a I’histoire ties homines illustres 
tie Provence,” ibid. 1752, 12mo, containing fourteen lives. 1 

BOUGL'FR (PetK it), a celebrated French mathema¬ 
tician, was born at Croisic, in Lower Bretagne, the 10th 
of February 1698. lie was the son of John Bouguer, 
professor royal of hydrography, a tolerable good mathe¬ 
matician, and author of “ A complete 'Freatise on Naviga¬ 
tion.” Young Bouguer was accustomed to learn mathe- 
inatics from his father, from the time lie was able to speak, 
and thus became a very early proficient in those sciences. 
He was sent soon after to the Jesuits’ college at Valines, 
where he had the honour to instruct his regent in the ma¬ 
thematics, at eleven years of age. Two years after this he 
had a public contest with a professor of mathematics, upon 
a proposition which the latter had advanced erroneously; 
and he triumphed over him; upon which the professor, 
unable to bear the disgrace, left the country. Two years 
after this, when young Bouguer had not yet finished his 
studies, he lost his father, whom lie was appointed to suc¬ 
ceed in his office, of hydrographer, after a public examina¬ 
tion of bis qualifications, being-then only fifteen years of 
age ; an occupation which he discharged with great respect 
and dignity at that early age. 

In 1727, at the age of twenty-nine, he obtained the 
prize proposed by the academy of sciences, for the best 
way of masting of ships. This first success of Bouguer was 
soon after followed bv two others of the same kind ; lie 
successively gained the prizes of 1729 anti 1731 ; the for¬ 
mer, for the best manner of observing at sea the height of 
the stars, and the latter, for the most advantageous way of 
observing the declination of the magnetic needle, or the 
variation of the compass. In 1729, he gave an “ Optical 


1 Moreri- 

V 2 



196 


B O U G U E R. 


Essay upon the Gradation of Lighta subject quite new, 
in which he examined the intensity of light, and deter¬ 
mined its degrees of diminution in passing through dif¬ 
ferent pellucid mediums, and particularly that of the sun 
in traversing the earth’s atmosphere. Mairan gave an ex¬ 
tract of this first essay in the Journal des Savans, in 1730. 
In this same year, 1730, he vps removed from the port 
of Croisic to that of Havre, which brought him into a 
nearer connection with the academy of sciences, in which 
he obtained, in 1731, the place of associate geometrician, 
vacant by the promotion of Maupertuis vn that? of pen¬ 
sioner; and in 1735 he was promoted to the ofliee of 
pensioner-astronomer. The same year he was sent on the 
commission to South America, along with messieurs Godin, 
Condamine, and Jeussieu, to determine the measure of 
the degrees of the meridian, and the figure of the earth. 
In this painful and troublesome business, of ten years du¬ 
ration, chiefly among the lofty Cordelier mountains, our 
author determined many other new circumstances, beside 
the main object of the voyage ; such as the expansion and 
contraction of metals and other substances, by the sudden 
and alternate changes of beat and cold among those monn- 
tains; observations on the refraction of the atmosphere 
from the tops of the same, with the singular phenomenon 
of the sudden increase of the refraction, when the star can 
he observed below the line of the level; the laws of the 
density of the air at different heights, from observations 
made at different points of these enormous mountains ; a 
determination that the mountains have an effect upon a 
plummet, though he did not assign the exact quantity of 
it; a method of estimating the errors committed bv navi¬ 
gators in determining their route; a new construction of 
the log for measuring a ship’s "ay ; with several other 
useful improvements. Other inventions of Bouguer, made 
upon different occasions, were as follow: the heliometer, 
being a telescope with two object-glasses, affording a good 
method of measuring the diameters of the larger planets 
with ease and exactness : his researches on the figure in 
which two lines or tno long ranges of parallel trees ap¬ 
pear : his experiments on the famous reciprocation of the 
pendulum: and those upon the manner of measuring the 
force of the light: &e. &c. 

The close application which Bouguer gave to study, 
undermined his health, and terminated his life the 15th of 
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August 1758, at 60 years of age.—His chief works, that 
have been published, are, 1. “ The Figure of the Earth, 
determined by the observations made in South America,” 
1749, in 4to. 2. “Treatise on Navigation and Pilotage,” 
Paris, 1752, in 4to. This work was abridged by M. La 
Oaille, in 1 vol. 1768, 8vo, and was reprinted in 1769 and 
1781, and in 1792 with the notes of Lalande. 3. “Trea¬ 
tise on Ships, their construction and motions,” 1756, 4to. 
4. “ Optical treatise on the Gradation of Light,” first is 
1729 ; then a new edition in 1760, in 4to. 

His papers that were inserted in the Memoirs of the 
Academy, are very numerous and important. They ap¬ 
pear in their volumes from 1726 to 1757. 

In his earlier years, Mr. Bouguer had lived in a state of 
seclusion from general intercourse with the world, and he 
had thus acquired a cast of temper, which marked his cha¬ 
racter in more advanced life. Although he was universally 
acknowledged to possess superior talents, and to be distin¬ 
guished by an assiduity and zeal, no less successful than 
indefatigable, in various departments of useful science, he 
indulged a degree of suspicion and jealousy, with regard 
to his reputation, which disgusted some of those with whom 
he was under a necessity of associating, and which dis¬ 
quieted his own mind. Fill I v sensible of the importance 
and utility of his own performances, he was apt to con-' 
sider others, who were engaged in similar pursuits, as com¬ 
petitors with himself, and to grudge them the reputation 
which they justly acquired, from an apprehension that his 
own credit would he thus diminished. Hence arose his 
disputes with La Condaniine, one of the companions of his 
voyage, and associate in his labours in America; and the 
mortification he experienced from the public suffrage that 
seemed to have been bestowed on that academician. His 
character in other respects was distinguished for modesty 
and simplicity. The truths of religion were instilled into 
him along with the first principles of geometry, and had 
made such an impression upon histniml, as to regulate and 
adorn his moral conduct. On his death-bed he cherished 
the same views which had thus guided him through life, 
and he closed his career with philosophical fortitude, and 
with a piety and resignation truly Christian.—In the year 
1784, a vdry singular book was published at Paris, en¬ 
titled “ Relation de ia conversion et de mort tie Bou¬ 
guer,” by P. La Berthonie. His piety naturally offended 
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Lalamle, who, in noticing this book, ascribes his piety to 
fear; ibis was a common opinion with the French deists, 
and hud very pernicious intiuence on the minds of their 
disciples. Lulande, however, if our information be not 
incorrect, lived to experience the fear he once ridiculed. 1 

BOGH1FR (John), president a morticr of the parlia¬ 
ment of Dijon, and a member of the French academy, was 
born March 16, 1673. He began his studies under the 
direction of his father (who was also president a mor/ier of 
the same parliament) at the Jesuits’ college of Dijon, and 
finished them in 1633 with great approbation. Being as 
yet too young for the law schools, he studied the elements 
of that science in private, and perfected himself at the 
same time in the Greek language. He also learned Ita¬ 
lian, Spanish, and acquired some knowledge of the He¬ 
brew 7 . After two years thus usefully employed, he went 
through a course of law at Paris and Orleans ; and in 16D2 
lie became counsellor of the parliament of Dijon. In 1704 
he was appointed president, the duties of winch office he 
executed until 1727, and with an assiduity and ability not 
very common. In this latter year he was elected into the 
academy, on the condition thal he would quit Dijon and 
settle at Paris, to which con lition he acceded, hut was 
pliable to perform his promise, for want of health. Though 
•remote, however, from the capital, he eouhl not remain in 
obscurity ; but from the variety and extent of his learning, 
he was courted and consulted by the literati throughout 
Kurope : and many learned men, who had availed them¬ 
selves of his advice, dedicated their works to him. At 
length, his constitution being worn out with repeated at¬ 
tacks of the gout, he died March 17, 1716. A friend ap¬ 
proaching his bed, within an hour of his death, found him 
in a seemingly profound meditation, lie made a sign that 
he wished not to be disturbed, and with difficulty pro¬ 
nounced the words J'epie la mort —“ 1 am watching death.” 
Notwithstanding his business and high reputation as a 
lawyer, he contrived to employ much of his time in the 
cultivation of polite literature, and wrote many papers on 
critical and classical subjects in the literary journals. Se¬ 
parately he published, 1. A poetical translation, not in¬ 
elegant, but somewhat careless, of Petronius on the Civil 

1 Hutton’s Mathematical Diet.—Rees’s Cyclopedia.—Brewster’s Edinburgh 
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War between Caesar and Pompey, with two epistles of 
Ovid, &e. Amst. 1737, 4to. Alluding to the negligence 
which sometimes appears in his poetry, his wife, a very 
ingenious lady, used to say, “ Confine yourself to think¬ 
ing, and let me write.” 2. “ Remarques sur les Tuscu- 
lanes de Ciceron, avec une dissertation sur Sardanapnle, 
dernier roi d’Asyrie,” Paris, 1737, 12mo. 3. “ Des Let- 

tres sur les Therapeutes,” 1712. 4. “Dissertations sur 

Herodote,” with memoirs of the life of Bouhier, 1746, Di¬ 
jon, 4to. 5. “ Dissertation sur le grand pontificat des 
empereurs ltomains,” 1742, 4to. 6. “ Explications de 
queiques marbres antiques,” in the collection of M. Le 
Bret, 1733, 4to. 7. “ Observations sur la Coutume de 
Bourgogne,” Diion, 2 vols. fol. A complete edition of 
his law works was published in 17 87, fol. by M. de Bevy, 
lie wrote a very learned dissertation on the origin of the 
Greek and Latin letters, which is printed in Montfaucon’s 
Palaeography, Paris, 170S, p. 553 ; and his “ lleuiarques 
sur Ciceron” were reprinted at Paris in 1746. 1 

BOUHOUHS (Dominick), a celebrated French critic, 
was born at Paris in 1 628 ; and has by some been consi¬ 
dered as a proper person to succeed Malherbe, who died 
about that time. He entered into the society of Jesuits at 
sixteen, and was appointed to read lectures upon polite 
literature in the college of Clermont at Paris, where he 
had studied; hut he was so incessantly attacked with the 
head-ach, that he could not pursue the destined task. lie 
afterwards undertook the education of two sons of the duke 
of Longueville, which he discharged to the entire satisfac¬ 
tion of the duke, who had such a regard for him, that he 
would needs die in his arms; and the “Account of the 
pious and Christian death” of this great personage was the 
first work which Buuhours gave the public. He was scut 
to Dunkirk to the popish refugees from England ; and, in 
the midst of his missionary occupations, found time to 
compose and publish many works of reputation. Among 
these were “ Entretiens d’Ariste & d’Eugene,” a work of 
a critical nature, which was printed no less than five times 
at Paris, twice at Grenoble, at Lyons, at Brussels, at Am¬ 
sterdam, at Leyden, &c. and embroiled him with a great 
number of critics, and wirn Menage in particular; who, 
however, lived in friendship with our author before and 
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after. There is a passage in this work which gave great 
offence in Germany, where he makes it a question, 
“ Whether it. be possible that a German could be a wit?” 
The fame of it, however, and the pleasure he took in read¬ 
ing it, recommended Bouhours so effectually to the cele¬ 
brated minister Colbert, that he trusted him with the edu¬ 
cation of his son, the marquis of Segnclai. The Remarks 
anti Doubts upon the French language has been reckoned 
one of the most considerable of our author’s works; and 
may be read with great advantage'by those who would per¬ 
fect themselves in that tongue. Pvlcnage, in his Observa¬ 
tions upon the French language, has given his approbation 
of it in the following passage : “ The book of Doubts,” 
says he, “ is written with great elegance, and contains 
many line observations. And, as Aristotle has said, that 
reasonable doubt is the beginning of all real knowledge; so 
we may say also, that the man who doubts so reasonably 
as the author of this book, is himself very capable of de¬ 
ciding. For this reason perhaps it is, that, forgetting the 
title of his work, he decides uftener than at first he pro¬ 
posed.” Bouhours was the author of another work, “ The 
art of pleasing in conversation,” of which INI. de la Crose, 
who wrote the eleventh volume of the Bibliotheque Uni- 
verselle, has given an account, which he begins with this 
elogimn upon the author: “ A very little skill,” says he, 
“ in style and manner, will enable a reader to discover the 
author of this work. He will see at once the nice, the 
ingenious, and delicate turn, the elegance and politeness 
of fatjttr Bouhours. Add to this, the manner of writing in 
dialogic, the custom of quoting himself, the collecting 
strokes of wit, the little agreeable relations interspersed, 
and a certain mixture of gallantry and morality which is 
altogether peculiar to this Jesuit. This work is inferior to 
nothing we have seen of father Bouhours. He treats in 
twenty dialogues, with an air of gaiety, of every thing 
which can find a way into conversation ; and, though he 
avoids being systematic al, yet he gives his reader to under¬ 
stand, that there is no subject whatever, either of divinity, 
philosophy, law, or physic, &c. hut may be introduced 
into conversation, provided it be clone with ease, polite¬ 
ness, and in a manner free from pedantry and affectation.” 

He died at Paris, in the college of Clermont, upon the 
27th of May 1702; after a life spent, says Moreri, under 
puch constant aud violent fits of the head-ach, that he had 
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but few intervals of perfect ease. The following is a list 
of his works with their dates : 1. “ Les Entretiens d’Ariste 
et d’Eugene,” 1671, 12n»o. 2. “ liemarques et Doutes 

sur la langue Frangaise,” 3 vols. 12mo. 3 . “ La Manier 

de bien penser sur les ouvrages d’esprit,” Paris, 1692, 
12tno. 4. “ Pensees in<jenieuses des anciens et des mo- 

O ^ I 

derncs,” Paris, 1691, 12mo. In this work he mentions 
Boiicau, whom he had omitted in the preceding; but when 
he expected Boileau would acknowledge the favour, he 
coolly replied, “ You have, it is true, introduced me in your 
new work, but in very bad company,” alluding to the fre¬ 
quent mention of some Italian and French versifiers whom 
Boileau despised. 5. “ Pensees ingenieuses des Peres de 
1’Eglise,” Paris, 1700. This he is said to have written as 
an answer to the objection that he employed too much of 
liis time on profane literature. 6. “ Ilistoire du grand- 
maitre d’Aubusson,” 1670, 4to, 1679, and lately in 1780. 
7. The Jfcres of St. Ignatius, Paris, 1756, 12mo, and of 
St. Francis Xavier, 1682, 4to, or 2 vols. 12mo. Both these 
arc written with rather more judgment than the same lives 
by Kibadeneira, but are yet replete with the miraculous 
and the fabulous. The life of Xavier was translated by 
Dryden, and published at London in 1688, with a dedica¬ 
tion to king James IJ.’s queen. Dryden, says Mr. Malone, 
doubtless undertook this task, in consequence of the queen, 
when she solicited a son, having recommended herself to 
Xavier as her patron saint. 3. “ Le Nouveau Testament,” 
translated into French from the Vulgate, 2 vols. 1697— 
1703, 12 mo. 1 

BOUILLAUD. See BULLIALDUS. 

BOUILLE' (Marquis de), a French nobleman, and 
officer of bravery' and honour, was a native of Auvergne, 
and a relative of the marquis La Fayette. After having 
served in the dragoons, he became colonel of the regiment 
of Vexiti infantry. Having attained the rank of major- 
general, the king appointed him governor-general of the 
Windward islands. In 1778 he took possession of Domi¬ 
nica, St. Eustatiu, and soon after St. Christopher’s, Nevis, 
and Montserrat. His conduce while in that command was 
allowed by the English commanders to be honourable and 
disinterested. On his return, he was made lieutenant- 
general. On the breaking out of the revolution in 1789, 
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finding that he commanded iri the three bishoprics, he 
brought back to its duty the revolted garrison of Metz, and 
on that occasion saved the life of M. de Pont, intendant of 
-the province. He afterwards caused Francois de Neuf- 
chateau, and two other electors, arrested by order .of the 
king’s attorney, to be set at liberty. On the 5tli of .Sep¬ 
tember the same year, the national assembly was informed 
by one of its members, Gregoire, that M. tie Bouille had 
not administered the civic oath individually, and a decree 
was passed obliging him to do so. In I?9(), he was com¬ 
missioned to bring under subjection the garrison of Nancy, 
which had risen against its chiefs; accordingly he advanced 
upon the town with four thousand men, ami succeeded in 
this enterprise, in which he shewed much bravery, and 
whidi at first gained him great praises from the national 
assembly, and afterwards as many reproaches. Being 
chosen by the unfortunate Louis XVI. to facilitate his 
escape from Paris in June 1791, he marched ajtittle head 
of a body of troops to protect the passage of^Uie royal 
family ; but this design failed from reasons now weil known, 
and which lie has faithfully detailed in his memoirs: and 
the marquis himself had some difficulty in making his es¬ 
cape. From Luxembourg he wrote his memorable letter 
to the assembly, threatening, that if a hair of the king’s 
head were touched, he would not leave one stone upon 
another in Paris. This served only to irritate the revolu¬ 
tionists, who decreed that he should be tried for contumacy; 
but lie was fortunately out of their reach. From Vienna 
wliithu^he had at first gone, he passed to the court of 
Swed <^5 where he was favourably received by Gustavus III. 
but after bis death, M. de Bouille found it necessary to 
retire to England, where he passed the remainder of his 
days in security, and much esteemed for his fidelity to his 
sovere gn. He died in London Nov. 14, 1800. In 1797 
he published in English, “ Memoirs relating to the French 
Involution,” 8vo ; one of those works of which future his¬ 
torians may avail themselves in appreciating the characters 
and events connected with that important period of French 
history. 1 

BOUILLET (John), a French medical writer, was born 
at Servian, in the diocese of Beziers, May 14, 1690, and 
created doctor in medicine, at Montpellier, in 1717. En- 

• Biog. Modern*.—Diet.—Hist, both erroneous in the time of Us death. 
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joying, during the course of a long life, a considerable por¬ 
tion of reputation, he was, in succession, made professor in 
mathematics, and secretary to the academy at Beziers, 
member of the royal society at Montpellier, and corre¬ 
sponding member of the academy of sciences at Paris. He 
was also author of several ingenious dissertations : “ On 
tlm properties of Rhubarb,” published at Beziers, 1717, 
4to, pr j|>ab!y his “ Inaugural Thesis.” “ Sur la cause de 
la i’esanteur,” 1720, I 21110 , which obtained for him a prize 
from the academy at Bourdeaux ; “ Avis et remedes, con- 
tre la Peste,” Beziers, 1721, Svo. “On Asthma and on 
the Gout,” m which complaints he recommends the Venice 
soap as a powerful auxiliary; “ Sur la maniere de traiter 
ia Petite Verole,” Beziers, 1736, 4to ; and some years 
after, “ On the best method of preserving the district of 
Beziers from that disease “ Recueil ties letlres, et autres 
pieces Dour servir a Fhistoire de (’academic de Beziers,” 
lT36,J^k, with several other publications. lie died in 
1770, ing a son, Henry Nicholas Bouillet, who was 
made doctor in medicine at Montpellier, and member of 
the academy of Beziers. He published, in 1759, in 4to, 
“ Observations sur i’anasarque, le bytlropesies de poitrine, 
des pericarde, £co.” 1 

BOUl.AI (O.fcsAit KrtASSr de), the historian of the uni¬ 
versity of Paris, was born at St. ICllier or Holier, and be¬ 
came professor of rhetoric in the college of Navarre, and 
afterwards register, historiographer, and rector of the uni¬ 
versity oi Pans, where he died Oct. Id, 1678. Of all his 
works, his history’ of the university of Paris, ( ^Historia 
Univer»itatis Pari&iensis,” 6 vols. 1605—1673, foe contri¬ 
buted most to his fame. The publication of this vast un¬ 
dertaking was at first interrupted by some objections from 
the tncological faculty of Paris, who carried their remon¬ 
strances to the king; hut the commissioners, whom his 
majesty employed to inspect the work, having reported 
that they saw no reason why it should not be continued, he 
proceeded to its completion, atid in 1667 published an an¬ 
swer to their objections, entitled “ Notte ad censuram.” 
Not entirely satisfied with this triumph, lie also published 
a poetical satire against them, with the title of “Ad Zoilo- 
sycophaiitam, sive Buladstarum ohtrcctatorem ” a work of 
considerable spirit and elegance of style. His history is 
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an useful repository of facts and lives of learned men con¬ 
nected with the revival of literature, and especially the pro¬ 
gress of learning in that eminent university, and is blame- 
able only for the fabulous accounts, in which our own uni¬ 
versity-historians have not been wanting, respecting the 
early history of schools of learning. Boulai’s other writ¬ 
ings are, 1. “ Tresor des antiquit6s Romanies,” Paris, 
1650, fol. 2. “ Speculum eloquentiae,” ibid. 1658, 12mo. 
3. “ I)e Patronis quatuor nationum universitatis Parisi- 
ensis,” Paris, 1662, 8vo. 4. “ Remarques sur la dignite, 
rang, preseance, autorit£, et jurisdiction du recteur de runi- 
versite de Paris,” ibid. 1668, 4to. 5. “ Recueil des Pri¬ 
vileges de rUniversit6 de Paris accordes par Jes rois de 
France depuis sa fondation, &c.” ibid. 1674, 4to. 6. 
“ Fondation de l’universite, &c.” 1675, 4to. Boulai was 
frequently involved in disputes with the members of the 
university respecting the election of officers, 8^^ which 
occasioned the publication of many papers on sub¬ 

jects, which, if we may judge from bis oxtensiv^abours, 
he must have understood very accurately ; and from these 
disputes, and the general bent of his researches, he ap¬ 
pears to have very closely resembled the celebrated histo¬ 
rian of the university of Oxford. 1 

BOULA1NVILLIERS (Henky he), cornte de St. Saire, 
where he was born October 21, 1658, of a noble and an¬ 
cient family', was educated at Juilli, by the fathers of th« 
oratory, and gave proofs of genius and abilities from his 
childhood. His chief study was history, which he after¬ 
wards cultivated assiduously, lie died January 23, 1722, 
at Paris, having been twice married, and left only daugh¬ 
ters. He was author of a History of the Arabians, and 
Mahomet, 1 2mo, “ Memoires sur 1’ancien Governement de 
France ; on 14 Jettres sur les ancieus Parlemens de 
France,” 3 vols. 12ino; “ Histoire de France jusqu’a 
Charles VIII.” 3 vols. l2mo; and “ l’Etat de la France,” 
6 vols. 12mo, in the Dutch edition, and eight in the edi¬ 
tion of Trevoux, “ Memoire presente a M. le due d’Or- 
Ieans, sur 1’Administration des Finances,” 2 vols. 12mo ; 

Histoire de la Pairie de France,” 12tno ; “ Dissertations 
sur la Noblesse de France,” 12mo. All his writings on 
the French history have been collected in 3 vols. fol. They 
are not written (says M. de Montesquieu) with all the free- 


1 Mortri.—Gen. Diet.—Luil let Juseiuen* de Savaas.—Suxii Onouiast. 
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dom and simplicity of the ancient nobility, from which ha 
descended. M. Boulainvilliers left some other works in 
MS. known to the learned, who have, with great reason, 
been astonished to find, that he expresses in them his 
doubts of the most incontestable dogmas of religion, while 
he blindly gives credit to the reveries of judicial astrology ; 
an inconsistency common to many other infidels. Mosheitn 
informs us that Boulainvilliers was such an admirer of the 
pernicious opinions of Spinosa, that he formed the design 
of expounding and illustrating it, as is done with respect to 
the doctrines of the gospel in books of piety, accommo¬ 
dated to ordinary capacities. This design he actually exe¬ 
cuted, but in such a manner as to set the atheism and im¬ 
piety of Spinosa in a clearer light than they had ever ap¬ 
peared before. The work was published by Lenglct du 
Fresnoy, who, that it might be bought with avidity, and 
read without suspicion, called it a Refutation of the Errors of 
Spinosdpbrtfully adding some separate pieces, to which this 
title may, in some measure, he thought applicable. The 
whole title runs, “ Refutation des Erreurs de Benoit de 
Spinosa, par M. de Fenelon, archeveque de Cambray, par 
le Fere Lauri Benedictin, et par M. Le Comte de Boulain¬ 
villiers, avec la Vie de Spinosa, ecrite par Jean Colerus, 
minister de l’Eglise Lutherienne de la Have, augmentee 
tie beaucoup de particularities tiroes d’une vie manuscrite 
de ce philosophe, fait par tin de ses amis,” (Lucas, the 
atheistical physician), Brussels, 1731, l2mo. The ac¬ 
count and defence of Spinosa, given by Boulainvilliers, 
under the pretence of a refutation, take up the greatest 
part of this book, and are placed first, and not last in or¬ 
der, as the title would insinuate; and the volume concludes 
with what is not in the title, a defence of Spinosa by Bre- 
denburg, and a refutation of that defence by Orobio, a 
Jew of Amsterdam.—It remains to be noticed, that his 
Life of Mahomet, which he did not live to complete, was 
published at London and Amsterdam, in 1730, Svo ; and 
about the same time an English translation of it appeared. 
His letters, also, on the French parliaments, were translated 
and published at London, 1789, 2 vols. 8vo. 1 

BOU LANGER (Nicholas Anthony), one of the earliest 
French infidels, who assumed the name of philosophers 
was born at Paris in 1722, and died therein 1759, aged 

1 Mftreri. —Diet. Hist.— Moshciiu’s Eecl. IJist.—S.ixii On'>ma.t. 
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only thirty-seven. During his education, he is* said 1c* 
have come out of the college of Beauvais almost as igiioraiie 
as he went in ; hut, struggling hard against his inapt,tude 
to study, he at length overcame it. At seventeen years of 
age he began to apply himself to mathematics and archi¬ 
tecture; aud, in three or lour years made such progress 
as to be useful to the baron of Thiers, whom lie accom¬ 
panied to the army in quality of engineer. Afterwards he 
had the supervision of the highways and bridges, and exe¬ 
cuted several public works in Champagne, Burgundy, ami 
Lorrain. In cutting through mountains, directing and 
changing the courses of rivers, and in breaking up and 
turning over the strata of the earth, he saw a multitude of 
different substances, which (he thought) evinced the great 
antiquity of it, and a long series of revolutions* which it 
must have undergone. From the revolutions in the globe, 
he passed to the changes that must have happened in the 
manners of men, in societies, in governments, in fbligion ; 
and formed many conjectures upon all these. To be far¬ 
ther satisfied, he wanted to know what, in the history of 
ages, had been said upon these particulars*, and, that he 
might be informed from the: fountain-head, he learned 
first Latin, and then Greek. Not yet content’ he plunged 
into Hebrew, Syriac, Chaldaic, and Arabic: and from 
these studies accumulated a vast, mass of singular and pa¬ 
radoxical opinions which he conveyed to the public in the 
following works: l.“Tvaite dn Despotisme Oriental," 2 
vols. 12mo. 2. “ L’antiquite devoile, par ses usages,” 2 

vols. I2mo. This was posthumous. 3. Another work, en¬ 
titled “ Lq Christianisme demusque,” Svo, is attributed 
to him, hut it is not certain that he was the author of it. 
4. He furnished to the Encyclopedic tiie articles Deluge, 
i’orvec, and Societc. 5. A dissertation on Elisha and 
Knot h. (>. He left behind him in MS. a dictionary, which 
may be regarded as a concordance in antient aud modern 
languages. Voltaire, the baron D’Holbach, and other dis¬ 
seminators of infidelity, made much use of Boulanger’s 
works, and more of his name, which, it is supposed, they 
prefixed to some of their own compositions. Barruel gives 
some reason for thinking that Bouli t.ger retracted his 
opinions before his death. His name, however, still re¬ 
mained of consequence to the party; and as late as 1791, 
an edition of his works, entitled the Philosophical Li- 
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brary, was published at the philosophic press in Swisser- 
land. 1 

BOULANGEIl (John), an engraver, who flourished 
about the year 1657, was a native of France. IJis first 
manner of engraving was partly copied from that 1 of Francis 
de Poilly ; but he afterwards adopted a manner of his own, 
which, though not original, he greatly improved ; and, 
accordingly, he finished the faces, hands, and all the naked 
parts of his figures very neatly with dots, instead of strokes, 
or strokes and dots. This style of engraving lias been of 
late carried to a high degree of perfection, particularly in 
England. Notwithstanding several defects in the naked 
parts of his figures, and in his draperies, his best prints 
are deservedly much esteemed. Such are “ A Holy Fa¬ 
mily,” from Fran. Corlebot; “ Virgin and Child,” from 
Simon Vouet; “The Pompons Cavalcade,” upon Louis, 
the XIVth coming of age, from Chauveau; “ The Virgin 
with the infant Christ,” holding some pinks, and therefore 
called “ The Virgin of the Pinks,” from Raphael ; “ The 
Virgin de Passau,” from Salario;” “Christ carrying his 
Cross,” from Nicolas Migna**d ; “ A dead Christ, sup¬ 
ported by Joseph of Arimathca.” He also engraved many 
portraits, and*, among others, that of Charles 11. of Eng¬ 
land. He likewise engraved from Leonardo de Vinci, 
Guido, Champagne, Stella, C'oypel, and other great mas¬ 
ters, as well as from his own designs. 

There was another .Ruin Boulanger, a painter, who 
was horn in 1606, and died in 1660. Mr. Fuseli informs 
us that he was a pupil of Guido, became painter to the 
court of Modena, and master of a school of art in that 
city. What remains of his delicate pencil in the ducal 
palace, proves the felicity of iiis invention, the vivid har¬ 
mony of iiis colour, and in the attitudes a spirit bordering 
on enthusiasm. Such is the Sacrifice (if it he his, as fame 
asserts) of Iphigenia ; though the person of Agamemnon is 
veiled in a manner too whimsical to be admitted in a heroic 
subject. Of his scholars, Tomaso Costa of Sassuolo, and 
Sigisinondo Caula a Modenese, excelled the rest. Costa, 
a vigorous colourist, laid his hand indiscriminately on 
every subject of art, greatly employed at Reggio, his usual 
residence, aud much at Modena, where he painted the 
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cupola of S. Vicenzo. Caula left his home only to improve 
himself at Venice, and returned with a copious and weli- 
to'ned style; but sunk to a more languid one as he advanced 
ih life. 1 

BOULLONGNE (Louis de), the elder, painter to the 
king, and professor in the French academy 7 , was born at 
Paris in 1609, and was principally distinguished for his 
ability in copying the works of the most famous ancient 
painters, which he did with astonishing fidelity. There 
are also in the church of Notre Datne at Paris three pic¬ 
tures of his own of considerable merit. He died at Paris 
in 1674, leaving the two following sons: 

BOULLONGNE (Bon de), eldest son of the preceding, 
was born at Paris in 1649, and acquired the principles of 
painting from his father, whom he resembled in his talent 
of imitating the works of the greatest masters. After a re¬ 
sidence of five years in Italy, he was admitted into the 
academy, of which he became a professor, and employed 
by Louis XIV. at Versailles and Trianon. He excelled in 
history and portrait; his designs were accurate, and his 
colouring good. Besides his paintings in fresco, in tuo 
of the chapels of the Invalids, he painted several pieces 
for the churches and public buildings of Paris, several of 
which have been engraved. We have also three etchings 
done by him, from his own compositions, viz. a species of 
“ Almanack “ St. John in the Desert;” and “ St. Bruno 
in a landscape;” its companion. He died at Paris in 
1717. His brother Louis DE Boullonunf. the younger, 
was born at Paris in 1654, and educated under his father, 
by whose instruction he made such improvement, tha* he 
obtained die prize of the academy at 18. His studies were 
completed at Rome, where he particularly studied the works 
of Raphael, aud from his copies which were sent home, the 
Gobelin tapestries were executed. After his return he was 
received into the academy in 1680 ; and his works in the 
churches of Notre Dame and the Invalids, and particularly 
his frescos in the chapel of St. Augustin, were so much 
esteemed, that Louis XIV. honoured him with his special 
patronage, allowing him a considerable pension ; confer¬ 
ring upon him the order of St. Michael; choosing him de¬ 
signer of medals to the academy of inscriptions, after the 
death pf Anthony Coy pel; appointing him his principal 
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painter, and ennobling him and all his descendants. The 
academy of painting also chose him first for its rector, and. 
afterwards director, which place he occupied till his death. 
He chiefly excelled in historical and allegorical subjects. 
From liis performances it appeared,•that he had carefully- 
studied the most eminent masters; his colouring was 
strong, his composition was in a good style, the airs of his 
heads had expression and character, and his figures were 
correctly designed. His regular attendance at the aca¬ 
demy, and his advice to the students, commanded respect: 
and the general mildness and affability of his disposition 
engaged esteem among those who knew him. He raised a 
considerable fortune by his profession, and died in 1734. 
Two sisters of this family, “ Genevieve” and “ Magdalen,’* 
painted well, and were members of the royal academy in 
1669. 1 

BOULTER (Hugh), D. D. archbishop of Armagh, pri¬ 
mate and metropolitan of all Ireland, was born in or near 
London, Jan. 4, 167 i, of a reputable and opulent family, 
received his first rudiments' of learning at Merchant-Tay- 
lox-’s school, and was admitted from thence a commoner of 
Christ-church, Oxford, some time before the Revolution. 
His merit became so conspicuous there, that immediately 
after that great event, he was elected a demiof Magdalen- 
college, with the celebrated Mr. Addison, and Dr. Joseph 
Wilcox, afterwards bishop of Rochester and dean of West¬ 
minster, from whose merit and learning Dr. Hough, who was 
then restored to the presidentship of that college (from which 
he had been unwarrantably ejected in the reign of king James 
II.) used to call this election by the name of tl^p golden 
election , and the same respectful appellation was long after 
made use of in common conversation in the college *. 
Mr. Boulter was afterwards made fellow of Magdaleu-col- 
lege. He continued in the university till he was called to 
London, by the invitation of sir Charles Hedges, principal 
Secretary of state in 1700, who made him his chaplain ; 

* Dr. Welsted, a physician, was also The primate maintained a son of the 
of this golden election, and when he doctor's, as a commoner, at Hart-hall 
became poor in the latter part of his in Oxford; and would effectually have 
life, the archbishop, though he was no provided for him, if the young gentle- 
rclation, gave him, at the least, two man had not died before he had taken 
hundred pounds a year, till his death, a degree. Dr. Wehted was one of the 
Nor did his grace’s kindness to the editors of the Oxford Pindar, and 
doctor’s family end with his decease, esteemed an excellent Greek scholar. 

1 Pilkington.—Strutt,—Abrege des Vies dcs Peintres, vol. IV. 
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ami some time after he was preferred to the same honour 
by Dr. Thomas Tcnison, archbishop of ('anUrhnrv. Ji t 
these stations he mis under a necessity ot appearing often 

at court, where his merit obtained him the patronage of 
Charles Spencer, earl* of Sunderland, principal secretary 
of state, by whose interest he was advanced to the rectory 
of St. Ohive in Southwark, and to the archdeaconry of 
Surrey. The parish of St. Olave was very populous, and 
for the most part poor, and required such a liberal and vi¬ 
gilant pastor as Dr. Boulter, who relieved their wants, 
and gave them instruction, correction, and reproof. When 
king George 1. passed over to Hano\cr in !7l‘>, Dr. Boul¬ 
ter was recommended to attend him in quality of his chap¬ 
lain, and also was appointed tutor to prince Frederic, to 
instruct him in the English tongue ; and for that purpose 
drew up for his use “A.set of Instructions.” This so re¬ 
commended him to the king, that during liis abode at 
Hanover, the bisimpric of Bristol, and deanery of Christ¬ 
church, Oxford, becoming vacant, the king granted to 
him that see anti deanery, and he was consecrated bishop 
of Bristol, outlie fifteenth of November, 1719. In tiiis 
last station he was more than ordinarily assiduous in the 
visitation of his diocese, and the discharge of his pastoral 
duty ; and during one of tiiese visitations, he received a 
letter by a messenger from the secrci irv of state, acquaint¬ 
ing him, that his majesty had nominated him to the arch¬ 
bishopric of Armagh, and primacy of Ireland, then vacant 
by the death of Dr. Thomas Lindsay, on the lot!, ol’ July, 
1724, and desiring him to repair to London as soon as 
possible, to kiss the king’s hand for Isis promotion. Alter 
some consultation on this aifair, to which he felt great re¬ 
pugnance, lie sent an answer by the messenger, refusing 
the honour the king intended him, and requesting the se¬ 
cretary to use his good offices with his majesty, in making 
his excuse, but the messenger was dispatched back to him 
by the secretary, with the king’s absolute commands that 
lie should accept of the post, to which lie submitted, 
though not without sonic reluctance, ami soon after ad¬ 
dressed himself to his journey to court. Ireland was at 
that juncture not a little inflamed, by the copper-coin 
project of one Wood, and it was thought by the king and 
ministry, that the judgment, moderation, and wisdom of 
the bishop of Bristol would tend much to allay the ferment. 
He arrived in Ireland on the third of November, 1724, 
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arid had no sooner passed patent for the primacy, than he 
appeared at all the public boards, and gave a weight and 
vigour to them ; and, in every respect, was indefatigable 
in promoting the real happiness of the people. Among 
bis other wise measures, in seasons of great scarcity in 
Ireland, he was more than once inslrnrncn;.'! in averting a 
pestilence and famine, which threatened the nation. When 
the scheme was set on foot for malting a navi; .uion, by a 
canal to be drawn from, I.ougn-Neagli to Tsit wry, not only 
for bringing coal to Dublin* but to carry on m two effec¬ 
tually an inland trade in the several counties of the north 
of Ireland, he greatlv encouraged and promoted the de¬ 
sign, not onlv with bis conn e! but his purse. Drogheda 
is a large and oojiu! ;us v. hhin the oMcrse of Armagh, 
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.Marsh’s charity; which lie e,.larged in one paKcninr : for 
as the estate be purciui-'-d for the mniotemu; ■: o» the 
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witlows apprentices, or other-/.ire to be d.-m sod oi lor the 
benefit of such children, as of; t/erret s should think propei. 
He also by bis will directed, which has since been per- 
forined, that four houses should be built tor clergymen's 
widows at Armagh, and endowed with fifty pounds a year. 
During his life, he contrac«>*d for the building of a stately 
market-house at Armagh, which was finished by bis exe¬ 
cutors, at upwards of eight hundred pounds expence. He 
was a benefactor also to Dr. Stevens’s hospital in the city 
of Dublin, erected for the maintenance and cure of tlie 
poor. His charities for augmenting small livings, and 
buying of glebes, amounted to upwards of thirty thousand 



pounds, besides what he devised by bis will for the like 
purposes in England. Though the plan of the incorpo¬ 
rated society for promoting English protestant working 
schools, cannot be imputed to primate Boulter, yet he 
was the chief instrument in forwarding the undertaking, 
which he lived to see carried into execution with consider¬ 
able success. His private charities were not less munifi¬ 
cent, but so secretly conducted, that it is impossible to 
give any particular account of them : it is affirmed by 
those who were in trust about him, that he never suffered 
an object to leave his house unsupplied, and he often sent 
them away with considerable sums, according to the judg¬ 
ment lie made of their merits and necessities.—With respect 
to his political virtues, and the arts of government, when 
Ills health would permit him he was constant in his attend¬ 
ance at the council-table, and it is well known what, weight 
and dignity lie gave to the debates of that board. As he 
always studied the true interest of Ireland, so he judged, 
that the diminishing the value of the gold coin would he a 
means of increasing silver in the country, a thing very 
much wanted; in order to effect which, he supported a 
scheme at the council-table, which raised the clamours of 
unthinking people, although experience soon demonstrated 
its wisdom. He was thirteen times one of the lords justices, 
or chief governors of Ireland ; winch office he administered 
ofteuer than am other chief governor on record. He em¬ 
barked for England June ) 712, and after two days ill¬ 
ness died at his house in Si. James's place, Sept. 27, and 
was buried in Westminster-abbey, where a stately monu¬ 
ment has been erected to his memory.—His deportment 
was grave, his aspect venerable, and liis temper meek and 
humble. He was always open and easy of access both to 
rich and poor. He was steady to the principles of liberty, 
both in religion and politics, llis learning was universal, 
yet more in substance than shew ; nor would his modesty 
permit him to make any ostentation ol it. lie always pre¬ 
served such an equal temper of mind that hardly any thing 
could ruffle, and amidst obloquy and opposition, steadily 
maintained a resolution of serving his country, embraced 
every thing proposed for the good of it, though by persons 
remarkable for their opposition to him : and when the most 
public-spirited schemes were introduced by him, and did 
not meet with the reception they deserved, he never took 
offence, but was glad when any part of his advice for the 
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public good was pursued, and was always willing to drop 
some points, that lie might not lose all; often saying, 
<£ he would do all the good to Ireland he could, though 
they did not suffer him to do all he would.” His life was 
mostly spent in action, and therefore it is not to he ex¬ 
pected that he should have left many remains of his learn¬ 
ing behind him ; nor do we know of any thing he hath 
written, excepting a few Charges to his clergy at his visita¬ 
tions, which are grave, solid, and instructive, and eleven 
Occasional Sermons, printed separately. In 17 09, however, 
were published, at Oxford, in two volumes 8vo, “ Letters 
written by his excellency Hugh Boulter, D. D. lord pri¬ 
mate of all Ireland, &c. to several ministers of state in 
England, and some others. Containing an account of the 
most interesting transactions which passed in Ireland from 
1724 to 1738.” The originals, which are deposited in the 
library of Christ church, in Oxford, were collected by 
Ambrose Philips, esq. who was secretary to his grace, and 
lived in his house during that space of time in which they 
bear date. They are entirely letters of business, and are 
all of them in I)r. Boulter’s hand-writing, excepting some 
few, which are lair copies by his secretary. The editor 
justly remarks, that these letters, which could not. be in¬ 
tended for publication, bate been fortunately preserved, 
as they contain the most authentic history of Ireland, for 
the period in which they were written : ££ a period,” he 
adds, <( which will ever do honour to his grace’s memory, 
and to those most excellent princes George the lirst and 
second, who had the wisdom to place confidence in so 
worthy, so able, and so successful a minister; a minister 
who had the rare and peculiar felicity of growing still 
more and more into the favour both of the king and of the 
people, until the very last day of his life.” It is much to 
be regretted that in some of his measures, he was opposed 
by dean Swift, particularly in that of diminishing the gold 
coin, as it is probable that they both were; actuated by au 
earnest desire of serving the country. In one affair, that 
of Wood’s halfpence, they appear to have coincided, and 
in that they both happened to encourage a public clamour 
which had little solid foundation.—The writer of archbishop 
Boulter’s Life in the Biog. Brit, seems to doubt whether 
he assisted Ambrose Philips in the paper called the 
Free thinker but of ibis we apprehend there can be no 



tWht. it was published vvin'ic lie held the living of Si. 
Oluve't. 

His widow died March 3, 1754. On the contingency of 
his having no issue by her, which was the case, he had 
bequeathed tive Irmdtv.l pounds to Magdalen-cold ge in 
Oxford, to be applied towards rebuilding the same; and a 
thousand pounds to Christ-church in the same university, 
to he applied to the purchase an estate lor founding live 
exhibitions of equal to he distributed among live of 

the poorest and m.,si deserving of the commoners of that 
college, to be enjoyed by litem far lour years from the 
time of their election ; and directed, that no connnoi.er of 
above three years standing should be elected into tile said 
exhibitions, lie vested the said election in tin: dean and 
canons of that house, and directed that the exhibitioners 
should he chosen upon a public examination in the ball, 
and recommended the sons of clergymen to be in me first 
place, certa is paribus, considered, lie also bequeathed the 
further sum of five hundred pounds to the Iasi mentioned 
college, to buy an estate, to he distributed in equal exhi¬ 
bitions to five servitors of the said college, of whom none 
were to be capable oi election who were of above .wo years 
standing, nor to enjov the exhibition longer than for three 
years ; and lie vested the l ight of election in the dean and 

chanter. 1 
» 

f sOlff.Tt >i\ (M.-vmii/w), who justly ought tube classed 
among public benefactors, the son of Matthew Boulton, by 
Christian, daughter oiMr. Peers, oi Chester, was boni at 
Birmingham Sep,. 3, 1723, and was principally educated 
at a private grammar school, kept by the rev. Mr. Austcd. 
Ho learned drawing under w'orbdge, and mathematics un¬ 
der Cooper, and iaul in a stock of that useful knowledge 
by w hich he was enabled so high;. to iinpnnc the manu¬ 
factures of ids country. So early as the year 1745, Mr. 
Boulton invented and brought to great perfection, the in¬ 
laid steel, buckles, buttons, watch chains, fee. Great 
quantities of these were exported to France, from whence 
they were re-purchased with avidity by the English, as the 
offspring of French ingenuity. His manufactory at Bir¬ 
mingham, however, being inadequate to his extensive im¬ 
provements, and further experiments, he, in I7u2, pur¬ 
chased a lease of the Soho, at Handsworth, in the county 


! Bu's. -uht.—Preface to tits Letter?. 
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of Stafford, distant about two miles; at that time, a bar¬ 
ren heath, on the bleak summit of which stood a naked 
hut, the habitation of a warrencr. These extensive tracts 
of common were converted by Mr. Boulton into the present 
super!) manufactory, which was finished in 176.5, at the 
expence of ."OOO/.; and in the year 17P !-,*he purchased the 
fee simple of Soho, and much of the other adjoining lands. 

Impelled by an ardent attachment to the arts, and bv the 
patriotic ambition of bringing his favourite Solm to the 
highest perfection, the ingenious proprietor soon esta¬ 
blished a seminary of artists, for drawing and modelling; 
and men of genius were sought for, and liberally patronized, 
which shortly led to the successful establishment of an ex¬ 
tensive manufactory of ornaments, in what the French call 
or mould ; and these ornaments not only found their way 
into the apartments of his majesty, but also into those of 
the nobility and (carious of this kingdom, France, and the 
greatest part of Kurope. 

Finding that the mill which he had erected L li infinitely 
short, even with the aid of horses, of the force which was 
necessary for the completion of his vast designs, !\lr. Boul¬ 
ton, in 1767, had recourse to that master-piece of human 
ingenuity, the steam engine. This wonderful machine was 
yet in its infancy, and did not at first, answer the expecta¬ 
tions that had been formed of it. In ! 7tl■>, Mr. James Watt, 
of Glasgow, obtained a patent for a prodigious improve¬ 
ment in the steam engine. This induced Mr. Boulton to 
form connexions with Mr. Watt, and invited him to settle 
at Soho, to which the latter consented. In 1775. parlia¬ 
ment granted a prolongation of the patent for twenty-live 
years; and Messrs. Boulton and Watt entering into a part¬ 
nership, established a very extensive manufactory of these 
engines at .' ; oho, whence most of the great mines and ma¬ 
nufactories in England continue to be supplied, and they 
are now applied in almost every mechanical purpose, where 
great power is requisite. 

Amongst the various applications of the steam engine, 
that of coining seems to be of considerable importance, as 
by its powers, all the operations are concentrated on the 
same spot. It works a number of coining machines with 
greater rapidity and exactness by a few hoys from twelve to 
fourteen years of age, than could be done by a great num¬ 
ber of strong men, without endangering their fingers, as 
the machine itself lays the blanks upon the die perfectly 
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conceutral with it, and, when struck, displaces one piece 
and replaces another. The coining mill, which was erected 
in 1788, and has since been greatly improved, is adapted 
to work eight machines, and each is capable of striking 
from sixty to an hundred pieces of money in a minute, the 
size of a guinea* which is equal to between 30,000 and 
•40,000 per hour, and at the same blow, which strikes the 
face and reverse, the edge of the piece is also struck, either 
plain or with an inscription. 

About the year 1773, the ingenious art of copying pic¬ 
tures in oil colours, by a mechanical process, was invented 
at Soho; and was brought to such a degree of perfection 
that the copies were taken for originals by the most expe¬ 
rienced connoisseurs. This art was brought to perfection 
under the management of the late ingenious Mr. F. Egin- 
ton, who was no less celebrated for his paintings on glass. 

In 1788, Mr. Boulton struck a piece of gold, the size of 
a guinea, as a pattern, the letters of which were indented 
instead of a relief; and the head and other devices, although 
in relief, were protected from wear by a flat border; and 
from the perfect rotundity of shape, ike. with the aid of a 
steel guage, it may with great ease and certainty, by as¬ 
certaining its specific gravitj-, be distinguished from any 
base metal. Previous to his engagement to supply go¬ 
vernment with copper pence, in order to bring his appara¬ 
tus to perfection, he exercised it in coining silver money 
for Sierra Leone and the African Company ; and copper 
for the East India Company and Bermuda. Various beau¬ 
tiful medals, also, of superior workmanship to any of the 
modern money of this country, of our celebrated naval and 
other officers, have, from time to time, been struck here by 
Mr. Boulton, for the purpose of employing and encouraging 
ingenious artists to revive that branch of sculpture. 

Since the demise of the late empress Catherine of Russia, 
Mr. Boulton presented Iier successor, the late emperor 
Paul I. with some of the curious articles of his manufactory, 
and in return received a polite letter of thanks and appro¬ 
bation, together with a splendid collection of medals, mi¬ 
nerals from Siberia, and specimens of all the modern mo¬ 
ney of Russia. Among the medals which, for elegance of 
design and beauty of execution, have never yet been 
equalled in thi% or any other country, is a mass} 7 one of 
gold, impressed with a striking likeness, it is said, of that 
monarch. This unrivalled piece was struck from a die en- 
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graved by the present empress dowager, who has, from her 
youth, taken great delight in the art of engraving on steel. 

With a view of still further improving and facilitating 
the manufactory of steam engines, Messrs. Boulton and 
Watt have lately, in conjunction with their sons, esta¬ 
blished a foundery at Smethwick, a short distance from 
Soho. Here that powerful agent is employed, as it were, 
to multiply itself, and its various parts are fabricated and 
adapted together with the same regularity, neatness, and 
expedition, which distinguish all the operations of their ma¬ 
nufactory. Those engines are afterwards distributed to all 
parts of the kingdom by the Birmingham canal, which com¬ 
municates with a wet dock belonging to the foundery. 

In a national view, Mr. Boulton’s undertakings have been 
highly valuable and important. By collecting around him. 
artists of various descriptions, rival talents have been called 
forth; and, by successive competition, have been multi¬ 
plied to an extent highly beneficial to the public. A bar¬ 
ren heath has been covered with plenty and population j 
and these works, which in their infancy were little known 
and attended to, now cover several acres, give employment 
to more than six hundred persons, and are indubitably the 
first of their kind in Europe. No expence has been spared 
to render these works uniform and handsome in architec¬ 
ture, as well as neat and commodious. The same liberal 
spirit and taste have been displayed on the adjoining gar¬ 
dens and pleasure grounds, which at the same time that 
they form an agreeable separation from the; proprietor’s 
residence, render Soho a much admired scene of pictu¬ 
resque beauty, As his great and expanded mind* formed 
and brought to perfection the wonderful works thus briefly 
described, so he felt no greater felicity, than that of diffus¬ 
ing happiness to all around him. Mr. Boulton was not only 
a fellow of the royal societies of London and Edinburgh, 
but likewise of that which bears the tide of the free and 
^economical at St. Petersburg, and many other foreign 
institutions of the highest celebrity in Europe. He died in 
his eighty-first year, at Soho, August 17, 1809, regretted 
as an illustrious contributor to the wealth and fame of his 
country, and a man of amiable and generous character. 
He was succeeded in estate and talents by his only son, the 
present proprietor of Soho, in conjunction with his 
partners. 1 

1 From “ Memoirs of M. HuulLon, esq.” printed at Birmingham 1809. 
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and undertook inn, self an to..:n.i of dus.-pnu:-. Yv ken, 
however, he had und: c...m k, ..ruble p:ogt\ss in this, lie 
understood that a man of iean.inr; in Holland was em¬ 


ployed on a similar design, an i therefore, with a liberality 
not very com :.on, sent to him all the eolieeti ns lie had 
formed for the work. On the death of father Le Long, of 


the oratory, in 1721, Bouq.iet was employed in making' 
a collection of the historians of f rame. (d this important 
work, a brief account will not be uninteresting. 

The first who atlempU d a collection of the kind, was the 
famous Peter Pithon. It was his intention to have pub¬ 
lished a complete body of French histoiiaus, extracted 
from printed b oks and JYIS.S. hut he died in 1526, hat ing 
published only two volumes on the subject, one in 8vo, 
the other in Ho. 'These carried the history no lower than 
tiie year 128.3. Nothing more was done till 1635, when 
Jlu (Jiie.Mic, who is called the Father of French history, 
took up the subject again, and published a prospectus for 
a history, to he comprised in fourteen volumes iol. and 
end wiih the reign of lieni^y IF. 'The first two tolumes ac¬ 
cordingly came out in 1636, hut the author died whilst tiie 
two ne*t were in the press. These, however, were pub¬ 
lished in 16-11, by lu.-> son, who adtled a fifth volume, end-* 
Jug with the life of Philippe le Bel, in 16 1-2. The next 
attempts were tain, though made under the auspices of 
such men as Colbert, Lonvois, and chancellor 1)’Agiicsseau : 
the plan proposed by the first miscarried through the ob¬ 
stinacy of the famous Ducange (who would have the work 
done in» his own way, or have nothing to do with it) and 
the modesty of FVlabillon. Another was, as we have just 
mentioned, put a stop to by the death of l.e Long, who, 
having pointed out the materials in his “ Bibliothcque 
Historique do la France,” was the fittest to have made use 
of them. In this state of things the Benedictine congre¬ 
gation of St. IVJaur recommended Bouquet, who accord¬ 
ingly went to work under the inspection of a society of 
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L.: r"'. Li men named by the chancellor, in whose presence 
the fi-.ii of the work, ami the materials lit. to be made use 
c i, were discussed. Bouquet was so assiduous in his la¬ 
bour, that about the end of the year 1721) he was ready 
wit:: t-.vo voiunvs; hut, owing to his rennnal to the abbey 
of Ft. .‘oho tie L;n>n, they were not published until 173S, 
whin tiie chancellor D’Agucsseau called him to Paris, and 
he then proceeded so vapidly, that the eighth was published 
in 1752. lie had begun the ninth, in which he hoped to 
have completed what regarded the second race of the 
French kings; but, in 17.>4, was seized with a violent dis¬ 
order, widen proved fatal in tour days, April G. lie was 
a man of extensive learning, connected with all the learned 
men and learned societies of his tune, and beloved for his 
pcr.-.i ml virtues. For many years tin* work was continued 
bv the congregation of St. Ala.nr, but without the name of 
anv editor. Seven more volumes hav<j appeared since 
Bouquet# death, and the sixteenth is now in the press, 
an 1 almost rcadv for publication. 1 

BO K : <1 > ' 1 \“ Sea B< HiU IN K. 

IF ) L ’ > V* or ibOUBON ILS (Nicholas), a Latin 

poet of France, was born in 1503 at Yandeuvre, near Lan- 
giv-, the sou of a lieu forge-master. .Margaret do Valois 
appointed him preceptor to her daughter dam: d’Aibrcfc de 
Navarre, mother of Henry iV. He retired afterwards to 
Condi*, where lie hail a bemtiee, and died there about 1550. 
Bourbon left eight books of epigrams, and a didactic poem 
on the forge entitled <k Ferrnrie,’ 7 1533, dvo: “ De puero- 
riim morions,” Lyons, 153d, llo, a series of moral dis- 
ticiis, witn a commentary by d. de C'aures. lie was ex¬ 
tremely well acquainted with antiquity and the Greek 
language. Erasmus praises his epigrams, and he appears 
to June been the friend and correspondent of Erasmus, 
Scaiiger, Latimer,' Carey, Harvey, Saville, Norris, Dud¬ 
ley, Ac. Inning frequently visited England, where he was 
patronized hy Dr. Butts, the king’s physician, and William 
Boston, abbot of Westminster, an hospitable man, with 
whom he speaks of having passed many pleasant hours in 
archbishop Cranmer’s garden at Lambeth. He treats sir 
Thomas More with great asperity in one of his epigrams, 
from which wc may probably conclude that he inclined to 
protestantism, although ibis is not consistent with his his- 

1 Moreri.—-Diet. Hist,—.Maty's ilk view, vol. If. p. 47 *~. 
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tory. His epigrams were published under the title of 
** Nugarum libri octo,” Paris, 1533, and often reprinted, par¬ 
ticularly by Scaliger, 1577 ; in 1608 by Passerat, with notes; 
and lastly, by the abbo Brochard in 1723, a handsome 
quarto edition, printed at Paris.' 

BOURBON (Nicholas), nephew to the above, and 
superior to him as a Greek and Latin poet, was the sou of 
a physician, lie taught rhetoric in several colleges at 
Paris, and cardinal du Perron appointed him professor of 
eloquence at the royal college. He was also canon of 
Langres, and one of the forty of the French academ 3 r . He 
retired at last among the fathers of the oratory, where he 
died August 7, 1644, aged seventy. Bourbon is justly 
considered as one of the greatest Latin poets whom France 
has produced. His poems were printed at Paris, 1651, 
12mo. The “ Imprecation on the Parricide of Henry IV.” 
is his chef-d’oeoyre. He wrote the two beautiful lines 
which are upon the gate of the arsenal at Paris, honour 
of Henry the Great: 

Alina haic Henrico Vuleania tela ministrat. 

Tela Giganticos dcbellatura furores. * 

BOURCHIEli (Sin John), lord BERNERS, was born 
about 1 - 1 67, son and heir of sir Humphrey Bourcliier by 
Elizabeth, daughter aud heir of sir Frederick Tilney 
(widow of sir Thomas Howard), which Humphrey was 
killed at Barnet-iiehl, on Edward IVth’s part, and buried in 
Westminster abbey, duriiig the life of bis father, who was 
sir John Bourcliier, K. G. fourth son of William earl of 
Ewe, and baron Berners, by marriage with Margery, 
daughter and heir of Richard lord Berners. Lord Bour- 
chier succeeded his grandfather. May 16, 1474, being 
then only seven years old. He was educated in Baliol 
college, Ox fowl, and afterwards travelled abroad, and re¬ 
turned a master of seven languages, and a complete gen¬ 
tleman. In 14il5 he obtained the notice of llcnry VII. by 
his valour in quelling the l’ury of the rebels in Cornwall 
and Devonshire, under the conduct of Michael Joseph, a 
blacksmith. In 1513 he was captain of the pioneers at 
the siege of Therouenne. In 1514, being made chancellor 
of the king’s exchequer for life, he attended the lady 
Mary, the king’s sister, into France, to her marriage with 

* Moreri.—Louni'cr’s Conmion-placc-book, vol. I. 

* Morin.—liaillct Ji’sinii-us dos Savuns. 
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king Lewis XII. and in 1527 obtained a grant from the 
king of several manors. Afterwards he was made lieute¬ 
nant of Calais and the marches adjoining to France, and 
spending most of his time there, wrote several learned 
works in that situation. There he made his will, March 
3, 1532, bequeathing his body to be buried in the chancel 
of the parish church of our lady, within the town of Calais, 
and appointing that an honest priest should sing mass there 
for his soul, by the space of three years. He died March 
ltith following, leaving by Katherine his wife, daughter of 
John duke of Norfolk, Joane his daughter and heir, mar¬ 
ried to Edmund Knyvet of Ashwelthorpe in Norfolk, esq. 

Lord Berners is now principally known for his transla¬ 
tion of “ Froissart’s Chronicle,” which he undertook hy 
command of the king, and was published by Pinson, 1523, 
1525, 2 vols. fol. It is unnecessary to add how much this 
translation has been superseded by that of Thomas Johnes, 
esq. which lately issued from the Ilafod press, and has 
passed through two editions since 1803. Others of lord 
Berners’s works were a whimsical medley of translations 
from the French, Italian, and Spanish novels, which seem 
to have been the mode then, as they were afterwards in the 
reign of Charles II. These were, “ The Life of Sir Ar¬ 
thur, an Armoriean Knight“ The famous exploits of 
sir Hugh of Bourdeaux“Marcus Aurelius;” aiid the 
“ Castle of Love.” He also composed a book “ Of the 
duties of the inhabitants of Calais,” and a comedy entitled 
“ Ite in Vineam.” Of all these fin ample account may he 
seen in our authorities. 1 

BOURCHIER, or BO WSCIfYRE, or BOWCEIt (Tho¬ 
mas), archbishop of Canterbury in the successive reigns of 
Henry VI. Edward IV. Edward V. Richard III. and Henry 
VII. was son of William Bourchier earl of Ewe in Nor¬ 
mandy, and the countess of Stafford, and brother of Henry 
earl of Essex, and, consequently, related to the preceding 
lord Berners. He had his education in Neville’s-inn at 
Oxford, and was chancellor of that university three years, 
viz. from 1433 to 1437. His first dignity in the church 
was that of dean of the collegiate church of St. Martin’s in 
London; from which, in 1433, he was advanced, hy pope 
Eugenius IV. to the see of Worcester; hut his consecration 

* Censura Liters na, toI. L—Park’s Royal and Nobis Authors.-—Wood's 
Alb. vui. 1. 
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was deferred to M;;v !5, 1 436, by reason (as is supj.'vsei!; 
ot a defect in age. He bad not sat a lull year, before in; 
was elected by the monks of Ely bishop of that see, and 
confirmed \>y tne pope : but, the king- refusing - Jiis consent, 
Bourchier did not dare to comply with the election, ha- 
fear of incurring- the censure oi the laws, uhh;ii ferha.!, 
under very severe penalties, the receiving the pope’s bail 
without the king’s leave. Nevertheless, seven or eight 
years after, the see of Kly still continuing vacant, and the 
king consenting, he was translated thither, the 20th of 
December 1443. The author of the “ liistoria Eliensis” 
speaks very disadvantageously of him, as an oppressor, 
and neglectful of his duty during his residence on that see, 
which was ten years twenty-three weeks and five days. At 
last he was elected archbishop of Canterbury, in the 
room of Jobn^Kemp, the 23d of April 1454. This eleetion 
was the more remarkable, as the monks were left en¬ 
tirely to.their liberty of choice, without any interposition 
either front the noun or the papal chair. Chi the con¬ 
trary, pope Nicolas Y'lh’s concitrrer.ee bemg readily ob¬ 
tained, the arrkhishop was installed with great solemnity. 
In the month of December following, he received tire red 
hat from Rome, being created cardinni-pricoL of St. (v ria- 
eus in Thermis, but lieiitham thinks this was not till ; iu 1.. 
'The next year, he was made lord high chancellor of Eng- 
land, but reslg.ud that oftice in October the ear foliow- 
mg. Soon mu r h'sadvancement to the see of Canterburc. 
he began a v ■. button in K<-ni, and made several regu.a- 
tions lor. the government of his thocese. ile liken sm: 
published a constitution for restraining the excessive abuse 
of papal provision;;, but deserved most highly of the learned 
world, for being the principal instrument in introducing 
the noble art of printing into England. Wood’s account, 
although not quite correct, is worth transcribing. Bour- 
cliier “being informed that the inventor, Tossati, alias 
John Guthenbcrg, had set up a press at Harlem, was ex¬ 
tremely desirous that the English might he made masters 
of so beneficial an art. To this purpose he persuaded 
king Henry VI. to dispatch one Robert Tournour, be¬ 
longing to the wardrobe, privately to Harlem. This man, 
furnished with a thousand marks, of which the archbishop 
supplied three hundred, embarked for Holland, and, to 
disguise the matter, went in company with one Caxton, a 
merchant uf London, pretending himself to be ot the same 
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profession. Thus concealing his name and his business, he 
went first to Amsterdam, then to Leyden, and at last settled 
at Harlem ; where having spent a great deal of time and 
money, he sent to the king for a fresh supply, giving his 
Highness to understand, that lie had almost compassed the 
enterprise, in short, lie persuaded Frederic Corselli, one 
of the compositors, to carry of]’ a set of letters, ami embark 
with him in the night for London. When they arrived, the 
archbishop, thinking Oxford more convenient place for 
printing than London, sent, (’orselli down thither. And, 
lest he should slip away before he had discovered the whole 
secret, a guard was set: upon the press. And thus the mys¬ 
tery of printing appeared ten years sooner in the uimersitv 
of Oxford than at ;un outer place in Europe, Harlem and 
Wentz excepted. Tx'ot long after, there were presses seL up 
at Westminster. Sr. Alban's, Worcester, and ylher monas¬ 
teries of note. liter tins m.inner printing was introduced 


into England, by the care 


bishop Bourchier, in the 


year of Christ i-to-f. and the u ! ai of kin ■; I,award IV.” 

Kourcliier, we are tnhi, we siren iv imposed upon bv 
the specious prefer, vs nirl.-sr i d:d:e e.f Gloucester, 
when he undertook to perA.ad:- t.he :pn cn to deliver tip the 
duke of York, her son, :m- the } rot odor's hands. He 
presided over the ebur.A tmrty-two years, in the most 
troublesome times of the vagus:; government, tuose of 
Henry VI. and Edward IV. lie also perfumed the 
marriage ceremony between Henrv \ H. and the daugh¬ 
ter of Edward IV. ; and i.ad the happiness to be con¬ 
temporary with many prei.u-s of tbstmetion i« English 
iiistory. He was certainly .t man of learning; though 
nothing written by him has aim: down to us, if wo 
except a few Synodical decrees. Lv.rl leiis us, he 
founded a chantry, which was a; ter wards surrendered to 
king Henry VIII. Archbi.dmp idoniebier died at his pa¬ 
lace of Ivnowlc, on Thursday the thirtieth of March I486, 
and was buried on the north side of the choir of his cathe¬ 


dral, by the high altar, in a tomb of marble, on which is an 
inscription merely recording the event. 

Archbishop liourchierbs benefactions are stated by Mr. 
Bentham as follows : He gave to the prior and convent of 
Christ Church in Canterbury, the alien priory of Cranfield 
in Essex, a grant of which he had obtained from the crown 


in the time of Edward the Fourth. To the church of Can¬ 


terbury, besides the image of the Trinity, lie bequeathed 
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twenty-seven copes of red tissue, and left to his successor, in 
recommence for dilapidations, 2000/.; also 125/. to each of 
the universities, to\>e kept in chests, for the support of the 
poor scholars. The chest at'Cambridge, which was united 
with Biliingford’s, was in being in 1601, when 100/. was 
borrowed out of it for the use of the university ; but this 
fund was afterward embezzled, through the iniquity of the 
times. The archbishop left also legacies to several mo¬ 
nasteries. 1 

BOUilDALOUE (Lewis), a Jesuit, and one of the most 
eloquent preachers Franco ever produced, was born at 
Bourges, Aug. 20, 1632, and entered the society of the 
Jesuits in 1648. After having passed some years in teach¬ 
ing grammar, rhctorick, philosophy, and divinity, his ta¬ 
lents pointed him out for the oilioe of preacher, and the ex¬ 
traordinary popularity of his sermons in the country, deter¬ 
mined his superiors to call him to Paris in 1669, to take 
the usual course of a year’s preaching in their church of St. 
Louis, which soon became crowded with multitudes of both 
sexes both from the court and city ; nor was this a trans¬ 
ient impression, as whoever beard him once wished to hear 
him again, and even Louis XIV. listened with pleasure, al¬ 
though he appears to have introduced subjects in his dis¬ 
courses which could not he very acceptable in his court. 
Ou the revocation of the edict of Nantz, the king sent him 
into Languedoc to strengthen the new' or pretended con¬ 
verts from the heresies of the protestant faith, and we are 
told the effect of his eloquence was great. His eloquence 
was undoubtedly superior to that of his contemporaries, and 
he has justly been praised for introducing a more pure 
style than was customary in the French pulpits. One ef¬ 
fect of his preaching was, that great numbers of his hearers 
requested him to take their souls into his hands, and be the 
director of their consciences, in other words, to turn father 
confessor, with which lie complied, and frequently sat five 
or six hours in the confessional, completing there, says liis 
biographer, what he had only sketched in the pulpit. He 
was yet more admired for liis charitable attentions and the 
sick and poor, among whom he passed much of his time, in 
religious conference and other acts of humanity. He died 
at Paris May 13, 1704, universally lamented and long re¬ 
membered as the most attractive and eloquent of preachers. 


* Biog. Brit.—Bentliam’s Ely. 
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He had preached thirty-four years at court and in Paris. 
Fathei Bretonneau published two editions of his works, the 
first of 16 vols. 8vo. 1716, re^oned the best, or at least, 
the most beautifully printed ^hid the second in IS vols. 
l2mo. Comparisons have been formed between him and 
Massillon, but several are still inclined to give him the pre¬ 
ference. There is warmth, zeal, and elegance in his style 
and reasoning, but he is frequently declamatory and ver¬ 
bose. It is difficult, however, for English critics to appre¬ 
ciate the merits of his sermons, calculated as they were for 
a class of hearers with whose taste we are unacquainted. 
Of his catholic spirit we have an instance on record, that 
in ail interview with bishop Burnet at Paris, he told the 
English prelate that he believed “ all honest protestants 
would be saved.” * 

BOURDEILLES (Peter df), better known by the name 
of Brantome, of which he was abbot, added to that title 
those of lord and baron of Richemont, chevalier, gentle¬ 
man of the chamber to the kings Charles IX. and Henry 
311. and chamberlain to the duke of Alen§on. He had the 
design of being created a knight of Maltha in a voyage he 
made to that isle during the time of the siege in 1565. He 
returned to France, where he was fed with vain expecta- 
1 ions ; but he received no other reward (as he tells us him¬ 
self) than being welcomed by the kings his masters, great 
lords, princes, sovereigns, queens, princesses, &.c. He 
died July 5, 1614, at ihe age of 87. His memoirs were 
jointed in ten volumes, 12mo, viz. four of the French 
commanders; two of foreign commanders ; two of women 
of gallantry; one of illustrious ladies; and one of duels. 
There is another edition of the Hague, 1741, 15 vols. 12mo, 
on account of the supplement, which makes five, and also 
a Paris edition 1787, 8 vols. 8vo. These memoirs may be 
of some use, if read cautiously, by those who would know 
the private history of Charles IX. of Henry III. and of 
Henry IV. Here the man is more represented than the 
prince. The pleasure of seeing these kings in their pecu¬ 
liarities in private life, added to the simplicity of Brant6me’s 
style, renders the reading of his memoirs extremely agree¬ 
able. But some of his anecdotes are grossly indecent, and 
many of them fictions. 

“ Brantome,” (says M. Anquetil) is in the hands of 

* Moreri.—Biog. Gallira.—Diet. H'st. 
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every body. All the world pretends to have read him; but 
he ought particularly to be put into the hands of princes, 
that they may learn how uapossible it is for them to hide 
themselves; they they hav^pn importance in the eyes of 
their courtiers, which draws attention to all their actions; 
and that, sooner or later, the most secret of them are re¬ 
vealed to posterity. The reflections that would occur, on 
seeing that Brantome has got together all the little transac¬ 
tions, all the idle words that have escaped them, all the 
actions pretended to be indifferent, which were thought to 
be neglected and lost, and which nevertheless mark the 
character, would rentier them more circumspect.—In read¬ 
ing Brantome a problem forces itself on the mind, which 
it is difficult to solve. It is very common to see that author 
joining together the most discordant ideas in regard to mo¬ 
rals. Sometimes he will represent a woman as addicted to 
the most infamous refinements of libertinism, and then will 
conclude by saying that she was prudent, and a good Chris¬ 
tian. So likewise of a priest, of a monk, or any other ec¬ 
clesiastic, he will relate anecdotes more than wanton ; and 
will tell us very gravely at the end, that this man lived re¬ 
gularly according to his station. Almost all his memoirs 
are full of similar contradictions in a sort of epigram. On 
which 1 have this question to propose : Was Brantome a li¬ 
bertine ; who, in order to sport more securely with religion 
and morals, affects in the expression a respect to which ttie 
very matter of the recital gives the lie ? or, Was he one of 
those persons who generally go under the name of amiable 
fops; who, without principles as without design, confound vir¬ 
tue and vice, making no real difference between one character 
and another? Whatever judgment w r e may form ol him, we 
must always blame him for omitting to obserxe a proper re¬ 
verence for decorum in his writings, and for frequently 
putting modesty to the blush. We perceive in Brantome 
the character of those young men, who, making a part of 
the court by their birth, pass their lives in it without pre¬ 
tensions and without desires. They amuse themselves with 
everything: if an action has a ridiculous side, they seize 
it; if it has not, they give it one. Brantome only skims 
along the surface of a subject ; he knows nothing of diving 
into an action, and unfolding the motives that gave it birth. 
He gives a good picture of what he has seen, relates in sim¬ 
ple terms what he has heard; hut it is nothing uncommon 
to see him quit his main object, return to it, quit it again. 
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and conclude by thinking no more of it. With all this ir¬ 
regularity he pleases, because he amuses.” 1 

BOURDEILLES (Qea^-D^^ie), grand-nephew of the 
former, comte de Montresoi^Htached to Gaston of Or¬ 
leans, both while he was in favour, and when he had lost 
it, was several times deprived of his liberty for serving that 
prince. Disgusted with the tumult and the artifices of the 
court, he took up the resolution of enjoying the sweets of 
privacy. He died at Paris in 1063. lie left memoirs, 
known under the name of Montresor, 2 vols. J2mo, which 
are curious, as containing many particulars of the history 
of his time. Montresor makes no scruple of relating the 
projects he formed against the life of cardinal Richelieu 8 . 

BOURDELOT (John), a learned French critic, who 
distinguished himself in the republic of letters by 
writing notes upon Lucian, Petrouius, and Heliodorus, 
lived at the end of the 10th, and in the beginning of the 
17tli century, was of a good family of Sens, and educated 
with care, lie applied himself to the study of the belies 
Jetties and of the learned languages; and Baillet tells us, 
that he passed for a great connoisseur in the oriental 
tongues, and in the knowledge of manuscripts. These pur¬ 
suits did not hinder him from being consummate in the law. 
He exercised the office of advocate to the parliament of 
Paris in 1627, when Mary of Medicis, hearing of his un¬ 
common merit, made him master of the requests. lie died 
suddenly at Paris in 1638. llis edition of lleliodorus, 
which is one of the best, was published in 1619, Svo: 
That of Lucian at Paris, 1615, fol. with the notes of Mi- 
cyllus, Guerinus, Marsilius, and Cognutus, and some short 
and learned ones by himself, at that time a very young 
man. Among the sources from which Bourdelot professes 
to have compiled his edition, are two ancient MSS. in the 
royal library at Paris, the existence of which Faber (ad Lu- 
eianiTimonern, c. 1.) denies in the most positive terms, llis 
Petronius was first published at Paris, 12mo, in 1618, a 
very scarce edition, and reprinted in 1645, 1663, and 
1677. 3 

BOURDELOT (Peter Michqn), nephew to the above, 
and educated by him, was a very celebrated physician at 
Paris, where he died Feb. 9, 1685, aged seventy-six. In 
1634, he obtained leave to adopt the name of Bourdelot, 


1 .Morcri.—Diet. Hist. 


* Ibid. 

Q 2 


3 Ibid.—Dibdin’s Classics. 



228 B O U R D E L O T. 

piVrsnant to his uncle’s desire, who on that condition left 
him his library and fortune. He wrote some treatises 
on “ the Viper,” on “ JY^mit JStpa,” “La relation des 
appartmens de VersaillesJ^P&c. w'ith three volumes of 
“ Conferences,” which were published by M. le Gallois. 1 

BOURDELOT (Peter Bonnet), physician inordinary 
to Louis XIV. and first physician to the duchess of Bur- 
gund} T , was sister’s son to the preceding P. Miehon Bour- 
delot, who enjoined him to change his name from Bonnet 
to Bourdelot, on the same terms that himself adopted that 
name, viz. his library and fortune. P. Bonnet Bourdelot 
was a skilful physician, and a man of general literature. 
He wrote some useful notes on the “ Bibliotheque choisie 
de M. Colomids,” which were added to the Paris edition of 
1731, and left a manuscript catalogue of all printed medi¬ 
cal works, with lives and criticisms on the authors. He 
wrote also some papers on the history of music, which were 
used by his brother Bonnet in his “ Histoire de la Mu- 
sique,” 1715. He died in 1709, aged fifty-four. 2 

BOURDON (Sebastian), a very celebrated French 
painter, was born at Montpellier in 1616. His father, who 
was a glass-pain ter, gave him the first instructions in his 
art. When only seven years old, one of his uncles brought 
him to Paris, and placed him with a very indifferent painter, 
whose defects, however, were supplied by young Bour¬ 
don’s natural genius. Returning to Bourdeaux at the age 
of fourteen, he painted the cieling of a neighbouring cha¬ 
teau, and then u’ent to Toulouse. Finding here no em¬ 
ployment, he went into the army ; bat his captain, a man 
of some taste, judging that he would one day excel in his 
profession as an artist, gave him his discharge. He was 
eighteen when he went to Italy, and became acquainted 
with Claude Lorrain, whose manner, as well as that of 
Saccbi, Caravagio, and Bamboccio, he imitated with great 
success. After a residence of three years here, he hap¬ 
pened to have a difference with a painter, who threatened to 
inform against him as a Calvinist, and Bourdon immediately 
set out for Venice, and thence to France. At the age of 
twenty-seven he painted his famous Crucifixion of St. Peter 
for the church of Notre Dame at Paris, which could not fail 
to raise his reputation. Du Guernier, a miniature painter, 
much employed at court, and whose sister he married, as- 
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sisted him with his advice, and procured him work. But 
the civil wars interrupting the progress of the fine arts, in 
1652 he went to Sweden, *wliMe queen Christina appointed 
him her first painter. WhilJBtnployed on many works for 
her, chieHy portraits, she mentioned to him one day some 
pictures which the king her father had found when he took 
Prague; these had till now remained unpacked, and she de¬ 
sired Bourdon to examine them. Bourdon reported fa¬ 
vourably of them, particularly of some by Corregio, on 
which the queen requested he would accept them as a pre¬ 
sent from her. Bourdon, with corresponding liberality and 
disinterestedness, represented that they were some of the 
finest paintings in Europe, anil that her majesty ought ne¬ 
ver to part with them, as a fit collection for a crowned head. 
The queen accordingly kept them, and took them with her 
to Rome when she abdicated the throne. After her death, 
the heirs of Don i.ivio Odeschalchi, who had purchased them, 
sold them to the regent duke of Orleans; and they after¬ 
wards made part 01 the fine collection known in this coun¬ 
try by the name of the Orleans Collection. 

Bourdon, however, not finding much exercise for his ge¬ 
nius in Sweden, and the queen having become Roman 
catholic after her abdication, he* returned to France, then 
more favourable to the arts, and soon had abundance of 
employment. Among his first performances after his re¬ 
turn, were a “Dead Christ,” and the “ Woman taken in 
adultery.” Some business occasioning him to go to Mont¬ 
pellier, during his short stay there he painted several 
portraits of persons of fashion. An anecdote is told, that, when 
in this place, a taylor who had a great esteem for him, and 
knew he was not rich, sent to him, by the hand of one 
Francis, a painter, a complete suit of clothes, cloak, and 
bonnet. Bourdon, in return, sent him his portrait dressed 
in this suit; but Francis, thinking it a very fine specimen 
of the art, presented the taylor with a copy, and kept the 
original. Jn 1663 he returned to Paris, where he conti¬ 
nued to execute many line pictures, until his death in 
1671. 

He had an uncommon readiness of hand, though he was 
frequently incorrect, and was particularly so in the extre¬ 
mities of his figures. Asa proof of his expeditious man¬ 
ner of painting, it is reported, that in one day he painted 
twelve portraits after life, as large as nature, and those iiot 
the worst of his performances. His touch is 
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light, his colouring good, his attitudes are full of variety, 
and sometimes graceful, and his expression is lively and 
animated. However, it uui|t he confessed, that his con¬ 
ceptions were often extra^^ant, nor would man)' of his 
compositions abide a critical examination. His landscapes 
. are in the taste of Titian, but they seem rather designed 
from imagination than after nature ; yet, in several of them, 
the product of that imagination has a beautiful effect; and 
he usually enriched his pastoral scenes with a great num¬ 
ber of figures and animals. His pictures arc seldom finish¬ 
ed, and those which appear most so, are not always his best. 
The most esteemed work of Bourdon is the Martyrdom of 
St. Peter, in the church of Notre Dame at Paris, which is 
considered as a curiosity. Sir Joshua Reynolds had his 
“Return of the Ark from captivity,” which he bequeathed 
to sir George Beaumont. Sir Joshua in his fourteenth 
•discourse speaks very highly of this picture. As a proof 
of the value of Sebastian Bourdon’s pictures in this country, 
we may mention that in 1770, a holy family by him was 
sold by the late Mr. Christie, for 341/. 5 s. 

Sebastian Bourdon lias also a place among engravers. 
His etchings, which are numerous, are executed in a hold, 
masterly style ; and convey a clear idea of his manner of 
painting. Tito lights are broad, the draperies are formed 
with great taste, and the folds well marked, though some¬ 
times too dark and hard upon the lights ; the heads arc 
very expressive ; the back-grounds are finely conceived, 
and executed in a grand style. Some of the principal from 
his own compositions are the following ; the “ Seven a'cfs 
of mercy;” the “ Flight into Egypt,” and the “ Return 
from thence several subjects of the “ Virgin and Child 
in one of which is seen a woman washing linen, hence dis¬ 
tinguished by the name of the washer-woman; the. “ Re¬ 
turn of the ark,” from the above-mentioned picture, said 
to he very scarce ; the “ Baptism of the eunuch ;” “ Twelve 
large landscapes,” very spirited and fine prints. 1 
BOUKG. See DUBOURG. 

BOURGELAT (Claude), veterinary surgeon, tvas a 
native of Lyons, and in his youth a soldier, after which he 
6tudied law, but quitted that pursuit on being appointed 
chief of the riding-school of Lyons, where he seems to 
have discovered the employment for which he was best 
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fitted. From this time he applied himself to the principles 
of horsemanship, which he detailed in his “ Nouveau 
Newcastle, ou Traitu de Cav^lerie,” Lausanne, 1747, 8vo. 
He laboured no less assiduously to rescue the veterinary 
art from the hands of ignorance and empiricism, and with 
that view published in 1750, his “ Flemens d’hippiatrique, 
ou Nouveaux principes sur la connoissance des clievaux,” 
Lyons, 3 vols. 8vo. The knowledge he displayed in this 
work probably rendered it easy for him to obtain the leave 
of government to establish a veterinary school at Lyons, of 
the great utility of which the public soon became sensible, 
and many able scholars educated under Bourgelat extended 
this new branch of the medical art to every part of the 
kingdom, in 17G5, he published his “Matiere medicale 
raisonnee a 1’usage de I’ecole veterinaire,” Lyons, 8vo. 
His success at Lyons induced the government to invite him 
to Paris, and he founded a second school at Alford, near 
Charemon, and published several elementary treatises for 
the use of his scholars, such as “ Cours theorique et pra¬ 
tique des bandages “Traitc de la ferrure,” 1776, 12mo; 
“ L’Anatomie compare de tons les animaux,” and “ Me- 
moire sur ies maladies contagieuses du betail,” 1776, 4to. 
After a life spent on this important science, he died in 
177.°, aged sixty-seven. At his death he bore the titles 
of inspector-general of the veterinary schools, and com¬ 
missary-genera! of the stud. Besides his favourite pursuit, 
he was a man of general knowledge. 1 

BOURGEOIS (Sik_ I'Rancis), knight of the Polish or¬ 
der of Merit, and an artist of distinguished reputation, was 
the descendant of a considerable family in Switzerland, but 
was born in London in 17 5b. His early destination was 
the arm}-, under the patronage of lord Ileathficld, who was 
bis father’s friend; but having been instructed while a 
child in the rudiments of painting, by a foreigner of incon¬ 
siderable merit as a horse-painter, he became so attached, 
to the study, as soon to relinquish the military profession, 
and devote himself wholly to the pencil. For this purpose 
he was placed under tne tuition of Loutherbourg, and liav- 
ing, fi'oin bis connexions and acquaintance, access to many 
of the most distinguished collections, he soon acquired 
consultrable reputation by his landscapes and sea-pieces. 
In 1776, he travelled through Italy, France, and Holland, 
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several specimens of bin studies at the royal academy, which 
obtained bint reputation and patronage. In 1791 he was 
appointed painter to tbe king of Poland, whose brother, 
the prince primate, had been much pleased with his per¬ 
formances during nis residence in this country ; and at the 
same time he received the honour of knighthood of the 
order of Merit, which was afterwards confirmed by his pre¬ 
sent majesty, who, in 1794, appointed him landscape- 
painter to the king. Previous to this he had, in 1792, 
been elected a member of the royal academy. Some time 
before his death, by the will of the late Noel Desenfans, 
esq. an eminent picture-dealer, he became possessed of 
sufficient property to render a laborious application to his 
profession no longer necessary*, and from that time he lived 
in the circle of his friends, highly respected for his talents 
and agreeable manners. He died .Jan. 8, 1 HI 1, at his bouse 
in Portland-street, bequeathing his fine collection of pic¬ 
tures, and his fortune, to Dulwich college. According to 
the terms of his will, he leaves the whole of these pictures, 
besides 10,000/. to keep them in due preservation, and 
2,000/ for the purpose of repairing the gallery in the col¬ 
lege for their reception. He also bequeathed legacies of 
1000/. each to the master of the college, and to the chap¬ 
lain : and the fellows of the college are to be the residuary 
legatees, and are to possess, for its advantage, all the rest 
of his property, of every denomination. Most part of this 
will, however, does not take effect until after tiie death of 
M rs. Desenfans, the widow of his benefactor; and after 
that event he directs that the body of the late Noel Desen¬ 
fans, which is now deposited in a sarcophagus within a 
mausoleum in a chapel, attached to his late house in Char¬ 
lotte-street, Portland-place, shall be removed, together 
with his own body (which has, by his desire, been depo¬ 
sited in the same mausoleum), and entombed in a sarco¬ 
phagus, to be placed in the chapel of Dulwich college. 
Ho singular a will, with respect at least to the place 
chosen for this collection, excited much surprise. The 
following circumstances, however, which have been com¬ 
municated by an intimate friend of the testator, may iu 
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some measure account for it. After sir Francis became 
possessed of the Desenfans collection, by the owner’s 
friendly will in his favour, he wished to purchase the fee 
simple of his fine house in Charlotte-street, enlarge it, and 
endow it as a perpetual repository for the collection, easily 
accessible to the public, and particularly to students as a 
school of art; but unluckily, his landlord, a nobleman lately 
deceased, refused his consent, although he afterwards ex¬ 
pressed an inclination to grant it, when too late. Sir Fran¬ 
cis then conceived the design ol bequeathing the collection 
to the British Museum, but did not execute it, from a fear 
that the pictures might not be kept entire and unmixed, he 
being told that it was in the power of the trustees to dis¬ 
pose of what might appear superfluous or inferior. Such 
was Jtis respect for his deceased friend, that his only am¬ 
bition was to discover a place where the collection might 
be kept together, and known in pcrpdniuu, not as his, but 
as the Desknfans Collection. By whom Dulwich col¬ 
lege, an hospital for poor men and women, remote from 
the residence of artists and men of taste, was suggested, 
we know not. It was a place sir trancis had probably never 
before seen ; but, having once visited it, and been informed 
that his terms might be complied with there;, without risk of 
alteration, he disposed of his property as vve have related. 

As an artist, sir Francis may be placed in the second 
rank, lie was a close imitator of Loutherbourg. His con¬ 
ception of his subject, as well as the grouping of his 
figures, was happy, and in conformity with nature; but h# 
was often defective in his finishing, and so much a man¬ 
nerist in his colouring, that his paintings may be recog¬ 
nized bv a very distant glance. 1 

BOUllGET (Dom John), was born at the village of 
Beaumains near Falaise, in the diocese of Seez, in 1724. 
He was educated at the grammar-school at Caen, whence 
he was removed to that university, and pursued his studies 
with great diligence and success till 1745, when he be¬ 
came a Benedictine monk of the abbey of St. Martin de 
Seez, then cn regie, that is, under the direction of a con¬ 
ventual abbot. Some time after this, Dom Bourgot was 
appointed prior claustral of the said abbey, and continued 
six years in that office, when he was nominated prior of 
Tiron en Perche; whence being translated to the abbey 

1 Gent. Mag. 1811.—Lysotis’s Environs, SuppL Volume. 
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of St. Stephen at Caen, in the capacity of sub-prior, he 
managed the temporalities of that religious house during 
two years, as he did their spiritualities for one year longer; 
after which, according to the custom of the house, he re¬ 
signed his office. His superiors, sensible of his merit and 
learning, removed him thence to the abbey of Bee, where 
he resided till 1764. He was elected an honorary member 
of the society of antiquaries of London, Jan. 10, 1765 ; in 
which year he returned to the abbey of St. Stephen at 
Caen, where he continued to the time of his death. These 
honourable offices, to which he was promoted on account 
of his great abilities, enabled nun not only to pursue his 
favourite study of the history and antiquities of some of the 
principal Benedictine abbies in Normandy, hut likewise 
gave him access to all their charters, deeds, register-books, 
&c. &e. These he examined with great care, and left be¬ 
hind him in MS. large and accurate accounts of the abbies 
of St. Peter de Jumieges, St. Stephen, and the Holy 
Trinity at Caen (founded by William the Conqueror and 
his queen Matilda), and a very particular history of the 
abbey of Bee. These were all written in French. The 
History of the royal abbey of Bee (which he presented to 
Hr. Ducarel in 1764) is only an abstract of his larger work. 
This ancient abbey, (which has produced several arch¬ 
bishops of Canterbury and other illustrious prelates of this 
ki ngdom) is frequently mentioned by our old historians. 
The death of this worthy Benedictine (which happened on 
new-year’s day, 177 6) was occasioned by his unfortunate 
neglect of a hurt he got in his leg by falling down two or 
three steps in going from the hall to the cloister of the 
abbey of St. Stephen at Caen, being deceived by the am¬ 
biguous feeble light of a glimmering and dying lamp that 
was placed in that passage. He lived universally esteemed, 
and died sincerely regretted by all those who were ac¬ 
quainted with him ; and was buried in the church of the 
said abbey, Jan. 3, 1776. ‘ 

BOURGUET (Loins), who was born at Nimes in 1678, 
became celebrated for his proficiency in natural history. 
The revocation of the edict of Nantes having forced his 
family to go and seek an asylum in Switzerland, Zurich 
was indebted to them for its manufactures of stockings, 
muslins, and several silk stuffs. Young Bourguet went 
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through a course of study there; afterwards married at 
Berne, and settled at Neufehalcl, where he became pro¬ 
fessor of philosophy and mathematics. lie died Dec. 31, 
1742, at the age of 64, after publishing, 1 . A Letter on 
tiie lonnation of salts and crystals; ^Amsterdam, 172‘>, 
r2mo. 2. La bibliotlieque ltal'njue,” 16 vols. Hvo. This 
journal, begun at Geneva in 1726, found a welcome re¬ 
ception among the learned, as a solid and useful book de¬ 
serving to be continued, although deficient in style, and 
hastily written. He wrote also, “ Traite ties petrifactions,” 
Paris, 1742, 4to, and 1778, 8vo. Many of his learned 
papers on subjects of natural hbtory were inserted in the 
literary journals, and His eloge is in the Helvetic Journal 
for 1745. 1 

BOURIGNON (Antoinette), a famous female enthu¬ 
siast, was born Jan. 13, 1616, at Lisle in Flanders. She 
came into the world so very deformed, that a consultation 
was held in the family some days about stilling her as a 
monstrous birth. But if she sunk almost beneath humanity 
in her exterior, her interior seems to have been raised as 
much above it. for, at four years of age, she not only 
took notice that the people of Lisle did not live up to the 
principles of Christianity which they professed, but ear¬ 
nestly desired to bo removed into some more Christian 
country ; and her progress was suitable to this beginning. 
Her parents lived unhappily together, Mr. Bourignon using 
bis spouse with too much severity, especially in his passion: 
upon which occasions, Antoinette endeavoured to soften 
him by her infant embraces, which had some little effect; 
but lhe mother’s unhappiness gave the daughter an utter 
aversion to matrimony. This falling upon a temper strongly 
tinctured with enthusiasm, she grew a perfect devotee to 
virginity, and became so immaculately chaste, that, if tier 
own word may be taken, she never had, in ail her lile, not 
even by temptation or surprise, the least thought unworthy 
of the purity of the virgin state : nay, she possessed the 
gift of chastity in so abundant a manner, that her presence 
and her conversation shed an ardour of continence over all 
who knew her. 

Her father, however, to whom all this appeared unna¬ 
tural, considered her as a mere woman ; ami, having found 
an agreeable match, promised her in marriage to a French- 
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man. Easter-day, 1636, was fixed for the nuptials ; hut, to 
avoid the execution, the young lady fled, under the disguise 
of a hermit, but was stopped at Blacon, a village of Hai- 
nault, on suspicion of her sex. It was an ollicer of horse 
quartered in the nillage who seized her; he had observed 
something extraordinary in her, and mentioning her to the 
archbishop of Cambray, that prelate came to examine her, 
and sent her home. But being pressed again with proposals 
of matrimony, she ran away once more : and, going to the 
archbishop, obtained his licence to set up a small society in 
the country, with some other maidens of her taste and tem¬ 
per. That licence, however, was soon retracted, and An¬ 
toinette obliged to withdraw into the country of Liege, 
whence she returned to Lisle, and passed many years there 
privately in devotion and great simplicity'. When her patri¬ 
monial estate fell to her, she resolved at first to renounce it; 
but, changing her mind, she took possession of it; and as 
she was satisfied with a few’ conveniences, she lived at little 
expence: and bestowing no charities, her fortune increased 
apace. For thus taking possession of her estate, she gave 
three reasons: first, that it might not come into the hands 
of those who had no right to it; or secondly, of those who 
would have^made an ill use of it; thirdly', God shew’ed her 
that she should have occasion for it to his glory. And as 
to charity, she say’s, the deserving poor are not to he met 
with in this world. This patrimony must have been some¬ 
thing considerable, since she speaks of several maid ser¬ 
vants in her house. What she reserved, however, for this 
purpose, became a temptation to one John de Saulieu, the 
son of a peasant, who resolved to make his court to her; 
and, getting admittance under the character of a prophet, 
insinuated himself into the lady’s favour by devout acts 
and discourses of the most refined spirituality. At length 
he declared his passion, modestly enough at first, and was 
easily checked ; but finding her intractable, he grew so 
insolent as to threaten to murder her if she would not com¬ 
ply’. Upon this she had recourse to the provost, who sent 
two men to guard her house; and in revenge Saulieu gave 
out, that she had promised him marriage, and even bedded 
with him. But, in conclusion, they were reconciled ; he 
retracted his slanders, and addressed himself to a young 
devotee at Ghent, whom he found more tractable. This, 
however, did not free her from other applications of a 
similar nature. The parson’s nephew of St. Andrew’s pa¬ 
rish near Lisle fell in love with, her; and us her house 
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stood in the neighbourhood, he frequently environed it, 
in order to force an entrance. Our recluse threatened to 
quit her post, if she was not delivered from this trouble¬ 
some suitor, and the uncle drove him from his house: 
upon which be grew desperate, and sometimes discharged 
a niusquet through the nun’s chamber, giving out that she 
was his espoused wife. This made a noise in the city; 
the devotees were offended, and threatened to affront 
Bourignon, if they met her in the streets. At length she 
was relieved by the preachers, who published from their 
pulpits, that the report of the marriage was a scandalous 
falsehood. 

Some time afterwards she quitted her house, and put 
herself as governess at the head of an hospital, where she 
locked herself up in the cloister in 1058 , having taken the 
order and habit of St. Austin. But here again, by a very 
singular fate, she fell into fresh trouble. Her hospital was 
found to be infected with sorcery so much, that even all 
the little girls in it had an engagement with the devil. 
Tliis gave room to suspect the governess ; who was ac¬ 
cordingly taken up by the magistrates of I.isle, and exa¬ 
mined : but nothing could be proved against her. How¬ 
ever, to avoid further prosecutions, she retired to Ghent 
in 1602 : where she no sooner was, than she professed that 
great secrets were revealed to her. About this time she 
acquired a friend at Amsterdam, who proved faithful to 
her as long as lie lived, and left her a good estate at his 
death : his name was De Cordt: he was one of the father* 
of the oratory, and their superior at Mechlin, and was di¬ 
rector also of an hospital for poor children. This prose¬ 
lyte was her first spiritual birth, and is said to have given 
her the same kind of bodily pangs and throes as a natural 
labour, which was the case also with her other spiritual 
children; and she perceived more or less of these pains, 
according as the truths wdiieh she had declared operated 
more or less strongly on their minds. Whence another of 
her disciples, a certain archdeacon, talking with Ue Cordt 
before their mother on the good and new resolution which 
they had taken, the latter observed, that her pains were 
much greater for him than for the former : the archdeacon, 
looking upon De Cordt, who was fat and corpulent, 
whereas he was a little man himself, said, smiling, “ It is 
no wonder that our mother has had a harder labour for you 
titan for me, since you are a great, huge child, whereas l 
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am but a little one ;” which discomposed the gravity of all 
the faces present: This has been recorded as a proof that 
our Antoinette’s disciples sometimes descended from the 
sublimity of tiicir devotion to the innocent raillery of peo¬ 
ple of the world. 

Our prophetess staid longer than she intended at Amster¬ 
dam, where she published her book of “The light of the 
world,” and some others; and finding all sorts crowd to 
visit her, she entertained hopes of seeing her doctrine ge¬ 
nerally embraced; but in that she was sadly deceived. 
For, notwithstanding her conversations with heaven were, 
as it is said, frequent, so licit she understood a great num¬ 
ber of things by revelation, yet she composed more books 
there than siie had followers. The truth is, her visions 
and revelations too plainly betrayed the visionary and en¬ 
thusiastic temper of her mind, and many of them were too 
grossly 1 indecent to proceed from a mind that was not 
tainted with insanity. She had likewise some qualities not 
very well calculated to attract proselytes; her temper was 
morose and peevish; and she was extremely avaricious and 
greedy of amassing riches. This quality rendered her ut¬ 
terly uncharitable ns to the branch of almsgiving, and so im¬ 
placably unforgiving to such poor peasants as had robbed 
her of any ftific, that she used to prosecute them vvitii the 
utmost rigour. 

Her stay at Amsterdam was chiefly owing to the happi¬ 
ness she had in her dear 13c Cordt: that proselyte had ad¬ 
vanced almost all his estate to some relations, in order to 
drain the island of Noordstraudt. it; Holstein, by which 
means he had acquired some part of the island, together 
with the tithes and government of the whole. He sold also 
an estate to madame Bourignon, who prepared to retire 
thither in 1668; but she rejected the proposal of Labadie 
and his disciples to settle themselves there with her. It 
seems they had offered De Cordt a large sum of money to 
purchase the whole island, and thereby obtained his con¬ 
sent to their settlement in it: this was cutting the grass 
under her feet, an injury which she took effectual care to 
prevent. Accordingly He Cordt dying on the 12th of No¬ 
vember 1069, made her Ins heir*: which inheritance, 

* This fanatic designed Noordsiran.lt He had sold them a part, giving up all 
for the persecuted saints of God ; anil the rest, with his rights and pretensions 
taking the Janscnists to be such, he to the oratory of Mechlin, under cer- 
ilrcw them from all parts into the isle, tain conditions, which not being oil- 
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however, brought her into new troubles. Many law-suits 
were raised to hinder her from enjoying it: nor were her 
doctrine and religious principles spared on the occasion. 
However, she left Holland in 1671, to go into Noordstrandt. 

But stopping in her way at several places of Holstein, 
where she dismissed some disciples (who followed her, she 
found, for the sake of interest) she plied her pen, which 
was so prolific that she found it convenient to provide her¬ 
self with a press, where she printed her books in French, 
Hutch, and German. Among others she answered all her 
adversaries, in a piece entitled, “ The testimony of truth,’* 
in which she handled the ecclesiastics in a severe manner. 
In these controversial pieces she demonstrated her want of 
the first fundamental of all religion both natural and re¬ 
vealed, humility. Two Lutheran ministers raised the 
' _ «/ 

alarm against her by some hooks, in which they declared, 
that people had been beheaded and burnt for opinions 
more supportable than hers. The Labbadisls also wrote 
against her, and her press was prohibited. In this distress 
she retired to Hensberg in 16711, but was discovered, and 
treated so ill by the people under the character of a sor¬ 
ceress, that she was very liappj* in getting secretly away. 
Afterwards, being driven from city to city, she was at length 
forced to abandon Holstein, and went to Hamburgh in 
1676, as a place of more security ; but her arrival was no 
sooner known, than they endeavoured to seize her. On 
this she lay hid for some days, and then went to Fast Fries¬ 
land, where she got protection from the baron of Latz- 
bourg, and was made governess of an hospital. 

It is observable, that all other passions have their holi¬ 
days, but avarice never suffers its votaries to rest. When 
our devotee accepted the care of this charity, she declared 
that she consented to contribute her industry both to the 
building and to the distribution of the goods, and the in¬ 
spection of the poor, but without engaging any part of her 

served, he recovered his estate, but not a man given to drinking ; suspected of 
without great law-suits; whereby he having lost both f lilli and chanty ; and 
was imprisoned at Amsterdam, in who had even suffered hnnselt to be se- 
Marcli 1669, at the suit of the famous duced by a woman of Lisle, with whom 
Jausenist Mr. St. Amour. Before lie he lived, to the great scandal of every 
went to prison, he was severely cen- one. He continued six months in pri- 
sured by a bishop, who treated him as son, and came out on'y bv accident: 
a heretic, and as a man who coveted he went into his own island, and died 
the goods of this world, to the detriment of poison, in 1669. Vie coutinudu d« 
of those whom he had deceived, by M. de Bourignon, p- 230, 231. 
selling them lands in Noordstrandt; as 
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estate; for which she alleged two reasons, one, that her 
goods had already Ueu dedicated to God for the use of 
those who sincerely sought to become true Christians the 
Other, that men and all human things are very in«.uii .._ant. 
On this principle, she resolved never to part with any 
thing, but reter all donations to her last wiii and testa¬ 
ment ; and accordingly, when she had distributed among 
these poor people certain revenues of the place annexed 
to this hospital by the founder, being asked if she would 
not contribute something of her own, she returned an an¬ 
swer in writing, that because tlie.se pour lived* like beasts, 
who had no souls to save, she had rattier throw her goods, 
which were consecrated to God, imo tlie sea, than leave 
the least mite there. It was on this account that she found 
persecutors in East Friesland, notwithstanding the baron 
de Latzhourg’s protection ; so that she took her way to 
Holland in 1680, but died at Franeker, on the 30th of 
October the same year. 

We have already mentioned the crookedness of her out¬ 
ward form, which probably was the reason why she would 
never sulfur her picture to be taken : however, her con¬ 
stitution was so tough, that, in spite of all the fatigues and 
troubles of her life, she seemed to be hut forty years of 
age, when she was above sixty : and, though she was al¬ 
most continually wearing her eyesight, both by reading 
and writing, yet she never made use of spectacles. She 
was lucky enough to have the three most remarkable 
periods of her life, as her birth, her arriving to the rank 
of an author, and her death, characterised by comets; a 
circumstance greatly favourable to a prophet and a teacher 
of a new religion, ller writings were voluminous, but it 
would be impossible to draw from them an accurate and 
consistent scheme of religion ; for the pretended “ Di¬ 
vine light,” that guides people of this class, does not pro¬ 
ceed in a methodical way of reasoning and argument; it 
discovers itself by flashes, which shed nothing but thick 
darkness in the minds of those who investigate truth with 
the understanding, and do not trust to the reports of fancy, 
that is so often governed by sense and passion. Madame 
Bourignon’s intellect was probably in a disordered state. 
One of her principal followers was Peter Poiret, a man of 
bold and penetrating genius, who was a great master of the 
Cartesian philosophy, and who proves in his own example, 
that knowledge and ignorance, reason and superstition, are 
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«ften divided by thin partitions, and that they sometimes 
not only dwell together in the same person, but also, by 
an unnatural and unaccountable union, afford mutual as* 
distance, and thus engender monstrous productions. 

Antoinette Bourignon had mo.e disciples in Scotland than 
in any other country perhaps of' the world. Not only lay¬ 
men, but some of their ecclesiastics, embraced Bourig- 
nonism : and one of Antoinette’s principal books was pub* 
lished, entitled “ The light of the world,” in English, in 
1696; to wlfich the translator added a long preface, to 
prove that this maid ought at least to pass for an extraor¬ 
dinary prophetess. Her tenets at one time gained so 
much ground in Scotland, as to become an object of great 
jealousy with the church, and measures were adopted by 
the General Assembiy*for checking the growth of this blas¬ 
phemous neresy. Dr. George Garden, a minister of Aber¬ 
deen, was depbsed in 1701, for teaching its “damnable 
errors,” and all candidates for orders are to this day re¬ 
quired to abjure and renounce the Bourignian doctrine. 
Mr. Charles Lesley, in the preface to the second edition 
of his “ Snake in the grass,” observed the errors of this 
sect; and they were refuted at large by Dr. Coekburn, in 
a piece entitled, Bourignonism detected, against messieurs 
Poirer, De Cordt, and the English translator of the “ Lux 
Mundi,” who endeavoured to shew that she was inspired* 
and had received a commission from God to reform Chris¬ 
tianity. This was answered by the Bourignonists in an 
apology for their leader; who has still a remnant left in 
some parts of North Britain. 1 

BOURNE (Immanuel), the son of a clergyman, was 
born in Northamptonshire, Dec. 27, 1590, and was edu¬ 
cated at Christ church, Oxford, where he took his master’s 
degree in 1616. About that time he .preache d under Dr. 
Piers, rector of St. Christopher’s, Throadtieedie-street, 
London, and was much encouraged in his studies and pro¬ 
fession by sir Samuel Tryon, knt. and inhabitant of that 
parish. In 1622, he got the living of Asiiover, in Derby¬ 
shire, which he retained many years. During ihe rebel¬ 
lion, he sided with the predominant party, and removed to 
London, where he became preacher of St. Sepulchre’s, 
and was much followed. In 1656, be became rector of 
Waltham in Leicestershire, and having conformed at the 
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restoration, was instituted to the rector}* of Ailston in the 
same county. Wood says be was well acquainted with 
the fathers and schoolmen. He died Dec. 27, 1G72, and 
was buried in the chancel of the church of Ailston. Besides 
some occasional sermons, he published, l. <£ A Light from 
Christ, &c.” or a preparatory to the Sacrament, London, 
1645, 8vo. 2. “ Defence of Scriptures,” ibid. 165&, 4to. 
3. 46 Defence and justification of ministers’ maintenance 
by tithes, &c.” against the Anabaptists and Quakers, ibid. 
1659, 4to. 4. “ A Gold Chain of directions'" with twenty 
Gold Links of love to preserve firm love between husband 
and wife,” ibid. 1669, 121110 .' 

BOURNE (Vincent), an elegant Latin poet, and a 
very amiable man, of whom we regret that our memoirs 
are so scanty, was admitted a schpisr of Westminster- 
sehool in 1710, from whence be was elected to the univer¬ 
sity of Cambridge in 1714, where, in Trinity college, he 
took his degree of A. B. 1717, and A. M. 1721, and ob¬ 
tained a fellowship. He was afterwards for several years 
an usher in Westiniuster-school, and died of a lingering 
disorder December 2, 1747. He married ; and in a letter 
which he wrote to his wife a few weeks before his death, 
gives the following reasons why he did not take orders: 
“ Though I think myself in strictness answerable to none 
but God and my own conscience, yet, for the satisfaction 
of the person that is dearest to me, I own and declare, that 
the importance of so great, a charge, joined with a mistrust 
of my own sufficiency, made me fearful of undertaking it ; 
if I have not in that capacity assisted in the salvation of 
souls, I have not been the means of losing any ; if I have 
not brought reputation to the function by any merit of 
mine, I have the comfort of this reflection, I have given 
no scandal to it, by my meanness and unworthiness. It 
has been my sincere desire, though not my happiness, to 
be as useful in my little sphere of life as possible : my own 
inclinations would have led me to a more likely way of 
being serviceable, if I might have pursued them : however, 
as the method of education I have been brought up in was, 
I am satisfied, very kindly intended, I have nothing to 
find fault with, but a wrong choice, and the not knowing 
those disabilities I have since been truly conscious of: 
tho&e difficulties I have endeavoured to get over; but found 
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them insuperable. It has been the knowledge of these dis¬ 
couragements, that has been" the chief subject of my sleep¬ 
ing, as well as my waking thoughts, a fear of reproach and 
contempt.” While we admire the conscientious motives 
which induced him to contemplate, with reverential awe, 
the duties of a clergyman, we must regret the concurrence 
of events which, according to the conclusion of this letter, 
seems to have led him into a way of life not agreeable to 
his inclinations. Cowper, however, in one of his excellent 
letters, throws some light on those peculiar habits, which 
were not certainly very happily adapted to his situation as 
a public teacher. “ I love,” says Cowper, “ the memory 
of Vinny Bourne. I think him a better Latin poet than 
Tibullus, Propertius, Ausonius, or any of the writers in 
his way, except Ovid, and not at all inferior to him. I 
love him too, with a love of partiality, because he was usher 
of tiic fiftu form at Westminster when I passed through it. 
He was so good-natured, and so indolent, that I lost more 
than l got by him ; for he made me as idle as himself. He 
was such a sloven, as if he had trusted to his genius as a 
cloak for every thing that could disgust you in his per¬ 
son ; and indeed in his writings he has almost made amends 
for all. His humour is entirely original—he can speak of 
a magpie or a cat., in terms so exquisitely appropriated to 
the character he draws, that one would suppose him ani¬ 
mated by the spirit of the creature he describes. And 
with ail Ids drollery, there is a mixture of rational, and 
even religious reflection, at times, and always an air of 
pleasantry, good nature, and humanity, that makes him, in 
iny mind, one of the most amiable writers in the world. It 
is not common to meet, with an author who can make you 
smile, and yet at nobody's expence ; who is always enter¬ 
taining, and vet always harmless ; and who, though always 
elegant and classical, to a degree not always found in the 
classics themselves, charms more by the simplicity and 
playfulness of his ideas, than by the neatness and purity of 
his verse : yet such was poor Vinny. I remember seeing 
the duke of Richmond set fire to his greasy locks, and box 
his ears to put it out again.” 

His writings, thus characterised, were published in 1772, 
under the title of “ Miscellaneous Poems, consisting of 
originals and translations,” 4to, and certainly will be a 
lasting testimony of his talents. He was, perhaps, at the 
time he wrote, the best Latin poet in Europe. * Most of 
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the pieces in this volume had been printed in his life-time, 
if we mistake not, in a smaller volume. Dr. Beattie, after 
noticing that Boileau did not know that tht're were any 
good poets in England, till Addison made him a present of 
the “ Musae Anglican*,” remarks that “ those foreigners 
must entertain a high opinion of ottr pastoral poetry, who 
have seen the Latin translations of Vincent Bourne, par¬ 
ticularly those of the ballads of * Tweedside,’ ‘ William 
and Margaret,’ and Rowe’s ‘ Despairing beside a clear 
stream,’ of which it is no compliment to say, that in sweet¬ 
ness "of numbers, and elegant expression, they are at least 
equal to the originals, and scarce inferior to any thing in 
Ovid or Tibullus.” 1 

BOURSAULT (Edmund), a French dramatic writer 
and satirist, was born in 1638, at Mussi-l’eveque in Bur¬ 
gundy. He was not brought up at school, and could only 
speak the rude provincial dialect of his county, when he 
came to Paris in 1651, yet, by the perusal of good books, 
with his good memory, lie was soon able to converse and 
to write elegantly in French. Having composed, by or¬ 
der of Louis XIV. a book of no great merit, entitled “ Of 
the proper study of sovereigns,” 1671, 12mo, the king 
was so well pleased with it, that he would have appointed 
him sub-preceptor to Monseigneur, if Boursault had been 
master of the Latin language. The duchess of Angouleme, 
widow of a natuial son of Charles IX. having taken him to 
be her secretary, he was engaged to turn every week the 
gazette into rhyme, which procured him a pension of 2000 
livres. Louis XIV. and his court were much entertained 
with him; but, having employed his satire against the 
Franciscans and the Capuchins, lie was silenced. The 
queen’s confessor, a Spanish cordelier, caused both the 
gazette and the pension to be suppressed ; and would have 
had him imprisoned, had it not been for the interest exert¬ 
ed in his behalf by his patrous. He shortly after obtained 
a new licence, and published his gazette under the title of 
the “ Merry Musebut it was again suppressed. He 
afterwards got into favour once more, and was made re¬ 
ceiver of the excise at Montlu^on, where he died of a vio¬ 
lent colic, aged 63, Sept. 5, 1701. He wrote several 
theatrical pieces, and other works. The chief of them 

* Critical Rev. vol. XXXIII.—Beattie’* Essays, p. 733.—Hayley's Life of 
fowper.—Welch’s Westminster scholars.—Cantabrigienses Graduati. 
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are, “ jEsop in the city,” and “ jEsop at court;” which 
long remained to the stage. These two pieces and the 
following are an agreeable satire on the ridiculous manners 
of the several ages and conditions of life. His verse in 
general is harmonious, but his style sometimes negligent, 
yet in general easy and suitable to the subject. 2. The 
“ Mercure galante,” or “ La comedie sans titre,” in which 
he ingeniously ridicules the rage for getting a place in the 
Mercure galant. 3. “ La satyre des satyres,” in one act. 
Boileau’s satirical notice of Boursault, to avenge Moliere, 
with whom he had had a difference, gave occasion tfb this 
piece, which Boileau had interest enough and meanness 
enough to prevent being played. The satirist being some 
years afterwards at the baths of Bourbon, Boursault, at that 
time receiver of the excise at Montiugon, repaired thither 
on purpose to offer him his purse and his services. At this 
act of generosity Boileau was much affected; and they 
immediately engaged in a mutual friendship, of which 
Boursault was highly deserving by the gentleness of his 
manners, 4 and the cheerfulness of his disposition. He be¬ 
haved with less tolerance, however, towards his other cen¬ 
sors; and was able sometimes to chastise them with effect. 
A cabal having prevented the success of the first repre¬ 
sentation of “ iEsop in the city,” the author added to it a 
fable of the dog and the ox, applying the moral of it to 
the pit; which so effectually silenced the cabal, that the 
piece had a run of forty-three nights without interruption. 
Thomas Corneille had a sincere regard for Boursault, whom 
he used to call his son, and insisted on his applying to be 
admitted a member of the academy. Boursault desired to 
be excused on account of his ignorance, adding with his 
usual simplicity, “ What would the academy do with an 
ignorant and illiterate (ignare & non lettre) member, who 
knows neither Latin nor Greek?” “We are not talking 
(returned Corneille) of a Greek or Latin academy, but of 
a French academy; and who understands French better 
than you?” There are*likewise by him, 1. Some ro¬ 
mances, “ The marquis de Cliavigny,” “ The prince de 
Conddwhich are written with spirit; “ Artemisia and 
Polyanthus ; and, “ We should only believe what we see.” 
2. A collection of letters on subjects of respect, obligation, 
and gallantry; known under the name of “ Lettres a Ba¬ 
bel ;” now forgotten. 3. “ Lettres nouvelles,” with fa¬ 
bles, tales, epigrams, remarks, bon-mots, &c. 3 vols. 12mo, 
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several times reprinted, though mostly written in a loose 
and inelegant style : a miscellany, which was very popu¬ 
lar when it first came out; but is much less at present, as 
the tales and bon-mots which Boursault has collected, or 
put into verse, are found in many other books. His fables 
have neither the simplicity of those of La Fontaine, nor 
the elegant precision of Phacdrus. There is an edition of 
the “ Theatre de Boursault,” in 3 vols. 1746, 12mo. 1 

BOURSIER (Lawrence Francis), doctor of the Sor- 
bonne, was born at Ecoven in the diocese of Paris, in 
1679, and died at Paris in 1749, at the age of 70. He 
published, 1. “ L’action de Dieu sur les creatures,” Paris, 
U vols. 4to, or 6 vols. 12mo. This treatise, in which he 
endeavours to establish physical premotion by argument, 
was attacked by Malebranche ; but it discovers the powers 
of a profound metaphysician. 2. A memoir presented to 
Peter the Great by the doctors of Sorbonne for the re¬ 
union of the Greek and Latin churches. When the tzar 
appeared in the Sorbonne, Boursier addressed him on the 
subject of this memoir. The monarch immediately an¬ 
swered, that he was but a soldier. Boursier replied, that 
he was a hero ; and that, as a prince, he was a protector of 
^religion.—** This re-union is not so easy a matter (said the 
tzar); there are three points that divide us : the pope, the 

procession of the Holy Ghost-” As he had forgot the 

third point, which is the unleavened bread and the cup, 
Boursier recalled it to his mind. “ As for that article,” re¬ 
turned the emperor, “we shall have no difficulty in coming 
to an agreement.” At the end of the conversation, the 
Russian sovereign asked for a memorandum of it: it was 
given him ; but nothing more was ever heard of it. 3. An 
enormous quantity of publications on subjects of eccle¬ 
siastical controversy, enumerated by Moreri. There was 
another of the name, almost a contemporary, Philip Bour¬ 
sier, deacon of Paris, where he was born in 1693, and died 
in 1768, aged 77. He was the first author, in 1727, of 
the “ Nouvelles ecclesiastiques in which work he had 
several coadjutors, as Messrs. d’Etemare, de Fernanville, 
Berger, de Russy6, de Troya, Fontaine. But he alone 
composed the greatest part of the discourses that annually 
precede this periodical work. 3 

* -Moreri',—Diet. Hist.—Gen. Diet.—Niceron, vol. XIV.—Biog. Gailiea, 
11. * Diet. Ilist.—.M oieii. 
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BOUVART (Michael Philip), physician and doctor 
regent of the faculty of Paris, ami associate-veteran of the 
academy of sciences, was born at Chartres Jan. II, 1717. 
Many of his ancestors having beeu physicians, he deter¬ 
mined on the same profession, which he practised at Pa¬ 
ris with so much success that no physician was more con¬ 
sulted ; yet this did not prevent his being jealous of Tron- 
chin, Borden, and some otln rs, of whom he spoke very 
illiberally, but he was a man otherwise of great kindness 
and benevolence. One anecdote is recorded as character¬ 
istic. A banker, who baa experienced some heavy losses, 
was taken ill, and Bouvart, who was called in, suspected 
that this weighed on his mind, but could not obtain the se¬ 
cret from him. The banket’s wife, however, was more 
communicative, and told him that her husband bad a pay¬ 
ment of twenty thousand litres to make vt ry shortly, tor 
which he was unprovided. Bouvart, without making any 
professions of sorrow or assistance, went immed a e!y home 
and sent the ni.viey to ids patient, who recovered surpris¬ 
ingly. ' Bouvart wrote only two or three small tracts : one a 
critique on Trunclun’s hook, “de coliea Pictonum,” 1 7a8, 
8vo ; a “ Consultation sur line naissanee tardive,” against 
the anatomists Petit and Berlin, 1765, 8vo; and u“j\ie- 
nioire au sujet de 1’honoraire des medicines,” 1768, 4to, 
all written in a keen, controversial style. He was also an 
opponent of inoculation for the small pox. lie introduced 
the use of the polygala of Virginia in cases of thebiteof ve¬ 
nomous reptiles, and this was the subject of the only paper 
he contributed to the academy ; but the remedy, although 
said to he successful in his hands, fell into disrepute. He 
died Jan. 19, 1787. 1 

BOYVKR (Archibald), a person of a very celebrated, 
but dubious character, was a native of Scotland, born on 
the 17th of January 1686 at or near Dundee, of an ancient 
family, by his own account, which had been for several 
hundred years possessed of an estate in the county of An¬ 
gus in Scotland. In September 1702, at the age of six¬ 
teen, he was sent to the Scots college of Douay, where he 
studied until the year 1706, to the end of his lirst year of 
philosophy. From thence he was removed to Rome, and 
on the 9th day of December 1706, was admitted into the 
order of Jesus. After a noviciate of two years,, he went. 


Diet. IIR:. —Hinges del Acadeiniciens, vol. IV. 
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in the year 1712, to Fano, where he taught humanities 
during the space of two years. He then removed to Fer- 
n>o, and resided there three years, until the year 1717, 
when lie was recalled to Home to study divinity in the Ro¬ 
man college. There he remained until the year 1721, 
when lie was sent to the coliege of Arezzo, where he staid 
until the year 17z3, and became reader of philosophy, and 
consultor to the rector of the college. He then was sent 
to Florence, where he remained but a short time, being in 
the same year removed to Macerala, at which place he con¬ 
tinued until the year 1726. Between the two latter periods 
it seems probable that he made his last vows, his own ac¬ 
count fixing that event in the month of March 1722, at 
Florence ; though, as he certainl}' was that year at Arezzo, 
it is most likely io have been a year later. 

Ha\iugthus been confirmed in the order of the Jesuits, 
and arrived at the aue of almost forty vears, it w r as reason¬ 
able to suppose that Mr. Bower woulu nave passed through 
life with no other changes loan such as are usual with per¬ 
sons of the same order ; but this uniformity of life was not 
destined to be his jot. To whatever cause it is to be as¬ 
cribed—whether, according to liis own account, to his dis¬ 
gust at the enormities committed by the inquisition, ill 
which he performed the office of counsellor; or, as his ene¬ 
mies assert, to his indulgence of his passions, particularly 
with a nun to whom he was ghostly lather ; certain it is, 
that in the year 1726 lie was removed from Maceratato Pe¬ 
rugia, and from ijicnce made his escape into England, where 
he arrived at the latter end of June or July, after various 
adventures, which it now becomes our duty to communicate 
to the reader, and which we shall do in his own words ; 
premising, however, that the truth of the narrative has 
been impeached in several very material circumstances. 
Having determined to put into execution his design of 
quitting the inquisition and bidding for ever adieu to 
Italy, he proceeds : “ To execute that design with some 
safety, I purposed to beg leave of the inquisitor to visit the 
Virgin of Loretto, but thirteen miles distant, and to pass 
a week there; but in the mean time to make the best of 
my way to the country of the Grisons, the nearest country 
to Macerata, out ot the reach of the inquisition. Having 
therefore, after many conflicts with myself, asked leave to 
visit the neighbouring sanctuary, and obtained it, I set out 
pn horseback the very next morning, leaving, as I purposed 
to keep the horse, his full value with the owner. I took 
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the road to Loretto, but turned out of it at a small distance 
from hecanati, after a most violent struggle with myself, 
the attempt appearing to me, at that juncture, quite de¬ 
sperate and impracticable ; and the dreadful doom reserved 
for mshould I miscarry, presenting itself to my mind in 
the strongest light. But the reflection thar I had it in my 
power to avoid being taken alive, and a persuasion that a 
man in my situation tnigh; lawfully avoid it, when every 
other means laded him, at the expcnce of his life, revived 
my staggered resolution ; and all my fears ceasing at once, 

I steered my course, leaving Loretto behind me, to Calvi , 
in the dukedom of Urbino, and from thence through the 
Romagna into the Bolonese, keeping the by-roads, and at 
a good distance from the cities of Fano, Pisaro, Rimini, 
J'orli, Faenza, and imola, through which the high road 
passed Thus 1 advanced very slowly, travelling, generally 
speaking, in very bad roads, and often in places where 
there was no road at all, to avoid not only the cities and 
towns, hut ev en the villages. In the mean time I seldom 
had any other support than some coarse provisions, and a 
very siiiaSi quantity even of them, that the poor shepherds, 
the countrymen, or wood cteavcrs, 1 met in those unfre¬ 
quented by-pi ices, could spare me. My horse fared not 
much better than myself; hut in choosing my sleeping- 
place I consulted his convenience as much as my own ; 
passing the night where I found most shelter for myself, 
and most grass for him. In Italy there are very few soli¬ 
tary farrn-houses or cottages, tiie country people there all 
living together in villages; and I thought it tar safer to lie 
wnere 1 could be any way sheltered, titan to venture into 
any of them. Thus 1 spent seventeen days before I got out 
of the Ecclesiastical State; and 1 very narrowly escaped 
being taken or murdered on the very borders of that state. 
Jt happened thus: 

“ I had passed two whole days without any kind of sub¬ 
sistence whatever, meeting nobody in the by-roads that 
would supply me with any, and fearing to come near any 
house, as 1 was not far from the borders of the dominions 
ot the pope—1 thought l sli-.-uld be able to hold out till I 
got into tiie Modenese, where I believed I should be in less 
danger than while I remained in tue papal dominions; but 
finding myself about noon of the third day extremely weak, 
and ready to faint, I came into the high road that leads 
from Bologna to Florence, at a few miles distance from the 
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former city, and alighted at a post house that stood quite 
by itself. Having asked the woman of the house whether she 
had any victuals read}', and being told that she had,»I went 
to open the door of the only room in the house (that being a 
place where gentlemen only stop to change horses), and 
saw, to my great surprise, a placard pasted on it with a 
most mipute description of my whole person, and the pro¬ 
mise of a reward of 800 crowns, about 200/. English money, 
for delivering me up alive to the inquisition, being a fugi¬ 
tive from the holy tribunal, and 600 crowns for my head. 
By the same placard all persons were forbidden, on the pain 
of the greater excommunication, to receive, harbour, or en¬ 
tertain me, to conceal or to screen me, or to be any way 
aiding and assisting to me in making my escape. This greatly 
alarmed me, as the reader may well imagine ; but I was 
still more affrighted when entering the room 1 saw two fel¬ 
lows drinking there, who, fixing their eyes upon me as 
soon as I came, continued looking at me very steadfastly. I 
strove, by wiping my face, by blow ing my nose, by look¬ 
ing out at the window, to prevent then* having a full view 
of me. But one of them saying, ‘ The gentleman seems 
afraid to be seen,’ I put up my handkerchief, and turning 
to the fellow said boldly, ‘ What do you mean, you rascal ? 
Look at me ; I am not afraid to be seen.’ He said nothing, 
but, looking again steadfastly at me, and nodding his head, 
went out, and his companion immediately followed him. I 
watched them ; and seeing them with two or three more in close 
conference, and, no doubt, consulting whether they should 
apprehend me or not, I walked that moment into the stable, 
mounted my horse unobserved by them, and, while they 
were deliberating in an orchard behind the house, rode off 
full speed, and in a few hours got into the Modenese, where 
1 refreshed both with food and with rest, as I was there in 
no immediate danger, my horse and myself. I was indeed 
surprised to find that those fellows did not pursue ine ; nor 
can I any other way account for it but by supposing, what is 
not improbable, that as they were strangers as well as my¬ 
self, and had all the appearance of banditti or ruffians flying 
oat of the dominions of tne pope, the woman of the house 
dtd not care to trust them with her horses. From the Mo¬ 
denese 1 continued my journey more leisurely through the 
Parmesan, the Milanese, and part of the Venetian territory, 
to Claiavennu, subject, with its district, to the Grisons, who 
abhor the very name of the inquisition, and are ever ready to 
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receive and protect all who, flying from it, take refuge, as 
many Italians do, in their dominions. However, as l proposed 
getting as soon as I could to the city of Bern, the metropo¬ 
lis ot that great protestant canton, and was informed that my 
best way was through the cantons of Ury and Underwald, 
and part of the canton of Luccm, all thive popish cantons, 
I carefully concealed who 1 was and from whence 1 came. 
For though no inquisition prevails among the Swiss, yet the 
pope’s nuncio, who resides at Lucern, might have per¬ 
suaded the magistrates of those popish cantons to stop me 
as an apostate and deserter from the order. 

“ Having rested a few days at Ohiavenna, I resumed my 
journey quite refreshed, continuing it through the country 
of the Gt isons, and the two small cantons of Ury and Un- 
derwakl to the canton of Lucern. There 1 missed my way, 
as I was quite unacquainted with the country, and discover¬ 
ing a city at a distance, was advancing to it, but very 
slowly, as I knew not where l was; when a countryman 
whom I met informed me that the city before me was Lu¬ 
cern. Upon that intelligence I turned out of the road as 
soon as the countryman was out of sight; and that night 
I passed with a good-natured shepherd in his cottage, who 
supplied me with sheep’s milk, and my horse witli plenty of 
grass. I set out very early next morning, making the best 
of my way 7 westward, as I knew that Bern lay west of Lu¬ 
cent. But after a few miles the country proved very moun¬ 
tainous; and having travelled the whole day over moun¬ 
tains, I was overtaken amongst them by night. As 1 was 
looking out for a place where I might shelter myself during 
the night against the snow and rain, for it both snowed and 
rained, 1 perceived a light at a distance ; and, making to¬ 
wards it, got into a kind of footpath, but so narrow and 
rugged that I was obliged to lead my horse and feel my way 
with one foot, having no light to direct me, before 1 durst 
move the other. Thus with much difficulty I reached the 
place where the light was, a poor little cottage ; and, 
knocking at the door, was asked by a man within who I 
was, and what I wanted. 1 answered that I was a stranger, 
and had lost my way. * Lost your way !’ replied the man; 

* there is no way here to lose.’ 1 then asked him in what 
canton I was; and upon his answering that I was in the 
canton of Bern, ‘ I thank God,’ I cried out, transported 
with joy, ‘ that I am.’ The good man answered, ‘ And so 
do 1.’ I then told him who I was, and that I was going to 
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Bern,but had quite lost myself by keeping out of allthe high 
roads to avoid falling into the hands of those who sought my 
destruction. He thereupon opened the door, received and 
entertained me with all the hospitality his poverty would 
admit of, regaled me with sour-krout and some new-laid 
eggs, the only provisions he had, and clean straw with a 
kind of rug for my bed, he having no other for himself and 
his wife. The good woman expressed as much satisfaction 
and good-nature in her countenance as her husband, and 
said many kind things in the Swiss language, which her 
husband interpreted for me in the Italian ; for that language 
he well understood, and spoke so as to be understood, hav¬ 
ing learnt it as he told me in his youth while servant in a 
public-house on the borders of Italy, where both languages 
are spoken. I never passed a more comfortable night; and 
no sooner did 1 begin to stir in the morning, than the good 
man and his wife came both to know how I rested, and 
wishing they iiad been able to accommodate me better, 
obliged me to breakfast on two eggs, which Providence, 
they said, had supplied them with for that purpose. I 
then took leave of the wife, who, with her eyes lifted up to 
heaven, seemed most sincerely to wish me a good journey. 
As for the husband, he would by all means attend me to 
the high road leading to Bern; which road, he said, was but 
two miles distant from that place. But he insisted on my 
first going back with him to see the way I had come the 
night before, the only way, he said, 1 could have possibly 
come from the neighbouring canton of Lucern. I saw it, 
and shuddered at the danger 1 had escaped; for I found 
that I had walked and led my horse a good way along a 
very narrow path on the brink of a dreadful precipice. The 
man made so many pious aud pertinent remarks on the oc¬ 
casion, as both charmed and surprised me. I no less ad¬ 
mired his disinterestedness than his piety : for, upon our 
parting, after he had attended me till I was out of all dan¬ 
ger of losing my way, I could by no means prevail upon 
him to accept of any reward for his trouble. He had the sa¬ 
tisfaction, he said, of having relieved me in the greatest 
distress, which was in itself a sufficient reward, and he cared 
t&r "ho other. 

“ I reached Bern that night, and purposed staying some 
. time there; but being informed by the principal minister of 
the place, to whom I discovered myself, that boats went 
frequently down the Rhine at that time of the year with 
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goods and passengers from Basil to Holland, and advised 
by him to avail myself of that opportunity, I set out accord* 
ingly the next day, and crossing the popish canton of So- 
leurre in the night, but very carefully avoiding the town of 
that name, I got early the next morning to Basil. There I 
met with a most friendly reception from one of the minis¬ 
ters of the place, having been warmly recommended to him 
by a letter I brought with me from his brother at Bern. 
As a boat was to sail in two days, he entertained me very 
elegantly during that time at his house; and I embarked 
the third day, leaving my horse to my host in return for 
his kindness. 

“The company in the boat consisted of a few traders, of 
a great many vagabonds, the very' refuse of tue neighbouring 
nations, and some criminals flying from justice. But I was 
not long with them ; for the boat striking against a rock 
not far from Strasburgh, I resolved not to wait till it was re¬ 
fitted (as it was not my r design to go to Holland), but to 
pursue my journey partly in the common diligence or stage 
coach, and partly on post-horses, through France into 
Flanders. 

“And here I must inform the reader, that though the 
cruelties of the inquisition had inspired me with great hor¬ 
ror at their being encouraged under the name of religion, 
and I had thereupon begun to entertain many doubts con¬ 
cerning other doctrines that I had till that time implicitly 
swallowed, as most Italian catholics do, without examina¬ 
tion ; nevertheless, as I had not thoroughly examined them, 
nor had an opportunity of examining them, being employed 
in studies of a quite different nature, I was not yet deter¬ 
mined to quit either that church or the order. Having 
therefore got safe into French Flanders, I there repaired to 
the college of the Scotch Jesuits at Douay ; and discover¬ 
ing myself to the rector, I acquainted him with the cause 
of my sudden departure from Italy, and begged him to 
give immediate notice of my arrival, as well as the motives 
of my flight, to Michael Angelo Tamburini, general of the 
order, and my very particular friend. My repairing thus 
to a college of Jesuits, and putting myself in their power, 
is a plain proof, as may' be observed here by the way, that 
it was iiot because I was guilty of any crime, or to avoid the 
punishment due to any crime, that I had fled from Italy ; 
for, had that been the case, no man can think that instead 
of repairing to Holland or England, as I might have easily 
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done, and hid the whole order defiance, I would have thus 
delivered myself up to them, and put it in their power to 
indict on me what punishment soever they pleased. 

“The rector wrote, as I had desired him, to the general ; 
and the general, taking no notice of my flight in his an¬ 
swer (l'or he could not disapprove it, and did not think it 
safe to approve it), ordered me to continue where 1 was 
till further orders, i arrived at Dotiny early in Mat*, and 
continued there till the latter end of June or the beginning 
of July, when the rector received a second letter from the 
general, acquainting him, that he had been commanded 
by the congregation of the inquisition to order me, wherever 
I was, back to Italy ; to promise me in their name full 
pardon and forgiveness, if 1 obeyed ; but if 1 did not obey, 
to treat me as an apostate. He added, that the same order 
had been transmitted soon after mv flight to the nuncios 
at the different Roman catholic courts; and he therefore 
advised me to consult my own safety without farther delay. 

“ It is to be observed here, that it is deemed apostacy 
in a person of any religious order to quit his habit, and 
withdraw, without the knowledge of his superiors, from 
the college, convent, or monastety, in which they have- 
placed him ; and that all bishops are not only impowered, 
but bound to apprehend such an apostate within the limits 
of their respective jurisdictions, and deliver him up to his 
superiors to he punished by them. As 1 had quilted the 
habit, and withdrawn from the college of JYlacerata, with¬ 
out leave from my superiors who had placed me there, I 
should have been treated as an apostate, i»ad 1 been dis¬ 
covered in my flight in a Roman catholic country, even 
where no inquisition prevailed. But my returning volun¬ 
tarily, and resuming the Habit, cleared me from the guilt 
of apostacy at the general’s tribunal, nay, and at that ol* 
the inquisition itself. However, the congregation of the 
inquisition had it still in their power to oblige the general 
to recal me to Italy, and to treat me as an apostate if I 
did not obey; disobedience to an express command of a 
lawful superior being deemed apostacy, and punished as 
such with clo$c confinement, and with bread and water for 
food till the order is complied with. That order the gene¬ 
ral received ; but his friendship for me, of which lie had 
given me some remarkable instances, and his being fully 
convinced of my innocence, the inquisitor himself having 
nothing to day to my charge but my flight, prompted him 
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to warn me of the danger that threatened me. Indeed I 
thought myself quite safe in the dominions of France; and 
should accordingly have lived there unmolested by the in¬ 
quisition, what crime soever I had been guilty of cogniz¬ 
able by that tribunal alone ; but as I had belonged to it, 
and was consequently privy to their hellish proceedings, 
they were apprehensive I should discover them to the 
world ; and it was to prevent me from ever discovering 
them, that they obliged the general to order me back to 
Italy, and promise me, in their name, a free pardon if I 
complied, but to coniine me for life if I did not comply 
with the order. 

“ Upon the receipt of the general’s kind letter, the rec¬ 
tor was of opinion, that I should repair by all means, and 
without loss of time, to England, not only as the safest 
asylum I could fly to in my present situation, but as a 
place where I should soon recover my native language, 
and be usefully employed, as soon as I recovered it, either 
there or in Scotland. I readily closed with the rector’s 
opinion, being very uneasy in my mind, as my old doubts 
in point of religion daily gained ground, and new ones 
arose upon my reading, which was my only employment, 
the books of controversy I found in the library of the col¬ 
lege. The place being thus agreed on, and it being at 
the same time settled between the rector and me that I 
should set out the very next morning, 1 solemnly pro¬ 
mised, at his request and desire, to take no notice, after 
my arrival in England, of his having bteen any w-ays privy 
to my flight, or of the general’s letter to him. This pro¬ 
mise I have faithfully and honourably observed; and I 
should have thought myself guilty of the blackest ingrati¬ 
tude if 1 had not observed it, being sensible that, had it 
been known at Rome that either the rector or general had 
been accessary to my flight, the inquisition would have re¬ 
sented it severely on both. For though a Jesuit in France 
or in Germany is out of the reach of the inquisition, the 
general is not; and the high tribunal not only have it in 
their power to punish the general himself, who resides 
constantly at Rome, but may oblige him to inflict what, 
punishment they please on any of the order obnoxious to 
them. 

“ The rector went that very night out of town ; and in 
liis absence, but not without his privity, I took one of the 
horses of the college early next morning, as if I were 
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going for change of air, being somewhat indisposed, to 
pass a few days at Lisle. But steering a different course, 

I reached Aire that night, and Calais the next day. I was 
there in no danger oi being stopped and seized at the pro¬ 
secution of the inquisition, a tribunal no less abhorred in 
France than in England. But being informed by the gene¬ 
ral, that the nuncios at the different courts had been or¬ 
dered, soon after my flight, to cause me to be apprehended 
in the Roman catholic countries through which I might 
pass, as an apostate or deserter from the order, I was 
under no small apprehension of being discovered and ap¬ 
prehended as such even at Calais. No sooner, therefore, 
did I alight at the inn, than I went down to the quay; and 
there, as I was very little acquainted with the sea, and 
thought the passage much shorter than it is, I endeavoured 
to engage some fishermen to carry me that very night in 
one of their small vessels over to England. This alarmed 
the guards of the harbour; and 1 should certainly have 
been apprehended, as guilty or suspected of some great 
crime, flying from justice, had not lord Baltimore, whom 
I had the good luck to meet at the inn, informed of my 
danger, and pitying my condition, attended me that mo¬ 
ment with all his company to the port, and conveyed me 
immediately on board his yacht. There I lay that night, 
leaving every thing I had but the clothes on my back in 
the inn j and the next day his lordship set me on shore at 
Dover, from whence I came in the common stage to Lon¬ 
don.” 

This is the narrative which, after thirty years, Mr. 
Bower gave the public as a genuine account. Whether 
owing to the inaccuracy of those who had formerly heard 
it, to the variations to which a tale frequently repeated is 
always liable, or to the neglect of veracity in the writer, it 
certainly differed from accounts which had been orally 
given by him too much not to furnish some suspicions of 
the author. On his arrival in England it appears to have 
been his first object to ptjjcure an introduction to some 
persons of respectability in the country destined for his 
future residence. He had heard of Dr. Aspinwall soon 
after his arrival; and that divine having formerly belonged 
to the order of Jesuits, he waited on him, and was kindly 
received. By this gentleman he was introduced to Dr. 
Clarke; and to them both he opened, as he says, his 
mind, without disguise, respecting his doubts relative to» 
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his faith. After several conferences with these gentlemen, 
and some with Berkeley, the bishop of Cloyne, then dean 
of Londonderry, added to his own reading and reasoning, 
he obtained, as he says, the fullest conviction that many 
of the favourite doctrines of Rome were not only evidently* 
repugnant to scripture and reason, but wicked, blasphe¬ 
mous, and utterly inconsistent with the attributes of the 
supreme and infinite being. lie there fore withdrew him¬ 
self from the communion of the church without further de¬ 
lay, took leave of the provincial, quitted the order, and 
broke off all connection with those of the communion. 
This happened in the month of November, 1726 . 

He did not, however,' become immediately a member 
of any other church. u I declined,” says he, “ conform¬ 
ing to any particular 'church ; hut, suspecting all alike, 
after 1 had been so long and so grossly imposed upon, I 
formed a system of religion to myself, and continued a pro- 
testant for the space, 1 think, of six years, but a protestant 
of no particular denomination. At iasfc i conformed to the 
church of England, as free in her service as any reformed 
church from the idolatrous practices and superstitions of 
popery, and less inclined than many others to fanaticism 
and enthusiasm.” 

By Dr. Aspinwali’s means he was introduced to all that 
gentleman’s friends am! acnm.Lnlan e ; and anion^ ethers 
to Dr. Goodman (physician to king George the first), who 
procured him to be recommended to lord Aylmer, who 
wanted a person to assist him in reading the classics. With 
this nobleman he continue.! several years on terms of the 
greatest intimacy ; anti was by him made known to all his 
lordship’s connect tons, and particularly to the family of 
lord Lyttelton, v. ho after a a. .is became his warm, steady, 
and to the last, when deserted by almost every other per¬ 
son, his unalterable friend. 

During the time he lived with lord Aylmer, he under¬ 
took, for Mr. Prevost, a bookseller, the “ Historia Lite- 
raria,” a monthly publication iu*the nature of a review, 
the first number of which was published in the year 1730 . 
He wrote the preface to that work, and several of the ar¬ 
ticles, in Italian ; not being, as he asserts, yet sufficiently 
acquainted with the English to write in that language *. 

* The preface was translated by Mr. Icy, who kept afterwards a boarding- 
Locktnan, aud ike rest by Mi. Bark- school at Little Chelsea. 
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In the mean time he closely applied to the study of the 
English tongue, and after six months began to think that 
he had no further occasion for a translator, and he em¬ 
ployed him no more. 

While he was yet engaged in writing the Historia I.ite- 
faria, the proprietors of the “ Universal History” would 
have engaged him in that undertaking. But though some 
advantageous offers were made him, he declined them, 
until the Historia Litcraria was relinquished in 1734. In 
the next year he agreed with the proprietors of the “ Uni¬ 
versal History,” and was employed by them to 1744, being 
the space of nine years *. 

While he was engaged in the “ Universal History,” he 
undertook, at the request of Mr. Charlton, of Apley castle, 
in Shropshire, the education of young Mr. Thompson, son 
of Mr. Thompson, of Cooley, in Berkshire : but the bad 
state of his health at that time did not allow him to con¬ 
tinue more than a twelvemonth in that family ; and upon 
his recovery, lord Aylmer engaged him to educate two of 
his children, one of whom afterwards became a captain in 
colonel Lee’s regiment, and the other a prebendary of 
Bristol. 

By the emoluments arising from his tuition and his writ¬ 
ings, it appears that in the year 1740 he had saved the sum 
of 1100/. in the Old South Sea annuities, with which he 
had resolved to purchase a life-annuity. In the disposition 
of this money he was engaged in a negoeiation for the loan 
of it, which afterwards proved fatal to his character. We 
shall again have recourse to Mr. Bower’s own account. 
Having determined to purchase this annuity, he proceeds 
in this manner : i( This resolution 1 imparted to several of 


• The part which he wrote of this 
work was the Homan history ; in the 
execution of which he is charged by his 
fellow-labourer, George Psalmanazar, 
with the blame of some material parts 
of the work, and particularly of the By¬ 
zantine history, being curtailed. f‘ The 
truth is,” says that author, “ that the 
author of the Roman history having 
wire-drawn it to above three times the 
length it was to have been, there was 
an absolute necessity of curtailing that 
of the Constantinopolitan emperors, to 
prevent the work swelling into an enor¬ 
mous bulk; and he himself hath a- 
bridged it in such a manner as hath 
quite marred it, since the reader will 


find most reigns contained in as many 
short paragraphs as they would liaie 
required sheets j which is so much the 
greater loss to the public, inasmuch 
as the Roman history, being so well 
known, and written by so many hands, 
was the fittest to have been epitomized; 
whereas the Byzantine, though equally 
curious and instructive, is >o little 
know'll, that it ought to have been writ¬ 
ten in a more copious mauncr, espe¬ 
cially as it abounds with the most in¬ 
teresting incidents to the church as well 
as the state : so that the author hath 
done, in both respects, the very reverse 
of what he ought to have done.” Psal- 
manazar's Life, p. 30S. 
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my protcstant frieuds; and, among the rest, to sir Thomas 
Mosiyn’s lawyer, and to sir Thomas himself, offering at 
the same time the above-mentioned sum to him, as he well 
remembers, and is ready to attest. But neither sir Tho¬ 
mas, nor any of my other protestant friends, caring to 
burthen their estates with a life-rent, I left my money in 
the funds till August 1741, when being informed that an 
act of parliament had passed for rebuilding a church in the 
city of London, St. Botolph’s Aldgate*', upon life-annui¬ 
ties, at seven per cent. I went upon that information into 
the city, with a design to dispose of my money that way. 
That this was my intention* Mr. Norris, eldest son to the 
late sir John Norris, with whom I advised about it at the 
time, still remembers, and is ready if required to declare. 
But 1 came too late, and found the subscription was closed. 
This disappointment I mentioned to Mr. Hill, whom I ac¬ 
cidentally met in Will’s coffee-house, near the Royal Ex¬ 
change ; and upon his offering me the same interest that 
was given by the trustees of the above-mentioned church, 
the bargain was concluded in a few meetings, and the sum 
of 1100/. transferred, Aug. 21, 1741, not to Mr. Sbirburn, 
as is said in the letter from Flanders, p. 64, but to Mr. 
Wright, Mr. Hill’s banker, as appears from the books of 
the Old South Sea annuities. Mr. Hill was a Jesuit, but 
transacted money matters as an attorney, and was in that 
way a very noted man, bore the character of a fair dealer, 
and dealt very largely in affairs of that nature with protes- 
tants as well as with papists. It was with him I immedi¬ 
ately dealt; as is manifest from the orders on his banker 
or cashier, Mr. Wright, in p. 72 of the libel, which were 
all signed by him, and by nobody else; and he paid me so 
punctually, that some time after I added 250/. to the sum 
already in his bauds, and received for the whole 94/. 1 Os. 
a year. I afterwards resolved to marry ; and it was chiefly 


* In this circumstance, however, he 
was mistaken. His Answer says : “ 1 
can now take upon me to assure the 
public, that Mr. Bower’s journey iuto 
tlie city to leml his money at St. Bo- 
tolpli’s, his coining too late, and finding 
the subscription closed, and his acci¬ 
dental meeting with Mr. llill at Will’s 
coffee-house, as related in his Defence, 
are fictions of the inventive imagina¬ 
tion of a man who appears to be ca¬ 
pable of sayiug any thing, where he 


thinks he shall not he traced.” Full 
Confutation of Mr. Bower, p. 6S.—In 
reply to which Mr. Bower says, “ It 
might tie St. Catherine’s Coleman, Feu- 
cliurch-street, or any other; that the 
point of importance was, that he meant 
to subscribe to a church, though his 
memory at such a distance of time 
might mistake the particular one.” 
Mr. Bower’s Reply to the Full Confuta¬ 
tion, p. 32. 

< o 
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upon that consideration, though not upon that alone, I 
applied to Mr. Hill to know upon what terms he would 
return me the capital. The terms he proposed were as easy 
as I could expect : for he agreed at once to repay it, only 
deducting what I had received over and above the com¬ 
mon interest of four per cent, during the time it had been 
in his hands ; and he did so accordingly, as soon as lie 
conveniently could. Thus did this money transac tion begin 
with Mr. Hill, was carried on by Mr. IItil, and with Mr. 
Hill did it end.” 

The account of this transaction given by his opponents 
is materially different. By them it is asserted, that alter 
a time he wished to return into tiie arms of the church ha 
had renounced, and therefore, in order to recommend 
himself to his superiors, he had recourse to a method 
which he thought would effectually prove his sincerity to¬ 
wards them. He proposed to father Shirburn, then pro¬ 
vincial in England, to £ivc up to him, as representative of 
the society’, the money’ he then possessed, on condition 
of being paid for it, during liis life, an annuity at the rate 
of seven per cent. This offer was accepted ; and on the 
21st of August 17'll, he paid to father Shirburn 1 iCi.it. ; 
and on the 27th of February 1741-2, he paid to the same 
person 150/. more upon the same; conditions. Kor did his 
confidence rest here; for, on the 6th of August 1743, he 
added another loo/. to the above sums, now augmented to 
1350/. when the several annuities were reduced into one, 
amounting to 1*4/. 10.v. for which a hood was given. This 
negotiation had the wished effect; and our author was 
re-admitted in a formal manner into the order of Jesus, at 
London, about the end of 1744 or beginning of 1745. 

It seems difficult to assign a sufficient reason wliv, after 
having been re-admitted to the order, he should again 
grow dissatisfied with his situation; though some conjec¬ 
tures have been offered to account for it. Certain it is, 
however, he once more determined to break with the Jesuits, 
and obtain his money again. To accomplish this point, 
he engaged in the correspondence; which afterwards was 
so much canvassed. It answered, however, his purpose: 
and he received his money back from the borrowers on the 
20th of June 1747. 

The success of the <c Universal History” in its first 
edition, encouraged the proprietors to venture on a se- 
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roiul; ;:ikI they had recourse, unluckily for themselves* 
and the credit of the work, to the aid of Mr. Bower, to 
revise and correct it. For this service lie received the sum 
of GOt;/. though it is asserted he did very little to the work ; 
and that even upon collating the two editions, so far as 
Mr. Sale wrote, where he professed to have done much, it 
appeared he had not made a single alteration, only substi¬ 
tuted in a few places the Hebrew chronology in the room 
of the Samaritan. 

Being thus disengaged from his literary employment, 
though he had not then received back his money Irum the 
Jesuits, he, on the 25r! 1 of March 1747, put forth the 
proposals for his “ History of the Popes;” a work, which, 
he fays, he undertook some years since at Home, and then 
hiou ;,hl it down to the ponUlicate of Victor, that is, to 
the close of the second century. In the execution of this 
work at that period iie professes to have received the first 
unfavourable sentiments of the pope’s supremacy. On 
the loth of May 1748, he presented to the king the first 
volume; and on the death of Mr. bay, keeper of queen 
Caroline’s library (10th of September), one of bis friends 
(Mr. Lyttelton, afterwards lord Lyttelton) applied to Mr. 
Pelham for that place for him, anil obtained it. The next 
\ ear, 1744 , on the 4th of August, he married a niece of 
bishop Nic.dson, and daughter of a clergyman of the 
church of England, a younger son of a gentleman’s family 
in Westmoreland, who bad a fortune of 4000/. sterling, 
and then had a child by a former husband ; which child lie 
afterwards deposed on oath was no way injured by his mar¬ 
riage. He bad been engaged in a treaty of marriage, 
which did not take ellect, in 1745. In 1751, the second 
volume of the History of the Popes made its appearance f. 


* “ With respect to tin* manage¬ 
ment of the painters about this seemed 
edition, they were guilty of two fatal 
errors : the first in committing so great 
a share of the work, as well as the re¬ 
vival of the whole, to a man who they 
had all reason to believe aimed chiefly 
at gain and dispatch; and to agree 
■with him by the tump, as they did, 
which would only prove a temptation 
to him to hurry it off as fast as he 
could; and as he accordingly did, to 
their no smalt mortification, us well as 
hurt to themselves and to the work. 1 


might add, that as he was and owned 
himself quite, unacquainted with the 
eastern languages, he was the most 
unqualified fur several pints 1 hat fell 
to his <ii of any; and if care had not 
been taken, would have committed 
such mistakes in the very spelling of 
the proper names, as woo'd quite have 
discredited n.’’—l’saluianaxar’s Life, 
p. o29. See aLo p. 

f In a !<•.ter fioin lord Lyttelton to 
Dr. Doddridge, dated Oct. 1751, he 
says, *• Von have brought on your 
distemper by loo continual study and 
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In the same year, 1751, Mr. Bower published by way of 
supplement to his second volume, seventeen sheets, which 
were delivered to his subscribers gratis; and about the 
latter end of 1753 he produced a third volume, which 
brought down his history to the death of pope Stephen, in 
757. His constant friend Mr. Lj'ttelton, at this time be¬ 
come a baronet, in April 1754 appointed him clerk of the 
buck warrants, instead of Henry Read, esq. who held that 
place under the earl of Lincoln. This office was probably 
of no great emolument. His appointment to it, how¬ 
ever, serves to shew the credit he was in with his 
patron. 

It was in this year the first serious attack was made upon 
him on account of his “History of the Popes,” in a 
pamphlet printed at Douav, entitled “ Remarks on the 
two first volumes of the late Lives of the Popes. In letters 
from a gentleman to a friend in the country,” 8vo ; and 
written, as Mr. Bower asserted, by a popish priest, Butler, 
one of the most active and dangerous emissaries of Rome 
in this kingdom. His correspondence with the Jesuits at 
last came to light; and falling into the hands of a person 
who possessed both the sagacity to discover, and the in¬ 
dustry to pursue and drag to public notice the practice's 
of our historian, the warfare began in 1756, and ended in 
the total disgrace of Mr. Bovver. After a careful perusal 
of the controversy, a list of which is here added in a note, 
we are compelled to believe that our author (who, shock¬ 
ing as it may be to observe, made an affidavit, denying 
the authenticity of letters we think fully proved) was 
clearly convicted of the material charges alleged against 
him. He repelled the attack, however, made on him, with 
great spirit; and continued to assert his innocence, and to 
charge his enemies with foul practices, long after his 
“ History of the Popes,” as well us his own veracity, had 
fallen into contempt. Wc find, in the course of this con¬ 
troversy, he ran some hazard of being brought on the stage 
by Mr. Garrick, on account of the manner in which lie 

labour in your spiritual functions, and against all these attacks; and as to 
an’ entire remission of mind is abso- the ridiculous story of my having dis- 
lutely necessary for your recovery. I carded him. the intimate friendship in 
therefore request it of you not to write which we continue to live will he a suf- 
the prefaee to Bower’s book: it. will ficieut answer to I hat, and better than 
do more harm to yon thau good to him : any testimony formally given.”—Itod- 
tile merit of the work will bear it up dridge’s Letters, p. 471, Svo, 1790. 



BOWER, 


263 


mentioned that incomparable actor and liis lady in one of 
his works*. 

From this period bis whole time seems to have been 
spent in ineffectual attacks upon his enemies, and equally 
vain efforts to recover the reputation of himself and his 
“ History of the Popeswhich points he pursued with 
great spirit, considering the age to which he had then at¬ 
tained. Before the controversy had ended, he published 
his fourth \olumc; and in 1757 an abridgment of the first 
four volumes of his work was published in French at Am¬ 
sterdam. In 1761 he seems to have assisted the author of 
“ Authentic. Memoirs concerning the Portuguese Inquisi¬ 
tion, in a series of letters to a friend,” Svo; and about 
the same time produced the fifth volume of his History of 
the Popes. To this volume he annexed a summary view 
of the controversy between himself and the papists, in 


■V Tiiis was in his “ Summary view 
oi' the Controversy between the Papists 
and the Authoi,” Ato, p. 1 ( .S; where¬ 
in, after taking notice of an observa¬ 
tion of his antagonist, that he had not 
ventured of late ti> visit tin- geuilcinnn 
and lady mention",! in one of the 
pamphlets published against him, he 
replies : “ Now, that foreigners, and 

they who live at a distance from Lon¬ 
don, may not think that I dare not 
shew my face at the house of any red 
gentleman or retd lady win re [ was 
once, honoured with admittance, I beg 
leave to inform them who the gentle¬ 
man and lady are. The gentleman, 
then, is Mr. Garrick, an actor who 
now acts upon the stage. The lady 
is iris wife, Mrs. Garriek, alias Violetti, 
who within these few years danced 
upon the stage. To do them justice, 
they are both eminent in their way. 
The gentleman, though no Roscius, is 
as well known and admired for his act¬ 
ing as the lady for her dancing ; and 
the lady was as well known and ad¬ 
mired for her dancing as the gentle¬ 
man is for liis acting; and they are 
in that sense fair nobile — “ This 
contemptuous notice,” as Mr. Da¬ 
vies observes, “ alarmed the spirits 
and fired fins resentment of our ma¬ 
nager; lie determined to make an ex¬ 
ample of tire impostor, and to bring 
liis character upon the stage. But as 
lord Lyttelton had honoured him with 


his friendship, and^his lordship had, 
notwithstanding all that had been said 
and written against Bower, continued 
to countenance and protect lmn, he 
thought it an act of decency to ac¬ 
quaint his lord>hip with his intention, 
lilr. Garrick read his own letter to me, 
as well as his lordship’s answer. The 
first contained complaints of Bower’s 
ill behaviour to Mr. Garrick; his reso¬ 
lution to write a farce, with a short 
outline of it, in which Bower wa* to be 
introduced on the stage as a mock con¬ 
vert, and to be shewn in a variety of 
attitudes, in which the profligacy of liis 
character was to be exposed. How¬ 
ever, he submitted the matter to his 
lordship, and declared, that be should 
not proceed a step in his intended re¬ 
sentment without his permission. The 
answer, 1 remember perfectly well, 
was comprised in very condescending 
and polite terms: but, at the same 
time, he declined the countenancing an 
attempt which would be attended, per¬ 
haps, with some little uneasiness to 
himself. He expressed himself in the 
most obliging and friendly terms to Mr. 
Garriek ; anil, as far as 1 can recol¬ 
lect, recommended the suppressing hi* 
intended chastisement of Bower.”—Life 
of Garrick, vol. 1. p. 272. Mr. Davies 
adds, that “ Mr. Garrick, in couse- 
qnenee of lord Lyttelton's letter, gave 
up all further thoughts of introducing 
Bower to the public.” 
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ISO pages; a performance, which, from the virulence of 
his abuse, was more calculated to impress the reader with 
the conviction of his guilt, than to aiford any satisfaction 
of his innocence.' 

Whether through the neglect of the work by the public, 
or bis age, declining abilities, or to whatever other cause 
it is to be ascribed, the remainder of bis history did not 
make its appearance until just before the author’s death, 
when the sixth and seventh volumes were published to¬ 
gether, and these in so hasty and slovenly a manner, that 
the whole period from 1 GOO to 17 5S was comprehended in 
twenty-six pages.—He died on the 3d September 1766, at 
the age of eighty years, and was buried in Mary-ie-bone 
church-yard, with an inscription maintaining his purity 


and innocence. By his will 
1749, which does not contain, 
declaration of his religious pr 
his property t® his wife, who, 
attested his having died in th 

■->- Tl.is is the in r vrrul.r. i 
jl y.-ry Hindi IN- practice <.T the 
t.iru.-s, am! as from the >.■ t iiiiui ity of 
Mr. B.-.'ors -.ii'intion it .-ceiiis j>> have 
Iren |> irlicuiariy incriiibciii on him, 
«>u iliat S' Kmu occasion, to haw given 
I'm world that satisfaction. In liis 
Answer to Rower ami Tilh mont com¬ 
pared, p. ■'!, he says ho was married 
'y> : h of August 17-18. 1'ioiri the- date 
of Ins w-i'l if appears he was married 
earlier than Augn.-t. 

-|- This we remember to have seen 
in the London Chrotiicc. 

if. The following is a list of I he pieces 
published in consequence ©f the 1Ji.s- 
lory ol the l’opes: 1. A 1 haiogur be¬ 
tween Arehibaid and Timothy ; or, 
some observations upon the dvi.icalinu 
and preface to the History of the 
Popes, &e. 1748, Hvo. 2. A faithful 

account of Mr. A. I!-r's mo: ives 

for leaving his office of secretary, &.e. 
175(', Hvo. :j. pemaihs on the two 
first volumes of the hue Lives of the 
Popes. In loiters from a ^ellth■lli..tv 
to a friend in the country, Douay, 

1754, 8vo. 4. Six Let.ers iioni A-tl 

I>‘-r to father Sheldon, provincial 

of the Jesu'ts in England. Illustrated 
with several remarkable facts, tending 
to ascertain the authenticity of the said 
letters, ari l the true character of the 
writer, 1750, Svo. 5. Mr. Archibald 


, made on the 1st of August 
, as might be expected, any 
inciples*, he bequeathed all 
some time after iiis death, 
protestant faith f- 

Tiovr< alf.d ivit in answer to the false 
:u i u'.u’ioii'i inought aeaui'-t him by the 
papists, &,e. 17.715, Sio. 1 '- Bower 1 ill— 
diea.id from the false ill-ini’;:'ions arid 
iieeiisatunis of tiie papists With a 
short aeeo'.in! of Ii s character, Sic. 
By a country u-iul-bour, ]7.7(i, 8vn. 
7. Mr. liower’n au-uer ■ « .l - uinious 
pamphlet i eli.Vd Six L* tir-.-. £te. Part 
I. 1747, Hvo. 8. Hern r ;i*r: Tdh mont 
compared: or, tile li.-t* ■■..imne of the 
pretended oiig-tial and proles.ant His¬ 
tory of ihe pop: s sle an o he elm-fly a 
translation fiom popish one, See. 
1757, hvo. y. Mr. llowt r’.- Answer to 
a new charge brought against Imn in a 
libel entitled Lower and Tilli-mont rom- 
pareil, 1757, Svo. 10. The second 
Part of Mr. B twer’s Answer to a scur¬ 
rilous pamphlet, &.e. 1757, Hvo. n. 
A Full Confutation of all the facts ad¬ 
vanced in Mr. Bower’s three defences, 
1757, bvo. P2. Mr. Bowel’s Re¬ 
ply to a scurrilous Libel, entitled A 
fuil Confutation, &e. 1757, Hvo. 13. 
A complete and final detection of Arch. 
Bower, &c. 1758, 8vo. 14. One very 
remarkable fivt more relating to the 
conduct ot the Jesuits, &.r. By Mr. 
Bower, 1758, Hvo. 35. Some very re¬ 
markable facts lately discovered, re¬ 
lating to the conduct of the Jesuits 
with regard to Mr. Bower, which will 
greatly contribute to unravel the inys- 
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BOWLE (John), an ingenious scholar, who, from his 
allarhment to Spanish,literature, was usually called by his 
friends Don Bowie, was a descendant from Dr. John Bowie, 
bishop of Rochester in the early part of the seventeenth 
century. He was born in 172 . 5 , and educated at Oriel 
college, Oxford, where he took liis master’s degree in 
1730 , and having entered into holy orders, was presented 
to the vicarage of Idmiston, Wiltshire. In 1776 lie was 
elected F. S. A. He was a man of great erudition, and 
much respected for his various researches in antiquity, 
and various other lucubrations in obscure literature. He 
had the honour of being one of the fust detectors of Lau¬ 
der’s forgeries, and according to Dr. Douglas’s account, 
had the justest claim to he considered as the original de¬ 
tector ol that, unprincipled impostor. In 1763 , he was 
editor of “ Miscellaneous pieces of ancient English Pocsie,” 
containing Shakspeare’s “King John,” and some of the sa¬ 
tires td' Marst.ui. To a very accurate and extensive fund 
(<f classical learning, he had added a comprehensive know¬ 
ledge of most of the modern languages, particularly of the 
Spanish, Italian, and French; and in the course of his 
reading contracted a fondness for Cervantes’ admirable 
romance, which could scarcely be said to be kept vfilhin 
reasonable bounds. Don Quixote himself did not sally 
fort.ii with more enthusiasm tnan Mr. Bowie, when in 1777 
he published “ A Letter to the rev. Dr. Percy, concerning 
a new and classical edition of Hisloria del valuroso Caval- 
lero Don Quixote do la Mancha, to be illustrated by an- 


1 .tv of that affair, &o. l!y tie - rev. 
J .Ini Corj.v. ii 1 -o.ir of Wayford, Somcr- 
■ !, 1758, Vm ! it. fiuiviT delected as 
mi historian, or h.s m.inv essential 
<>:.ii‘,.-iniis, mi,] tnoic e-soinial perver¬ 
sion. of taets in favour of popery de¬ 
monstrated, by comparing (tie three 
v.;tuiiii.» of Ins ll.sloiv villi tin: first 
volume of llie fri .'i:li ilistjry of tbe 
Topes now I lYinslaUng. l«v die rev. 
Tempie Henry tanker 1753. Svo. 17. 

Mr. A-d’s motives for ienounc ing 

the popish -nid re.< :iib.aein" the pro- 
teslnut ndigion, in wlieh he was edu¬ 
cated, well several iV-esti instances of 
the nn.hr'ti.io prior j-ie-oftie papists 
in general, and tin Jesuit - , m parti¬ 
cular. 1758, 8 >o. 18 . A Letter to Mr. 


A-d, concerning his motives for re¬ 

nouncing die popish and re-embracing 
tin: prolestant religion, 1758, Svo. 19. 
Summary view of the controversy 
between the Tapists and the Author, 
17ol, 4to. 20. A brief refutation of 
the piineipal charges brought against 
Mr. (lower by his enemies, extracted 
from the Summary View, 4to. 21. 
The reverend Detector: or tbe dis¬ 
guised Jesuit delected, or proved out 
of his own mouth a liar and a slan¬ 
derer, 4tu. 22. The Seven Letters to 
father Sheldon proved to be forgeries 
by the testimony of a p ofessed Jesuit, 
4to. Of the above, the articles ‘Vo. 4, 
8, and 1.5, were written by Dr. Doug¬ 
las, late bishop of Salisbury. * 


1 Life compiled from the above pamphlets for the last edition of this Dic¬ 
tionary.—See llent. Mag. and Month. Itev. Indexes. See also some favourable 
particulars, <Jeu\ Mug. LX. 1187 ; LX1. 118; LXXX1. 309. 
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notations and extracts from the historians, poets, and ro¬ 
mances of Spain and Italy, and other writers ancient and 
modern, with a glossary and indexes, in which are occa¬ 
sionally interspersed some reflections on the learning and 
genius of the author, with a map of Spain adapted to the 
history, and to every translation of it,” 4to. He gave also 
an outline of the life of Cervantes in the Gent. Mam for 

O 

1781, and circulated proposals to print the work by sub¬ 
scription at three guineas each copy. It appeared accord¬ 
ingly in 1781, in six quarto volumes, the first four consist¬ 
ing of the text, the fifth of the annotations, and the sixth 
is wholly occupied by the index, but the work did not 
answer his expectations. The literary journals were either 
silent or spoke slightingly of his labours ; and the public 
sentiment seemed to be that annotations on Cervantes were 
not quite so necessary as on Shakspeare. He appears, 
however, to have taken some pains to introduce them to 
the public in a favourable light. In 1784 (Gent. Mag. 
L1V. p. 565) we find him lamenting certain “ unfair prac¬ 
tices respecting the admission of an account of the work 
into two periodical publications to w'hich he had some 
reason to think he was entitled.” He adds, that the per¬ 
petrators of these practices were “ a false friend, and 
another, whose encomium he should regal'd as an affront 
and real slander; the one as fond of the grossest flattery, 
as the other ready to give it, and both alike wholesale 
dealers in abuse and detraction.” Nor was this all ; in 
1785 he published “ Remarks on the extraordinary con¬ 
duct of the Knight of the Ten Stars and his Italian Squire, 
to the editor of Don Quixote. In a letter to I. S. D. D.” 
8vo. This produced an answer from the “ Italian Squire,” 
Baretti, not of the most gentleman-like kind, entitled 
“ Tolondron. Speeches to John Bowie, about his edition of 
Don Quixote,” Svo, 1786, and with this the controversy 
ended. Mr. Bowie contributed many valuable hints and 
corrections to Granger’s History, and many criticisms and 
illustrations to Johnson and Steevens’s edition of Shakspeare, 
and Warton’s History of Poetry. His course of reading 
well qualified him for literary aid of this description. In 
the Arclnrologia, vol. VI. VII. and VIII. are four papers by 
him, on the ancient pronunciation of the French language ; 
on some musical instruments mentioned in “ Le Roman de 
la Rose on parish registers ; and on cards. He was also, 
under various signatures, a frequent contributor to the 
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Gentleman’s Magazine, but as a divine he was not known 
to the public. He died Oct. '26, 1788. 1 

BOWYER (William), the most learned English printer 
of whom we have any account, was born in Dogwell-court, 
White Fryars, London, on the 19th of December, 1699. His 
father, whose name was also William, was of distinguished 
eminence in the same profession ; and his maternal grand¬ 
father (Thomas Dawks) was employed in printing the cele¬ 
brated Polyglott Bible of bishop Walton. At a proper 
age, he was placed, for grammatical education, under the 
care of Mr. Ambrose Bonwicke, a non-juring clergyman of 
known piety and learning, who then lived at Headley, near 
Leatherhead in Surrey. Here Mr. Bowyer made such ad¬ 
vances in literature as reflected the highest credit both on 
himself and his preceptor ; for whose memory, to his latest 
years, he entertained the sincerest respect; and to whose 
family he always remained an useful friend. The attach¬ 
ment, indeed, was mutual; and the following instance of 
the good school-master’s benevolence made an indelible 
impression on the mind of his pupil. On the 30th of 
January, 1712-13, the whole property of the elder Mr. 
Bowyer was destroyed by a dreadful fire ; on which occa¬ 
sion, Mr. Bonwicke, with great generosity, and no less 
delicacy (endeavouring to conceal its being his own act of 
kindness), took upon him, for one year, the expenees of 
his scholar’s board and education. In June 1716, young 
Mr. Bowyer was admitted as a sizar at St. John’s college, 
Cambridge, of which Dr. Robert Jenkin was at that lime 
master. The doctor had been a benefactor to the elder 
Mr. Bowyer in the season of his calamity ; and the son, at 
the distance of sixty years, had the happiness of returning 
the favour to a relation of the worthy master, in a manner 
1 by which the person obliged was totally ignorant to whom 
he was indebted for the present he received. Mr. Bowyer 
continued at Cambridge under the tuition, first, of Dr. An- 
stey, and afterwards of the rev. Dr. John Newcome, till 
June 1722, during which time he obtained Roper’s exhi¬ 
bition, and w'rote, in 1719, what he called “ Epistola pro 
Sodahtio a rev. viro F. Roper mihi legato but it does not 
appear that he took his degree of bachelor of arts. Not¬ 
withstanding an habitual shyness of disposition, which 
was unfavourable to him at his first appearance, the re- 

' Nichols’s Life of Bowyer.—Granger’s Letters, p. 37—47.—WooU’s Life of 
Warton, p. 3P9, 402. 
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gularity of his conduct, and his application to study, pro¬ 
cured him the esteem of many very respectable members 
of the university. Here it v.as that he longed an intimacy 
with Mr. Mark land and Mr. Clarke, two learned friends 
with whom he maintained a regular correspondence 
through life; and their letters contain a treasure of po¬ 
lite literature and sound criticism. On the death of Mr. 
Bonwicke, his grateful scholar had an opportunity of re¬ 
quiting, in some measure, the obligations he hail received, 
"by officiating, for a time, in the capacity of a school¬ 
master, for the benefit of the family ; but before this, ho 
had entered into the priming business, together with his 
father, in June 1722 ; and one of the first books which re¬ 
ceived the benefit of his correction, was the complete edi¬ 
tion of Selden by Dr. David Wiikins, in three volumes, 
folio. This edition was begun in 1722, and finished in 
1726 ; and Mr. Bowycr’s great attention to it appeared in 
his drawing up an epitome of Selden “ de Synedriis,” as 
he read the proof-sheets, and the several memoranda 
from “The privileges of the Baronage” and “Judicature 
in Parliament,” tke. which are now printed in iiis “ Mis¬ 
cellaneous Tracts.” In 1727, the learned world was in¬ 
debted to him for an admirable sketch of William Baxter’s 
Glossary of the Roman Antiquities. The sketch was 
called “A View of a Book, entitled, ‘Reliquiae Bax- 
tcriame.’ In a Letter to a Friend j” a single sheet, Svo. 
Very few copies were printed ; and, having never been 
published, it is seldom found with ,ihe Glossary ; but it was 
reprinted in the “Miscellaneous Tracts.” Dr. Wot ton and 
Mr. Clarke were highly pleased with this first public proof 
given by Mr. Bovvyer of his literary abilities. On the 20th 
of December, 1727, he lost an allectionate mother, upon 
which occasion he received a letter of pious consolation, 
from Mr. Chisliull, the learned editor of the “ Antiquitates 
Asiatics;.” 

Very highly to his own and his father’s satisfaction, he 
entered, on the 9th of October, 1728, into the marriage 
state, with Anne Prudom, his mother’s niece, llis hap¬ 
piness, however, with this accomplished woman, lasted 
but little more than three years ; he being deprived of her, 
by death, on the 17th of October, 1731. Of two sons, 
whom he had by her, William died an infant, and Thomas 
survived him. His friends Mr. Clarke atid Mr. Chishull 
wrote him very affectionate and Christian letters on this 
melancholy event. 
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In 1729, he ushered into the world a curious treatise, 
entitled “ A Pattern for young Students in the University, 
set forth in the Life of “Mr. Ambrose Bonwieke, some 
time scholar of St. John’s college, Cambridge.” (See Bon- 
wickk). This little volume was generally ascribed to our 
learned printer, though it was in reality the production of 
Mr. Ambrose Bonwieke the elder, but the preface was pro¬ 
bably Mr. Bowyer’s. About the same time, it appears, 
from a letter of Mr. Clarke, that Mr. Bowyer had written a 
pamphlet against the Separatists ; but neither the title nor 
the occasion of it arc at present recollected. Through the 
friendship of the right honourable Arthur Onslow, he was, 
likewise, appointed, in 1729, printer of the Votes of the 
House of Commons ; an office which he held, under three 
successive speakers, for nearly fifty years. In 1730, he 
was avowedly the editor of “ A Discourse concerning the 
Confusion of Languages at Babel, proving it to have been 
miraculous, from the essential difference between them, 
contrary to the opinion of M. Le Clerc and others. With 
an Enquiry into the primitive language before that won¬ 
derful event. By the late learned William Wotton, D. D. 
&c.” In 1731, betook part in a controversy occasioned 
by a sermon of Mr. Bowman, a clergyman in Yorkshire, 
entitled “ The Traditions of the Clergy destructive of Re¬ 
ligion, with an Enquiry into the Grounds and Reasons of 
such Tradition j.” This performance, which was charged 
with containing some of the sentiments that had been ad¬ 
vanced by Dr. Tindal in his u Rights of the Christian 
Churcdi,” and by Mr. Gordon in his “ Independent Whig,” 
excited no small degree of offence ; and several answers 
were written to it, anil strictures made upon it, both of a 
serious and ludicrous nature. Mr. Bowyer, upon this oc¬ 
casion, printed a pamphlet, called tc The Traditions of 
the Clergy not destructive of Religion ; being Remarks 
on Mr. Bowman’s Sermon ; exposing that gentleman’s de¬ 
ficiency in Latin and Greek, in ecclesiastical history, and 
true reasoning.” The dispute, like many others of a 
similar kind, is now sunk into oblivion. In 1733, he pub¬ 
lished “ The Beau and Academick,” two sheets, in 4to; 
a translation from “ Bellas Homo & Academieus, &c.” a poem 
recited that year at the Comitia in the Sheldonian theatre, 
and afterwards printed in his Tracts. On the 7th of July, 
1736, Air. Bowyer was admitted into the Society of Anti¬ 
quaries, of which he had been chosen printer in May pre- 
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ceding; anti he was an active, as well as an early member 
of that respectable body, regularly attending their meet¬ 
ings, and frequently communicating to them matters of 
utility and curiosity, which were reprinted in his “Tracts.” 
In conjunction with Dr. Birch, he was, also, materially 
concerned in instituting “ The Society for the Encourage¬ 
ment of Learning.” Of this Mr. Nichols has given an in¬ 
teresting a-count. It was certainly well-meant, but inju¬ 
dicious, and became dissolved by its own insufficiency. 
On the 27th of December, 1737, Mr. Bowyer lost his fa¬ 
ther, at the ago of seventy-four ; and it is evident, from his 
scattered papers, thai he severely felt this affliction ; ap-» 
plying to himself the beautiful apostrophe of JEueas to 
Anchiscs, iu Virgil : 

- “ Hie me, pater optime, fessum 

Deseris, lieu ! tantis nequiequam erepte perielis ?” 

H is friend Mr. Clarke regain addressed to him a letter of 
sympathy and consolation. In 1741, Mr. Bowyer correct¬ 
ed, and put into a convenient form, Heuset’s “ Sclectm e 
Vetcri Testamento Ilistorue,” and “ Select® ex Profanis, 
&c.” The prefaces to both these volumes were translated 
by Mr. Bowyer, and are inserted in his “ Miscellaneous 
Tracts.” Tn 1742, he published a translation of Trapp’s 
“ Latin Lectures on Poetry,” with additional notes. In 
translating this work,' he had not only the advice, but the 
assistance, of his friend Mr. Clarke: and yet this gentle¬ 
man had no high opinion of the original performance. He 
thought it a very superficial book ; and was particularly 
offended with Trappier affecting to find fault with Vossius 
on every little occasion. 

Though it is not our intention to notice the works print¬ 
ed by Mr. Bowyer, excepting when he himself contri-, 
buted to them by prefaces, notes, or other additions, yet 
we shall mention his having been the printer, in 1742, of 
the additional book of the Dunciad ; as he received, on this 
occasion, testimonies of regard both from the great poet 
and his learned commentator. Among other friendly ex¬ 
pressions of Dr. Warburton, he says, “ I have never more 
pleasure when there (in London), than when I loll and 
talk with you at my ease, de qualibet ente , in your dining¬ 
room :” And again, “ The Greek I know will be well 
printed in your edition, notwithstanding the absence of Seri- 
blerus .” The same celebrated writer had long before told 
Mr. Bowyer, “ No one’s thoughts will J*ave greater weight 
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with me than your own, in whom I have experienced so 
much candour, goodness, and learning.” It is not, how¬ 
ever, to be concealed, that a difference afterwards arose 
between them, in which, as is commonly the case, each 
party was confident that he was right. Mr. Bowyer, who 
thought himself slighted, used often to remark, that, “ after 
the death of the English Homer, the letters of his learned 
friend wore a different complexion.” “ But, perhaps,” 
as Mr. Nichols candidly and judiciously observes, “ this 
may be one of the many instances, which occur through 
life, of the impropriety of judging for ourselves in cases 
which affect our interest or our feelings.” Mr. Bowyer, 
indeed, had a great sensibility of temper with regard to 
any neglects which were shewed him by his literary friends, 
in the way of his business. This did not proceed from a 
principle of avarice, but from a consciousness of the respect 
wiiich was due to him from bis acquaintance, as the first 
of his profession : for be expressed liis resentment as 
strongly in cases where profit could be no material object, 
as lie did in more important instances. Dr. Squire, then 
dean of Bristol, not having appointed him to print a sermon 
which had been preached before the house of commons, 
on the general fast day, Feb. 13, 1761, Mr. Bowyer wrote 
to the doctor, upon the occasion, an expostulatory letter. 
Nor was this the only evidence he gave how much he was 
offended, when he thought that a slight had been put upon 
him from a quarter where he imagined he had a natural 
claim to favour. 

In 1744, Mr. Bowyer is supposed to have written a small 
pamphlet on the present state of Europe, taken principally 
from Pufendorff. In 1746, he projected, what during his 
whole life he had in view’, a regular edition of Cicero’s 
Letters, in a chronological order, on a plan which it is to 
be lamented that he did not complete; as an uniform series 
thus properly arranged would have formed a real history of 
Tully’s life, and those which cannot be dated might be 
thrown to the end without any inconvenience. In the same 
year he published “The Life of the Emperor Julian,” 
translated from the French of M. Bleterie, and improved 
with twelve pages of curious notes, and a genealogical 
table. The notes were not entirely Mr. Bowyer’s, but 
were drawn up, in part, by Mr. Clarke and other learned 
men. The translation, by Miss Anne Williams (Dr. John¬ 
son’s inmate), and the two sisters of the name of Wilkin- 
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son, was niatle under Mr. Bowyer’s immediate inspection. 
In this year also, he printed, and is supposed to have as¬ 
sisted iu the composition of, “A Dissertation, in which the 
objections of a late pamphlet (by bishop Ross) to the writ¬ 
ings of the ancients, after the manner of Mr. Markland, 
are clearly answered : those passages in Tully corrected, 
on which some of the objections are founded; with 
Amendments of a few pieces of criticism in Mr. Marklami’s 
Epistola Critica,” 8vo. On the 2d of August, 1747, Mr. 
Bowyer entered a second time into the matrimonial state, 
with a most benevolent and worthy woman, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Bill, by whom he had no children. In 1750, he had the 
honour of sharing, with Dr. Burton, in the invectives most 
liberally bestowed by Dr. King, in his “ Elogium Earn® 
inserviens Jacci Etouensis, sive Gigantis: or, the Praises 
of Jack of Eaton, commonly called Jack the Giant.” Dr. 
King’s abuse was probably owing to his.having heard that 
our learned printer had hinted, in conversation, his doubts 
concerning the doctor’s Latinity. Mr. Bowyer drew up 
strictures in his own defence, which lie intended to insert 
at the conclusion of a preface to Montesquieu’s Reflec¬ 
tions, &c.; hut, in consequence of Mr. Clarke’s advice, they 
were omitted. In the same year, a prefatory critical dis¬ 
sertation, and some valuable notes, were annexed, by our 
author, to Kuster’s Treatise “ De vero usu Verbornm 
Mediorum a new edition of which work, with further 
improvements, appeared in 1775. He wrote, likewise, 
about the same time, a Latin preface to Lecdes’s £ Vetercs 
Poetic citati, &c.’ Being soon after employed to print an 
edition of colonel Bladen’s translation of Ctcsar’s Commen¬ 
taries, that work received considerable improvements from 
Mr. Bowyer’s hands, and the addition of such notes in it 
as are signed Typogr. In the subsequent editions of this 
work, though printed by another person, and in our au¬ 
thor’s life-time, the same signature, contrary to decorum, 
and even justice, was still retained. In 1751, he wrote a 
long preface to Montesquieu’s “ Reflections on the Rise 
and Fall of the Roman Empire translated the Dialogue 
between Sylla and Socrates; made several corrections to 
the work from the Baron’s “ Spirit of Laws,” and improved 
it with his own notes. A new edition, with many new 
notes, was printed in 1759. He gave likewise to the 
public, in 1751, with a preface, the first translation that 
was made of Rousseau’s paradoxical oration on the effects 
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of the arts and sciences, which gained the prize at the aca¬ 
demy of Dijon, in 1750; and which first announced that 
singular genius to the attention and admiration of Europe. 
On the publication of the third edition of lord Orrery’s 
“ Remarks on the Life and Writings of Dr. Swift,” in 1752, 
Mr. Bowyer wrote and printed, but never published, 
“ Two Letters from Dr. Bentley in the shades below, to 
lord Orrery in a land of thick darkness.” The notes 
signed B, in the ninth quarto volume of Swift’s works, are 
extracted from these Letters, which are reprinted at large 
in his “Tracts.” In 1752, when Bp. Clayton published 
his “Vindication of the Histories of the Old and New Tes¬ 
tament, in answer to the Objections of Lord Bolingbroke,” 
Mr. Bowyer drew up an analysis of the same, with an inten¬ 
tion of sending it to the Gentleman’s Magazine : it is now 
printed in Mr. Nichols’s “Anecdotes.” In 1753, to allay 
the ferment occasioned by the Jew bill, he published, in 
quarto, “ Remarks on & Speech made in Common Council, 
on the Bill for permitting persons professing the Jewish Re¬ 
ligion to be naturalized, so far as Prophecies are supposed 
to be affected by it.” The design of this sensible little tract, 
which was written with spirit, and well received by those 
who were superior to narrow prejudices, was to shew, that 
whatever political reasons mii^ht be alleged against the 
Bill, Christianity would in no degree be prejudiced by 
the indulgence proposed to be granted to the Jews. In 
the same year, some of Mr. Bowyer’s notes were annexed 
to bishop Clayton’s translation of “ A Journal from Grand 
Cairo to Mount Sinai, and back again.” In 1754, with 
a view of lessening his fatigue, he entered into part¬ 
nership with a relation; but some disagreements arising, 
the connection was dissolved in 1757, and he resumed the 
active part of business. In 1760 he superintended a second 
edition of Arnald’s “ Commentary on the Book of Wis¬ 
dom,” and enriched it with the remarks of Mr. Markland. 
Upon the death of Mr. Richardson, in 1761, Mr. Bowyer, 
through the patronage of the late earl of Macclesfield, was 
appointed printer to the Royal Society; and, under the 
friendship of five successive presidents, had the satisfaction 
of c'ontinuing in that employment till his death. In the 
same year (1761), appeared “Verses on the Coronation 
of their late majesties, king George the Second and queen 
Caroline, October 4, 1727, spoken by the Scholars of 
Westminster school (some of them now the ornaments of 
Vol. VI. T 
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the Nation) on January 15th following 1 , being the Day of 
the Inauguration of Queen Elizabeth, their foundress; 
with a Translation of all the Latin copies: The whole 
placed in order of the transactions of that important day. 
Adorned with the Coronation Medals of the Royal Pair, 
and a bust of our present king. To which is subjoined 
the Ceremonial of the august Proc ession, very proper to 
be compared with the approaching one ; and a Catalogue 
of the Coronation Medais of the Kings and Queens ot Eng¬ 
land.” 'J in; original part of this pamphlet, in which a great 
deal of humour is displayed, was entirely Mr. Rowyer’s : 
the Latin verses were translated partly by him, but prin¬ 
cipally by Mr. Nichols. Our learned printer’s next pub¬ 
lication was of a more serious and weighty nature, an ex¬ 
cellent edition of the Greek Testament, in two volumes, 
1703, 12mo, under the following title: “ Notum Testa- 
mentum Grajcum, ad Fidem Graconun solum Codicutn 
MSS. nunc prhnuin cxpres.-.um, aetaipulante Joanne Ju- 
cobo Wetstenio, juxla Sect.:ones Jo. Alberti Bengeiii di- 
visum; et nova Jnterpunctione siepius iilustratuin. Ac- 
ce.xsere in altero Volumino Einendationcs conjeeUirales vi- 
roruin doctonun undecumjue collects.” This sold with 
great rapidity; though Mr. Bowyor, in his advertisements 
of it in the public papers, was pleased to add, that it 
boasted neither < Uganca of type nor paper, but trusted to 
other merits. ’.I'he conjectural emendations are a very 
valuable addition to the Greek Testament, and were ex¬ 
tremely' well received by the learned. In a letter oft hanks, 
from the president and fellows of Harw*rd college, in Cam¬ 
bridge, Now-Er.g.aud, to Mr. Bowyer, ;ti 17 67, for seve¬ 
ral benefactions of his to that college, they express them¬ 
selves as follows : “ It is a particular pleasure to us to 
mention your very curious edition of the Greek Testa¬ 
ment, in two volumes, with critical notes, and many happy 
conjectures, especially as to the punctuation, an affair of 
the utmost importance as to ascertaining the sense. Tins 
work, though small in bulk, we esteem as a rich treasure 
of sacred learning, and of more intrinsic value than many 
large volumes of the commentators.” A second edition of 
the Conjectures on the New Testament, with very consi¬ 
derable enlargements, was separately published, _ in one 
volume, 8vo, in 1772, a third in 4to, 1782, and a fourth 
from the interleaved copy of Dr. Owen, which he be¬ 
queathed to the honourable and right reverend Dr. Shut© 
Barrington, bishop of Durham, is just published (1812), 
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Bishop-Warburton having censured apassage in the first edi¬ 
tion, Mr. Bowyer sent him a copy of the second, with a con¬ 
ciliatory letter. In 17 ( 55 , at the request of Thomas Hollis, 
esq. our learned printer wrote a short Latin preface to Dr. 
Walli ’s “ Graunnaiica Lingua: Anglicanm.” A larger Eng¬ 
lish preface, which was written by him, and intended for 
that work, is printe l in his “ Tracts.” Some copies of this 
book were sent by him to the rev. Edward Clarke, when 
chaplain to the earl of Bristol at Madrid, to be given to the 
Spanish literati. Towar is the latter end of the same year, 
in consequence of overtures from a few respectable friends 
at Cambridge, Mr. Bovvyer had some inclination to have 
undertaken the management of the University press, by 
purchasing a lease of its exclusive privileges. He went, 
accordingly, to Cambridge for this purpose ; but the treaty 
proved fruitless, and he did not much regret the disappoint¬ 
ment. In the beginning of 1766 , by engaging in a part¬ 
nership with Mr. Nichols* he was again enabled to with¬ 
draw, in some degree, from that close application, which 
had begun to be prejudicial to his health. His new asso¬ 
ciate had been trained by him to the profession, and had 
assisted him several years in the management of busi¬ 
ness. He was very happy in this connection ; and it is un¬ 
necessary to add how successfully Mr. Nichols has trod in 
the steps of his worthy ami learned friend and partner. In 
that year ( 1766 ) Mr. Bovvyer wrote an excellent Latin pre¬ 
face to “Joannis Harduini, Jesuitic, ad Censuram Scrip- 
tormn veterum Prolegomena; juxta Autographum.” In 
this preface he gives an account of the nature of the work, 
am! of the manner in which it had been preserved. Mr. I)e 
Missy's remarks on the celebrated Jesuit’s extraordinary pro¬ 
duction were published about the same time, in a letter to 
Mr. Bovvyer, written in Latin. In 1767 , he was appointed 
to print the Journals of the House of Lords, and the Rolls 
of Parliament. The noble peer to whom he was indebted 
for this appointment, and his gratitude to whom is testified 
in the inscription which he left behind him, to be placed in 
Stationers llall, was the earl of Marchmont. Mr. Bovvyer 
was now compelled, from the want of sufficient room, to 
exchange White Eryars for lied Lion-passage; and it was 
not without reluctance that he quitted a residence to which 
lie bait been accustomed from his infancy. His new print¬ 
ing-house was opened with the sign of his favourite Cicero’s 
Hoad: under which was inscribed, “ M. T. oicero, a quo 
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primordia PkELl t u in allusion to the well-known early edi¬ 
tions of Tully’s Offices. Having printed this year Mr. 
Clarke’s excellent and learned work on “The Connexion 
of the Roman, Saxon, and English Coins,” he wrote some 
notes upon it, which are interspersed throughout the vo¬ 
lume with those of the author. Part of the dissertation on 
the Roman Sesterce was, likewise, Mr. Bowyer’s produc¬ 
tion ; and the index, which is an uncommonly good one, 
and on which he did uot a little pride himself, was drawn up 
entirely by him. On the 14th of January, 1771, he lost 
his second wife, who died at the age of seventy. His old 
friend, Mr. Clarke, who had administered consolation to 
him, on a similar occasion, nearly forty years before, again 
addressed him with tenderness on this event. In the Philo¬ 
sophical Transactions for. 1771, was printed a very inge¬ 
nious “ Enquiry into the value of the antient Greek and Ro¬ 
man Money,” by the late Matthew Raper, esq. The opi¬ 
nions advanced by this respectable gentleman, on these 
subjects, not coinciding with those of Mr. Bowyer, he 
printed a small pamphlet, entitled, “ Remarks, occasioned 
by a late Dissertation on the Greek and Roman Mo¬ 
ney.” The pamphlet was intended as an appendix 
to Mr. Clarke’s Treatise on Coins. The opinions of many 
excellent writers in Germany and France having been ably 
controverted in that elaborate work, Mr. Bowyer transmitted 
a copy of it to the French king’s library, and inscribed his 
little appendix, 

“ Regi Christianissimo 

Gulielmus Bowyer, Typographic Angi.icanus. 

“ Judicium ut subeat magis asquum nandidiusve, 

<Qul poui potuit commodiore loco r” 

He was very desirous that Mr. Clarke’s book should be 
translated and reprinted in France; and he took some pains, 
though without success, to get it accomplished. In 1773, 
three little tracts were published by him, under the title of 
“ Select Discourses : 1. Of the Correspondence of the He¬ 
brew months with the Julian, from the Latin of Professor 
Michaelis. 2. Of the Sabbatical years, from the same. 3. 
Of the years of Jubilee; from an anonymous writer, in 
Mason’s Histoire Critique de la Republique des Lettres.” 
In 1774, he corrected a new edition of Schrevelius’s Greek 
Lexicon, to which he added a number of words (dis¬ 
tinguished by an asterisk) he had himself collected in the 
course of his own studies. Considerable additions, which 
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are still in manusfcript, were made by him to the Lexicons 
of Hederie and of Buxtorf, the Latin ones of Faber and of 
Littleton, and the English Dictionary of Bailey ; and he 
left behind him many other proofs of his critical skill in the 
learned languages. His Greek and Latin grammars in ge¬ 
neral are filled with such curious explanatory notes, as 
bear the most convincing proofs of consummate critical 
knowledge in those languages, and that knowledge he ap¬ 
plied particularly to the advancement of sacred learning. 
It was his constant custom, in the course of his read¬ 
ing, to note down every thing which he thought might 
contribute to illustrate any passage of Scripture, espe¬ 
cially of the Greek Testament. In pursuance of this 
method, it is hardly to be conceived what a number of use¬ 
ful and curious remarks stand inserted in the margins of 
his theological books, which may greatly contribute to im¬ 
prove future editions. In 1774, was published “The Ori¬ 
gin of Printing, in two essays. 1. The substance of Dr. 
Middleton’s Dissertation on the Origin of Printing in Eng¬ 
land. 2. Mr. Meerman’s Account of the Invention of the 
Art at Harlem, and its progress to Mentz, with occasional 
remarks ; and an appendix.” (See Richard Atkins.) The 
original idea of it was Mr. Bowyer’s; but it was completed 
by Mr. Nichols. The two learned friends, whose assistance 
is acknowledged in the preface, were the rev. Dr. Henry 
Owen, and the late Mr. Caesar de Missy. Though this 
work appeared without a name, it was‘immediately judged 
to be Mr. Bowyer’s, and was well received in the world of 
letters, and justly spoken of in terms of great commenda¬ 
tion, both at home and abroad. A second edition, with 
very considerable improvements, was published in 1776, 
and a Supplement in 1781. When Mr. Nichols was engaged 
in printing the “ Original Works of Dr. King of the Com¬ 
mons,” and the “ Supplement to Swift,” Mr. Bowyer, by 
suggesting useful hints, and adding some illustrations, as¬ 
sisted him in both these undertakings. Our eminent printer 
now drew’ to the end of his literary career, which he closed 
with a new edition, in 1777, of Dr. Bentley’s “ Disserta¬ 
tion on the Epistles of Phalaris.” Dr. Bentley was a writer 
whom he had always held in the highest estimation. In the 
republication of this great critic’s Dissertation, Mr. Bowyer 
inserted the remarks which had occurred to him in the 
course of many years attention to the subjects there treated 
pf; and ascribed them to, the respective authors from whose 
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books or personal communication they were selected. lie 
was much indebted, on this oei asioit, to the friendly assist¬ 
ance of Dr. Salter and Dr. Owen. 

Mr. liowyer had always been subject to a bilious colic ; 
and during the last ten years of his life, he was afflicted, 
with the palsy and the stone. But, notwithstanding these 
infirmities, he preserved, in general, a remarkable cheer¬ 
fulness of disposition; and received great satisfaction from 
the conversation of a few literary friends, by whom he con¬ 
tinued to be \i ited. The faculties of his mind, though 
somewhat impaired, w< re strong enough to support the la¬ 
bour of a!.no... incessant rea ling, which had ever been his 
principal amii.se nmit; and h<- regularly corrected the 
learned works, ami e ; -chilly the Greek, books, which came 
from his press. This he did till within a very few weeks of 
bis death ; which happened on the 18th of November, 
1777, when lie had nearly completed his 73th year. The 
publications of Mr. liowyer are an incontrovertible evidence 
ol'his abilities and learning; to which maybe added that 
lie was honoured with the friendship and patronage of many 
of the most distinguished ornaments of his age. We al¬ 
ready have had occasion to mention the earls of Maccles¬ 
field and Marchmont, Dr. Wotton, Mr. Pope, Mr. Ohishull, 
Mr. Clarke, Mr. Markland, bishop Warburton, the right 
honourable Arthur Onslow, Mr. Mollis, Dr. Salter, Mr. 
X)e Missy-, Dr. Owen, and Dr. Hebcrden. To these, among 
other respectable names, might be added those of archbi¬ 
shop Seeker, bishop Kennett, bishop Tanner, bishop Sher¬ 
lock, bishop Hoadly, bishop Lyttelton, bishop Pearce, bi¬ 
shop Lowth, bishop Barrington, bishop Hurd, bishop 
Percy’, lord Lyttelton, lord Sandy's, dean Prideuux, doctors 
Robert and John Freind, dean Freind, dean Milles, the very 
learned Dr. Taylor, chancellor of Lincoln, Dr. Barnard, Dr. 
Powell, l)r. Wilkins, Mr. Maittaire, Messrs, ii. and S. 
Gale, Mr. Browne Willis, Mr. Spelman, Mr. Morant, Dr. 
Dncarel, Dr. Pcgge, Mr Garrick, and most of the distin¬ 
guished scholars and antiquaries of his dine. Mis connec¬ 
tion with the late eminent and excellent Richard Gough, 
esq. so well known l>v his acquaintance with British topo¬ 
graphy and antiquities, is apparent front his last will ; 
where his obligations to T)r. Jenkin, dean Stanhope, and 
Mr. Nelson, are acknowledged. The late excellent Dr, 
Robert Clayton, bishop of Clogher. so highly esteemed his 
friendship, that he not only honoured him by a regular cpis- 
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tolary intercourse, but presented him with the copy-right 
of ail his valuable writings. Mi'. Bowyer stood unrivalled, 
for more than half a c entury, as a learned printer; and 
some of the most masterly productions of this kingdom have 
undoubtedly appeared from his press. To his literary and 
professional abilities, he added an excellent moral character. 
His regard to religion was displayed in ins publications, and 
in the course of bis life and studies ; and be was particularly 
distinguished by his indexible probity, and an uncommon 
alacrity in assisting the necessitous. His liberality in reliev¬ 
ing every species of distress, and his endeavours to conceal 
liis benefactions, re tied great honour on his memory. 
Though he was naturally ion 1 of retirement, and seldom 
entered into company, excepting with men of letters, he 
was, perhaps, excelled bv few in the talent of justly discri¬ 
minating the real characters of mankind. He judged of the 
persons he saw by a sort of intuition; and his judgments 
‘were generally right, from a consciousness of literary su¬ 
periority, lie did not always pay that particular attention to 
the booksellers which was expedient in the way of his busi¬ 
ness. Too proud to sole it the favours in that way which he 
believed to be his due, he was often disappointed in bis ex¬ 
pectations. On the other hand, he frequently experienced 
friendships in cases where lie had much less reason to have 
hoped for them : so that, agreeably to his own expression, 
“ in what he had received, and what, he had been denied, 
lie thankfully acknowledged the will of Heaven.” The two 
great objects of Mr. Bow yer’s view, i:i the decline of his 
life, were to repay the benefactions his father had met 
with, and to he himself a benefactor to the meritorious of 
his own profession. These purposes are iully displayed in 
his last will: for which reason, and because it illustrates 
the turn of bis mind in oilier respects, we shall insert it at 
large. •After a liberal provision for his son, among other 
legacies are these : “ l likewise give to my son all my plate; 
except the small silver cup which was given to my father 
(after his loss by fire) by Mrs. James, and which 1 give to 
the Company of Stationers in London, hoping they will 
present* it as a memorial. Having committed my body to 
the earth, 1 would testify my duty and gratitude to my few 
relations and numerous benefactors after my father’s loss by 
fire. I gave ami bequeath to my cousin .Scott, lately of 
AWstminsi..r, brewer, and to ins sister, fifty pounds each, 

J g»vc ami bequeath to my relations ivlr. 1 ho mas Ltnlcy and 
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his wife one thousand pounds four percent, consolidated annu¬ 
ities, to be transferred to them, or to the survivor of them ; 
and which I hope they will take care to settle, at their 
deaths, for the benefit of their son and daughter. I give 
to the two sons and one daughter of the late reverend Mr. 
Maurice of Gothenburgh in Sweden, who married the only 
daughter of Mr. Richard Williamson, booksellor (in return 
for her father's friendship to mine)', one thousand pounds 
four per cent, consolidated annuities, to be divided equally 
between them. Among my father’s numerous benefactors, 
there is not, that J can bear of, one alive: to several of 
them I made an acknowledgement. But one respectable 
body I am still indebted to, the University of Cambridge ; 
to whom I give, or rather restore, the sum of fifty pounds, 
in return for the donation of forty pounds made to my father 
at the motion of the learned and pious master of Saint John’s 
college, doctor Robert Jenkin : to a nephew of his I have 
already given another fifty pounds, as appears by his receipt 
of the thirty-first of May, one thousand seven hundred and 
seventy. The benefactions which my father received from 
Oxford I can only repay with gratitude; as he received 
them, not from the university as a body, but from particu¬ 
lar members. I give thirty pounds to the dean and chapter 
of Canterbury, in gratitude for the kindness of the worthy 
doctor Stanhope (sometime dean of Canterbury) to my fa¬ 
ther; the remembrance of which amongst the proprietors of 
his works I have long out-lived, as I have experienced by not 
being employed to print them: the like I might say of the 
works of Mr. Nelson, another respectable friend and patron of 
my father’s, and of many others. I give to doctor William 
Heberdenmy little cabinet of coins, with Hickes’s Thesaurus, 
Tristan, and the odd volume, Spanheim’s Numismata, Har- 
duin’s Opera Selecta, in folio, Nummi Populorum et Ur- 
bium, in quarto, and any other of my books he chooses to 
accept: to the reverend doctor Henry Owen, such of my 
Hebrew books and critical books on the New Testament, 
as he pleases to take : to Richard Gough, esq. in like man¬ 
ner, my books on topographical subjects: to Mr. John 
Nichols, all books that relate to Cicero, Livy, and the Roman 
history, particularly the ‘ Cenotaphia’ of Noris and Pig- 
hius, my grammars and dictionaries, with Swift’s and 
Pope’s works: to my son, whatever books (not described 
above) he thinks proper to take.—And now I hope I may 
be allowed to leave somewhat for the benefit of printing. 
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To this end, I give to the master and keepers or wardens 
and commonalty of the mystery or art of a stationer of the 
city of London, such a sum of money as will purchase two 
thousand pounds three per cent, reduced Bank annuities, 
upon trust, to pay the dividends and yearly produce thereof, 
to be divided for ever equally amongst three printers, com¬ 
positors or pressmen, to be elected from time to time by 
the master, wardens, and assistants, of the said company, 
and who at the time of such election shall be sixty-three 
years old or upwards, for their respective lives, to be paid 
haif-yearly; hoping that such as shall be most deserving 
will be. preferred.- And whereas I have herein before given 
to my sou the sum of three thousand pounds four per cent, 
consolidated annuities, in case he marries with the consent 
of my executors: Now, I do hereby give and bequeath the 
-dividends and interest of that sum, till such marriage takes 
place, to the said company of stationers to be divided 
equally between six other printers, compositors or press¬ 
men, as aforesaid, in manner as aforesaid ; and, if my said 
son shall die unmarried, or married without such consent as 
aforesaid, then I give and bequeath the said capital sutn of 
three thousand pounds to the company of stationers, the 
dividends and yearly produce thereof to be divided for ever 
equally amongst six other such old printers, compositors or 
pressmen, for their respective lives, to be qualified, chosen, 
and paid in manner as aforesaid. It has long been to me 
matter of concern, that such numbers are put apprentices 
as compositors without any share of school-learning, who 
ought to have the greatest: in hopes of remedying this, 
I give and bequeath t > the said company of stationers such 
a sum of money as will purchase one thousand pounds three 
percent, reduced hank annuities, for the use of one journey¬ 
man compositor, such as shall hereafter he described ; with 
this special trust, that the master, wardens, and assistants, 
shall pay the dividends and produce thereof half-yearly to 
such compositor : the said master, wardens, and assistants 
of the said company, shall nominate for this purpose a com¬ 
positor who is a man of good life and conversation, who shall 
usually frequent some place of public worship every Sun¬ 
day unless prevented by sickness, and shall not have worked 
on a newspaper or magazine for four years at least before 
such nomination, nor shall ever afterwards whilst he holds 
this annuity, which may be for life, if lie continues a jour¬ 
neyman : he shall be able to read and construe Latin, and at 
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least to vend Greet; fluently with aments ; of which be shall 
bring a testimonial from the rector of St. Martin’s Ludgate 
■for the time being: 1 coukl wish tliat lie shall have been 
brought up piously and virtuously, if it be possible, at Mer¬ 
chant Taylors, or some other public school, from seven 
years of age till he is full seventeen, and then to serve se¬ 
ven years faithin!!y as a compositor, and work seten years 
more as a journeyman, as 1 would not have this annuity be¬ 
stowed on any one under thirty-one years of age : if alter 
he is chosen he slibuld behave ill, let him be turned out, 
and another be chosen .in his stead. And whereas it may 
be many years before a compositor may be found that shall 
exactly am\vcr the above description, and it may at some 
times happen that such a one cannot be found ; 1 would 
have the divi JeiuK in the mean time applied to such person 
as the master, nucleus, and assistants, shall think approaches 
nearest to what I have described. And whereas the above 
trusts will occasion some trouble: I give to the said com¬ 
pany, in cane they think proper to accept the trusts, two 
hundred ami filt\ pounds.” It is almost superfluous to add, 
that the trust was accepted, and is properly executed. 

Mr. llowver, agrr'Ntbiy to his own direction, was buried 
at Low 1 evict) it: i ss-ev, where a neat monument is erected 
in the church to his la'.hei'n memory and his own, with a 
l.atin inscription v. r* licit bv himself. A bust ol him is 
placed in Suite-.e*::’ Had, with a pood portrait of his fa¬ 
ille r, an i auotlur of i.N patron Mr. acLoii; all which, with 
geou portraits of Stei u- and Prior, wetc presented to the 
Company of Stalls m rs bv Mr. Xu hols. 

Knriv in 1 7 7 a, Mr. Nichols piloted twenty copies of 
some short ■* i>in L r-phicul \ teum.rs of Mr. Bowver,” an oc¬ 
tavo pamphlet o! iilt\ -two pages, which wore given in pre¬ 
sents to Ins frit ml-, and reprinted in the Gent. iViag. voh 
XI .V ill. Tl :eso memoirs, although interesting in tlietn- 
son rs, were not suihc.ent to gr.u fy the ft tends and con- 
temjMuat irs (d Mr Low, t r, who foresaw'that, who continued 
industry and r: -u arcii, Tor. Ntebols in gin erect a more sump¬ 
tuous nw.nu.i cut to tin: memory t»l fits learned predecessor. 
Accordingly f rom many w'.u :bic uialcrk.'s in his possession, 
and the a:d of some liter;) y friends, he produced in 1782, 
in a handsome quaric volume, closely .printed, “ Biograplii- 
c:d and Literary Anecdotes of V» iiham Bowyer, Printer, 
F. S. A. and of many- of his learned friends, containing an 
incidental view of the progress and advancement of litera- 
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ture in this kingdom from the beginning of the present cen¬ 
tury to the end of the year 1777.” The importance of”this 
■work was soon acknowledged by men of learning and curio¬ 
sity. It contained memoirs of several hundreds of eminent 
scholars who hud been unnoticed or imperfectly noticed in 
biographical compilations,and opened so many new and rich 
sources of information and inquiry, that the author was fur¬ 
ther urged to extend his labours* and improve upon his own 
plan so as to include a larger portion of literary history. 
With this view, during the intervals lie could spare from an 
extensive business, and the publication of many useful 
works, among which his elaborate ‘ History of Leicestershire* 
stands prominent, amidst too his indefatigable attention to 
the affairs of the corporation of London, of which lie was 
for many years a distinguished member, he was enabled in 
the present year to publish a new edition of his Memoirs of 
Bowyer, under the title of “Literary Anecdotes of the 
Eighteenth Century ; comprizing Biographical Memoirs 
of William Bowyer,” &e. extended to six copious and 
close)v printed volumes in octavo, illustrated by a se¬ 
ries of engraved portraits. Of this work the editor of 
this Dictionary, or of any compilation of the •kind, cannot 
speak without gratitude. It will appear, indeed, by our 
references, that our obligations are numerous and impor¬ 
tant, nor,should we be content with this brief acknowledg¬ 
ment, but from a motive of delicacy, it being known to 
our readers that the author to whom we are so much indebted 
is at the same time the medium of conveying our praises to 
the public. We cannot help adding, however, that where 
we refer to Mr. Nichols’s “Anecdotes,” we wish it to be under¬ 
stood that it is for the purpose of more ample information 
than we have usually extracted, and that no book has perhaps 
ever been published in this or any country by which lite¬ 
rary curiosity is so much excited, or so pleasingly gratified. 

BOXllOitN (Makk Zuerius), an eminent philologer, 
historian, and antiquary, born Sept. 12, 1612, was the son 
of James Zuerius, minister at Bergen-op-Zoom, by Anne 
Boxhorn, the daughter of Henry tioxhorn, a minister of 

Jt* *-> ** 

Breda, originally a Roman Catholic, hut who embracing the 
reformed religion, became minister first, in the duchy of 
Cloves, then at Woorden in Holland, and lastly at Breda, 
which place he left in I 6 .?H when the Spaniards took it, and 
retired to Leyden : here he superintended the education of 
his grandson, the subject of the present article, who lost 
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his father when only six years old, and as he had no male 
children, gave young Zuerius his name of Boxhorn. Under 
his tuition, the youth made great progress in his studies, 
and in 1629 published some good poetry on the taking of 
Boisleduc, and some other victories which the Dutch had 
gained. This was when he was only seventeen years old, 
and he was but twenty when he published some more consi¬ 
derable works, as will appear in our list, which induced the 
curators of the university of Leyden in the same year, 1632, 
to promote him to the professorship of eloquence. His re¬ 
putation extending, chancellor Oxenstiern, the Swedish 
ambassador, made him great offers in queen Christina’s 
name, but preferring a residence in his own country, he 
was afterwards appointed professor of politics and history 
in the room of Daniel Heinsius, now disabled by age. For 
some time he carried on a controversy with Salmasius, but 
they were afterwards apparently reconciled. Besides his 
numerous works, he contributed frequently to the labours 
of his learned friends: his career, however, was short, as 
he died, after a tedious illness, at Leyden, Oct. 3, 1653, at 
the age of only forty-one. How industriously this time was 
employed will appear from the following list of his publica¬ 
tions. 1. “ Poemata,” 1629, 12mo. 2. “ Granatarnm 

encomium,” Amsterdam, 1631, 4to. 3. “ Historic Au¬ 
gust® Scriptores,” a new edition with his notes, Leyden, 
1631, 4 vols. 12mo, which Harwood calls beautiful but in¬ 
correct. 4. te Theatrum, sive Descriptio Comitatus et Ur- 
bium Hollandiae,” ibid. 1632, 4to. and translated into Ger¬ 
man the same year by Peter Montanus. 5. An edition of 
“Plinii Panegyricus,” Leyden, 1632 and 1648, Amsterdam, 
1649, 12mo. 6. Animadversionesad Suetonium Tranquil- 

lum,” Leyden, 1632 and 1645, 12mo. 7. ** Poet® Satirici 

minores, cum Commentariis,” ibid. 1632, 8vo. 8. “ltes- 
publica Leodieusium,” ibid. 1633, 24mo. 9. l< Apolo¬ 

gia pro Navigalionibus Hoilandorum, adversus Pontum 
Heuterum,” ibid. 1633, 24mo, and reprinted at Lon¬ 
don, 1636, 8vo. 10. “ Emblemata Politica, et Disser- 
tationes Politic®,” Amsterdam, 1634 and 1651, l2mo. 
11. “Julii C® saris Opera, cum commentariis variorum,” 
ibid. 1634, fol. 12. “ Gramm at ica regia, &c. pro Chris¬ 
tina Suecorum regina,” Holm. 1635, 12mo, Leyden, 1650. 

13. “ Catonis Distielia, Gr. Lat. cum Notis,” Leyden, 
1635, 8vo. 14. “ Orationes du® de vera Nobilitate et in- 
eptiis saBculi,” ibid. 1635, fol. 15. “ Oratio inauguralis de 
majestate eloqueutii* Roman®,” ibid. 1636, 4to. 16. 
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** Orationes Tres, de theologia paganorum, fabulis poeta- 
rum, et animarum immortalitate,” ibid. 1636, 4to. 17. 
** Oratio funebris in obitum Dominici Molini,” ibid. 1636, 
fol. 18. “ Character causarum Patroni,” ibid. 1637, 4to. 19. 
“ Character Amoris,” ibid. 1637, 4to. 20. “ Panegyricus 
Principi Fred. Henrico, post Bredam oppugnatam dictus,’* 
Leyden, 1637, fol. 21. ** Quaestiones Roman®, cum Plu- 
tarchi qusetionibus Romanis, commentario uberrimo expli- 
catis,” ibid. 1637, 4to, and reprinted in Grsevius, vol. V. 
22. “Monumenta illustrium virprum ®ri incisa et elogia,’* 
ibid. 1633, fol. 23. “Justiuus, cum notis,” Amsterdam, 
1638. 24. “ Panegyricus in classem Hispanorum profli- 

gatam,” Leyden, 1639, fol. 25. “ Oratio de Somniis,’* 
ibid. 1639, 4to. 26. “ Historia obsidionis Bredame, 
&c.” ibid. 1640, fol. 27. “ De Typographic® artis in- 
ventione et inventoribus, Dissertatio,” ibid. 1640, 4to. 
In this he is inclined to think that the art of printing 
was first discovered at Haerlem, and not at Mentz, as he first 
supposed. 28. “ Dissertatio de Trapezitis, vulgo Longo- 
bardis,” ibid. 1640, 8vo, and Groningen, 1658, 4to. 29. 
“ Panegyricus in Nuptias principis Arausionensium Guli- 
elmi, et Mari®, Britanni® regis filias,” Leyden, 1641, fol. 
30. ‘‘Oratio in excessum Cornelii Vander JVlyie,” ibid. 
1642, foi. 31. “ Oratio qua Ser. Henric® Mari®, magn® 
Britannia; regin® urbeiri Leydensem subeuntis adventum 
veneratur,” ibid. 1642, fol. This compliment to our exiled 
queen, and a subsequent publication, Bavle informs us, 
was disliked by some republicans. 32. “ Oratio in exces- 
sum principis Const. Alcxandri,” ibid. 1642, fol. 33. 
“ Coinmentarins in vitam Agricol® Corn. Taciti,” ibid. 
1642, l2mo, and an Apology for this edition, “ ad versus 
Dialogistam,” Amsterdam, 1643, 12mo. 34. “ Animad- 

versioues in Corn. Taciturn, Amsterdam,” 1643, and often 
reprinted. 35. The Belgic History to the time of Charles 
V. in Dutch, Leyden, 1644, 1649, 4to. 36. “ Chronicon. 
Zelaudi®,” Middleburgh, 1644, 4to. 37. On the worship 
of the goddess Tvchalennia, in Dutch, Leyden, 1647, 4to. 
38. “ Plinii Epistol® cum ejus Panegyrico,” ibid. 1648, 
and Amsterdam, 1659, 12mo. 39. “ Dissertatio de Am* 

nestia,” ibid. 1648, 12mo. 40. “ Dissertatio de successione 
et jure primogenitorum, in adeundo principatu, ad Carolum 
II. Magn® Britanni® regem,” ibid. 1649, 4to. 41. “ De 
wajestate Regum, Principumque liber singularis,” a defence 
of the former, ibid. 1649,4to, 42. “ Commentariolusde Statu. 



JTcederatariun Provinciarum Belgii, Hague, 1(549. Some 
offence taken by the States of Holland obliged the author to 
alter part of this work in the edition 1650. 43. “ Oratio 

funebris in exeessutn Adrian! Falkoburgii Med. Doct.” Ley¬ 
den, 1«.50, 4to. 4t. “ Haymonis Hist, ecclesiastic® Brevia- 
rium,” ibid. 1650, 12mo. 45. “ Disquisitiones Politic®, ex 

oinni historia select®,” Hague, 1654, Erfurt, 1664, 12ino. 
46, “Dissertatio tie Grace®, Roman®, et Germanic® Lingua- 
rum harmonia,” Leyden, 1650. 47. “ Historia Univer¬ 

salis Sacra et Prof.ma a nuto Christo ad annum 1650,” ibid. 
1651, 1652, 4to, and Leipsic, 1675, 4to. Mencke, the 
continuator, speaks of this as an excellent account of the 
origin and rights of nations. 48. “ Orationes varii argu- 
xq^uti,” Anist. 1651, 12mo. 49. “ Oratio in excessum 
Gul. principis Arausia*, coiuitis Nassovii, Lcyd. 1651, fol. 

50. “Metamorphosis Anglorum,” Hague, 1653, l2mo. 

51. “ Originum Galiicarutn liber,” Amst. 1654, 4 to. This 
critical history of ancient Gaul procured him much repu¬ 
tation. He was employed on it in his latter da*, s, but did 
not live to publish it. The following are also posthumous : 

52. “ Idem orationutn e selectiori materia moderni status 

politic] desumptm,” Leyden, 1657, J2mo, and I.eipsic, 
166 1, 12iuo. 53. “ Institutiouiiin sen disquisitiouum Po- 
llticarum Libri Duo,” Leipsic, 1659, Amst. 1663. 54. 

“ Chrenulogia sacra et propluma,” edited by Ijosius, 
.Francf. 1660, fol. 55. “ Epistohr et Poema'a,” Amst. 

1662, 12mo, with his life written l.y dames Baseiius, a Cal¬ 
vinist minister, and reprinted at Leipsic in lt>79, with a 
preface by Thomasius. 56. “ Dissertatio de Itnperio Ro¬ 
mano,” Jena, 1664, 12tno. * 

BOYCE (William), an eminent English musician, cha¬ 
pel-master and organist to George 11. and HI. was the son 
of William Boyce, a joiner and cabinet-maker, and house¬ 
keeper of Joincrs’-hail, where onr musician was born, Keh. 
7, 1710. He was at first a singing-boy at St. Paul’s, and 
afterwards apprenticed to the celebrated Dr. Greene, who 
bequeathe# to him his manuscripts. In 173 1- he was a 
candidate for the place of organist of St. Michael’s church. 
Conduit, with Kroud, Young, James Worgan, and K el way ; 
but though unsuccessful in this application, KeKvay being 
elected, he was appointed the same year to tne olace of 
organist of Oxford chapel; and in 1736, upon the death 
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of Weldon, when Kehvay being elected organist of St. 
Martin’s in the Fields, resigned ids place at St. Michael's 
Cornhill, Boyce was not oibv elected organist of tiiat 
church, but organist and composer in tin: chapel royal. 
The same year he set David’s “ Lamentation over Saul and 
Jonathan,” which was performed at the Apollo Society. 
About the year 1743, ho produced his serenati of “ Solo¬ 
mon,” which was not only long and justly admired as a 
pleasing and elegant composition, hut stiil affords great 
delight to the friends of English music whenever it is per¬ 
formed. llis next publication was “ TwvLo Sonatas or 
Trios lor two violins and a base,” which were longer and 
more generally purchased, performe I, and admired, than 
any productions of the kind in this kingdom, except thosjp 
of Corelli. They were not only in constant use, as cham¬ 
ber music, in private concerts, lbr which they were ori¬ 
ginally designed, hut in our theatres, as act-tunes, and 
public gardens, as favourite pieces, during many years. 

In I74.n, he set the ode mitten by the rev. hit*. Mason, 
for the installation of tiie late duke of Newcastle, as chan¬ 
cellor of the university of Cambridge, at which time lie 
was honoured with the degree of doctor in music bv that 
university. Soon after this event, he set the “ Chaplet,” 
a musical drama, written bv the L.te lur. lender:, tor 


Drury-hine theatre, which had a very I avon. akh 
ami long run, and continued many vv in use, 
after the iirst performance - of this drama, his 
Beard brought on the same stage the secular o. 
by Dry den, and originally set by Dr. Boyce for 
room, or the (Y.suc concert, wliere k was iirst 


t reception. 
Not long 
friend Mr. 
he, written 
i 1 ickiord's 
perh.,rmed. 


in still liie.. 


This piece, though less successful than tin; 


Chaplet, by the animated performance 


and friend 1 v r.e.il 


of Mr. Beard, was manv times exiiioded before 


it was 


wholly laid aside. Tlu.se compositions, mi n occasional 
single songs for Vauxhnil aeo iiamdagii, disseminated the 
fame of Dr. Boyce throughout the kingdom, u.-> a dram itiu 
and miscellaneous composer, while his choral cUbpesiiions 
for the king’s chapel, for the feast of the sons oftiie ‘’Urgy 
at St. Paul’s, and for the triennial tmclings at the three 
cathedrals of W orcester, Hereford, and Gloucester, si the 
performances in all which places he c-m t.uiily prc. ded 
till the time of his death, established his reputation as an 
ecclesiastical composer, tend able master of 1 • nanny. Dr. 
Boyce was one of the lew of our church composers, who 
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neither pillaged or servilely imitated Handel. There is at* 
original and sterling merit in his productions, founded as 
much on the study of our own old masters, as on the best 
models of other countries, that gives to all his works a pe¬ 
culiar stamp and character of his own, for strength, clear¬ 
ness, and facility, without any mixture of styles, or ex¬ 
traneous and heterogeneous ornaments. On the decease 
of Dr. Greene, in 1757, he was appointed by the duke of 
Devonshire, master of the king’s band; and, in 1758, on 
the death of Travers, organist of the chapel-royal. He 
published, at a great expence to himself, three volumes 
of cathedral music, being a collection in score of the most 
valuable compositions for that service by the several Eng¬ 
lish masters of the preceding two centuries, which was 
designed to have been published by Dr. Greene: and in 
this Dr. Boyce was assisted by the first Dr. Hayes, of Ox¬ 
ford, and by Dr. Howard. Dr. Boyce died, of repeated 
attacks of the gout, Feb. 7, 1779, and was interred in 
Paul’s cathedral. An anonymous biographer records a 
very singular circumstance in Dr. Boyce’s history, namely, 
that he was from his youth incurably deaf. 1 

BOYD (Hugh, or Hugh Macauley), a un-iter who 
would scarcely have deserved notice, if he had not been 
obtruded on the public as the author of Junius’s Letters, 
was the second son of Alexander Macauley, esq. of the 
county of Antrim, in Ireland. He was born in 1746 ; was 
educated at Trinity college, Dublin; and was designed 
for the bar; but, instead of prosecuting his original views, 
came over to London, where, under the patronage of Mr. 
Bichard Burke, he soon became know n both in the literary 
and fashionable world. A propensity to extravagance had 
already reduced him to cons ; derable embarrassments, 
when, in 1777, he married a lady of good fortune; but 
this relief was only temporary; for the same expensive 
habits still continued, and at length obliged him to ac¬ 
company lord Macartney to Madras, in the capacity of a 
second setmetary. He remained there after his lordship’s 
return, and died in 1791, having for some years previously 
to his death, held the lucrative office of master attendant, 
with little advantage to his circumstances. He wrote in 
Ireland, a political periodical paper, called “ The Free¬ 
holder,” in 1772; an Introduction to lord Chatham’s 

1 Burney’* Hist, of Music, vol. 111.—London Chronicle, Feb. 18, 1779, 
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speeches on the American war, reported and published by 
him; and the “ Whig,” published in Almon’s newspaper, 
the London Courant, in 1780. In 1794, he also wrote a 
few periodical essays called “ The Indian Observer,” pub¬ 
lished at Madras. These were reprinted in an 8vo volume, 
in 1798, by the late Mr. Laurence Dundas Campbell, with 
a view to establish an assertion which Almon lirst made, 
if we mistake not, purporting that Mr. Boyd was the au¬ 
thor of Junius ; but unfortunately the reader has “ the 
bane and antidote” both before him in this volume, and 
few attempts of the kind can be conceived more injudici¬ 
ous than a comparison between the styles of Boyd and Ju¬ 
nius. Boyd wrote offer Junius, and, like most political 
writers, aims at his style; and the only conclusion which 
his friends have arrived at amounts to this absurdity, that 
an imitator must be an original writer ; and even this in the 
case of Mr. Boyd is peculiarly unfortunate, for his imita¬ 
tions are among the most feeble that have been ever at¬ 
tempted.—Mr. Campbell returned to the charge, however, 
in 1800, with a publication of “ The miscellaneous works 
of Hugh Boyd, the author of the Letters of Junius : with 
an account of his Life and Writings,” 2 vols. 8vo. 1 

BOYD (Mark Alexander), a Scotch writer of consi¬ 
derable reputation in the sixteenth century, the son of 
Robert Boyd, of Pinkill in Ayrshire, was born Jan. 13, 
1 Having lost his father early, he was educated under 

the inspection of his uncle, Mr. James Boyd, of Trocitrig, 
who, with the then unpopular title of ei Archbishop of 
Glasgow,” performed the offices of minister of the Barony 
parish in that city. Young Boyd, in his nature lively 
and headstrong, soon grew weary of academical discipline, 
quarreled with his preceptors, renounced his studies, and, 
eager to become a man of the world, presented himself at 
court. It is not unlikely that in this scheme he relied chiefly 
on the patronage of Robert, fourth lord Boyd, who was 
probably the cousin-german of Boyd’s father. All, how¬ 
ever, that we learn of his proficiency at court i$ that he 
fought one duel, and was engaged in numberless broils. 
His relations advised him to follow the profession of arms 
in the Low Countries, for they could not moderate bis im¬ 
petuous and unruly temper, and perhaps they were little 

1 Thu above publications.—Monthly Review, N. S. vol. XXVII. and XXXIV. 
—See also another advocate for Mr. Boyd, in Mr. C. Chaltners’s •• A, p ndix to 
the Supplemental Ajpob'jfy, &<■.” It00. 

Vol. vj. r 
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inclined or little able to support bim in a manner of life 
whiehi had no determined object or aim. Boyd readily 
consented to become a soldier; but be chose France rather 
than the Low Countries, for the theatre of his future 
achievements. He went therefore to Paris, furnished with 
a small stock of money, all of which he soon lost at dice. 
This the author of his life ascribes to some secret fate, 
“ occulto veluti fatobut says his more recent biogra¬ 
pher, lord Hailes, we may absolve fate } for when the raw 
and self-sufficient go amongst sharpers, they ought to as¬ 
cribe their ruin to folly. 

Boyd, observing that young persons of qualit)*, and even 
military men, were wont to attend academical lectures 
at Paris, resumed his studies. The teachers to whom 
he attached himself were, J. Marius d’Amboise, profes¬ 
sor of philosophy ; J. Passerat, professor of eloquence, not 
only a scholar, but a wit also, and a poet; and Gilb. Franc. 
Genebrand, professor of the Hebrew language, who after¬ 
wards by his zeal for the French league, tarnished the re¬ 
putation that he had gained by his literary abilities. Guil- 
lonius also is mentioned amongst the professors under 
whom Boyd studied. He next resolved to apply himself 
to the civil law, and went to the university of Orleans, 
where that science was taught by J. Robertas, a man prin¬ 
cipally known for having dared to become the rival of Cu- 
jacius. But he soon quitted Orleans, and went to the 
university of Bourges. Cujacius, who taught the civil 
law there, received him with kindness, and possibly, not 
with the less kindness because his new scholar had quilted 
Orleans and professor Robertus. It was said that Boyd ob¬ 
tained the friendship of Cujacius, by writing some verses 
in the obsolete Latin language. Perhaps that learned man 
liked those verses best which approached nearest to the 
standard of the Twelve Tables. 

While at Bourges, however, Boyd applied his mind to 
serious study, with more earnestness than could have been 
looked for from a person of his age and desultory temper. 
But unfortunately his studies were interrupted, not by the 
constitutional fickleness of his own disposition, but by a 
public calamity. The plague broke out at Bourges, and 
Boyd, dreading the infection, fled to Lyons, and on its 
appearance at Lyons, be went into Italy. There he be¬ 
came acquainted with a person whom he calls Cornelius 
Varus, but having been seized with an ague, he returned 
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to Lyons for change of air. It is said that the being de¬ 
prived of the conversation and salutary advices of his 
friend Varus was the only regret which he had in quitting 
Italy. Varus flattered him with all the extravagance of 
Italian hyperboles, and finding that Boyd prided himself 
on the excellence of his Latin poetry, addressed some 
verses to him in which he asserts that Boyd surpassed Bu¬ 
chanan and all other British poets in a greater degree than 
Virgil surpassed Lucretius, Catullus, and all other Homan 
poets. 

In 1587, a numerous army, composed of mercenary 
Germans and Swiss, invaded France, in support of the 
king of Navarre. Boyd joined the troops that marched 
from Auvergne to reinforce the army of Henry III. His 
commander was a Greek by birth, an officer of cavalry. 
Boyd mentions not his name; but describes him as one 
who, with the specious advantages of elocution, and a 
noble figure, was volatile, forward, easily provoked, and 
of ungovernable passion. The temerity of this commander 
exposed his soldiers to more hazards in skirmishes with 
the peasants, than they would have found in storming of 
towns. Boyd received a shot in the ancle, and this is ail 
we know, with certainty, ofiiis military services. 

In 1588, Boyd fixed his residence at Toulouse, and 
again applied himself to the study of the civil law under 
Fr. Roubles, a celebrated professor. It appears that, 
about this time, he wrote some tracts on that science, and 
projected others; and that he even had it in view to com¬ 
pose a system of the law of nations. Toulouse having, 
about this time, by means of a popular insurrection, fallen 
into the hands of the faction of the league, Boyd, who had 
assisted the royal cause, was thrown into prison; and, 
from the hatred of the Jesuits, was in great danger of his 
life. When he had obtained his liberty, which was granted 
him at the solicitations of the learned men of Toulouse, he 
went first to Bourdeaux, and thence to Rochelle. In this 
last journey he was attacked by robbers, and with difficulty 
escaped being assassinated by them, after having lost all 
the property he had with him. Disliking the air of Ro¬ 
chelle, he retreated to the borders of Poictou, where 
he enjoyed an agreeable rural retirement; devoting his 
time partly to polite literature, and partly to the aid of his 
friends, when they were occasionally exposed to the incur¬ 
sions of their enemies. He so equally applied himself to 

v 2 
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the study of learning and war, that it was not easy to say 
which he most preferred; but his character appears now to 
have been more decided than when in youth. Among men 
of the sword he appeared to be the accomplished soldier, 
and as eminently the scholar among those of the gown. 
In his person he was tall, compact, and well proportioned ; 
his countenance was beautiful, sprightly 7 , and engaging ; 
and there was a singularly noble air in his discourse, aspect, 
voice, and gesture. lie was polite, pleasant, acute, 
courteous, a ready speaker, and entirely free from envy 
and avarice. He could easily 7 bear with the boasting of 
the ignorant, but extremely disliked the abusive manner 
of writing which prevailed so much among the learned of 
his time. He thought it unworthy of a Christian, in a li¬ 
terary controversy 7 , to throw out any thing, either in speech 
or writing, which should hurt the reputation of an adver¬ 
sary. In injuries of an atrocious nature, he chose to do 
himself justice by having recourse to the laws of arms. 
Among the ancients, Xenophon was his favourite as a phi¬ 
losopher, Caesar as an historian, and Virgil as a poet. So 
admirably was he skilled in the Greek language, that he 
could write, dictate, and converse in it, with copiousness 
and elegance. He despised the centos, which were then 
not a little in fashion ; and said, that however learned the 
authors, of them might be, they were dull and ignorant 
men. Besides his epistles after the manner of Ovid, and 
his hymns, he wrote a variety of Latin poems, which have 
not been printed. He was the author of notes upon Pliny, 
and published an excellent little book, addressed to Lip- 
sius, in defence of cardinal Bembo and the ancient elo¬ 
quence. He translated, likewise, Cicsar’s Commentaries 
into Greek, in the style of Herodotus ; but would not per¬ 
mit his translation to appear in public. He afterwards ap¬ 
plied himself to the cultivation of poetry in his native lan¬ 
guage, and arrived at considerable excellence in it. In all 
his compositions, genius was more apparent than labour. 

Boyd, at length, returned into Scotland, where he soon 
after died, of a slow fever, in April 1601, at Pinkiil, 
his father’s seat, in the 38th or 39th year of his age ; and 
was buried with his ancestors in the church of Dalie or 
Darlie. Among the manuscripts which he left behind him, 
the following were in sir Robert Sibbald’s possession: 
“ la Institutiones Imperatoris Commenta,” 1591, folio. 
“ L’Estat du Roy ail me d’Escosse a present,” fol. “ Poli- 
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ticus, ad Joannem Metellanum, canaellarium Scotiee.” 
“ Scriptum de Jurisconsulto, ad Franciscum Baldumum.” 
ft Poeta, ad Cornelinm Varum Florentinum.” “ Poemata 
varia.” “ Epistolae.” But of these, the only works now 
known are his ft Epistolse Heroidum,” and his “ Hymni.” 
These are inserted in the “ Delitise Poetarum Scotorum,” 
Amst. 1637, in two volumes 12mo; and a great character 
has been given of them by several authors. His biogra¬ 
pher questions whether any of the ancients have excelled 
him in elegiac poetry, and is positive that none of the 
Latins have equalled his hymns. Olaus Borrichius, an 
eminent critic, in his “ Dissertationes Academics: de Poe- 
tis,” says, “ In Marco Alexandra Bodio, Scotq, rediyivum 
•spectamus Nasonem; ea est in ejusdem Epistolis Heroi¬ 
dum, lux, candor, dexteritas.” The same critic speaks as 
highly of Boyd’s Hymns, but modern taste will not coin¬ 
cide with these praises. Boyd undoubtedly was a man of 
genius and elegant accomplishments, yet we learn this 
rather from his history than his writings. 1 

BOYD (Robert), a nobleman of Scotland, of whose 
early years we have no account, began to make a figure in 
public life towards the end of the reign of James II. of 
Scotland. Being a man of great penetration and sound 
judgment, courteous and affable, he acquired the esteem 
and confidence of all ranks of people, as well as of his 
prince, who created him a baron by the title of lord Boyd, 
of Kilmarnock. In 1459, he was, with several other no¬ 
blemen, sent to Newcastle, with the character of plenipo¬ 
tentiary, to prolong the truce with England, which had 
just then expired. On the death of James II. who was 
killed at the siege of Roxburgh, lord Boyd was made jus¬ 
ticiar}*, and one of the lords of the regency, in whose 
hands the administration was lodged during the minority 
of the young king. His lordship had a younger brother 
who had received the honour of knighthood, sir Alexander 
Boyd of Duncow, a man in great credit with the king, 
whom he was appointed to teach the rudiments of military 
discipline; and between them, the two brothers found 
means to engross most of the places and preferments about 
the court. Sir Alexander began to instil into the young 
king, then twelve years old, that he was now capable of 
governing without the help of guardians and tutors, and 


1 Sketch of the Life of Boyd, by Lord Hailes, lidiu. 173?, Svo.— Biog. Biift 
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that he might free himself from their restraint. This ad¬ 
vice was readily listened to, and the king resolved to take 
upon himself the government, which, however, was no 
other than transferring the whole power, from the other 
regents, to the Boyds. The king was at this time at Lin- 
litngow, and it was necessary to remove him to Edinburgh, 
to take upon him the regal government, which the Boyds 
effected, partly by force, and partly by stratagem. Hav¬ 
ing got the king to Edinburgh, lord Boyd began to pro¬ 
vide ior his own safety, and to avert the danger which 
threatened him and his friends, for what they had done in 
the face of an act of parliament • and accordingly prevailed 
upon the king to call a parliament at Edinburgh, in Octo¬ 
ber 1466; in which lord Boyd fell down upon his knees 
before the throne, where the king sat, and in an elaborate 
harangue, complained of the hard construction put upon 
the king’s removal from Linlithgow, and how ill this was 
interpreted by his enemies, who threatened that the ad¬ 
visers of that affair should one day suffer punishment; 
liumbly beseeching his majesty to declare his own sense 
and pleasure thereupon, and that if he conceived any ill- 
will or disgust against him for that journey, that he would 
openly declare it. The king, after advising a little with 
the lords, made answer, that the lord Boyd was not his 
adviser, but rather his companion in that journey; and 
therefore that he was more worthy of a reward for his cour¬ 
tesy, than of punishment for his obsequiousness or com¬ 
pliance therein ; and tins he was willing to declare in a 
public decree of the estates, and in the same decree pro* 
vision should be made, that this matter should never be 
prejudicial to the lord Boyd or his companions. His lord¬ 
ship then desired, that this decree might be registered in 
the acts of the assembly, and confirmed by letters patent 
under the great seal, which was also complied with. At 
the same time also the king, by advice of his council, 
gave him letters patent, whereby he was constituted sole 
regent, and had the safety of the king, his brothers, sisters, 
,towns, castles, and all the jurisdiction over his subjects, 
committed to him, till the king- himself arrived to the age 
t»f twenty-one years. And the nobles then present so¬ 
lemnly promised to be assistant to the lord Boyd, and also 
to his brother, in all their public actions, and that they 
would be liable to punishment, if they did not carefully, 
and with faithfulness, perform what they then promised. 
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to which stipulation the king also subscribed. Lord Boyd 
next contrived to be made lord great chamberlain, and 
after this had the boldness to procure the lady Mary Stew¬ 
art, the late king’s eldest daughter, iu marriage for his son 
sir Thomas Boyd, notwithstanding the care and precaution 
of the parliament. The lord Boyd’s son was a most ac¬ 
complished gentleman, and this match and near alliance 
to the crown, added to his own distinguished merit, raised 
him to a nearer place in the affection as well as confidence 
of his sovereign, by whom he was soon after created 
earl of Arran, and was now himself considered as the 
fountain from whence all honours and preferments must 
flow. The lord chamberlain, by this great accession of ho¬ 
nour to his family, seemed to have arrived at the highest 
pinnacle of power and grandeur ; but what seemed to esta¬ 
blish liis power, proved the very means of its overthrow. 
About this time, a marriage having been concluded, by 
ambassadors sent into Denmark for that .purpose, between 
the young king of Scotland, and Margaret, a daughter of 
the king of Denmark, the earl* of Arran was selected to go 
over to Denmark, to espouse the Danish princess in the 
king his brother-in-law’s name, and to conduct her to Scot¬ 
land. The earl of Arran, judging all things safe at home, 
willingly accepted this honour; and, iu the beginning of 
the autumn of 1469, set sail for Denmark with a proper 
convoy, and a noble train of friends and followers. This 
was, however, a fatal step, for the lord chamberlain, the 
carl’s father, being now much absent from the court iu 
the necessary discharge of his office, as well as through 
age and infirmities, which was the case also of his brother 
sir Alexander Boyd ; the earl of Arran had no sooner set 
out on his embassy, than every endeavour was tried to 
alienate the king’s affection from the Boyds. Every pub¬ 
lic miscarriagfe was laid at their door; and the Kennedies, 
their ancient enemies, industriously spread abroad reports, 
to inflame the people likewise against them. They repre¬ 
sented to the king, that the lord Boyd had abused his 
power during his majesty’s minority ; that his matching his 
son, tfie earl of Arran, with the princess Mary, was stain¬ 
ing the royal blood of Scotland, was an indignity to the 
crown, and the prelude to the execution of a plot they had 
contrived of usurping even the sovereignty itself; for they 
represented the lord chamberlain as an ambitious, aspiring 
man, guilty of the highest offences, and capable of con- 
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triving and executing the worst of villanies: with what 
justice, history does not inform us. Buchanan only says 
the Boyds were the occasion of the king’s degeneracy into, 
all manner of licentiousness, by their indulgence of his 
pleasures. The king, however, young, weak, credulous, 
and wavering, and naturally prone to jealousy, began to 
be alarmed, and was prevailed on to sacrifice, not only the 
earl of Arran, but all his family, to the resentment of their 
enemies, notwithstanding their ancestors’ great services to 
the crown, and in spite of the ties of blood which united 
them so closely. At the request of the adverse faction, 
the king summoned a parliament to meet at Edinburgh, 
the 20th of November, 1469, before which lord Boyd, the 
earl of Arran, though in Denmark, and sir Alexander Boyd 
of Dun cow, were summoned to appear, to give an account 
of their administration, and answer such charges as should 
be exhibited against them. Lord Boyd, astonished at this 
sudden blow, betook himself to arms ; but, finding it im¬ 
possible to stem the torrent, made his escape into England ; 
but his brother, sir Alexander, being then sick, and trust¬ 
ing to his own integrity, was brought before the parlia¬ 
ment, where he, the lord Boyd, and his son the earl of 
Arran, were indicted of High-treason, for having laid hands 
on the king, and carried him, against an act of parliament, 
and contrary to the king’s* own will, from Linlithgow to 
Edinburgh, in 1466. Sir Alexander alleged in his de¬ 
fence, that they had not only obtained the king’s pardon 
for that offence in a public convention, but it was even 
declared a good service by a subsequent act of parliament; 
but no regard was had to this, because it was obtained by 
the Boyds when in power, and masters of the king’s per¬ 
son : and the crime being proved against them, they were 
found guilty by a jury of lords and barons ; and sir Alex¬ 
ander Boyd, being present, was condemtfed to lose his 
head on the Castle-hill of Edinburgh, which sentence was 
executed accordingly. The lord Boyd would have under¬ 
gone the same fate, if he had not made his escape itffb 
England, where, however, he did not long survive his 
great reverse of fortune, dying at Alnwick in 1470* The 
earl of Arran, though absent upon public business, was 
declared a public enemy, without being granted a hear¬ 
ing, or allowed the privilege of defending himself, and his 
estates confiscated. Things were in this situation, when 
he arrived from Denmark, with the espoused queen, in the 
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Frith of Forth. Before he landed he received intelligence 
of the wreck and ruin of his family, and resolved to retire 
into Denmark ; and without staying to attend the cere¬ 
monial of the queen’s landing, he took the opportunity of 
one of those Danish ships which convoyed the queen, and 
were under his command, and embarking his lady, set sail 
for Denmark, where he met with a reception suitable to 
his high birth. From thence he travelled through Ger¬ 
many into France, and went to pay a visit to Charles duke 
of Burgundy, who received him most graciously, and 
being then at war with his rebellious subjects, the unfortu¬ 
nate lord offered him his service, which the duke readily 
accepted, and finding him to be a brave and wise man, he 
honoured and supported him and his lady in a manner be¬ 
coming their rank. But the king their brother, not yet 
satisfied with the miseries of their family, wrote over to 
Flanders to recal his sister home; and fearing she would 
not be induced to leave him, he caused others to write to 
her, and give her hopes that his anger towards her husband 
might be appeased, and that if she would come over and 
plead for him in person, there was no doubt but she might 
prevail with her brother to restore him again to his favour. 
The countess of Arran, flattered with these hopes, returned, 
and was no sooner arrived in Scotland, than the king urged 
her to a divorce from her husband, cruelly detained her 
from going back to him, and caused public citations, at¬ 
tested by witnesses, to be fixed up at Kilmarnock, the 
seat of the Boyds, wherein Thomas earl of Arran was com¬ 
manded to appear in sixty days, which he not doing, his 
marriage with the king’s sister was declared null and void, 
and a divorce made (according to Buchanan), the earl still 
absent and unheard ; and the lady Mary was compelled, by 
the king, to marry James lord Hamilton, a man much in¬ 
ferior to her former husband both in point of birth and 
fortune. This transaction was in 1474; and the earl of 
Arran, now in the last stage of his miseries, and borne 
Sown with the heavy load of his misfortunes, soon after 
died at Antwerp, and was honourably interred there. The 
character of him and of his father is variously represented. 
That they were ambitious, and regardless of the means of 
gratifying that ambition, cannot well be denied, nor are we 
permitted to censure with great asperity their enemies who 
effected their ruin by similar measures and with similar 
motives. Their fall undoubtedly holds out an useful les- 
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sob, but the experience of others, especially of examples 
dn history, seldom checks the progress of that ambition that 
has once commenced in success. 1 

BOYD (William), a descendant of the preceding, and 
fourth and last earl of Kilmarnock, was born in 1704, and 
was but thirteen years old when his father died: he dis¬ 
covered early a genius not unequal to his birth, but found 
the family estate pretty much encumbered, and great part 
of the patrimony alienated, which was by no means an¬ 
swerable to his lordship’s generous and noble disposition. 
It was also his misfortune to be too soon let loose among 
the gaieties and pleasures of life. As he grew up, instead 
of applying himself to study, he launched out into the 
world in pursuit of pleasures which were more expensive 
than his fortune could support, and by this means consi- 
derably reduced his estate, which, from the most probable 
conjecture, was the true reason of his taking up arms against 
the king. Indeed, his lordship himself owns in his confes¬ 
sion to Mr. Foster (while under sentence), that his rebellion 
was a kind of desperate scheme, proceeding originally from 
his vices, to extricate himself from the distress of his cir¬ 
cumstances ; for he says, the true root of all was his care¬ 
less and dissolute life, by which he had reduced himself to 
great and perplexing difficulties; that the exigency of his 
affairs was in particular very pressing at the time of the 
rebellion ; and that, besides the general hope he had of 
mending his fortune by die success of it, he was also 
tempted by another prospect of retrieving his circum¬ 
stances, by following the Pretender’s standard.” It does 
not appear that his lordship was in the original design of 
■the rebellion : on the contrary, he declared bot^ in h is 
speech at the bar of the house of lords, and in his petition 
to the king after his sentence, that it was not till after the 
battle of Preston Pans that he became a party in it, having, 
till then, neither influenced his tenants or followers to 
assist or abet the rebellion; but, on the contrary, in¬ 
fluenced the inhabitants of the town of Kilmarnock, 
and the neighbouring boroughs, to rise in arms for his 
majesty’s service, which had so good an effect, that two 
hundred men from Kilmarnock very soon appeared in 
arms, and remained so all the winter at Glasgow and other 
places. It is said, that when the earl joined the Preten- 
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der’s standard, be was received by him with great marks 
of esteem and distinction ; was declared of his privy-coun¬ 
cil, made colonel of the guards, aud promoted to the de¬ 
gree of a general (though his lordship himself says, he was 
far from being a person of any consequence among them). 
How he behaved in these stations (quite new to him, and 
foreign from his former manner of life), we cannot deter¬ 
mine ; but common fame says, he displayed considerable 
courage till the fatal battle of Culloden, when he was 
taken, or rather surrendered himself, prisoner, to the king’s 
troops, though involuntarily, and with a design to have 
facilitated his escape : for lie acknowledged to Mr. Foster, 
whilst under sentence, that when he saw the king’s dra¬ 
goons, and made towards them, he thought they had been 
Fitz-Jnmes’s horse; and that if he could have reached 
them by mounting behind one of the dragoons, his escape 
would have been more certain, than when he was on foot. 
Yet, in his speech to the house of lords, he made a merit 
of having surrendered himself, at a time when he said he 
could easily have made his escape, and in this he owned, 
when in a state of repentance, that he had not spoken 
truth. His lordship was brought to the Tower, and on 
Monday the 28th of July, 1746, was, together with the 
earl of Cromarde, and lord Balmerino,. conducted to West¬ 
minster-hall, and at the bar of the lord hi gh-ste ward’s 
court, arraigned, and pleaded guilty to his indictment, 
submitting himself to his majesty’s mercy aud clemency. 
On the Wednesday following, the three lords were again 
brought from the Tower to receive sentence, when the 
lord Kilmarnock being asked by the lord high-steward, if 
lie iiud^my thing to offer why sentence of death should not 
be passed upon him, his lordship, addressing himself to 
his grace and the whole augnsr assembly, then consisting 
of an hundred ana thirty-six peers, delivered an eloquent 
speech, alter which, sentence of death was pronounced 
upon him, and he returned to the Tower. Alter this, he 
presented petitions to the king, the prince of Wales, and 
duke of Cumberland, wherein he set forth his family’s 
constant attachment to the revolution interest, and that of 
the illustrious house of Hanover; his father’s zeal and 
activity in support of both in the rebellion in 1715, and 
his own appearing in arms (though then but young) under 
his father, and the whole tenour of his conduct ever since 
that tune. But the services of*his forefathers could not 
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satisfy the public demand for justice, nor avail him so far 
as to procure him pardon. He was beheaded on Tower- 
hill, August 18, 1746, and was interred in the Tower 
church, with this inscription upon his coffin, viz. “ Guliel- 
mus Comes de Kilmarnock, decollat. 18 Augusti, 1746, 
as tat. sum 42.” His lordship’s whole deportment, from the 
time he was condemned till his execution, was suitable to 
one in his unhappy circumstances. He gave the most 
lively marks of a sincere humiliation and repentance for 
all his miscarriages, and his behaviour in the hour of death 
was resigned, but strictly decent and awful. He had him¬ 
self observed, with great truth, that for a man who had led * 
a dissolute life, and yet believed the consequences of 
death, to put on an air of daringness and absolute intre^ 
pidity, must argue him either to be very stupid or very 
impious. He was a nobleman of fine address and polite 
behaviour; his person was tall and graceful; his coun¬ 
tenance mild, but his complexion pale; and he had abi¬ 
lities, which, if they had been properly applied, might 
have rendered him capable of bringing an increase of ho¬ 
nour to his family, instead of ruin and disgrace. • His 
lordship lived and died in the public profession of the 
church of Scotlaud, and left behind him a widow (who 
was the lady Anne Livingston, daughter of James earl of 
Linlithgpw and Callander (attainted in 1715), with whom 
he had a considerable fortune), and three sons, the eldest 
of whom his lordship had educated in the principles of 
duty and loyalty to his majesty, and in whose service he 
fought against the rebels. He succeeded, upon the death 
of Mary, countess of Errol, in 1758,’ to her estate and 
honours, his mother having been undoubted heir q£ line of 
that noble family, and He was the sixteenth earl of Errol. 
He died June 3, 1778, leaving issue. 1 

BOYD (Robert), an eminent Scotch divine, of the 
same family as the preceding, being a descendant of Ro¬ 
bert Boyd, earl of Arran, sometime protector of Scotland, 
from whom descended James Boyd, baron of Trochrig, the 
father of the subject of this article. He was born in 1578, 
and educated at the university of Edinburgh, where he 
took his master’s degree. In 1604, according to the cus¬ 
tom of the times, he travelled into France, and studied for 
some time under Rivet, improving himself in Greek and 


1 Biog. Brit. See art. James Foster. 
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Hebrew, and in French, which he spoke with great fluency. 
He was afterwards invited by the university of Montauban 
to be professor of philosophy, and in the mean time him¬ 
self studied divinity, and was ordained according to the 
forms of the French reformed church. In 1608 he was 
removed to a professorship at Saumur, which he filled un¬ 
til 1614, and both as a preacher and teacher was much 
admired and eagerly followed. His fame reaching the ears 
of his sovereign, king James, he sent him a pressing in¬ 
vitation to fill the divinity chair in the university of Glas¬ 
gow, in consequence of which he removed thither in 16I5 # 
to the great sorrow of his friends at Saumur, and the uni¬ 
versity at large. He was enabled soon, in conjunction 
with some able colleagues, to raise the reputation of the 
Glasgow university, the mode of study in which he re¬ 
formed from the useless and disputatious modes of the 
schools. His situation, however, afterwards became em¬ 
barrassed from the disputes which arose respecting the 
scheme of king James to assimilate the churches of Eng¬ 
land and Scotland, which was highly unpopular in the 
latter dountry. Boyd’s education, and especially his as¬ 
sociations abroad, had inclined him to the presbyterian 
form of chureh government, and finding that he could not. 
under such circumstances retain his situation as preacher 
and professor at Glasgow, he resigned both, and went to 
live privately on an estate which he possessed.' Endea¬ 
vours were made to fix him in Edinburgh, and afterwards 
to recall him to Glasgow, but these not being successful, 
he finally retired from public life to Carrick, his estate, 
where he died Jan. 5, Hi27. He wrote in very elegant 
Latin, a commentary on the epistle to the Ephesians, 
which $as published under the title “ Iloberti Bodii Scoti 
Praelectiones in Epistolam ad Epliesios,” Loud. 1652, fol. 1 

BOYDELL (John), a liberal patron of the arts, and an 
honour to his country, was born at Stanton in Shropshire, 
Jan. 19, 1719. His grandfather was the rev. John Boy- 
dell, D. D. vicar of Ashbourne, and rector of Mapleton iu 
Derbyshire*, whose son Josiah married Mary Milnes, eld¬ 
est daughter of Samuel Milnes, esq. of Ash-house near 
Turnditch, Derbyshire, Jan. 22, 1718. Dr. Boydell was 
an excellent scholar, and for some time superintended the 

* See some verses by this gentleman, published by the Alderman in 1795, 
Gent. Mag. 1808, vol. LXXVlll.p. 771. 

1 Clarke’s Lives, fol. 1683: 
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education of his grandson, intending him for the church, 
but dying in 173 I, the youth was brought up by his father, 
a land-surveyor, who very naturaliy intended him for his 
own profession, and as a taste for drawing generally dis¬ 
covers itself very early, he might probably foresee great- 
advantages from his son’s possessing this talent. For¬ 
tunately, however, for young Boydell, and for the arts, a 
trifling accident gave a more decided direction to his mind, 
and led him to. aim at higher efforts in the art than the 
mere mechanism of ground-plans and outlines. This was 
no other than the sight of a print by Toms, a very indif¬ 
ferent artist, of sir John Glynne’s seat and the old castle 
attached to it, in ** Baddeley’s Views of different Country 
Seats.” An exact delineation of a building that he had 
so often contemplated, afforded him pleasure, and excited 
some reflections which gave a new turn to his ambition. 
Considering it as an engraving, and from the copper of 
which might be taken an almost indefinite number of im¬ 
pressions, he determined to quit the pen, and take up 
the graver, as an instrument which would enable him to 
disseminate whatever work he could produce, in so much 
wider a circle. This resolution was no sooner made, than 
it was put in execution ; for, with that spirit aud perse¬ 
verance which he manifested in every r succeeding scene of 
life, he, at twenty-one years of age, walked up to the 
metropolis, and bound himself apprentice for seven years 
to Mr. Toms, the engraver of the print which had so forci¬ 
bly attracted his attention. These, and accidents equally 
trifling, sometimes attract men of strong minds into the 
path that leads direct to fame, and have been generally 
considered as proving that they' were born with some pe¬ 
culiar genius for some peculiar study. Sir J. Reynolds 
had the first fondness fi;r his art excited by the perusal of 
“ Richardson’s Treatise on Paintingand Mr. Boydell 
was induced to learn the art of engraving, by a coarse 
print of a coarse artist, representing a mis-shapen gothic 
castle. 

This step, however, gave his father no little uneasiness, 
and every argument and remonstrance of himself and his 
friends were employed to divert him from a pursuit which 
they considered as likely to be very unprofitable. But 
tliis producing no effect, his father took into business 
with him a younger son, Thomas, who succeeded him, 
and who died a few years before the subject of the present 
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article, at Trevallyn Hall, Denbighshire, where his father 
had lived before him, but did not live long enough to wit¬ 
ness tlie success of his son John, in the pursuit he so much 
disapproved. 

His conduct during his apprenticeship was eminently 
assiduous. Eager to attain all possible knowledge of an 
art on which his mind was bent, and of every thing that 
could be useful to him, and impelled by an industry that 
seemed inherent in his nature, he, whenever he could, 
attended the academy in St. Marti n’s-lane to perfect him¬ 
self in drawing; his leisure hours in the evening were de¬ 
voted to the study of perspective, and to the learning of 
French without the aid of a master. After very steadily 
pursuing his business for six years, and finding himself a 
better artist than his teacher, he bought from Mr. Toms 
the last year of his apprenticeship, and became his own 
master. In 1745 or 1746 he published six small land¬ 
scapes, designed and engraved by himself. This publi¬ 
cation, from his having in most of the views chosen a si¬ 
tuation in which a bridge formed part of the scenery, was 
entitled “ The Bridge book,” and sold for a shilling. 
.Small as this sum was, he sometimes spoke with apparent; 
pleasure of a silversmith in Duke’s-court, St. Martin’s 
lane, having sold so mnny, that when he settled his annual 
account, he thought it would be civil to take a silver pint 
mug in part ot payment, and this mug he retained until 
his dying day. He afterwards designed and engraved 
many other views, generally of places in and about Lon¬ 
don, and published the greater part of them at the low 
price of one shilling each. But even at this early period 
he was so much alive to fame, that after having passed 
several months in copying an historical sketch of Corio- 
lanus by Sebastian Concha, he so much disliked his own 
engraving, that he cut the plate to pieces. Besides these, 
he engraved many prints from Brocking, Berchetn, Sal¬ 
vator Rosa, &c. The manner in which many of them are 
executed, is highly respectable ; and, being done at a 
time when the artist had much other business to attend to, 
displays an industry rarely to be paralleled, and proves 
that had he devoted all his time to engraving, he would 
have ranked high in the profession. His facility of exe¬ 
cution, and unconquerable perseverance, having thus en¬ 
abled him to complete one hundred and fifty-two prints, 
he collected the whole in one port-folio, ami published it 
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n: ?,•(* guineas. He modestly allowed that he himself had 
not *n ;;;>t time arrived at any eminence in the art of en¬ 
graving, and that those prints are now chiefly valuable 
itom a comparison of them with the improved state of the 
art within the last fifty years. In fact, there were at that 
time no eminent engravers in England, and Mr. Boydeli 
saw the necessity of forcing the art by stimulating men of 
genius with suitable rewards. With the profits of the folio 
volume of prints above-mentioned, he was enabled to pay 
very liberally the best artists of his time, and thus pre¬ 
sented the world with English engravings from the works of 
the greatest masters. The encouragement that he ex¬ 
perienced from the public was equal to the spirit and pa¬ 
triotism of his undertaking, and soon laid the foundation 
of an ample fortune. He used to observe, that he believed 
the book we have alluded to was the first that had ever 
made a lord mayor of London ; and that when the small¬ 
ness of the work was compared with what had followed, it 
would impress all young men with the truth of what he 
had often held out to them, “ that industry, patience, and 
perseverance, if united to moderate talents, are certain 
to surmount all difficulties.” Mr. Boydeli, though he 
never himself made any great progress as an engraver, was 
certainly the greatest encourager of the art that this country 
ever knew. The arts were at the time he began, at a 
very low ebb in this country. Wotton’s portraits of hounds 
and horses, grooms and squires, with a distant view of the 
dog-kennel and stable; and Hudson’s portraits of gentle¬ 
men iu great coats and jockey caps, were in high repute. 
Inferior prints from poor originals were almost the only 
works our English artists were thought capable of per¬ 
forming ; and, mortifying as it must be to acknowledge it, 
yet it. must be admitted, that (with the exception of the 
inimitable Hogarth, and two or three others) the gene¬ 
rality of them were not qualified lor much better things. 
The powers of the artists were, however, equal to the 
taste of a great majority ofi* their customers ; and the few 
people of the higher order who had a relish for better 
productions, indulged it in the purchase of Italian and 
Flemish pictures and French prints; for which, even at 
that time, the empire was drained of immense sums of 
money. To check this destructive fashion, Mr. Boydeli 
sought for an English engraver who could equal, if not 
excel them; and in Woollett he found one. The Temple 
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of Apollo, from Claude, and two premium pictures from 
the Smiths of Chichester, were amongst the first large 
works which this excellent artist engraved ; but the Niobe 
and the Phaeton, from Wilson, established his fame. For 
the first of them the alderman agreed to give the engraver 
fifty guineas, and when it was completed paid him a 
hundred. The second, the artist agreed to engrave for 
fifty guineas, and the alderman paid him one hundred and 
twenty. The two prints were published by subscription, 
at five shillings each. Proof prints were not at that time 
considered as having any particular value ; the few that 
were taken off to examine the progress of the plate were 
delivered to such subscribers as chose to have them, at the 
subscription price. Several of these have since that time 
been sold at public auctions, at ten and eleven guineas 
each. By these and similar publications he had the satis¬ 
faction to see in his own time the beneficial effects of his 
exertions. We have before observed, that previous to his 
establishing a continental correspondence for the exporta¬ 
tion of prints, immense sums were annually sent out of 
the country for the - purchase of those that were engraved 
abroad; but he changed the course of the current, and 
for many of the later years of his life, the balance of the 
print-trade with the continent was very much in favour of 
Great Britain. 

On the 5 th of August 1782, Mr. Boy dell was chosen, 
alderman of London, for the ward of Cheap, in the room 
of alderman Crichton, deceased. In the year 1785 he 
served the office of sheriff; and in 1790, was chosen lord 
mayor of London, an office of which he discharged the 
duties and the honours with a diligence, uprightness, 
and liberality, that may be equalled, but will rarely be ex¬ 
ceeded. 

Having been so successful in promoting the art of en¬ 
graving in this country, he resolved to direct his next 
efforts to the establishing an English school of historical 
painting; and justly conceiving that no subject could be 
more appropriate for such a national attempt than Eng¬ 
land’s inspired poet, and great painter of nature, Shak- 
speare, he projected, and just lived to see completed, a 
most splendid edition of the works of that author, illus¬ 
trated by engravings from paintings of the first artists that 
the country could furnish, and of which the expence was 
prodigious. These paintings afterwards formed what was 
Vol. VI. X 
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termed “ The Shakspeare gallery,” in Pall Mall; and we 
believe there are few individuals possessed of the least 
taste, or even curiosity, who have not inspected and been 
delighted by them. 

It is always interesting to trace the origin of a great un¬ 
dertaking. The Shakspeare gallery arose from a conver¬ 
sation at the dining-table of Mr. Josiah Boydell (the alder¬ 
man’s nephew and successor) in November 1786, in the 
presence of Mr. West, Mr. Romney, and Mr. P. Sand by, 
artists, and Mr. Hay ley, Mr. Hoole, Mr. Braithwaite, Mr. 
Nicol, and the alderman. The literary part of the com¬ 
pany were joining with the professional gentlemen in 
complimenting the alderman on having lived to see the 
whole tide of the commerce in prints with the continent 
entirely changed from importing to exporting, and that 
effected in the space of one life, by the alderman’s great 
and munificent exertions. The only answer the alderman 
made to these compliments was, that he was not yet sa¬ 
tisfied with what he had done ; and that, old as he was, he 
should like to wipe away the stigma which all foreign 
critics threw on this nation, “ that we had no genius for 
historical painting.” He said he was certain from his suc¬ 
cess in encouraging engraving, that Englishmen wanted 
nothing but proper encouragement and subjects to excel 
in historical painting, and this encouragement he himself 
would endeavour to find, if a proper subject was pointed 
out. Mr. Nicol (his majesty’s bookseller, and afterwards 
the alderman’s nephew by marriage) replied that there 
was one great national subject, concerning which there 
could be no difference of opinion, and mentioned Siiak- 
SPEARE l The proposition was received with acclamation 
by the alderman and the whole company ; and on Decem¬ 
ber 1 of the same year, the plan being considered, was 
laid before the public in a printed prospectus. 

After having expended in his favourite plan of advancing 
the fine arts in England no less a sum than 350,000/. this 
worthy and venerable cMracter was necessitated, by the 
stoppage of his foreign trade during a dozen years of war, 
£© apply to parliament, in the beginning of 1804, for per¬ 
mission to dispose of the Shakspeare gallery, and his other 
collections of pictures and prints, by way of lottery. His 
letter to sir John William Anderson, bart. on the occasion 
Taf his introducing a petition for that purpose to the house 
©f commons, is a document of too much curiosity and in- 



B O Y D E L L 


307 


tcrest to the feelings to be omitted. We have therefore 
thrown it into a note.* 

The act of parliament being passed to sanction this lot¬ 
tery, the worthy alderman had the gratification of living 


* “ To sir John William Anderson, 
bart. one of the representatives of the 
city of London. 

4 * Dear Sir, Cheap sitle, Feb. 4, 1804. 

“ The kindness with which you have 
undertaken to represent my ease, calls 
upon ins to lay open to you, wish the 
utmost candour, the circumstances at¬ 
tending it, which 1 will now endeavour 
to do as briefly as possible. 

“ It is above sixty years since I he- 
p.-'n to study the art of engraving, in 
the eourse of which time, besides em¬ 
ploying tiiat long period of life in my 
profession, with an industry and assi¬ 
duity that would he improper in me to 
describe, 1 have laid out with iny- 
brethren in promoting the commerce 
of the line arts in this country, above 
three hundred and iil’ty thousaud 
pounds. 

“ When 1 first, began business, the 
whole commerce of pi inis ill this country 
consisted in importing foreign prints, 
pr.ncipaliy from France, to supply 
the cabinets of the can ions iri this 
kingdom. Impressed with the idea 
th u the genius of our own countrymen, 
if properly encouraged, was equal to 
that, of foreigners, 1 set about estab¬ 
lishing a School of Engraving in Kng- 
land; with what success the public 
are well acquainted. It is, perhaps, 
at proseut, sufficient to say that the 
whole course of that commerce is 
changed, very few prints being now 
imported into this country, while the 
foreign maiket is principally supplied 
with prints from England. 

“ In effecting this favourite plan, 

.1 have net only spent a long life, but 
liave employed near forty years of the 
labour of my nephew, Josiah Boydell, 
who has been bred to the business, 
and whose assistance duping that pe¬ 
riod has been greatly instrumental in 
promoting a School of Engraving in 
this country. By the blessing of Pro¬ 
vidence, these exertions have been 
very successful; not only in that re¬ 
spect, but in a commercial point of 
view ; for the large sums 1 regularly 
received from the continent, previous 
to the French revolution, for impres¬ 
sions taken from the numerous plates 
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engraved in England, encouraged me 
to attempt also an English School of 
Historical Painting. 

“ 1 had observed with indignation that 
the want of such a school had been 
long made a favourite topic of oppro¬ 
brium against this country, among 
foreign writers on national taste. No 
subject, tin refore, could be more ap¬ 
propriate for such a national attempt, 
than Kugland’s inspired poet, and 
great painter of nature, Sbakspeare ; 
and l flatter myself the most, preju¬ 
diced foreigner must allowt.bat the 
Shahs pc a re gallery will convince the 
world that Englishmen want nothing 
but the fo-tering hand of encourage¬ 
ment, to bring forth their genius in 
this line of art. I might go further, 
ant! defy any of the llaliau, Flemish, 
or French schools, to show iu so short 
a space of time, such an exertion as 
the Sbakspeare Gallery j and if they 
could have made such an exertion in 
so short a period, the pictures would 
have been marked with all that mo¬ 
notonous sameness which distinguishes 
those different schools. Whereas, in 
the Shakspeare Gallery, every artist, 
partaking of the freedom of his coun¬ 
try, and endowed with that originality 
of thinking so peculiar to its natives, 
has chosen his owu road to what, ha 
conceived to be excellence, unshackled 
by the slavish imitation and uniformity 
that pervade all the foreign schools. 

“ This Gallery 1 once flattered my¬ 
self with being able to leave to that 
generous public who have for so long 
a period eneouiaged my undertakings ; 
but, unfortunately, for all those con¬ 
nected with the fine arts, a Yandalick 
revolution has arisen, whieh, in con¬ 
voking all Europe, has entirely ex- 
traffuished, except iu this happy island, 
all those who had the taste or the 
power to promote the fin£ arts ; while 
the Tyrant that at prerent governs 
France tells that believing and be¬ 
sotted nation, that, in the midst of aJi 
his robbery and rapine, he is a great 
patron ami promoter of the flue arts ; 
just as if those arts, that humanise an* 
polish mankind, could be promoted by 
such means, and by such a man. 

2 
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to see every ticket sold. We are, at first sight, inclined to 
lament that he did not live to*see the prizes drawn, and 
the whole terminated. But for him to have witnessed his 
gallery transferred to other hands, besides a number of 
pictures, for the painting of which he had paid immense 
sums, scattered like the Sybill’s leaves, might possibly 
have given him many a heart-rending pang. It may be 
sufficient in. this place to notice that the gallery of 
paintings, in one lot, and consequently the highest prize, 
became the property of Mr. Tassie, of Leicester-square, 
nephew to the late well-known imitator of ancient cameos 
and intaglios, and by him the pictures were afterwards sold 
by auction. 

Mr. Boydell’s death was occasioned at last by a too 
scrupulous attention to his official duties. Always early 


“ Yon will excuse, I am sure, my 
dear Sir, some warailli in an old man 
on tliis subject, when 1 inform you 
that this unhappy revolution has cut 
up by the roots that revenue from the 
continent which enabled me to under¬ 
take such considerable works in this 
country. At the same time, as I am 
laying my case fairly before you, it 
should not be disguised, that my na¬ 
tural enthusiasm tor promoting the fine 
arts (perhaps buoyed up by success) 
made me improvident. For had 1 
laid by but ten pounds out of every 
hundred pounds my plates produced, 
I should not now have had occasion to 
trouble my friends, or appeal to the 
public; but, on the contrary, I flew 
with impatience to employ some new 
artist, with the whole gains of my for¬ 
mer undertakings. 1 see too late my 
error; for 1 have thereby decreased my 
ready money, and increased my stock 
of copper-plates to such a size, that 
all the print-sellers in Europe could 
not purchase it, especially at these 
times, so unfavourable to the arts. 

“ Having thus candidly owned my 
error, I have but one word to sttfk in 
extenuation. My receipts from abroad 
had been 4 p large, and continued so 
regular, that I at all times found them 
fully adequate to support my under¬ 
takings at home.—1 could not calcu¬ 
late on the present crisis, which has 
totally annihilated them.—I certainly 
-calculated on some defalcation of these 
*rec< ipts, by a French or Spanish war, 
or both ; hut with France Or Spain I 
carried on but liule commerce. Flan¬ 


ders, Holland, and Germany, (and 
these countries no doubt supplied the 
rest of Europe) were the great marts ; 
but, alas ! they are now ho more. 
The convulsion that has disjointed 
and ruined the whole continent I did 
not foresee—J know no man that did. 
On that head, therefore, though it has 
nearly ruined me and mine, I can take 
hut little blame to myself., 

“ In this stale of things I throw my¬ 
self with confidence upon that public 
who have always been but too partial 
to my poor endeavours, for the dis¬ 
posal of that, which, in happier days, 
I flattered myself to have presented to 
them. 

“ 1 know of no means by which that 
can be effected, just now, but by a Lot¬ 
tery; and if the legislature will have the 
goodness to pretit. a permission for that 
purpose, they will at least have the 
assurance of the even tenour of a long 
life, that it will be fairly and honour¬ 
ably conducted. The objects of it are 
ihy pictures, galleries, drawings, &c. 
&c. which, unconnected with my cop¬ 
per-plates and trade, are much more 
than sufficient to pay, if properly dis¬ 
posed of, all 1 owe in the world. 

“ l hope you, my dear Sir, and 
every hon s' man, at any age, will 
feel for my anxiety to discharge my 
debts; jbut at my advanced age, of 
eighty-five, I feel it becomes doubly 
desirable. 

“ I am, Gear Sir, with great regard. 
Your obedient and obliged Servant, 
John Boydei*..” 
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in his attendance on public business, he arrived at tbe 
sessions-house in the Old Bailey, on Friday the 7th De¬ 
cember, 1804, before any of the other magistrates, and 
before the fires were lighted. Standing near a grate while 
this was done, the damps were drawn out, and he took a 
cold : this produced an inflammation of the lungs, which 
terminated his life on the Tuesday following. He was in¬ 
terred with great civic pomp (the spontaneous result of 
private friendship and public respect), on the 19th of the 
same month, in the church of St. Olave, Jewry; leaving 
behind him for the instruction of mankind a striking ex¬ 
ample to what heights of fame and fortune men may attain 
by the united efforts of persevering industry, prudent en- 
terprize, and honourable dealing. 

The alderman had long before his death arrived at that 
period of life which demands additional repose ; and cer¬ 
tain it is, he could not have carried on his business in the 
manner it was carried on, without the active and unremit¬ 
ting exertions of his nephew and partner, Mr. Josiah Boy- 
dell ; whose professional qualifications enabled him to ap¬ 
preciate the value anti merits of the different works sub¬ 
mitted to his inspection ; and to point out the errors which 
ought to be corrected ; and whose own productions, even 
at the very early period when he made a great number of 
drawings from the Orford collection, gave weight to his 
remonstrances. 

It yet remains to be added to the character of alderman 
Boydell, that in his magisterial capacity, though inflexibly 
just, he was constitutionally merciful; and when masters 
came before him with complaints of their apprentices, or 
husbands with complaints of their wives, he always at¬ 
tempted, and very often successfully, to accommodate 
their differences; and, when be could with propriety, 
usually recommended the complaining party to amend his 
own conduct, as an example to those whom he accused. 
Wishing to disseminate a tastqjfor the fine arts, he has 
within these few years presented to the corporation of the 
city of London, several valuable pictures, which iftfvr orna¬ 
ment the council chamber at Guildhall. Some of them 
commemorate the actions of our military distinguished cha¬ 
racter’s, and others are calculated to impress upon the 
minds of the rising generation, the sentiments of industry,® 
prudence, and virtue. Several of these well-imagined al¬ 
legorical delineations by Rigaud, Smirke, Westall, &c. he 
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has had engraved, and in the dissemination of ei^ier prints 
or books which had a moral tendency he always appeared 
to take great pleasure*. 

In 1748, he married Elizabeth Lloyd, second daughter 
of Edward Lloyd, esq. of ihe Fords near Oswestry in 
Shropshire, by whom he had no issue. 1 
. BOYElt (Abel), a lexicographer and miscellaneous wri¬ 
ter, was born June 13, 1667, at the city of Castres in Upper 
Languedoc. His great-grandfather and grandfather were 
masters of the riding-school at Nismes ; his father was 
president of the supreme court at Castres, and his mother 
was Catherine, daughter of Campdomerius, a celebrated 
physician, circumstances which have been recorded to 
prove that he was of a good family. He was certainly of a 
conscientious one, his relations being exiles for their ad¬ 
herence to the protestant religion. He was first educated 
by his mother’s brother, Campdomerius, a noted divine 
and preacher of the reformed church, and then was sent to 
the protestant scxiool at Puy Laurent, where he applied 
assiduously, and excelled all his schoolfellows in Greek 
and Latin. In 1686, when the persecution prevailed 
against the protestants in France, he followed his uncle to 
Holland, and pressed by want, was obliged to enter into 
the military service in 1687 ; but soon, by the advice of 
his relations, returned to liis studies, and w f ent to the uni¬ 
versity of Franeker, where he went through a regular course 
of education, and added to philosophy, divinity, history, 
&c. the study of the mathematics. In 16S9 he came over 
to England, and the hopes of being able to return to France, 
which the protestants in general entertained, being disap¬ 
pointed, he was obliged to have recourse to his pen for a 
. livelihood. His first employment appears to have been to 
transcribe and prepare for the press Camden’s letters from 
the Cottonian library, for l)r. Smith, who afterwards pub¬ 
lished them. In 1692, he became French and Latin tutor 
to Allen Bathurst, esq. eldest son of sir Benjamin Bathurst, 
who, being much in favour with the princess Anne of Den¬ 
mark, aWerwards queen of Great Britain, he had hopes of 
some preferment at court. With this view he paid great 

* In 1779 lie presented to the worshipful company of Stationers, West’s fine 
picture of “ .Alfied dividing the loaf;’ 5 and afterwards, Graham’s “ Escape of 
Mary queen of Scots,” and a whole length portrait of himself; all which are in 
the court-room of that company. 

1 Various periodical publications, and from information obligingly commu¬ 
nicated by the family.—See also Nichols’s Life of Bowyer. 



BOYER. 


34 1 


attention^) his pupil’s education (who was afterwards lord 
Bathurst), and lor his use composed two compendious 
grammars, the one Latin, the other French ; but the latter 
only was printed, and to this day is a standard book. His 
hopes of preferment, however, appear to have been fal¬ 
lacious, which his biographer attributes to his siding with 
a different party from the Bathurst family in the political 
divisions which prevailed at that time in the nation, Boyer, 
like the rest of his countrymen who had fled hither for re¬ 
ligion, being a zealous whig. After this, having made 
himself master of the English tongue, he became an author 
by profession, ami engaged sometimes alone, and some¬ 
times in conjunction with the booksellers^ in various com¬ 
pilations, and periodical works of the political kind, parti¬ 
cularly a newspaper called the “ Post-Boy the “Political 
State of Great Britain,” published in volumes from 1710 
to 1 729 ; a “ History of William III.” 3 vols. 8vo ; “ An¬ 
nals of the reign of Queen Anne,” 1 ^vols. 8vo, and a 
“ Life of Queen Anne,” fol. all publirations now more 
useful than when published, as they contain many state 
papers, memorials, &c. which it would be difficult to find 
elsewhere ; but his name is chiefly preserved by his French 
Dictionary, 1699, 4to, and a French Grammar, of both 
which he lived to see several editions, and which still con¬ 
tinue to he printed. His political principles involved him 
with Swift, who often speaks contemptuously Of him, ,and 
with Pope, who has given him a place in the Dunciad. He 
died Nov. 16, 1729, at a house he had built in Five Fields, 
Chelsea, and u'as buried in Chelsea church-yard. 1 

BOYEll (Claude), of the French academy, was born 
at Alby in 1618. He came young to Paris, where he cul¬ 
tivated his talent for eloquence ; but, having preached with 
little success, he quitted the pulpit for the stage, which he 
hail been declaiming against, and now devoted himself to 
it for life, always satisiied with himself, but seldom with 
the public. Bom with an imagination which submitted to 
no restraint, he made choice of subjects strangely compli¬ 
cated, and equivocal heroes who had no character ^what- 
ever. Aiming always at the sublime, where the simplicity 
of nature was required, he fell into a strain of bombast, 
unintelligible perhaps to himself. He is the author of 
two-and-twenty dramatic pieces, full of fustian, and con- 

"* Biog. Dramatics.—Moreri.—Swift's Works; see Index. 
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ducted without any knowledge of the drama. His Judith 
had a transient success. The epigram it produced from 
, Racine is generally known. “ Je p Leu re, he I as ! pour ce 
pauvre Holopherne, si m6chamment mis a mort par Judith.” 
This piece, applauded during a whole Lent, was hissed off 
the stage in the Easter holidays. Champmesl£e, asking 
the reason of tlie fickleness of the pit, was answered, that 
the hissers had been at Versailles at the sermons of the 
abbd Boileau, who had ridiculed him. Boyer, at length 
disheartened by this constant run of ill-success, brought 
out his tragedy of Agamemnon under a borrowed name, 
and Racine, his grand tormentor, applauded the piece. 
Boyer could not«refrain from crying out in the pit, ** It is 
however Boyer’s, in spite of Mons. de Racinebut this 
transport cost him dear, for his tragedy was hissed at the 
next performance. He died at Paris, July 22, 1698, aged 
eighty. 1 

BOYER (Joijw Baptist Nicholas), a learned French 
physician, was lmrn at Marseilles, August 5, 1693. His 
father, intending to bring him up to business, gave him a 
suitable education, and afterwards sent him to Constan¬ 
tinople, to his uncle, who was consul there; but finding 
him inclined to literature, and to the study of medicine, he 
iBent him, on his return from the Levant, to the university 
at Montpellier. In 1717, he took the degree of doctor, 
and gave for his inaugural thesis, “ A dissertation on Ino-r 
culation of the Small Pox,” which he hud seen practised 
at Constantinople. On the plague breaking out at Mar¬ 
seilles, in 1720, he was sent there with five other physi¬ 
cians ; and his conduct on that occasion Laving been ap¬ 
proved, he was rewarded by the kiqg with a pension, and 
was made physician to a regiment of guards. He was some 
years after invited to Hunspruche, a town in the bishopric 
of Treves, where an infectious fever was making great ra¬ 
vages, and, in 1742, to Paris, on a similar occasion. His 
success at these places occasioned him to be sent for to 
Beauvais, in 1750, where by his judicious management he 
prevented the spreading of an infectious fever, infesting 
that country. For these services he was honoured by the 
king with letters of nobility, and invested with the order of 
St. Michael. He died at Paris, April 2, 1768. His works 
are, “ Methpde indiquee contre la maladie epidemique qui 


l Diet. Hist.—Moreri. 
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vient de. regner a Beauvais,” Paris, 1750, a quarto pam¬ 
phlet, of only ten pages. “ Methode a suivre dans le 
traitement de differentes maladies epidemiques qui regnent 
le plus ordinairement dans la generality* de Paris,” 1761, 
12mo. He wrote, in 1745, a “ Memoir” on the disease 
infesting the cattle at that time, which was sent to the 
royal society in London, and procured him a place in 
the list of their foreign members. He also gave a new 
edition of the “ Codex medicamentarius,” seu “ Pharma¬ 
copoeia Parisiensis,” 4to, a very useful and well digested 
work. 1 

BOYLE (Richard), a celebrated statesman, descended 
from an ancient and honourable family, and distinguished 
by the title of the great earl of Cork, was the youngest 
son of Mr. Roger Boyle of Herefordshire, by Joan, daugh¬ 
ter of Robert Naylor of Canterbury, and born in the city 
of Canterbury, Oct. 3, 1566. He was instructed in gram¬ 
mar learning by a clergyman of Kent; and after having 
been a scholar in Ben’et college, CanTbridge, where he 
was remarkable for early rising, indefatigable study, and 
great temperance, became student in the Middle Temple. 
He lost his father when he was but ten years old, and his 
mother at the expiration of other ten years; and being 
unable to support himself in the prosecution of his studies, 
he entered into the service of sir Richard Manwood, chief 
baron of the exchequer, as one of his clerks: but per¬ 
ceiving few advantages from this employment, he resolved 
to travel, and landed at Dublin in June 1588, with a very 
scanty stock, his whole property amounting, as he himself 
informs us, to 27/. 3 s. in money, two trinkets which his 
mother gave him as tokens, and his wearing apparel. He 
was then about two-and-twenty, had a graceful person, 
and all the accomplishments for a young man to succeed in 
a country which was a scene of so much action. Ac¬ 
cordingly he made himself very useful to some of the 
principal persons employed in the government, by penning 
for them memorials, cases, and answers; and thereby ac¬ 
quired a perfect knowledge of the kingdom and the state 
of public affairs, of which he knew well how to avail him¬ 
self. In 1595 he married at Limeric, Joan, the daughter 
and coheiress of William Ansley of Pulborough, in Sussex, 
esq. who had fallen in love with him. This lady died 1599, 


* Diet. Hist —Moreri.—Rees’s Cyclopaedia. 
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in labour of her first child (born dead) leaving her hus¬ 
band an estate of 500/. a yea t in lands, which was the be¬ 
ginning of his fortune. Some time after, sir Henry Wal¬ 
lop, of Wares, sir Robert Gardiner, chief justice of the 
king’s bench, sir Robert Dillam, cliiSf justice of the com¬ 
mon pleas, and sir Richard Bingham, chief commissioner 
of Connaught, envious at certain purchases he had made in 
the province, represented to queen Elizabeth that he was 
in the pay of the king of Spain (who had at that time some 
thoughts of invading Ireland), by whom he had been fur¬ 
nished with money to buy several, large estates ; and that 
he was strongly suspected'to be a Roman catholic in bis 
heart, with many other malicious suggestions equally 
groundless. Mr. Boyle, having private notice of this, 
determined to come over to England to justify himself: 
but, before he could take shipping, the general rebellion 
in Munster broke out, all his lands were wasted, and he 
had not one penny of certain revenue left. In this distress 
he betook himself to his former chamber in the Middle 
Temple, intending to renew his studies in the law till the 
rebellion should he suppressed. When the earl of Essex 
was nominated lord-deputy of Ireland, Mr. Boyle, being 
recommended to him by Mr. Anlhotiy Bacon, was received 
by his lordship very graciously ; and sir Henry Wallop, 
treasurer of Ireland, knowing that Mr. Boyle had in his 
custody several papers which could delect his roguish 
manner of passing his accounts, resolved utterly to depress 
him, and lor that end renewed his former complaints 
against him to the queen. By her majesty’s special direc¬ 
tions, Mr. Boyle was suddenly taken up, and committed 
close prisoner to the Gatehouse : all his papers were 
seized and starched; and although nothing appeared to 
his prejudice, yet his confinement lasted till two months 
after his new patron tiie earl of Essex was gone to Ireland. 
At length, with much difficult}', he obtained the favour of 
the queen to be present at his examination; and having 
fully answered whatever was alledgcd against him, he gave 
a short account of his behaviour since he first settled in 
Ireland, and concluded wbh laying open to the queen 
and her council the conduct of his chief enemy sir Ilenry 
Wallop. Upon which her majesty exclaimed with her 
■usual intemperance of speech, “ By God’s death, these are 
hut inventions against this young man, and all his sulfer- 
ings are for being able to do us service, and these com-. 
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plaints urged to forestal him therein. But we find him to 
be a man tit to be employed by ourselves ; and we will em¬ 
ploy him in our service : and Wallop and his adherents 
shall know that it shall not be in the power of any of them 
to wrong him. Neither shall Wallop be our treasurer any 
longer.” Accordingly, she gave orders not only for Mr. 
Boyle’s present enlargement, but also for paying all the 
charges and fees his confinement had brought upon him, 
and gave him her hand to kiss before the whole assembly. 
A few days after, the queen constituted him clerk of the 
council of Munster, and recommended him to sir George 
Carew, afterwards earl of Tot ness, then lord president of 
Munster, who became his constant friend ; and very soon 
after he was made justice of the peace and of the quorum, 
throughout ail the province. He attended in that capacity 
the lord president in all his employments, and was sent by 
his lordship to the queen with the news of the victory 
gained in December 1601, near Kinsale, over the Irish 
and their Spanish auxiliaries, who were totally routed, 
1200 being slain in the field, and 800 wounded. “ I 
made,” says he, “ a speedy expedition to the court, for I 
left my lord president at Shannon-castle, near Cork, on 
the Monday morning about two of the clock ; and the next 
day, being Tuesday, I delivered my packet, and suppofl 
with sir Robert Cecil, being then principal secretary of 
state, at his house in the Strand ; who, after supper, held 
me in discourse till two of the clock in the morning; and 
by seven that morning* called upon me to attend him to 
the court, where he presented me to her majesty in her 
bedchamber.” A journey so rapid as this would be thought, 
even in the present more improved inodes of travelling, 
requires all his lordship’s authority to render it credible. 

Upon his return to Ireland, he assisted at the siege of 
Donboy, near Beer-haven, which was taken by storm, and 
the garrison put to the sword. After the reduction of the 
western part of the province, - the lord president sent Mr. 
Boyle again to England, to procure the queen’s leave for 
his return ; and having advised him to purchase sir Walter 
Raleigh’s lands in Munster, he gave him a letter to sir 

* Poor Budgell, who, when he wrote hours our ministers keep at present, 
his “ Lives of the Boyles,” was out of we shall be the less suiprised to find 
humour with ail mankind, and espe- that our affairs are not managed alto- 
fially with ministers of state, says on getlier so successfully as in the day» 
this early visit, “ If we reflect upon the of queen Elizabeth.” Lives, p. 15. 
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Robert Cecil, secretary of state, containing a very advan¬ 
tageous account of Mr. Boyle’s abilities, and of the ser¬ 
vices he had done his country ; in consideration of which, 
he desired the secretary to introduce him to sir Walter, 
and recommend him as a proper purchaser for his lands in 
Ireland, if he was disposed to part with them. He wrote 
at the same time to sir Walter himself, advising him to 
sell Mr. BoyLe all his lands iii Ireland, then untenanted, 
and of no value to him, having, to his .lordship’s know¬ 
ledge, never yielded him any benefit, but, on the contrary, 
stood him in 200 /. yearly for the support of his titles. At 
a meeting between sir Robert Cecil, sir Walter Raleigh, 
and Mr. Boyle, the purchase was concluded by the media¬ 
tion of the former *. 

In 1602, Mr. Bo 3 ’le, by advice of his friend sir George 
Carew, paid his addresses to Mrs. Catherine Fenton, 
daughter of sir Gcoffry Fenton, whom he married on the 
25th of July, 1603, her father being at that time principal 
secretary of state. “ I never demanded,” says he, “ any 
marriage portion with her, neither promise of any, it not 
being in my considerations ; yet her father, after my mar¬ 
riage, gave me one thousand pounds in gold with her. But 
that gift of his daughter to me, I must ever thankfully ac¬ 
knowledge as the crown of all my blessings; for she was 
a most religious, virtuous, loving, and obedient wife to me 
all the days of her life, and the mother of all my hopeful 
children f.” He received on his wedding day, July 23, 
1603, the honour of knighthood from his friend sir George 
Carew, now promoted to be lord-deputy of Ireland : March 
12, 1606, he was sworn a privy counsellor to king James, 
for the province of Munster: Feb. 15, 1612, he was sworn 
a privy counsellor of state of the kingdom of Ireland : 
Sept. 29, 1616, he was created lord Boyle, baron of Youg- 
hall : Oct. 16, 1620, viscount of Dungarvon, and earl of 
Cork. Lord Falkland, the lord-deputy, having represented 


* Sir Walter Raleigh’s estate con¬ 
sisted of twelve thousand acres in the 
counties of Cork and Watctford (Cox’s 
Hist, of Ireland, vol. I. p. iSSti), which 
■was so much improved in a few years 
by Mr. Boyle’s diligence, that itwas not 
only well tenanted, but in the most 
thriviug condition of any estate in Ire¬ 
land. Cox’s History of Ireland, vol. 
II. Pref. 

f An absurd story is told by Dr. 


Anthony Walker in his fimeral sermon 
on the countess of Warwick, daughter 
to our nobleman, that Mr. Boyle 
happening to call on sir Geoffry Fen¬ 
ton who then was engaged, amused 
himself with an infant in the nurse’s 
arms; and on sir Geoffrv’s appearaner 
told him lie would be happy to marry 
her when grown up, &e. Dr. Birch 
has shewn how little foundation Ds. 
Walker hud for this account. 
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his services in a just light to king Charles I. his majesty 
sent his excellency a letter, dated Nov. 30, 1627, direct¬ 
ing him to confer the honours of baron and viscount upon 
the earl’s second surviving son Lewis, though he was then 
only eight years old, by the title of Baron of Bandon- 
bridge, and viscount Boyle of Kinaimeaky in the county 
of Cork. 

On the departure of lord-deputy Falkland, the earl of 
Cork, in conjunction with lord Loftus, was appointed one 
of the lords justices of Ireland, Oct. 26, 1629, and held 
that office several years. ,Feb. 16th following, the earl 
lost his countess, by whom he had fifteen children. Nov. 9, 
1631, he was constituted lord high treasurer of Ireland, 
and had interest enough to get that high office made here¬ 
ditary in his family. Nevertheless, lie suffered many mor¬ 
tifications during the administration of sir Thomas Went¬ 
worth, afterwards earl of Strafford, who, before he went to 
Ireland, had conceived a jealousy of his authority and in¬ 
terest in that kingdom, and now conceived that if he could 
humble the great earl of Cork, nobody in that country 
could give him much trouble. On the breaking out of the 
rebellion in Ireland in 1641, the carl of Cork, as soon as he 
returned from England (where he was at the time of the 
earl of Strafford’s trial), immediately raised two troops of 
horse, which he put under the command of his sons the 
lord viscount Kinaimeaky and the lord Broghill, maintain¬ 
ing them and 400 foot for some mouths at his own charge. 
In the battle which the English gained at Liscarrol, Sept. 
3, 1642, four of his sons were engaged, and the eldest was 
slain in the field. The earl himself died about a year 
after, ou the 15th of September, iu the 78th year of his 
age; having spent the last, as he did the first year of his 
life, in the support of the crown of England against Irish 
rebels, and in the service of his country. Though he was 
no peer of England, he was, on account of his eminent 
abilities and knowledge of the world, admitted to sit in the 
house of lords upon the wool packs, ut consiliarius. When 
Cromwell saw the prodigious improvements he had made, 
which he little expected to find in Ireland, he declared, 
that if there had been an earl of Cork in every province, it 
would have been impossible for the Irish to have raised a 
rebellion. 

He affected not places and titles of honour until he was 
well able to maintain them, for he was in the 37th year of 
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bis age when knighted, and in his 50th when made a 
baron. He made large purchases, but not till he was able 
to improve them ; and he grew rich on estates which had 
ruined their former possessors. He increased his wealth, 
not by hoarding, but by spending ; for he built and walled 
several towns at his own cost, but in places so well situated, 
that they were soon filled with inhabitants, and quickly re¬ 
paid the money he had laid out, with interest, which he as 
readily laid out again. Hence, in the space of forty years, 
be acquired to himself what in some countries would have 
been esteemed a noble principality ; and as they came to 
years of discretion, he bestowed estates upon his sons, 
and married his daughters into the best families of that 
country'. He outlived most of those who had known the 
meanness of his beginning; but he delighted to remember 
it himself, and even took pains to preserve the memory of 
it to posterity in the motto which lie always used, and 
which he caused to be placed upon his tomb, viz. “ God’s 
providence is my inheritance.” 

It is much to be regretted that so faithful a servant of 
the public should have lived at variance with the earl 
of Strafford, himself a man of virtue, talents, and pa¬ 
triotism, anil afterwards a sacrifice to the fury of the re¬ 
publican party in England ; yet it cannot be denied that 
the earl of Strafford behaved in a very arrogant and 
haughty manner to the earl of Cork; and that the conduct 
of the lord deputy was such, as it could not reason¬ 
ably be expected any man of spirit would patiently sub¬ 
mit to, and especially a man of so much worth and 
merit as the noble subject of this article. His lordship 
gave evidence at Stratford’s trial, that when he had com¬ 
menced at suit at law, in a case in which he apprehended 
himself to be aggrieved, the earl of Strafford, in the 
most arbitrary manner, forbad bis prosecuting his suit, 
saying to him, “ Call in your writs, or if you will not, 
I will clap you in the castle; for I tell you, 1 will not have 
my orders disputed by law, nor lawyers.” We have, 
however, already seen that lord Cork had other enemies, 
who took various opportunities of displaying their jealousy 
of his power and talents. One singular opportunity was 
taken on the death of his second ladyi which we shall de¬ 
tail, as including some traits of the taste and prejudices of 
the times. This lady was privately interred on the 27th of 
February 1629-30, but her funeral was publicly solemnized 
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on the 11th of March following ; soon after which, the 
earl of Cork purchased from the dean and chapter of St. 
Patrick’s church, the inheritance of the upper part of the 
chancel where the vault was, in which the bodies of her 
grandfather by the mother’s side, the lord chancellor Wes¬ 
ton, and of her father sir Geoffry Fenton, were laid, over 
which the earl her husband caused a fine marble tomb to 
be erected. This presently gave offence to some people, 
who suggested that it stood where the altar ought to stand, 
of which they complained to the king, who mentioned it 
to Dr. Laud, then bishop of London ; who after the lord 
Wentworth was made lord deputy of Ireland, and himself 
archbishop of Canterbury, moved him that it might be 
inquired into, as it was, and this affair made afterwards a 
very great noise. The earl of Cork procured a letter from 
Dr. Usher, then lord primate of Ireland, and also from Dr. 
Launeelot Bulkeley, then archbishop of Dublin, justifying, 
that the tomb did not stand in the place of the altar, and 
that instead of being an inconvenience, it was a great or¬ 
nament to the church; which letters archbishop Laud 
transmitted to the lord deputy, and at the same time ac¬ 
quainted him that they did not give himself any satisfac¬ 
tion. The postscript to this letter, dated Lambeth, March 
i 1, 1634, is very remarkable, and shews both the rise and 
the falsehood of the common opinion, that it was the lord 
deputy, afterwards earl of Strafford, who set this matter on 
foot out of prejudice to the earl of Cork. “ I had almost 
forgot to tell you, that all this business about demolishing 
my lord of Cork’s tomb is charged upon you, as if it were 
done only because he will not marry his son to my lord 
Clifford’s daughter, and that I do it to join with you; 
whereas the complaint came against it to me out o#lrelantl, 
and was presented by me to the king before I knew that 
your lordship was named for deputy there. But jealousies 
know no end.” The archbishop afterwards wrote in very 
strong terms to the earl of Cork himself^ in which he af¬ 
firms the same thing, and deals very roundly with his lord- 
ship upon that and other subjects, advising him to leave 
the whole to the lord deputy and the archbishops. As to 
the issue of the affair, it appears clearly from a letter of 
the lord deputy Wentworth’s, dated August 23, 1634, to 
the archbishop, in which he delivers himself thus: “ I 
have issued a commission, according to my warrant, for 
viewing the earl of Cork’s tomb : the two archbishops and 
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himself, with four bishops, and the two deans and chap* 
ters, were present when we met, and made them all so 
ashamed, that the earl desirds he may have leave to pull it 
down without reporting further into England; so as I am 
content if the miracle be done, though Mohammed do it, 
and there is an end of the tomb before it come to be en¬ 
tombed indeed.—And for me that my lord treasurer do 
what he please ; I shall ever wish his ways may be those of 
honour to himself, and dispatch to my master’s affairs; but 
go it as it shall please God with me, believe me, my lord, 
I will be still ihorow and thorowout one and the same, and 
with comfort be it -spoken by myself, and your grace’s 
commendations.” It may be added that though the tomb 
has been taken away above a century, yet the inscription 
that was upon it is still extant. 1 

BOYLE (Roger), earl of Orrery, fifth son of Richard 
earl of Cork, was born April 25, 1621, and created 
baron Broghill in the kingdom of Ireland when but seven 
years old. He was educated at the college of Dublin, and 
about the year 1636, sent with his elder brother lord 
Kinalmeaky to make the tour of France and Italy. After 
his return he married lady Margaret Howard, sister to the 
earl of Suffolk. During the rebellion in Ireland, he com¬ 
manded a troop of horse in the forces raised by his father, 
and on many occasions gave proofs of conduct and cou¬ 
rage. After the cessation of arms, which was concluded 
in 1643, he came over to England, and so represented to 
the king the Irish papists, that his majesty was convinced 
they never meant to keep the cessation, and therefore sent 
a commission to lord Inchiquin, president of Munster, to 
prosecute the rebels. Lord Broghill employed his interest 
in that ftunty to assist him iu this service ; and when the 
government of Ireland was committed to the parliament, 
he continued to observe the same conduct till the king was 
put to death. That event shocked him so much, that he 
immediately quitted the service of the parliament; and, 
looking upon Ireland and his estate there as utterly lost, 
embarked for England, and returned to his seat at Marston 
in Somersetshire, where he lived privately till 1649. In 
this retirement, reflecting on the distress of his country, 
and the personal injury he suffered whilst his estate was 
held by the Irish rebels, he resolved, under pretence of 

1 Biog. Brit—Budgell’s Lives of the Boyles,—-Bireh’s life of Robert Boyle. 
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going to the Spa for his health, to cross the seas, and ap¬ 
ply to king Charles II. for a commission to raise forces in 
Ireland, in order to restore his majesty, and recover his 
own estate. He desired the earl of Warwick, who had an 
interest in the prevailing party, to procure a licence for 
him to go to the Spa. He pretended to the earl, that his 
sole view was the recovery of his health; but, to some of 
his friends of the roj 7 al party, in whom be thought he could 
confide, he discovered Lis real design; and having raised 
a considerable sum of money, came to London to prose¬ 
cute his voyage. The committee of state, who spared no 
pains to get proper intelligence, being soon informed of 
his whole design, determined to proceed against him with 
the utmost severity. Cromwell, at that time general of 
the parliament’s forces, and a member of the committee, 
v/as no stranger to lord Brogbili’s merit; and considering 
that this young nobleman might be of great use to him ia 
reducing Ireland, he earnestly entreated the committee, 
that be might have leave to talk with him, and endeavour 
to gain him, before they proceeded to extremities. Hav¬ 
ing, with great difficulty, obtained this permission, he im¬ 
mediately dispatched a gentleman to lord Broghill, to let 
him know that he intended to wait upon him. Broghill 
was surprised at this message, having never had the least 
acquaintance with Cromwell, and therefore desired the 
gentleman to let the general know that he would wait upon, 
his excellency. But while he was expecting the return of 
the messenger, Cromwell entered the room; and, after 
mutual civilities, told him in few words, that the committee 
of state were apprised of his design of going over, and ap- 
plying to Charles Stuart for a commission to raise forces in 
Ireland ; and that they had determined to make an exam¬ 
ple of him, if he had not diverted them from that resolu¬ 
tion. The lord Broghill interrupted him, and assured him 
that the intelligence which the committee had received 
was false ; that he was neither in a capacity, nor had any 
inclination, to raise disturbances in Ireland ; and concluded 
with entreating his excellency to have a kinder opinion of 
him. Cromwell, instead of making any reply, drew soma 
papers out of his pocket, which were the copies of several 
letters sent by lord Broghill to those persons in whom he 
most confided, and put them into his hands, Broghill, 
finding it was to no purpose to dissemble any longer, asked 
'his excellency’s pardon for what he had said, returned him 
Vol. VI. Y 
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his humble thanks for his protection against the committee, 
and entreated his advice how lie ought to behave in so deli-’ 
cate a conjuncture. Cromwell told him, that though till this 
time he had been a stranger to his person, he was not so 
to his merit and character; that he had heard how gallantly 
his lordship had already behaved in the Irish wars; and 
therefore, since he was named lord lieutenant of Ireland, 
and the reducing that kingdom was now become his pro¬ 
vince, that he had obtained leave of the committee to offer 
his lordship the command of a general officer, if he would 
serve in that war : that he should have no oaths or engage¬ 
ments imposed upon him, nor be obliged to draw his sword 
against any but the Irish rebels. Lord Broghill was in¬ 
finitely surprised at so generous and unexpected an offer : 
he saw himself at liberty, by all the rules of honour, to 
serve against the Irish, whose rebellion and barbarities 
were equally detested by the royal party and the parlia¬ 
ment : he desired, however, the general to give him some 
time to consider of what he had proposed to him. Crom¬ 
well briskly toid him, that he must come to some resolu¬ 
tion that very instant; that he himself was returning to the 
committee, who were still sitting ; and if his lordship re¬ 
jected their offer, they had determined to send him to the 
Tower. Broghill, finding that his life and liberty were in 
the utmost danger, and charmed with the frankness and 
generosity of Cromwell’s behaviour, gave him his word 
and honour, that he would faithfully sei’ve him against the 
Irish rebels; upon which, Cromwell once more assured 
him, that the conditions which he had made with him 
should be punctually observed ; and then ordered him to 
repair immediately to Bristol, to which place forces should 
be sent him, with a sufficient number of ships to transport 
him into Ireland. 

He soon raised in that kingdom a troop and a regiment 
of 1500 men, with which he joined Cromwell on his ar¬ 
rival; and, acting in the course of the war conjointly with 
Cromwell and lreton, contributed greatly to the reduction 
of the Irish. Cromwell was so exceedingly struck with his 
conduct and courage, that after he was declared protector, 
he sent for lord Broghill, made him one of his privy coun¬ 
cil, and allowed him as great a share of his confidence 
as any man, except Thurloe *. In 1j656, the protector, 

* In 1654, he was chosen knight for parliament men of. Ireland among the 
tie county of Cork, to sit with other English knights and burgesses at West* 
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either suspecting Monk’s attachment to his person, or de¬ 
sirous of relieving the people of Scotland, who complained 
of this man’s severity, proposed to lord Broghill to go to 
that kingdom with an absolute authority ; to which his 
lordship consented, upon condition that he should have a 
discretionary power to act as he should see proper; that 
no credit should be given to any complaints, till he had 
an opportunity of vindicating himself; and that he should 
be recalled in a year. Cromwell kept his word to him; 
for though the complaints against Broghill were more nu¬ 
merous than those against Monk, upon giving, at his re¬ 
turn to London when the year was expired, an account of 
the reasons of his conduct, Cromwell conceived a higher 
esteem for him than ever. 

After the death of Cromwell, Broghill did his utmost to 
serve his son, to whom his lordship, in conjunction with 
lord Howard and some others, made an offer, that if he 
would not be wanting to himself, and give them a sufficient 
authority to act under him, they would either force his 
enemies to obey him, or cut them off. Itichard, startled 
at this proposal, answered in a consternation, that he 
thanked them for their friendship, but that he neither had 
done, nor would do, any person any harm; and that ra¬ 
ther than that a drop of blood should be spilt on his ac¬ 
count, he would lay down that greatness which was a bur¬ 
den to him. He was so fixed in his resolution, that what¬ 
ever the lords could say was not capable of making him 
alter it; and they found it to no purpose to keep a man in 
power who would do nothing for himself. Lord Broghill, 
therefore, finding the family of Cromwell thus laid aside, 
and not being obliged by any ties to serve those who as¬ 
sumed the government, whose schemes too he judged wild 
and ill-concerted, from this time shewed himself most ac¬ 
tive and zealous to restore the king, and for that purpose 
repaired forthwith to his command in Munster; where, 
finding himself at the head of a considerable force, he de¬ 
termined to get the army in Ireland to join with him in the 
design, to gain, if possible, sir Charles Coote, who had 
great power in the north, and then to send to Monk in 

minster. He was likewise appointed Cork in another parliament, which njet 
one of the protector’s council in Scot- at Westmiiis’er the same year. He 
land, which was worth to him 1474/. was likewise made one of the protec- 
per annum. And in 1656, he was not tor’s lords, and a member of the other 
only chosen parliament man for Kdin- house. Borlase's History of the Reduo- 
feurgh, but knight for the county of tion of Ireland. Budge 11. 
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Scotland. Whilst meditating this design, a summons came 
to him from the seven commissioners, sent over by the 
committee of safety to take care of the affairs of Ireland, 
requiring him to attend them immediately at the castle of 
Dublin. His friends advised him to be upon his guard, 
and not put himself in the power of his enemies ; but, as 
lie thought himself not strong enough yet to take such a 
step, lie resolved to obey the summons. Taking, there¬ 
fore, his own troop with him as a guard, he set out for 
Dublin. When he came to the city, leaving his troop in 
the suburbs, he acquainted the commissioners, that, in 
obedience to their commands, lie was come to know their 
farther pleasure. Next day, on appearing before them, 
they told him, that the state was apprehensive he would 
practise against their government, and that therefore they 
had orders to confine him, unless he would give sufficient 
security for his peaceable behaviour. He desired to know 
what security they expected. They told him, that since 
he had a great interest in Munster, they only desired him 
to engage, on the forfeiture of his life and estate, that 
there should be no commotion in that province. lie now 
plainl } 7 perceived the snare which was laid for him ; and 
that, if he entered into such an engagement, his enemies 
themselves might raise some commotions in Munster, lie 
saw himself, however, in their power, and made no man¬ 
ner of doubt hut that if he refused to give them the secu¬ 
rity they demanded, they would immediately put him up 
in prison. He therefore desired some time to consider of 
their proposal ; but was told, they could give him no time, 
and expected his immediate answer. Finding himself thus 
closely pressed, he humbly desired to be satisfied in one 
point, namely, whether they intended to put the whole 
power of Munster into his hands ? if they did, he said, he 
was ready to enter into the engagement they demanded ; 
but if they did not, lie must appeal to all the world how 
cruel and unreasonable it was, to expect lie should answer 
for the behaviour of people over whom he had no com¬ 
mand. The commissioners found themselves so much em¬ 
barrassed by this question, that they ordered him to with¬ 
draw; and fell into a warm debate in what manner to pro¬ 
ceed with him. At last Steel, one of the commissioners, 
who was also lord chancellor of Ireland, declared himself 
afraid, that even the honest parly in Ireland would think it 
very hard to see a man thrown into prison, who had done 



92 !» 


B O X L E. 

such signal services to the Protestants; but that, on the 
other hand, he could never consent to the increase of lord 
BroghilPs power, which the state was apprehensive might 
one day be employed against them. lie therefore pro¬ 
posed that things should stand as they did at present; that 
his lordship should he sent back to his command in Mun¬ 
ster in a good humour, and be suffered at least to continue-, 
there till they received further instructions from England. 
This proposal was agreed to by the majority of the board, 
and lord Broghill being called in, was told in the most 
obliging manner, that the board was so sensible of the 
gallant actions be bad performed in the Irish wars, and 
had so high an opinion of his honour, that they would de¬ 
pend upon that alone for his peaceable behaviour. 

Upon his return to Munster, he applied hiuiself as closely 
as ever to form a party for the king’s restoration. After 
making sure of his own officers, the first person of weight he 
engaged in the design was colonel Wilson, governor of Li¬ 
merick, in which place there was a garrison of 2000 men; 
and having now secured all Munster, lie sent a trusty agent 
to sir Charles Coote, to persuade that gentleman to do in 
the north of Ireland, what he himself had done in the 
south. Sir Charles, who had taken disgust at the supe¬ 
riority of lieutenant-general Ludlow, and the parliament’s 
commissioners, and thought his eminent services not suf¬ 
ficiently rewarded by the presidency of Connaught, came 
readily into the design. Lord Broghill being empowered 
by most of the chief officers in Ireland under their hands, 
dispatched his brother, the lord Shannon, to the king, 
then in Flanders, with a letter quilted in the neck of his 
doublet, to acquaint his majesty with the measures he had 
taken, and inviting him to come into his kingdom of Ire¬ 
land; assuring him that if he pleased to land at Cork, he 
should be received with a sufficient force to protect him 
against all his enemies. At the same time he dispatched 
a messenger to general Monk, then on his march from 
Scotland, to let him know what they were doing in Ire¬ 
land, and to persuade him to do the like. Shannon was 
scarce embarked for Flanders, when lord Broghill received 
a letter from sir Charles Coote, to acquaint him that their 
design of declaring for the king had taken air, and that he 
hud therefore been obliged to declare somewhat sooner 
than Uiey had agreed upon ; and to conjure bis lordship to 
declare himself likewise; which Broghill did immediately. 
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that he might not desert his friend, though he was a little 
apprehensive that sir Charles’s precipitancy might ruin 
their design. By this means those who had assumed the 
government of Ireland, finding themselves in the midst of 
two powerful parties, made little or no resistance; and 
lord Broghill and sir Charles Coote secured that kingdom 
for his majesty. 

Upon the king’s restoration, lord Broghill came to Eng¬ 
land ; but, instead of being thanked for his service in 
Ireland, he was received with the utmost coldness. • Upon 
inquiry, he learnt that sir Charles Coote had assured the king 
that he was the first man who stirred for him in Ireland ; that 
lord Broghill opposed his majesty's return, and was not at 
last brought to consent to it without much difficulty. His 
lordship, recollecting that he had still by him sir Charles’s 
letter, in which wee these words, “ Remember, my lord, 
that you first put me on this design; and 1 beseech you, 
forsake me not in that which you first put me upon, which 
was, to declare for king and parliament,” desired his 
brother Shannon to put it into the hands of the king; who 
being fully convinced by it. how serviceable Broghill had 
been to him, looked upon him with as- gracious un eye as 
he could liimse.f desire or expect. His lordship was soon 
after (Sept. 5, 1660,) made earl of Orrery, sworn of the 
king’s privy-council, appointed one oi the lords justices, 
and lord president of Munster. 

After the king’s return the Irish Roman catholics sent 
over sir Nicholas Plunket, and some other commissioners, 
with a petition to his majesty, praying to be restored to 
their estates. As this would in effect have ruined the 
Piotestants, they therefore chose the earl of Orrery, 
Mon truth, and six more, to oppose their iversaritv be¬ 
fore the king and his council. The Irish commissioners 
were so apprehec.-ivc of the earl’s eloquence and address 
upon this occasion, that they offe-.cd him eight thousand 
pounds in money, and to settle estates of seven thousand 
pounds a year upon him, if he would not appear against 
them; which proposal the earl rejected witii proper dis¬ 
dain. When the cause i nniu to a hearing, after the Irish 
commissioners had offc-i> d all they thought proper, the 
earl of Orreiy buldly affirmed to the king th^t his Pro¬ 
testant subjects .in Ire! ndwere the first w r ho iormed an 
effectual party for restoring him; that the Irish had broken 
all the treaties which had been made with them; that they 



BOYLE. 


S27 


had fought against the authority both of the late and pre¬ 
sent king; and had offered the kingdom of Ireland to the 
pope, to the king of Spain, and the king of France. 
Lastly, to the great surprise, not only of the Irish, but of 
his own brother-commissioners, he proved his assertions 
by producing several original papers signed by the Irish 
supreme council, of which sir Nicholas Plunket himself 
was one. This last unexpected blow decided the dispute 
in favour of the Protestants ; and obliged his majesty to 
dismiss the Irish commissioners with some harsher expres¬ 
sions than he commonly made use of. 

Soon after this affair, his lordship, with sir Charles 
Coote, lately made earl of Montratli, and sir Maurice 
Eustace, were constituted lords justices of Ireland, and 
commissioned to call and hold a parliament. Some time 
before the meeting of the parliament, he drew with his 
own hand the famous act of settlement, by which he fixed 
the property, and gave titles to their estates to a whole na¬ 
tion. When the duke of Ormond was declared lord lieu¬ 
tenant, the earl of Orrery went into Munster, of which 
province he was president. By virtue of this office, he 
heard and determined causes in a court called the resi- 
.dency-court; and acquired so great a reputation in his 
judicial capacity, that he was offered the seals both by the 
king and the duke of York after the fall of lord Clarendon; 
but, being very much afflicted with the gout, he declined 
a post that required constant attendance. During the first 
Dutch war, in which France acted as a confederate with 
Holland, he defeated the scheme formed by the duke de 
Beaufort, admiral of France, to get possession of the har¬ 
bour of lvinsale, and took advantage of the fright of the 
people, and the alarm of the government, to get a fort 
erected under his own directions, which was named Fort 
Charles. He promoted a scheme for inquiring into, and 
improving the king’s revenue in Ireland ; but his majesty 
having applied great sums out of the revenue of that king¬ 
dom which did not come plainly into account, the in¬ 
quiry was never begun. Ormond, listening to some ma¬ 
licious insinuations, began to entertain a jealousy of 
Orrery, and prevailed with the king to direct him to lay 
down his residential court; as a compensation for which, 
his majesty made him a present of 8000/. Sir Thomas 
Clifford, who had been brought into the ministry in Eng¬ 
land, apprehensive that he could not carry his ends in 
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Ireland whilst Orrery continued president of Munster, 
procured articles of impeachment of high treason and mis¬ 
demeanours to be exhibited against him in the English 
house of commons; but his lordship being heard in his 
place, gave an answer so clear, circumstantial, and in¬ 
genuous, that the affair was dropt. The king laboured in 
vain to reconcile him to the French alliance, and the re¬ 
ducing of the Dutch. At the desire of the king and the 
duke of York, he drew the plan of an act of limitation, 
which the successor would have been disabled from en¬ 
croaching on civil and religious liberty; but the proposing 
thereof being postponed till after the exclusion-bill was 
set on foot, the season for making use of it was past. The 
king, to hinder his returning to Ireland, and to keep him 
about his person, offered him the place of lord-treasurer; 
but the earl of Orrery plainly told his majesty that he was 
guided by unsteady counsellors, with whom he could not 
act. He died in October 1679, aged fifty-eight; leaving 
behind him the character of an able general, statesman, 
and writer. He had issue by his lady, two sons and five 
daughters. His writings arc these : 1. * f The Irish colours 
displayed ; in a reply of an English Protestant to a letter 
of an Irish Roman catholic,” London, 1662, 4lo. 2. “ An 
answer to a scandalous letter lately printed, and subscribed 
by Peter Walsh, procurator for the secular and regular 
popish priests of Ireland, entitled A letter desiring a just 
and merciful regard of the Homan catholics of Ireland, 
given about the end of October 1660, to the then marquis, 
now duke of Ormond, and the second time lord lieutenant of 
that kingdom. By the right honourable the earl of Or¬ 
rery, &c. being a full discovery of the treachery of the 
Irish rebels since the beginning of the rebellion there, ne¬ 
cessary to be considered by all adventurers, and other 
persons estated in that kingdom,” Dublin, 1662, 4to. 
3. “ A poem on his majesty’s happy restoration.” 4. “ A 
poem on the death of the celebrated Mr. Abraham Cow¬ 
ley,” London, 1667, fol. 5. £ The history of Henry V. 
a tragedy,” London, 1668, fol. 6. “ Mustapha, the son 
of Soliman the Magnificent, a tragedy,” London, 1667, 
fol. and 1668. 7. “ The Black Prince, a tragedy,” 

London, 1.672, fol. 8. “ Triphon, a tragedy,” London, 
1672, fol. These four plays were collected and published 
together in 1690, folio, and make now the entire first vo¬ 
lume of the new edition of the earl’s dramatic works. 
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9. “ Parthenissa, a romance in three volumes,*’ London, 
1665, 4to, 1667, fol. 10. “ A Dream.” ' In this piece 
he introduces the genius of France persuading Charles II. 
to promote the interest of that kingdom, and act upon 
French principles. He afterwards introduces the ghost of 
his father, dissuading him from it, answering all the aro-u- 
ments the genius of France had urged, and proving to him 
from his own misfortunes and tragical end, that a king’s 
chief treasure, and only real strength, is the affections of 
his people. 11 . “A treatise upon the Art of War.” 12. 
Poems on the Fasts and Festivals of the Church.” His 
posthumous works are: 1. “Mr. Anthony, a comedy,” 
1692. 2. “Guzman, a comedy,” 1693. 3. “ Herod the 
great, a tragedy,” 1694. 4. “ Altemira, a tragedy,” 
brought upon the stage by Mr. Francis Manning, in 1702, 
with a prologue by Henry St. John, esq. afterwards lord 
viscount Bolingbroke, and an epilogue by the hon. Charles 
Boyle, esq. the late earl of Orrery, who also interspersed 
several songs in the work itself. 5. “ State letters,” pub¬ 
lished in 1742, fol. Mr. Morrice the editor, who was his 
biographer and chaplain, says that his patron drew up a 
very curious account of what was done in the court or 
camp, in which he had unj^ part, or could speak of with 
certainty. But this has never heen published. The duke 
of Ormond having by his majesty’s command consulted 
with the earl of Orrery upon the propositions to be laid 
before the parliament of Ireland in 1677, his lordship de¬ 
livered to him live sheets of paper containing the most ef¬ 
fectual methods of protecting the nation from foreign and 
domestic enemies, advancing the Protestant interest, in¬ 
creasing the revenue, and securing private property. But 
these, with other papers, were destroyed when lord Or¬ 
rery’s house was burnt to the ground in 1690, by a party of 
king James’s soldiers, with the duke of Berwick at their 
head ; Lionel, then earl of Orrery, and grandson to our 
author, being a minor, and abroad on his travels. 

There is some use in ^paining this list of his lordship’s 
writings, although it must be confessed that he tloes not 
appear to much advantage as a writer. The charge made 
by lord Orford, that the Biographia Britannica is a “ de¬ 
fence of every body,” never appeared bettor founded 
than in the high character given of lord Orrery’s po¬ 
etry, a character probably borrowed from such critics as 
Aubrey and Winstanley. It would have been quite suf- 
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ficient to have vindicated his poems from the general con¬ 
tempt with whifch they have sometimes been mentioned. 

It is more pleasing to recur to his private character, 
which Dr. Campbell has described with more truth. He 
was, says this biographer, a kind and good, as well as a 
very well-bred and courteous husband : and lady Orrery 
was esteemed one of the handsomest and most prudent 
women about the court. He was a tender, and even a 
fond parent; but very attentive to the education and beha¬ 
viour of his children, by which the benefit they received was 
not small. As a landlord, he was both attentive to liis own 
interest, and indulgent to liis tenants. If a man was op¬ 
pressed, no one more readily relieved him; if a farmer’s 
family was numerous, or his circumstances narrow, his 
assistance was never wanting; but he was in all cases so¬ 
licitous that the people should thrive, as well as obtain 
subsistence; and his saying was, “ that the greatest cha¬ 
rity consisted in keeping people from needing it.” With 
this view, he procured by the royal favour, grants of 
fairs and markets for Rathgogran and Ballymaathra, two 
villages of his, which by this means were so far improved 
that he afterwards obtained charters, by which they were 
erected into boroughs, each sending two members to the 
Irish parliament, and established besides manufactures in 
them for their better support. But in nothing his good¬ 
ness and beneficence of heart appeared more than in his 
treatment of his domestics. He was alike careful of their 
bodies, estates, and minds; they lived in the utmost 
plenty, but he suffered no waste ; and for debauchery, he 
had the utmost abhorrence. He provided for them ac¬ 
cording to their several capacities, that, having lived well 
with him, they might not fall into indigence after they 
left him. He frequently observed, that the meanest of 
them had a soul to be saved, as well as himself; and 
therefore, he not only obliged his chaplain to have a due 
attention to their spiritual concerns, but frequently in¬ 
spected the discharge of his dujjj, in this particular. His 
lordship loved company, and kept always an open table, 
to which all the gentlemen in the country were welcome; 
and this was a public benefit, the conversation on such oc¬ 
casions being as delicate as the provisions. 1 

1 Biog. Brit.—Park’s Royal and Noble Authors.—Cibber’s Lives, vol. II.— 
Atb. Ox. vol. II.—Granger, yoI. III.—Morrice’s Life and State Letters. 
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BOYLE (Robert), the most illustrious philosopher of 
modern times, was the seventh son, and 'the fourteenth 
child of Richard earl of Cork, and born. at Lismore, in 
the province of Munster, in Ireland, the 25th of Jan. 
1626-7. He was committed to the care of a country nurse, 
with instructions to bring him up as hardy as if he had 
been her own son ; for his father, he tells us, “ had a per¬ 
fect aversion for the fondness of those parents which made 
them breed their children so nice and tenderly, that a hot 
sun or a good shower of rain as much endangers them as 
if they were made of butter or of sugar.” By this he gained 
a strong and vigorous constitution, which, however, he 
afterwards lost, by its being treated too tenderly. He 
acquaints us with several misfortunes which happened to 
him in his youth. When he was about three years old, 
he lost his mother, who was a most accomplished woman, 
and whom he regrets on tiiat account, because he did not 
know her. A second misfortune was, that he learned to 
stutter, by mocking some children of his own age ; of 
which, though no endeavours were spared, he could never 
perfectly be cured. A third, that in a journey to Dublin, 
he had like to have been drowned, if one of his father’s 
gentlemen had not taken him out of a coach, which, in 
passing a brook raised by some sudden showers, was over¬ 
turned and carried away with the stream. 

While he continued at home, he was taught to write a 
very fair band, and to speak French and Latin by one of 
the earl’s chaplains, and a Frenchman that he kept in the 
house. Jn 1635, h.s father sent him over to England, in 
order to be educated at Eton school under sir Henry Wot- 
ton, who was the earl of Cork’s old friend and acquaintance. 
Here he soon discovered a force of understanding which 
promised great things, and a disposition to cultivate and 
improve it to the utmost. While he remained at Eton, 
there were several extraordinary accidents that befel him, 
of which he has given us an account; and three of which 
were very near proving |ptal to him. The first was, the 
sudden lull of the chamber where he lodged, when himself 
was in bed; when, besides the hazard he ran of being 
crushed to pieces, he had certainly been choked with the 
dust during the time he lay under the rubbish, if he had 
not had presence of mind enough to have wrapped his head 
up in the sheet, which gave him an opportunity of breath¬ 
ing wituout hazard. A little after this, he had been 
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crushed to pieces by a starting horse that rose up suddenly 
and threw himself backwards, if he had not happily disen¬ 
gaged his feet from the stirrups, and cast himself from his 
back before he fell. A third accident proceeded from 
the carelessness of an apothecary’s servant; who, mis¬ 
taking the phials, brought him a strong emetic instead of 
a cooling julep. 

He remained at Eton between three and four j r ears; 
after which, his father carried him to his own seat at Stal- 
bridge, in Dorsetshire, where he remained some time 
under the care of the rev. William Douch, one of his chap¬ 
lains, who was the rector of the place. In the autumn of 
16:J8, he attended his father to London, and remained 
with him at the Savoy, till his brother Mr. Francis Boyle 
espoused Mrs. Elizabeth Killegrew ; and then, towards the 
end of October, within four days after the marriage, the two 
brothers, Francis and Robert, were sent abroad upon their 
travels, under the care of Mr. Marcombes. They em¬ 
barked at Rye, in Sussex, and from thence proceeded to 
Dieppe, in Normandy ; then they travelled by laud to 
Rouen, to Paris, and from thence to Lyons ; from which city 
they continued their journey to Geneva, where his go¬ 
vernor had a family ; and there the two gentlemen pursued 
their studies quietly,* and without interruption. Mr. Boyle, 
during his stay here, resumed his acquaintance with the 
mathematics, or at least with the elements of that science, 
of which he had before gained some knowledge. For he 
tells us in his own memoirs, that while he was at Eton, 
and afflicted with an ague, before he was ten years old, 
by way of diverting his melancholy, they made him read 
Anrndis de GauJ, arid other romantic books, which pro¬ 
duced such restlessness in him, that he was obliged to 
apply himself to the extraction of the square and cube 
roots, and to the more laborious operations of algebra, in 
order to fix and settle the volatility of his fancy. 

While he remained at Geneva, he made some excursions 
to visit the adjacent country of Savoy, and even proceeded 
so fur as to Grenoble in Daupbint*. He took a view also 
of those wild mountains, where Bruno, the first author of 
the Carthusian monks, lived in solitude, and where the 
first and chief of the Carthusian abhics is seated. Mr. 
Boyle relates, that “ the devil, taking advantage of that 
deep raying melancholy, so sad a place, his own liumour, 
which was naturally grave and serious, and the strange 
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stories and pictures he found there of Bruno, suggested 
such strange and hideous distracting doubts of some of the 
fundamentals of Christianity, that though, he says, his looks 
did little betray his thoughts, nothing but the forbidden¬ 
ness of self-dispatch hindered his acting it.” He laboured 
under this perplexity and melancholy many months : hut 
at length getting out of it, he set about inquiring into the 
grounds and foundation of the Christian religion; “that 
so,” says he, “ though he believed more than he could 
comprehend, lie might not believe more than he could 
prove; and owe the steadfastness of his faith to so poor a 
cause, as the ignorance of what might be objected against 
it.” He became confirmed in the belief of Christianity, 
and in a conviction of its truth ; yet not so, he says, but 
that “ the fleeting clouds of doubt aud disbelief did never 
after cease now and then to darken the serenity of his 
quiet; which made him often say, that injections of this 
nature were such a disease to his faith, as the toolh-ach is 
to the botly; for though it be not mortal, it is very trou¬ 
blesome.” 

September 1641, he quitted Geneva, after having spent 
one-and-twenty months in that city; and, passing through 
Switzerland, and the country of the Grisons, entered Lom¬ 
bardy. Then, taking his route through Bergamo, Bres¬ 
cia, and Verona, he arrived at Venice; where having 
made a short stay, he returned to the continent, and spent 
the winter at Florence. Here he employed his spare hours 
in reading the modern history in ltaliau, and the works of 
the celebrated astronomer Galileo, who died at a village 
near this city during Mr. Boyle’s residence in it. It was at 
Florence that he acquired the Italian language; which lie 
understood perfectly, though he never spoke it so fluently 
as the French. Of this indeed he was such a master, that, 
as occasion required, he passed for a native of that country 
in more places than one during his travels. 

March 1642, he began his journey from Florence to 
Rome, which took up but five days. He surveyed the nu¬ 
merous curiosities of that city ; among wliteh, he tells us, 
“ he had the fortune to see pope Urban VIII. at chapel, 
with the cardinals ; who, severally appearing mighty 
princes, in that assembly looked like a company of com¬ 
mon friars.” He visited the adjacent villages, which had 
any thing curious or antique belonging to them ; and had 
probably made a longer stay, had not the heat of the cli* 
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mate disagreed with his brother. He returned to Florence, 
from thence to Leghorn, and so by sea to Genoa. r i hen 
passing through the county of Nice, he crossed the sea at 
Antibes, where he incurred some danger for refusing to 
honour the crucifix : from whence he went to Marseilles 
by land. He was in that city in May 1642, when he re¬ 
ceived his father’s letters, which informed him of the re¬ 
bellion broke out in Ireland, and how difficultly he had 
procured the 2501. then remitted to them, in order to help 
them home. But they never received this money ; and 
were obliged to go to Geneva with their governor Mar- 
combes, who supplied them with as much at least as car¬ 
ried them thither. They continued there a considerable 
time, without either advices or supplies from England : 
upon which Mr. Marcombes was obliged to take up some 
jewels on his own credit, which were afterwards disposed 
of with as little loss as possible; and with the money thus 
raised, they continued their journey for England, whither 
they arrived in 1 644. On his arrival Mr. Boyle found his 
father dead ; and though the earl had made an ample pro¬ 
vision for him, as well by leaving him his manor of Stal- 
bridge in England, as other considerable estates in Ireland, 
yet it was some time before he could receive any money. 
However, he procured protections for his estates in both 
kingdoms from the powers then in being; from whom also 
he obtained leave to go over to France for a short space, 
probably to settle accounts with his governor Mr. Mar¬ 
combes : but he could not be long abroad, since wc find 
him at Cambridge the December following. 

March 1646, he retired to his manor at Stalbridge, 
where he resided for the most part till May 1650. A room 
is still shown here, in which our author studied, and where 
he is said to have made his earliest experiments in natural 
philosophy and chemistry. He made excursions, sometimes 
to London, sometimes to Oxford ; and in February 1647, 
he went over to Holland; but he made no considerable 
stay any where. During his retirement at Stalbridge, he 
applied himself with incredible industry to studies of va¬ 
rious kinds, to those of natural philosophy and chemistry 
in particular, and omitted no opportunity of obtaining the 
acquaintance of persons distinguished for parts and learn¬ 
ing, to whom he was in every respect a ready, useful, ge¬ 
nerous assistant, and with whom he held a constant cor¬ 
respondence. He was also one of the first members of 
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that small, but learned body of men, which, when all aca¬ 
demical studies were interrupted by the civil wars, se¬ 
creted themselves about 1645 ; and held private meetings, 
first in London, afterwards at Oxford, for the sake of can¬ 
vassing subjects of natural knowledge, upon that plan of 
experiment which lord Bacon had delineated. They styled 
themselves then the Philosophical College ; and after the 
restoration, when they were incorporated and distinguished 
openly, took the name of the Royal Society. His retired 
course of life, however, could not hinder his reputation 
from rising to such a height, as made him be taken notice 
of by some of the most eminent members of the republic 
of letters; so that, in 1651, we find Dr. Nathanael High- 
more, a very eminent physician, dedicating to him a book, 
under the title of “ The history of Generation examin¬ 
ing the several opinions of divers authors, especially that 
of sir Kenelm Digby, in his Discourse upon Bodies. 

In 1652, he went over to Ireland, in order to visit and 
settle his estates in that kingdom ; and returned from 
thence in August 1653. He was soon after obliged to go 
over to Ireland again; where he had spent his time very 
unpleasantly, if it had not been for his intimate friend and 
acquaintance, sir William Petty, in whose conversation he 
was extremely happy. In the summer of 1654, he re¬ 
turned to England, and put in execution a design he had 
formed some time, of residing at Oxford; where he con¬ 
tinued for the most part till April 1668, and then he set¬ 
tled at London in the house of his sister lady llawelagh in 
Pall Mall. At Oxford he chose to live in the house of 
Mr. Crosse, an apothecary, rather than in a college ; for 
the sake of his health, and because he had more room to 
make experiments. Oxford was indeed at that time the 
only place in England where Mr. Boyle could have lived 
with much satisfaction ; for here he found himself sur¬ 
rounded with a number of learned friends, such as Wil¬ 
kins, Wallis, Ward, Willis, Wren, &c. suited exactly to 
his taste, and who had resorted thither for the same reasons 
that he had done ; the philosophical society being now 
removed from London to Oxford. It was during his resi¬ 
dence here that he invented that admirable engine, the 
air-pump ; which was perfected for him by the very inge¬ 
nious Mr. Robert Hooke, in 1678 or 1671). By this he 
made several experiments, and was enabled to discover and 
demonstrate several qualities of the air, so as to lay a foun- 
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elation for a complete theory. He was not, however, satrsu 
fied with this, but laboured incessantly in collecting and 
digesting, chiefly from his own experiments, the materials 
requisite for this purpose. He declared against the philo¬ 
sophy of Aristotle, as having in it more of words than 
things, promising much and performing little ; and as giv¬ 
ing the inventions of men for indubitable proofs, instead 
of building upon observation and experiment. He was so 
zealous for, and so careful about, this true method of 
learning by’experiment, that, though the Cartesian phi¬ 
losophy then made a great noise in the world, yet he would 
never be persuaded to read the works of Descartes ; for 
fear he should be amused and led away by plausible ac¬ 
counts of things, founded on fancy, and merely hypo¬ 
thetical. 

But philosophy and inquiries into nature, though they 
engaged his attention deeply, did not occupy it entirely ; 
6ince we find, that be still continued to pursue critical 
and theological studies. In these he had the assistance of 
some great men, particularly Dr. Edward Pocock, Mr. 
Thomas Hyde, and Mr. Samuel Clarke, all of great emi¬ 
nence for their skill in the oriental languages. He had 
also a strict intimacy with Dr. Thomas Barlow, at that time 
head-keeper of the Bodleian library, and afterwards bishop 
of Lincoln, a man of various and extensive learning. In 
J 65.9, Dr. Wallis, so distinguished for his mathematical 
and philosophical learning, dedicated to him his excellent 
treatise on the Cycloid. This year also Mr. Boyle, being 
acquainted with the unhappy circumstances of the learned 
Sanderson, afterwards bishop of Lincoln, who had lost all 
his preferments for bis attachment to the royal party, con¬ 
ferred upon him an honorary stipend of 50l. a year. This 
stipend was given as an encouragement to that excellent 
master of reasoning, to apply himself to the writing of cases 
of conscience : and accordingly he printed his lectures 
“ de obligatione conscientise,” which he read at Oxford, 
1647, and dedicated them to his friend and patron. The 
dedication bears date Nov. 22, 1659. 

Upon the restoration of Charles II. he was treated with 
great civility and respect by the king, as well as by the 
two great ministers, Southampton and Clarendon. He 
wits solicited by the latter to enter into orders, for Mr. 
Boyle’s distinguished learning and unblemished reputa¬ 
tion induced lord Clarendon ta think that so very respect- 
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able a personage would do great honour to the clergy. 
Mr. Bovle considered all this with due attention ; but re- 
fleeted, that in his present situation, whatever he wrote 
upon religion, would have so much the greater weight, as 
coming from a layman; since lie well knew, that the irre¬ 
ligious fortified themselves against all that the clergy could 
oiler, hy supposing and saying that it was their trade, and 
that they were paid for it. He considered likewise that, 
in point of fortune and character, he needed no accessions; 
and indeed he never had any appetite for either. But 
bishop Burnet, who preached his funeral sermon, and to 
whom Mr. Boyle communicated memorandums concerning 
his own life, tolls us, that what had the greatest weight in 
determining his judgment was, “ the not feeling within 
himself any motion or tendency of mind which he could 
safely esteem a call from the Holy Ghost, and so not ven¬ 
turing to take holy orders, lest he should be found to have 
lied unto it.” He chose therefore to pursue his philoso¬ 
phical studies in such a manner as might be most effectual 
for the support of religion.; and began to communicate to 
the world the fruits of those studies. The first of them 
was printed at Oxford, 1660, in 8vo, under the title of 
1. “ Now experiments, physico-mechanical, touching the 
spring of the Air and its effects, made for the most part 
in a new pneumatical engine: addressed to his nephew 
the lord Dungarvan.” This work was attacked by Fran- 
ciscus Linos and Mr. Hobbes, which occasioned Mr. Boyle 
to subjoin to a second edition of it, printed at London, 
1662, in 4to, “ A Defence,” &c. in which he refuted the 
objections of those philosophers with equal candour, clear¬ 
ness, and civility. A third edition was printed in 1682, 
4to. 2. “ Serapliic Love; or, some motives and incen¬ 
tives to the Love of God, pathetically discoursed of in a 
letter to a friend,” 1660, 8vo. This piece, though it did 
not appear till now, was finished as early as the year 1648. 
It has run through many editions, and been translated into 
Latin. The fame of Mr. Boyle’s great learning and abi¬ 
lities extended itself even at this time beyond the bounds 
of our island, so that the grand duke of Tuscany, a prince 
distinguished for learning, was extremely desirous of a 
correspondence with him : of which he was advertised in 
a letter, dated Oct. 10, 1660, from Mr. Southwell, then 
resident at Florence. 3. “ Certain physiological Essays 
and other Tracts,” 1661, 4to. They were printed again 
Voi*. VI. Z 
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in 1669, 4 to, with large additions, especially of “A Dis¬ 
course about the absolute rest of bodies and were trans¬ 
lated into Latin. 4. Sceptical Chemist,” 1662, 8vo, a 
very curious and excellent work; reprinted in 1679, Svo, 
with the addition of divers experiments and notes about 
the producibleness of chemical principles. 

In 1662, a grant of the forfeited impropriations in the 
kingdom of Ireland was obtained from the king in Mr. 
Boyle’s name, though without his knowledge; which ne¬ 
vertheless did not hinder him from interesting himself very 
warmly for procuring the application of those impropria¬ 
tions to the promoting religion and learning, lie inter¬ 
posed likewise in favour of the corporation for propagating 
the gospel in New England; and was very instrumental in 
obtaining a decree in the court of chancery, for restoring 
to that corporation an estate which had been injuriously 
repossessed by one col. Bedingfield, a papist, who had 
sold it to them for a valuable consideration. His activity 
in matters of this nature was so much the more honourable, 
as his inclination led him generally to be private and re¬ 
tired. But whenever the cause of virtue, learning, or re¬ 
ligion, required it, his interest and endeavours were never 
wanting; and what is very remarkable, were seldom em¬ 
ployed but with success. In 16G3, the royal society being 
incorporated by king Charles II. Mr. Boyle was appointed 
one of the council ; and, as he might be justly reckoned 
among the founders of that learned body, so he continued 
one of its most useful and industrious members during the 
whole course of his life. 

In June 1663 he published, 5. «* Considerations touching 
the usefulness of experimental Natural Philosophy,” 4to, 
reprinted the year following. 6. “ Experiments and con¬ 
siderations upon Colours; to which was added a letter, 
containing observations on a diamond that shines in the 
dark,” 1663, Svo, reprinted in the same size in lt570. It 
was also translated into Latin. This treatise is full of 
curious and useful remarks on the hitherto unexplained 
doctrine of light and colours; in which he shews great 
judgment, accuracy, and penetration, and may be said to 
have led the way to that mighty genius, the great sir Isaac 
Nqwton, who has since set that important point in the 
clearest and most convincing light. 7. “ Considerations 
upon the style of the Holy Scriptures,” 1663, Svo. A 
Latin translation of it was printed at Oxford, where most 
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of his writings were published in 1665'. It was an extract 
from a larger work entitled “ An Essay on Scripture ;** 
which was afterwards published by sir Peter Pett, a friend 
of Mr. Boyle. 

In 1664 he was elected into the company of the royal 
mines; and was all this year taken up in the prosecution 
of various good designs, which probably was the reason 
why he did not send abroad any treatises either of religion 
or philosophy. The year following, however, appeared, 
8. “ Occasional Reflections upon several subjects ; whereto 
is prefixed a discourse about such kind of thoughts,’* 
1665, 8vo, reprinted in 1669, 8vo. This piece is ad¬ 
dressed to Sophronia, under whose name he concealed that 
of his beloved sister, the viscountess of Raneiagh. The 
thoughts themselves are on a vast variety of subjects, writ¬ 
ten many \ ears before; some indeed upon trivial occasions, 
but all with great accuracy of language, much wit, more 
learning, and in a wonderful strain of moral and pious re¬ 
flection. Yet this exposed him to the only severe censure 
that ever was passed upon him, and that too from no less 
a man than the celebrated dean Swift; who, to ridicule 
these discourses, wrote “ A pious meditation upon a Broom¬ 
stick, in the style of the honourable Mr. Boyle.” A certain 
writer, by way of making reprisals upon Swift for his treat¬ 
ment of Mr. Boyle, which he affirms to be as cruel and 
unjust as it is trivial and indecent, has observed, that, from 
this very treatise, which he has thus turned into ridicule, 
he borrowed the first hint of his Gulliver’s Travels. He 
grounds his conjecture upon the following passage, to be 
found in the Occasional Reflections: “You put me in 
mind of a fancy of your friend Mr. Boyle, who was saying, 
that he had thoughts of making a short romantic story, 
where the scene should be laid in some island of the 
southern ocean, governed by some such rational laws and 
customs as those of the Utopia or the New Atalantis. And 
in this country he would introduce an observing native, 
that, upon his return home from his travels made in Eu¬ 
rope, should give an account of our countries and manners 
under feigned names; and frequently intimate in his re¬ 
lations, or in his answers to questions that should be made 
him, the reasons of his wondering to find our customs sp 
extravagant, and differing from those of his own country. 
For your friend imagined that, by such a way of exposing 
many of our practices, we should ourselves be brought 

z 2 
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unawares to condemn, or perhaps to laugh at them ; and 
should at least cease to wonder, to find other nations think 
them as extravagant as we think the manners of the Dutch 
and Spaniards, as they are represented in our travellers’ 
books.” The same year Mr. Boyle published an important 
work, entitled, 9. “ New experiments and observations 
upon Cold; or, an experimental history of cold begun : 
with several pieces thereunto annexed,” 1665, 8vo, re¬ 
printed in 1683, 4to. 

His excellent character in all respects had procured him 
so much esteem and affection with the king, as well as 
with every body else, that his majesty, unsolicited, no¬ 
minated him to the provostship of Eton college in August 
1665. This was thought the fittest employment for him 
in the kingdom ; yet, after mature deliberation, though 
contrary to the advice of all his friends, lie absolutely de¬ 
clined it, for which he had several reasons. He thought 
the duties of that employment might interfere with his 
studies : he was unwilling to quit that course of life, which, 
by experience, he found so suitable to his temper and 
constitution : and, above all, he was unwilling to enter 
into orders: which he was persuaded was necessary to qua¬ 
lify himself for it. In this year aud the next, he was much 
interested in an affair that made a very great noise in the 
world ; and the decision of which, from the high reputa¬ 
tion he had gained, was in a manner universally expected 
from him. The case was this : one Mr. Valentine Great- 
racks, an Irish gentleman, persuaded himself that he had 
a peculiar gift of curing diseases by stroking; in which 
though he certainly succeeded often, yet he sometimes 
failed ; and this occasioned a great controversy, in which 
most of the parties concerned addressed themselves to Mr. 
Boyle. Among the rest, the famous Mr. Henry Stubbe 
wrote a treatise upon this subject, entitled “ The mira¬ 
culous Conformist; or, an account of several marvellous 
cures, performed by the stroking of the hands of Mr. Va¬ 
lentine Greatracks; with a physical discourse thereupon, 
in a letter to the honourable Robert Boyle, esq.” Mr. 
Boyle received this book upon the 8th of March 1666 ; 
and.wrote a letter to Mr. Stubbe the next morning, which 
shews how extremely tender Mr. Boyle was of religiou; and 
how jealous of admitting and countenancing any principle 
or opinions that he thought might have a tendency to hurt 
i>r discredit it. But what is most incumbent on us to ob*- 
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serve at present is, that this letter is certainly one of the 
clearest testimonies of Mr. Boyle’s vast abilities and ex¬ 
tensive knowledge, that is any where extant. It is a very 
Jong letter, upwards of twenty pages in 8vo ; very learned 
and very judicious; wonderfully correct in the diction and 
style, remarkably clear in the method and form, highly 
exact in the obse;vations and remarks, and abounding in 
pertinent and curious facts to illustrate his reasoning. Yet 
it appears from the letter itself, that it was written within 
the compass of a single morning : a fact we should have 
imagined next to impossible, if it had not been attested 
by one whose veracity was never questioned, that is, by 
Mr. Boyle himself. In 1666, Dr. Wallis addressed to Mr. 
Boyle his piece upon the Tides; as did the famous phy¬ 
sician, Dr. Sydenham, his method of curing fevers, ground¬ 
ed upon his own observations. Mr. Boyle likewise pub¬ 
lished that year, 10. “ Hydrostatical paradoxes made out 
by new experiments, for the most part physical and easy,” 
8vo, which he printed at the request of the royal society, 
those experiments having been made at their desire about 
two years before. 11.“ The Origin of Forms and Qualities, 
according to the Corpuscular philosophy, illustrated by 
considerations and experiments,” 1666, 4to, and reprinted 
the year following, in 8vo. This treatise did great honour 
to Mr. Boyle, whether we consider the quickness of his 
wit, the depth of his judgment, or his indefatigable pains 
in searching after truth. We must not forget to observe, 
that, both in this and the former year, be communicated 
to his friend Mr. Oldenburg, who was secretary to the 
royal society,, several curious and excellent short treatises 
of his own, upon a great variety of subjects, and others 
transmitted to him by his learned friends both at home 
and abroad, which are printed and preserved in the Phi¬ 
losophical Transactions. Another thing it may not be im¬ 
proper to observe, that, in the warm controversy raised by 
Mr. Stubbe at this time about the royal society, Mr. Boyle 
escaped all censure ; and though Mr. Stubbe, among 
others, attacked it in several pamphlets with all the fury 
imaginable, yet he preserved a just respect for Mr. Boyle’s 
great learning and abilities, who, on his part, shewed a 
singular goodness of temper in bearing, as he did, with so 
much indecent treatment from a person whom he had 
highly obliged, because he thought him, with all his faults, 
capable of being usefal to the world. 
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About this time, namely, 1668, Mr. Boyle resolved to 
settle himself in London for life; and removed, for that 
purpose, to the house of his sister, the lady Ranelagli, in 
Pail Mall. This was to the infinite benefit of the learned 
in general, and particularly to the advantage of the royal 
society; to whom he gave great and continual assistance, 
as the several pieces communicated to them from time to 
time, and printed in their Transactions, abundantly testify. 
Those who applied to him, either to desire his help, or to 
communicate to him any new discoveries in science, he 
had his set hours for receiving ; otherwise it is easy to 
conceive, that he would have had very little of his time to 
himself. But, besides these, he kept a very extensive 
correspondence with persons of the greatest figure, and 
most famous for learning, in all parts of Europe. 

In 1669 he published, 12. “A continuation of new 
experiments touching the spring and weight of the Air 
to which is added a discourse of the atmospheres of con¬ 
sistent bodies; and the same year he revised and made 
many additions to several of his former tracts, some of 
which, as we have before observed, were now translated 
into Latin, in order to gratify the curious abroad. 13. 
“ Tracts about the cosmicai qualities of things; cosuiical 
suspicions ; the temperature of the subterranean regions; 
the bottom of the sea ; to which is prefixed an introduction 
to the history of particular qualities,” 1670, Svo. This 
hook occasioned much speculation, as it seemed to con¬ 
tain a vast treasure of new knowledge which had never 
been communicated to the world before; and this too, 
grounded upon actual experiments and arguments justly 
drawn from them, instead of that notional and conjectural 
philosophy, which in the beginning of the seventeenth 
century had been so much in fashion. 

In the-midst of all these studies and labours for the pub¬ 
lic, he was attacked by a severe paralytic distemper, of 
which, though not without great difficulty, he got the bet¬ 
ter, by strictly adhering to a proper regimen; and returning 
to his pursuits, in 1671, he publ shed, 14. “ Considera¬ 
tions on the usefulness of experimental and natural phi¬ 
losophy, the second part,” 4to. And, 15. “ A collec¬ 
tion of tracts upon several useful and important points of 
practical philosophy,” 4to; both which works were received 
sis new and valuable gifts to the learned world. 16. “ An 
essay about the origin and virtue of Gems,” 1672, 8vo„ 
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17. “ A collection of tracts upon the relation between 
flame and air; and several other useful and curious sub¬ 
jects besides furnishing, in this and in the former year, a 
great number of short dissertations upon a vast variety of 
topics, addressed to the royal society, and inserted in 
their Transactions. 18. “ Essays on the strange subtlety, 
great efficacy, and determinate nature of Effluviato 
which were added variety of experiments on other subjects, 

1673, 8vo. The same year Anthony le Grand, the famous 
Cartesian philosopher, printed his “ Historia Naturae,” &c. 
at London, and dedicated it to Mr. Boyle. He does jus¬ 
tice to Mr. Boyle’s universal reputation for extensive learn¬ 
ing and amazing sagacity in every branch of experimental 
philosophy ; and says of him, what Averroes said of Aris¬ 
totle, that nature had formed him as an exemplar or pattern 
of the highest perfection to which humanity can attain. 
19. * { A collection of tracts upon the saltness of the sea, 
the moisture of the air, the natural and preternatural state 
of bodies; to which is prefixed a dialogue concerning cold,” 

1674, 8vo. 20. “ The excellency of theology compared 
with natural philosophy,” 1673, 8vo. 21. “ A collection 
of tracts, containing suspicions about hidden qualities of 
the air; with an appendix touching celestial magnets; ani¬ 
madversions upon Mr. Hobbes’s problem about a vacuum ; 
a discourse of the cause of attraction and suction,” 1674, 
8vo. 22. “ Some considerations about the reconcileable- 
ness of reason and religion. By T. E. a layman. To which 
is annexed, a discourse about the possibility of the Resur¬ 
rection by Mr. Boyle,” 1675, 8vo ; both these pieces were 
of his writing; only be thought fit to mark the former with 
the final letters of his name. Among other papers that he 
communicated this year to the royal society, there were 
two discourses, connected into one, that deserve particular 
notice. The former was entitled “ An experimental dis¬ 
course of quicksilver growing hot with gold the other re¬ 
lated to the same subject; and both of them contained 
discoveries of the utmost importance*. In 1676, he pub-. 

* To be convinced of this, the rea- “ Yesterday, reading the two last 
der may peruse the following passages Philosophical Transactions, I had an 
of a letter written by Mr. (afterwards opportunity In consider Mr. Boyle's 
sir) Isaac Newton to Mr. Oldenburg, uncommon Wperimcnt about the in- 
the secretary of the Roval Society, calcscence of gold and mercury. I 
upon the occasion of it. The letter is believe the fingers of many will itch to 
dated from Cambridge, April 26, be at the knowledge of the preparation 
j 6 76. of suc ii a mercury; and for that end 
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lished, 23. a Experiments and notes about the mechanical 
origin or production of particular qualities, in several dis¬ 
courses on a great variety of suDjects, and, among the rest, 
of Electricity.” 

He had been many years a director of the East India 
company, and very useful in this capacity to that great 
body, especially iu procuring their charter; and the only 
return he expected for his labour was, the engaging the 
company to come to some resolution in favour of the pro¬ 
pagation of the gospel, by means of their flourishing fac¬ 
tories in that part of the world. As a proof of his own in¬ 
clination to contribute, as far as in him lay, for that pur¬ 
pose, he caused live hundred copies of the gospeis and acts 
of the apostles, in the Malayan tongue, to be printed at 
Oxford in 1677, 4to, and to be sent abroad, at his own 
expence. This appears from the dedication, prefixed by 
his friend Dr. Thomas Hyde, to that translation, which was 
published under his direction. It was the same spirit and 
principle, which made him send, about three years before, 
several copies of Grotius “ do Veritate Christiana; reiigio- 
nis,” translated into Arabic by Dr. Edward Pocock, into 
the Levant, as a means of propagating Christianity there. 
Thefe was printed in 1677, at Geneva, a miscellaneous 
collection of Mr. Boyle’s works in Latin, without his con¬ 
sent, or even knowledge; of which there is a large account 
given in the Philosophical Transactions. In 1678, he 
communicated to Mr. Hooke a short memorial of some pb- 


snme will not be wanting to move for 
the publishing of it, by urging the good 
it may do to the world. But, in my 
simple judgment, the noble author, 
since be has thought fit to teveal him¬ 
self so far, does piudently in being 
reserved in the rest. Net that 1 think 
any great excellence in such a mer¬ 
cury, either for medicinal or chemical 
operations; fur it srem* to me, that 
the metalline particles with which that 
meruury is impregnated, may be 
grosser than the particles of tin mer¬ 
cury, &c.—But yet, because the way 
by which mercury may be so impreg¬ 
nated has been thought fit to be con¬ 
cealed by others that known it, 

and therefore may possibly be an inlet 
to something more noble, not to he 
communicated without immense da- 
inagf to the world, if there should be 
verity m the hermetic writers; 


therefore I question not but that the 
great wisdom of the noble author will 
sway him to high silence, rill he shall 
he. resolved of what consequence the 
thing may be, either by his own expe¬ 
rience, nr the judgment of some other, 
that thoroughly understands what he 
speaks about; that is, of a true her¬ 
metic philosopher, whose judgment, if 
there be any such, would lie more to 
be regarded in this point, than that of 
all the world beside to the contrary ; 
there being other things beside the 
transmutation of metals, if those great 
pretenders brag not, which none but 
thev understand. Sir, because the 
author seems desirous of the sense of 
others in this point, I have been so 
free as to shoot my bolt; but pray 
keep this letter private to yourself. 

Your servant, 

Isaac Newton.’* 
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serrations made upon an artificial substance that shines 
without any preceding illustration ; which that gentleman 
tho ’.swit lit. to publish in his “ Lectiones Cutlerianac.” He 
puhUihed the same year, 24. “ Historical account of a de¬ 
gradation of gold made by an anti-eiixir; a strange che- 
muai narrative,” 4to, reprinted in the same size 1739. 
This excited great attention both at home and abroad, and 
is h'okeil upon as one of the most remarkable pieces that 
ever feli roni his pen ; since the facts contained in it would 
have be*m esteemed incredible, if they had been related by 
a man of less integrity and piety than Mr. Boyle. 

The regard which the great Newton had for Mr. Boyle, 
appears from a very curious letter, which the former wrote 
to him, at the latter end of this year, for the sake of laying 
before him his sentiments upon that ethereal medium, 
which he afterwards proposed, in bis Optics, as the mecha¬ 
nical cause of gravitation. This letter is to be found in the 
Jife of our author by Dr. Bircb. In 1CS0, Mr. Boyle pub¬ 
lished, 25. ** The Aerial Noctiluca ; or some new phteno-, 
mena, and a process of a factitious self-shining substance,’* 
8vo. 26. “ Discourse of things above reason ; inquiring, 
whether a philosopher should admit there are any such ?’* 
1681, 8vo. 27. “ New experiments and observations made 
upon the Icy Noctiluca; to which is added a chemical pa¬ 
radox, grounded upon new experiments, making it proba¬ 
ble, thai chemical principles are trausmutabie, so that out 
of one of them others may be produced,” 1682, 8vo 28. 
“A continuation of new experiments physico-mechanical, 
touching the spring and weight of the Air, and their effects,” 
168.;, 8vo. 

It was upon the 30th of November 1680, that the royal 
socictj’, as a proof of the just sense of his great worth, 
and of the constant and particular services which through a 
course of many years he had done them, made choice of 
him for their president; but he being extremely, and, as he 
says, peculiarly tender in point of oaths, declined the ho¬ 
nour done him, by a letter addressed to his much respected 
friend Mr. Robert Hooke, professor of mathematics at 
Gresham college. About this time, Dr. Burnet being em¬ 
ployed in compiling his admirable History of the Reforma¬ 
tion, Mr. Boyle contributed very largely to the expence of 
publishing it; as is acknowledged by the doctor in his pre¬ 
face to the second volume. It was probably about the be¬ 
ginning of the year 1681, that he was engaged in proinot- 
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ing the preaching and propagating of the gospel among the 
Indians; since the letter, which he wrote upon that sub¬ 
ject, was in .answer to one from Mr. John Elliot of New 
England, dated Nov. 4, 1680. This letter of Mr. Boyle 
is preserved by his historian; and it shews, that he had a 
great dislike to persecution on account of opinions in reli¬ 
gion. He published in 16S3, nothing but a short letter to 
Dr. Beal, in relation to the making of fresh water out of 
salt; but in 1684 he printed two very considerable works ; 
29. u Memoirs for the natural history of human blood, es¬ 
pecially the spirit of that liquor,” 8vo. 30. “ Experiments 
and considerations about the porositj T of bodies,” 8vo. 

Mr. Boyle’s writings grew now so very numerous, that 
Dr. Ralph Cudworth, the celebrated author of “The In¬ 
tellectual System,” wrote to him in most pressing terms, to 
make an entire collection of his several treatises, and to 
publish them together in the Latin tongue; and “ then,” 
says lie, “what you shall superadd, will be easily collected 
and added afterwards. And 1 pray God continue your life 
and health, that you may still enrich the world with more. 
The writers of hypotheses in natural philosophy will be 
confuting one another a long time before the world will 
ever agree, if ever it do. But your pieces of natural his¬ 
tory are unconfutable, and wdll afford the best grounds to 
build hypotheses upon. You have much outdone sir Fran¬ 
cis Bacon in your natural experiments; and you have not 
insinuated anything, as he is thought to have done, tend¬ 
ing to irreligion, but the contrary.” This letter is dated 
October 16, 1684. 

In 1685, he obliged the world with, 31. “ Short me¬ 
moirs for the natural experimental history of mineral wa¬ 
ters, with directions as to the several methods of trying 
them, including abundance of new and useful remarks, as 
well as several curious experiments.” 32. “ An essay on 
the great effects of even, languid, and unheeded motion; 
whereunto is annexed an experimental discourse of some 
hitherto little regarded causes of the salubrity and insalu¬ 
brity of the air, and its effects;” reprinted in 1690, 8ro. 
None of his treatises, it is said, were ever received with 
greater or more general applause than this. 33. “ Of the 
reconcileableness of specific medicines to the corpuscular 
philosophy ; to which is annexed, a Discourse about the 
advantages of the use of simple medicines,” 8vo. Besides 
these philosophical tracts, he gave the world likewise, the 



BOYLE. 


347 


same year, an excellent theological one, 34. ** Of the high 
veneration man’s intellect owes to God, peculiarly for his 
wisdom and power,” 8vo. This was part of a much larger 
work, which he mentioned in an advertisement, to prevent 
any exception from being taken at the abrupt manner of its 
beginning. At the entrance of the succeeding year, came 
abroad his, 35. “ Free inquiry into the vulgarly received 
notion of Nature;” apiece, which was then, and will al¬ 
ways be, greatly admired by those who have a true zeal and 
relish for pure religion and sound philosophy. It was trans¬ 
lated into Latin, and reprinted in 12mo the year after. 

In June 1686, his friend Dr. Gilbert Burnet, afterwards 
bishop of Salisbury, transmitted to him from the Hague the 
manuscript account of his travels, which he had drawn up 
in the form of letters, addressed to Mr. Boyle : who, in 
his answer to the doctor, dated the 14th of that month, ex¬ 
presses his satisfaction in “ finding, that all men do not 
travel, as most * do, to observe buildings and gardens, and 
modes, and other amusements of a superficial and almost 
insignificant curiosity ; for your judicious remarks and re¬ 
flections, says he, may not a little improve both a states¬ 
man, a critic, and a divine, as well as they will make the 
writer pass for all three.” In 1687, Mr. Boyle published, 
3G. “ The martyrdom of Theodora and Dydimia,” Svo ; a 
work he had drawn up in his youth. 37. “A disquisition 
about the final causes of natural things ; wherein it is en¬ 
quired, whether, and, if at all, with what caution, a natu¬ 
ralist should admit them.” With an appendix, about vi¬ 
tiated light, 1688, 8vo. 

In the month of May this year, our author, though very 
unwillingly, was constrained to make his complaint to the 
public, of some inconveniences under which he had long 
laboured ; and this he did by “ an advertisement about the 
loss of many of his writings addressed to J. W. to be com¬ 
municated to those of his friends that are virtuosi; which 
may serve as a kind of a preface to most of his mutilated 
and unfinished writings.” He complains in this advertise¬ 
ment of the treatment he met with from the plagiaries, 
both at home and abroad ; and though it might have been 
difficult in any other man to have done so, without incur¬ 
ring the imputation of self-conceit and vanity, yet Mr. 
Boyle’s manner is such, as only to raise in us an higher 
esteem and admiration of him. This advertisement is in¬ 
serted at length in his life. 
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He now began to find that his health and strength, not¬ 
withstanding all his care and caution, gradually declined, 
as he observes in a letter to M. le Clerc, dated May 30, 
168.9 ; which put him upon using every possible method of 
husbanding his remaining time for the benefit of the 
learned. In doing this, as a certain writer says, he pre¬ 
ferred generals to particulars; and the assistance of the 
whole republic of letters to that of any branch, by what 
ties soever he might be connected therewith. It was with 
this view, that he no longer communicated particular dis¬ 
courses or new discoveries to the royal society; because 
this could not be done, without withdrawing his thoughts 
from tasks which he thought of still greater importance. 
It was the more steadily to attend to these, that he resigned 
his post of governor of the corporation for propagating the 
gospel in New England ; nay, he went so far as to signify 
to the world, that he could no longer receive visits as usual, 
in an advertisement, which begins in the following manner. 
** Mr. Boyle finds himself obliged to intimate to those of his 
friends aud acquaintance, that are wont to do him the ho¬ 
nour and favour of visiting him, 1. That he has by some 
unlucky accidents, namely, by his servant’s breaking a bot¬ 
tle of oil of vitriol over a chest which contained his 
papers, had many of his writings corroded here and 
there, or otherwise so maimed, that without he himself fill 
up the lacuna: out of his memory or invention, they will not 
be intelligible. 2. That his age and sickliness have for a 
good while admonished him to put his scattered, anil partly 
defaced, writings into some kind of order, that they may 
not remain quite useless. And, 3. That his skilful and 
friendly physiciau, sir Edmund King, seconded by Mr. 
Boyle’s best friends, has pressingly advised him against 
speaking daily with so many persons as are wont to visit 
him, representing it as what cannot but much waste his spi¬ 
rits,” &c. He ordered likewise a board to be placed over 
his door, with an inscription signifying when he did and 
did not receive visits. 

Among the other great works, which by this means he 
gained time to finish, there is reason to believe, that one 
was a collection of elaborate processes in chemistry; con¬ 
cerning which he wrote a letter to a friend, which is still 
extant; but the piece itself was never published, though 
we read in the letter, “ that he left it as a kind of hermetic 
legacy to the studious disciples of that art.” Besides these > 
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papers, committed to the care of one whom he esteemed 
his friend, he left also very many behind him at the time 
of his death, relating to chemistry ; which, as appears by a 
letter directed to one of his executors, he desired might 
be inspected by three physicians whom he named, and that 
some of the most valuable might be preserved. “ Indeed,” 
says the writer of his life, “ it is highly reasonable to sup¬ 
pose, that many important discoveries were contained in 
them ; chemistry being his favourite study, and opening 
to him perpetually such a new scene of wonders, as easily 
persuaded him of the possibility of transmuting metals into 
gold. This persuasion of his is evident from several parts 
of his writings, and was avowed by himself to the great Dr. 
Halley, the late royal astronomer, who related to me his 
conversation with him upon that subject. And it was pro¬ 
bably in consequence of this opinion, that he took so much 
pains to procure, as he did in August 1689, an act for the 
repeal of a statute made injthe fifth year of king Henry IV. 
against the multiplying-of gold and silver.” 

In the mean time Mr. Boyle published some other works 
before his death; as, 38. “ Medicina Hydrostatiea: or, 
Hydrostatics applied to the materia medica, shewing how, 
by the weight that divers bodies used in physic have in wa¬ 
ter, one may discover whether they be genuine or adulte¬ 
rate. To which is subjoined a previous hydroslatical way 
of estimating ores,” 1690, 8vo. He informs ps, in the 
postscript of this treatise, that he had prepared materials 
for a second volume, which he intended to publish; but it 
never appeared. 39. “ The Christian virtuoso ; shewing 
that, by being addicted to experimental philosophy, a man 
is rather assisted than indisposed to be a good Christian.” 
The first part. To which are subjoined, 1. A discourse 
about the distinction that represents some things as above 
reason, but not contrary to reason. 2. 'File first chapters 
of a discourse, intituled. Greatness of mind promoted by 
Christianity, 1690, 8vo. In the advertisement prefixed to 
this work, he mentions a second part of the Christian vir¬ 
tuoso; which, however, he did not live to finish. But the 
papers he left behind him for that purpose are printed, im? 
perfect as they are, in the edition of his collected works. 
The last work, which he published himself, was in the spring 
of 1691 ; and is intituled, 40. “ Experiments & observa- 
tiones physic®; wherein are briefly treated of, several sub¬ 
jects relating to natural philosophy in an experimental way. 



350 


BOYLE. 


To which is added, a small collection of strange re¬ 
ports,” 8vo. 

About the entrance of the summer, he began to feel such 
an alteration in his health, as induced him to think of set¬ 
tling his all airs; and accordingly, on the 18th of July, he 
signed and sealed his last vtill, to which he afterwards added 
several codicils. In October his distempers increased ; 
which might perhaps be owing to his tender concern for the 
tedious illness of his dear sister the lady llanelagli, with 
whom he had lived many years in the greatest harmony 
and friendship, and whose indisposition brought her to the 
grave on the 23d of December following. He did not sur¬ 
vive her above a week; for, on the 30th of December 
1691, he departed this life in the 65th year of his age. 

He was buried in St. Martin’s church in the Fields, West¬ 
minster, on the 7th of January following : and his funeral 
sermon was preached by his friend Dr. Gilbert Burnet, bi¬ 
shop of Salisbury. The bishop made choice upon this oc¬ 
casion of a text very apposite to his subject, namely, 
“For God giveth to a man, that is good in his sight, wis¬ 
dom, knowledge, and joy.” Eccles. xi. 26. After ex¬ 
plaining the meaning of the words, he applies the doctrine 
to the honourable person deceased ; of whom, he tells us, 
he was the better able to give a character, from the many 
happy-hours he had spent in conversation with him, in the 
course of nine-and-twenly years. He gives a large ac¬ 
count of Mr. Boyle’s sincere and unaffected piety, and 
more especially of his zeal for the Christian religion, with¬ 
out having any narrow notions concerning it, or mistaking, 
as so many do, a bigoted heat in favour of a particular sect, 
for that zeal which is the ornament of a true Christian. Ho 
mentions, as a proof of this, his noble foundation for lec¬ 
tures in defence of the-gospel against infidels of all sorts ; 
the effects of which have been so conspicuous in the many 
volumes of excellent discourses which have been published 
in consequence of that noble and pious foundation *. He 


* The design of these lectures, as 
expressed by the founder, is, to prove 
the truth*of the Christian religion 
against infidels, without descending to 
any controversies among Christians ; 
and to answer new difficulties, scruples, 
Stc. For the support of this lecture, 
he assigned the rent of bis house in 
Crooked-lane to some learned divine 


within the bills of mortality, to be 
elected for a term uot exceeding three 
years, by the late archbishop Tenison, 
and others. But the fund proving pre¬ 
carious, the salary was ill paid : to re¬ 
medy which inconvenience, the said 
archbishop procured a yearly stipend 
of 50 pounds, for ever, ta be paid 
quarterly ; charged an a farm in the 



BOYLE. 


351 


had, says our prelate, designed it in his life-time, though 
sonic accidents did, upon great considerations, divert him. 
from settling it; but not from ordering bv Ids'last will, that 
a liberal provision should be made lor one who should, in a 
very few well-digested sermons, every year set forth the 
truth of the Christian religion in general, without descend¬ 
ing to the subdivisions :*mong Christians. He was at the 
charge of the translation atul impression of the New Testa¬ 
ment into the Malayan tongue, which he sent over all the 
East Indies. He gave a noble re\ ard lo him that translated 
Grotius’s incomparable book of the truth of the Christian 
religion into Arabic : and was at the charge of a whole im¬ 
pression, which he took care should be dispersed in all the 
countries where that lanyuajje is utuierstood. He was re- 
solved to have carried on the impression of the New Testa¬ 
ment in the Turkish language ; but the company thought 
it became them to be the doers of it, and so suffered him 
only to give a large share towards it. He was at 700/. 
charge in the edition of the Irish Bible, which he ordered 
to be distributed in Ireland : and he contributed liberally, 
both to the impression of the Welsh Bible, and of the Irish 
Bible for Scotland. He gave, during his life, 300/. to ad¬ 
vance thedesignof propagating the Christian religion in Ame¬ 
rica ; and, as soon as he heard that the East India com¬ 
pany were entertaining propositions for the like design in 
the East, be presently sent a hundred pounds for a begin¬ 
ning, as an example ; but intended to carry it much farther 
when it should he set on foot to purpose. When he under¬ 
stood how large a share he had in impropriations, he or¬ 
dered considerable sums to be «iven to the incumbents in 
those parishes, and even to the widows of those who were 
dead before this distribution of bis bounty. He did this 
twice in his life-time, to the amount of above 600/. and or¬ 
dered another distribution, as far as his estate would bear, 
by his will. In other respects his charities were so boun¬ 
tiful and extensive, that they amounted, as this prelate tells 

parish of Brill, in the county of Bucks, ers have been printed ami published in 
To this appointment we are indebted dislinct volntnes. An abridgement of 
for many elaborate defences both of na- these lectures in 4 vols. Bvo. was pub- 
tural and icvealcd religion. A codec- lished by the rev. Mr. Gilbert Burnet, 
tion of these sermons from the year vicar of Coggeshall, in Essex, who died 
1691 b> 1732, was printed iu 1799, in 1746; and a complete list of all the 
under the title of “ A defence of natu- preachers since the foundation to the 
ral and revealed religion,” in 3 vols. present time may be seen in Nichols’s 
fol.; aud those of several of the preach- Life of Bowyer, vol. V1. p. 453—456. 
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us, from his own knowledge, to upwards of 1000/; per 
annum. 

But that part of his discourse which concerns us most, 
is, the copious and eloquent account he has given of this 
great man’s abilities. “ His knowledge,” says he, “ was 
of so vast an extent, that if it were not for the variety of 
vouchers in their several, sorts, I should be afraid to say 
all I know. He carried the study of the Hebrew very far 
into the rabbinical writings, and the other oriental tongues. 
He had read so much of the fathers, that he had formed a 
clear judgment of all the eminent ones* He had read a 
vast deal on the scriptures, had gone very nicely through 
the various controversies in religion, and was a true master 
of the whole body of divinity. He read the whole com¬ 
pass of the mathematical sciences ; and, though he did not 
set himself to spring any new game, yet he knew the ab- 
strusest parts of geometry. Geography, itw the several 
parts of it that related to navigation or travelling; history 
and books of novels, were his diversions. He went very 
nicely through all the parts of physic ; only the tenderness 
of his nature made him less able to endure the exactness 
of anatomical dissections, especially of living animals, 
though he knew these to be most instructing. But for the 
history of nature, ancient and modern,, of the productions 
of all countries, of the virtues and improvements of plants, 
of ores, and minerals, and all the varieties that are in them 
in different climates, he was by much, by very much, the 
readiest and the perfectest I ever knew, in the greatest 
compass, and with the nicest exactness. This put him in 
the way of making all that vast variety of experiments be¬ 
yond any man, as far as we know, that ever lived. And 
in these, as he made a great progress in new discoveries, 
so he used so nice a strictness, and delivered them with so 
scrupulous a truth, that all who have examined them have 
found how safely the world may depend upon them. But 
his peculiar and favourite study was chemistry, in which he 
was engaged with none of those ravenous and ambitious 
designs that drew many into it. His design was only to 
find otr^ nature, to see into what principles things might 
be resolved, and of what they were compounded, and to 
prepare good medicaments for the bodies of men. He 
•pent neither his time nor fortune upon the vain pursuits 
of high promises and pretensions. He always kept himself 
within the compass that his estate might well bear; and. 
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as lie made chemistry much the better for his dealing in it, 
so he never made himself either worse or the poorer for it. 
It was a charity to others, as well as an entertainment to 
himself; for the produce of it was distributed by his sister 
and others, into whose hands he put it.” To thiseulogium 
of the bishop, we will only add that of the celebrated phy¬ 
sician, philosopher, and chemist. Dr. Herman Boerhaave ; 
who, after having declared lord Bacon to be the father of 
experimental philosophy, asserts, that “ Mr. Boyle, the 
ornament of his age and country, succeeded to the genius 
and enquiries of the great chancellor Verulam. Which,” 
says he, “ of all Mr. Boyle’s writings shall I recommend ? 
All of them. To him we owe the secrets of fire, air, water, 
animals, vegetables, fossils: so that from his works may be 
deduced the whole system of natural knowledge.” The 
reader perhaps recollects, that Mr. Boyle was born the 
same year iix. which lord Bacon died. <c Sol occubuit, 
nox nulla seOTta est.” 

As to the person of this great man, we are told that he 
was tall, but slender; and his countenance pale and ema¬ 
ciated. His constitution was so tender and delicate, that 
he had divers sorts of cloaks to put on when he went abroad, 
according to the temperature of the air; and in this he go¬ 
verned himself by his thermometer. He escaped indeed 
the small-pox during his life; but for almost forty years he 
laboured under such a feebleness of body, and such low¬ 
ness of strength and spirits, that it was astonishing how he 
could read, meditate, make experiments, and write as he 
did. He had likewise a weakness in his eyes, which made 
him very tender of them, and extremely apprehensive of 
such distempers as might affect them. He imagined also, 
■that if sickness should confine him to his bed, it might 
raise the pains of the stone to a degree which might be 
above his strength to support; so that he feared lest his 
last minutes should be too hard for him. This was the 
ground of all the caution and apprehension with which he 
was observed to live: but as to life itself, he had that just 
indifference for it, which became a philosopher and a 
Christian. However, his sight began tp grow dim, not 
above four hours before he died ; and, when death came 
upon him, it was with so little pain, that the flame ap¬ 
peared to go out merely for want of oil to maintain it. The 
reader may wonder that Mr. Boyle was never made a peer; 
especially when it is remembered, that his four elder bro- 

Vol. VI. A A 
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thers were all peers. A peerage was, however, often offered 
liim, and as often refused by him. It is easy to imagine, 
that he might have had any thing he should express an in¬ 
clination for. He was always a favourite at court: and 
king Charles 11. James II. and king William, were so 
highly pleased with his conversation, that they often used 
to discourse with him in the most familiar manner. Not 
that Mr. Boyle was at any time a courtier ; he spake freely 
of the government, even in times which lie disliked, and 
upon occasions when he was obliged to condemn it; but 
then be always did it, as indeed he did every thing of that 
nature, with an exactness of respect. 

Mr. Boyle was never married : but Mr. Evelyn was as¬ 
sured, that he once courted the beautiful and ingenious 
daughter of Cary, earl of Monmouth ; and that to this pas¬ 
sion was owing bis Serapliick Love. Tn the memorandum 
of Mr. Boyle’s life, set down by bishop Biynet, it is re¬ 
marked, that lie abstained from marriage, W first out of 
policy, afterwards more philosophical!}’ - } and we find, by 
a letter of Dr. John Wallis to him, dated at Oxford, July 
17, 16(it), that he had an overture made lnm with respect 
to the lady Mary Hastings, sister to the carl of Hunting¬ 
don. But. it does not appear from any of his papers, that 
he had ever entertained the least thoughts of that kind ; 
nay, there is a letter of his, written when lie was young to 
the lady Bargymore his niece, who had informed him of a 
report that lie was actually married, which almost shews 
that he never did. The letter is written with great polite¬ 
ness, and in the true spirit of gallantry ; and is a clear 
proof, that though Mr. Boyle did not choose to marry, yet 
it was no misanthropic cynical humour which restrained 
him from it. it is impossible to entertain the reader better, 
than by presenting him with that part of it which concerns 
the point in question.—“ It is high time for me to hasten 
the payment of the thanks 1 owe your ladyship for the joy 
you are pleased to wish me, and of which that wish possi¬ 
bly gives me more than the occasion of it would. You 
have certainly reason, madam, to suspend your belief of a 
marriage, celebrated by no priest but fame, and made un¬ 
known to the supposed bridegroom. I may possibly ere 
long give you a fit of the spleen upon this theme ; but at 
present it were incongruous to blend such pure raillery, as 
1 ever prate of matrimony and amours with, among tiling* 
1 am so serious in, as those this scribble presents you. I 
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si rail therefore only tell you, that the little-gentleman and 
J are still at the old defiance. You have carried away too 
many of the perfections of your sex, to leave enough in 
this country for the reducin'* so stubborn a heart as‘mine ; 
wiiose conquest were a task of so much difficulty, and is so 
little worm it, that the latter property is always likely to 
deter any, that hath beauty and merit enough to overcome 
the former. But though this untamed heart be thus insen¬ 
sible to the thing itself called love, it is yet very accessible to 
things very near of kin to that passion; and esteem, friend¬ 
ship, respect, and even admiration, are things that their 
proper objects fail not proportionally to exact of me, and 
consequently are qualities, which, in their highest degrees, 
arc really and constantly paid my lady Barrymore by her 
most obliged humble servant, and affectionate uncle, 

“ Rodekt Boyle.” 


Mr. Boyle’^posthumous works are as follow : 1. “ The 
general history of the Air designed and begun,” 1690, 4to. 
Concerning the nature and value of this work, we have 
the testimonies of two of the most ingenious and able men. 
of that age, Mr. Locke and Mr. Moiineux. Mr. Locke, in 
a letter to Mr. Moiineux, dated December 26, 1692, ob¬ 
serves, that, though this treatise was left imperfect, “ yet 
1 think,” says lie, “ the very design of it will please you ; 
and it is cast into a method, that any one who pleases may 
add to it under any of the several titles, as his reason and 
observation shall furnish him with matter of fact. If such 
men as you are, curious and knowing, would join to what 
Mr. Boyle had collected and prepared, what comes in 
their way, we might hope in some time to have a consider¬ 
able history of the air, than which I scarce know any part 
of natural philosophy would yield more variety and use. 


But it is a subject too large for the attempts of any one 
man, and will require the assistance of many hands, to 
make it an history very short of complete.” To which Mr. 
Moiineux answered . “ 1 am extremely obliged to you for 
Mr. Boyle’s book of the air, which lately came to my hands. 
It is a vast design, and not to be finished but by the united 
labours of many heads, and indefatigably prosecuted for 
.many years; so that 1 despair of seeing any thing com¬ 
plete therein. However, if many will lend the same help¬ 
ing hands that you have done, I should be in hopes; and 
certainly there is not a chapter in all natural philosophy of 
greater use to maukind than what is here proposed,” 

A A 2 
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2. “ General beads for the natural history of a country, 
great or small; drawn out for the use of travellers and na¬ 
vigators. To which are added, other directions for navi¬ 
gators, &c. with particular observations on the most noted 
countries in the world. By another hand.” 1692, 12mo. 
These general heads were first printed in the Philosophical 
Transactions, being drawn up by Mr. Boyle, at the request 
of the royal society. The other directions added in this 
edition were drawn up by various persons at divers times, 
by order of the royal society, and printed in different 
numbers of the Philosophical Transactions ; but, being in 
pursuance of the plan sketched out by- Mr. Boyle, were 
very properly annexed to the preceding ones. 3. A paper 
of the honourable Robert Boyle’s, deposited with the se¬ 
cretaries of the royal society, October 14, 1680, and 
opened since his death; being an account of his making 
the phosphorus. Sept. 30, 1680; printed in the Philoso¬ 
phical Transactions. 4. An account of a way of examin¬ 
ing waters, as to freshness or saltness. To be subjoined 
as an appendix to a lately printed letter about sweetened 
water, Oct. 30, 1683; printed in the Philosophical Trans¬ 
actions. 5. “ A free discourse against customary swear¬ 
ing, and a dissuasive from cursing,” 1695, 8vo. 6. “ Me¬ 
dicinal experiments : or, a collection of choice remedies, 
chiefly simple, and easily prepared, useful in families, and 
fit for the service of the country people. The third and 
last volume, published from the author’s original manu¬ 
script ; whereunto are added several useful notes, explica¬ 
tory of the same,” 1698, 12mo. The first edition of this 
book was printed in 1688, under the title of Receipts sent 
to a friend in America : in 1692, it was reprinted with the 
addition of a second part, and a new preface : and in 169S, 
as we now observe, was added the third and last volume. 
They have been all several times reprinted since in a single 
volume, and justly accounted the best collection of the 
kind. 

These posthumous works, joined to those before men¬ 
tioned, together with many pieces in the Philosophical 
Transactions, which we had not room to be particular 
about, were all printed in one collection, at London, in 
5 volumes folio, and 6 volumes 4to. Dr. Shaw also pub¬ 
lished in 3 volumes 4to, the same works “ abridged, me¬ 
thodized, and disposed under the general heads of Physics, 
Statics, Pneumatics, Natural History, Chymistry, and Me- 
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dicineto which he has prefixed a short catalogue of the 
- philosophical writiugs, according to the order of time when 
they were first published, &c . 1 

BOYLE (Charles), earl of Orrery, second son of 
Roger second earl of Orrery, by lady Mary Sackville, 
daughter to Richard earl of Dorset and Middlesex, was 
born in August 1676, at his father’s house in Chelsea; 
and at fifteen entered a nobleman of Christ-chureh, in 
Oxford, under the care of Dr. Francis Attcrbury, after¬ 
wards bishop of Rochester, and Dr. Freind. Dr. Aldrich, 
the head of that society, observing his uncommon appli¬ 
cation, drew up for his use that compendium of logic 
which is now read at Christ-chureh, wherein he styles him 
the great ornament of our college.” Having quitted the 
university, he was in 1700 chosen member for the town of 
Huntington. A petition being presented to the house of 
commons, complaining of the illegality of his election, he 
spoke in support of that election with great warmth ; and 
this probably gave rise to his duel with Mr. Wortley, the 
other candidate, in which, though Mr. Boyle had the ad¬ 
vantage, the wounds he received threw him into a dan¬ 
gerous tit of sickness that lasted for many months. On the 
death of his elder brother, he became fourth earl of Orrery: 
soon after, he had a regiment given him, and was elected 
a knight of the Thistle. In 1706 he married lady Eliza¬ 
beth Cecil, daughter to the earl of Exeter. In 1709 he 
was promoted to the rank of major-general, and sworn of 
her majesty’s privy council. He was envoy extraordinary 
from the queen to the states of Flanders and Brabant, with 
an appointment of ten pounds a day, at a very critical 
juncture, namely, during the treaty of Utrecht. There, 
some in authority at Brussels, knowing they were soon to be¬ 
come the emperor’s subjects, and that his imperial majesty 
was not on good terms with the queen, shewed less respect to 
her minister than they had formerly done: upon which. 
Orrery, who considered their behaviour as an indignity to 
the crown of Great Britain, managed with so much reso¬ 
lution and dexterity, that, when they thought his power 
was declining, or rather that he had no power at ail, he 
got every one of them turned out of his post. Her ma¬ 
jesty, in the tenth year of her reign, raised him to the 
dignity of a British peer, under the title of lord Boyle, 


1 Birch's Life.—Biog. Brit. 
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baron of Marstoti, in Somersetshire. On the accession of 
king George I. lie was made a lord of the bedchamber, 
and lord-lieutenant and eustos rotulorum of the county 
of Somerset, llis frequent voting against the ministers 
gave rise to a report that he was to be removed from all 
his posts ; upon which he absented himself from the court: 
but his friends assuring him that they had ground to be¬ 
lieve the king had a personal esteem for him, he wrote a 
letter to llis majesty 7 , signifying that though he looked 
upon his service as a high honour, yet, when he first en¬ 
tered into it, he did not conceive it was expected from, 
him that he should vote against his conscience and his 
judgment; that he must confess it was his misfortune to 
diifer widely in opinion from some of his majesty’s mi¬ 
nisters ; that if those gentlemen had represented this to 
his majesty as a crime not to be forgiven, and his majesty 
himself thought so, he was ready to resign those posts lie 
enjoyed, from which he found he was already returned by 
u common report, which was rather encouraged than con¬ 
tradicted by the ministers. The king going soon after to 
Hanover, lord Orrery’s regiment was taken from him; 
which his lordship looking upon as a mark of displeasure, 
resigned his post of lord of the bedchamber. 

On the 2Sth of September 1722, he was committed 
close prisoner to the Tower, by warrant of a committee of 
the lords of the privy council, upon suspicion of high 
treason, and of being concerned in Layer’s plot, llis 
confinement brought on such a dangerous lit of sickness, 
that, as Dr. Mead remonstrated to the council, unless he 
was immediately set at liberty, he would not answer for 
llis life twenty-four hours: upon which, after six months 
imprisonment, he was admitted to hail. Upon the strictest 
inquiry 7 , no sufficient ground for a prosecution being 
found, he was, after passing through the usual forms, ab¬ 
solutely discharged. After this he constantly attended in 
bis place in the house of peers, as he had done before, and 
though he never spoke in that assembly, his pen was fre¬ 
quently employed to draw up the protests entered in its 
journals. He died after a short indisposition, on the 21st 
of August, 1731. lie had a good relish for the writings 
of the ancients, and gave some productions of his own. 

Lord Orford, in enumerating his works, attributes to him 
a translation of the life of Lysamler from Plutarch, which 
be says is published in the English edition of that author; 
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But the life of I.ysander in that edition is given to one 
Leman, a Cambridge man. 11 is first appearance as an 
author, was when Dr. Aldrich, dean of Chnsi-chtinh, 
finding him to be a good Grecian, put him upon publishing 
a new edition of the epistles of Phalaris, which appeared 
in tlie beginning oi 16.95, under the title of “ Pludaridis 
Agrigentinornai tyranni epislohe. Ex. MSS. reeensuir, 
tersioue, annotationibus, & vita insuper auetoris ootiavit 
Car. Boyle, e.\ a-de Christ), Oxon,” Svo. C> this edition 
lie was supposed to have been assisted by Aldrich and At- 
terbury. The authenticity of these epistles being called 
in question by Dr. Bentley, Mr. Boyle wrote an answer, 
entitled lC Dr. Bentley’s Dissertation on the epistles of Pba- 
laris examined.” In laying the design of this work, in re¬ 
viewing a good part of the rest, m transcribing the whole, 
and attending the press, half a year of Atirrburv’s, life 


was employed, as lie declares in bis Epistolary Correspon¬ 
dence,” 1 7rf3, voi. II. p. i2 J.* His lordship wrote a corncdv. 


called u As you find it,” primed in the s< com! voi nn. 


the works of Roger earl of Orrery. He was nuiher 


of a copy of verses to Dr. Garth, upon Iiis Dispensary, and 
of a prologue to Mr. Soutlierne’s play, called “ Tiie Eiege 
of Capua.” 

Tiie instrument called the Orrery obtained his name 
from the following circumstance : Rowley, a mathematical 
instrument-maker, having got one from Mr. George Gra¬ 
ham, the original inventor, to be sent abroad with some 
of his own instruments, lie copied it, and made the first 
for the carl of Orrery; sir Richard Steele, who knew no¬ 
thing of Mr. Graham’s machine, thinking to do justice to 
the first eneourager, as w'ell as to the inventor of such a 
curious instrument, called it an Orrery, and gave Rowley 
the praise due to Mr. Graham. 1 

BOYLE (Jons), earl of Cork and Orrery, a nobleman 
who added fresh lustre to his name and family, was the 


* See BiTNTi.r.r, and Attckbury. wrote the hotly of the criticisms; and 
Pope, gave Warburton the following that Ur. King of the Cotamons wiv.t/* 
account of this celebrated compos lion; the droll argument to prove Dr. lit nl- 
iie said, “ that Boyle wrote only the ley was not the. author of the Disscrta- 
nruTuti.e of what passed between him tion on Phalaris, and the Index. And 
and the boot.seller, with it too was cor- a powerful cabal gave it a surprising 
te.eled for Inin; that Promd, the mas- rail.” 

Ur of Westminster, and AU'-rbury, Warbtirlou’s Letters, 8vo. p. II. 

1 Biog. Brit.—Alb. Ox. voi. II.—Swift’s Wot Us.— L"f" by Budged.—Nichols’s 
Pat-inn, \ oi. IV.—Nichols’s Attcrbury.—Park's Royal and Noble Authors. 
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only son and heir of Charles, the fourth earl of Orrery (the 
subject of the preceding article}, by the lady Elizabeth 
Cecil, daughter of John earl of Exeter. He was born on 
the 2d of January, 1706-7, and put early under the tuition 
of Mr. Fenton, the author of Mariamue, and one of the 
coadjutors of Mr. Pope in the translation of the Odyssey, 
by whom he was instructed in English ; and carried through 
the Latin tongue from the age of seven to thirteen. Be¬ 
tween this amiable poet and his noble pupil a constant 
friendship subsisted ; and his lordship always spoke of him 
after his decease, and often with tears, as “ one of the 
worthiest and modestest men that ever adorned the court 
of Apollo.” After passing through Westminster school, 
lord Boyle was admitted as a nobleman at Christ-chureh, 
Oxford, of which college, as we have already seen, his 
father had been a distinguished ornament. One of his 
first poetical essays was an answer to some verses by Mrs. 
Rowe, on an unsuccessful attempt to draw his picture. 

When the earl of Orrery was committed prisoner to the 
Tower on account of Layer’s plot, such was the filial piety 
of his son, that he earnestly entreated to be shut up with 
his noble father; but this indulgence was thought too con¬ 
siderable to be granted. Not long after he had completed 
the twenty-first year of his age, he married, on the 9th 
of May 1728, lady Harriet Hamilton, the third and 
youngest daughter of George earl of Orkney. Though 
this marriage had the entire approbation of lord Orrery, 
it unfortunately happened that a dissension arose between 
the two earls, which placed the young couple in a very 
delicate and difficult situation ; but lord Boyle maintained 
at the same time the tenderest affection for his w ife, and 
the highest attachment to his father. The earl of Orrery, 
however, was too much irritated by the family quarrel, to 
see at first bis son’s conduct in a proper point of light, al¬ 
though his excellent understanding could not fail in the 
end to get the better of his prejudices, when a reconcilia¬ 
tion took place, and the little coldness which bad subsisted 
between them served but the more to endear them to each 
other *. The earl of Orrery was now so much pleased 
with lord Boyle, that he could scarcely be easy without 

* In the addenda to the Biog. Brit, at table with his father's mistress. If 
we are told that the dissensions between this bt- true, it must greatly diminish 
the earl and lus son originated in the his lordship’s character, 
latter refusing to suffer his wife to sit 
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him; and when in town, they were seldom asunder. It 
is to be lamented, that this happiness was rendered very 
transient by the unexpected death of lord Orrery; and 
that the stroke was embittered by a circumstance pecu¬ 
liarly painful and affecting to his noble son and successor. 
The father, whilst under the impression of his dissension 
with the earl of Orkney, had made a will, by which he 
had bequeathed to Christ-church, Oxford, his valuable 
library, consisting of above ten thousand volumes, toge¬ 
ther with a very fine collection of mathematical instru¬ 
ments. The only exceptions in favour of lord Boyle were 
the Journals of the House of Peers, and such books as 
related to the English history and constitution. The earl 
of Orrery left, besides, though he was greatly in debt, 
several considerable legacies to persons nowise related to 
him. Upon his reconciliation with his son, he determined 
to alter bis will, and had even sent for his lawyer with that 
view, when the suddenness of his decease prevented the 
execution of his just and reasonable design. The young 
lord Orrery, with a true filial piety and generosity, in¬ 
stead of suffering his father’s effects to be sold, took his 
debts upon himself, and fulfilled the bequests, by paying 
the legacies, and sending the books and mathematical in¬ 
struments within the limited time to Christ-church. The 
loss, however, of a parent, thus aggravated and embittered, 
left a deep impression upon his mind, and was succeeded 
by a fit of illness which endangered his life, and obliged 
him to repair to Bath. Whilst he was in that city, he re¬ 
ceived a letter from a friend, with a copy of verses in¬ 
closed, exhorting him to dispel his grief by poetry, and 
to shew that Bath could inspire, as well as Tunbridge; 
from which place he had written some humorous verses 
the year before. To this letter his lordship returned the 
following answer: 

“ Nor Bath, nor Tunbridge, can my lays inspire. 

Nor radiant beauty make me strike the lyre: 

Far from the busy crowd l sit forlorn. 

And sigh in secret, and in silence mourn : 

Nor of my anguish e\er find an end; 

I weep a father, but I've lost a friend.” 

In a few months lord Orrery so far recovered his health 
.and spirits as to be able to attend his public duty as an 
English baron. He took his seat in the house of peers in 
the session of parliament which opened on the 13th of 



3G2 


BOYL K. 


January, 1731-2, anti soon distingni.Jied himself by a speech 
in opposition to the ministry, against the mutiny-hill; the 
inconsistency of a standing army with the liberties of a 
free people being at that period the topic constantly in¬ 
sisted upon by the patriotic party. Though no notice is 
taken of his lordship’s speech in Timbcrland’s Debates, it 
is certain that be acquired considerable credit on this oc¬ 
casion. Mr.. Budgell, in the dedication to his Memoirs of 
the f amily of the Boyles, published in 1732, celebrates 
our noble lord as having displayed the united forces of 
reason and eloquence; and Mr. Ford, in a letter to Dr. 
Swift, written in the same year, mentions with pleasure a 
character which the dean hail given of the earl of Orrery, 
and says, that lie was extremely applauded for a speech 
lie made against the army-hill. The approbation which 
his lordship received in this first exertion of his parlia¬ 
mentary talents, did not encourage him to become a public 
speaker; and we meet with only another instance in which 
he took any uct've put m v. debate, on the 13th of Fe¬ 


bruary, 1733-1, in favoured’ the UuLe c-t 
bill for pietv’-ting the ohlccrs v [' the Usui l..r 
depriied of their e imnd.-sions, cth-vw.-.e 
uk ut of ii court mataiui i • be Su.kl for tk.a ; 
*u hires., oi cilia r iumse i;i ’ iii.i sin :it. x 


ci s iro.n 

being 

limn by 

.Ibdg- 


or by 

' iO ( ik ii s i 

"•V of 


lord Orrery’s hv-ahli, Jos passion for pmate life, and the 
occasions he had of sometimes residing in Ireland, scent 
to have precluded him from a very consium. an i regular 
attendance in the Fnglisii Iioiko of peers. I.'mu-ver, he 
did not fail to go thither v,hen he apprehended himself to 
he called to it i>y particular duty; and vve find his name 
to a const lei able number of the protests winch were so 
frequent during the grand opposition to sir Robert Wal¬ 
pole’s administration. 

In the summer of 1732 the earl of Orrery 7 went over to 
Ireland to re-establish his affairs, which were much em¬ 
barrassed by the villainy of his father’s agent. As the 
family 7 seat at CMiarlcvilie had been burnt to the ground by 
a parly of king James’s army in 1690, his lordship resided 
sometimes with a friend at that place, and sometimes at 
Cork. Whilst he was in this city, lie met with a most se¬ 
vere affliction, in the loss of his countess, who died on the 
22d of August, 1732. The character of this amiable lady 
has been draw n by lord Orrery himself, in his Observa¬ 
tions on Pliny. The countess was interred with her an- 



B Q V I. E. 


3G3 


cestors, at Taplow, in Clicks ; and Mr. S. Wesley* in a 
poem on her death, fully displayed her excellent qualities 
and virtues. Mr. Theobald did the same, in his dedication 
of Shakspearc’s Works to the earl. The dedication, it 
seems, was originally intended for her ladyship ; and 
therefore lord Orrery is represented as succeed in*;- to it by 
the melancholy right of executorship. Mr. Theobald pro¬ 
fesses to have borrowed many hints from hearing his patron 
converse on Shakspeare; and adds, “ Your lordship may 
reasonably deny the loss of the jewels which 1 have dis¬ 
paraged in the unartful setting.” Such language, how¬ 
ever, must he considered as partly complimentary; for 
if the earl of Orrery had contributed any material criti¬ 
cisms upon our great dramatic poet, they wouL undoubt¬ 
edly have been distinctly specified. Some pathetic verses 
on the death of the countess, dated Marston, Dec. 17, 
1734, were addressed by his lordship to Mrs. iiowe, who 
lived in his neighbourhood, and with whom lie had an 
intimate friendship during the latter part of her life. Ilowc 
much this ingenious and excellent lady valued his esteem 
and regard, is evident from her observing, that “his ap¬ 
probation would be her vanity and boast, if she could but 
persuade herself she deserved it.” The house where she 
was born belonged to him ; and he always passed bv it, 
after her decease, with the utmost veneration. It appears 
from Mrs. llowe’s posthumous letter to his lordship, Li. at 
he had charged her with “ a message to his Henrietta 
-(Harriet), when she met her gentle spirit in the blissful 

• ions.” 

Whilst our noble lord resided in Ireland, he commenced 
a friendship with dean Swift, which produced also that of 
Mr. Pope. The earl having sent a copy of verses to the 
dean on his birth-day, they were so pleasing to that cele¬ 
brated genius, that he hogged the author “ to accept his 
most humble thanks for the honour done him by so ex¬ 
cellent a performance on so barren a subject.” “ in spite,” 
says the dean, “ of those who love me not, it will be said 
in future ages, that one of lord Orrery’s first essays in 
poetry was these verses on Dr. Swift.” There are, in¬ 
deed, several evidences in Pope’s and Swift's letters, of 
the sincere esteem they entertained for his lordship. 

In October 1733, lord Orrery returned to England, and 
having now no attachment to London, he disposed of his 
Louse in Downing-street, Westminster, as likewise of his 
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seat at Britwell, near Windsor, and retired to his seat at 
Marston, in Somersetshire. As this place had been much 
neglected by his ancestors, and was little more than a shell 
of a large old house, he amused himself in building offices, 
in fitting out and furnishing apartments, and laying out 
gardens and other plantations. Study and retirement 
being his principal pleasures, he took care to supply the 
loss he had sustained from his father’s will, by furnishing 
his library anew with the best authors. In the summer of 
1734, probably in his way to France, where he sometimes 
went, he visited the tomb of his ancestors, Roger Boyle, 
esq. and Joan his wife, in Preston church, near Feversham. 
This monument, when the title of earl of Cork devolved 
upon him, he intended to have repaired, if his life had been 
prolonged. In the middle of the year 173.5, we find him 
again in Ireland. On the 31st of October, in the same 
year, an_ amiable relation, and a most promising youth, 
Edmund duke of Buckingham, died at Rome, upon which 
melancholy event, lord Orrery paid a just tribute to the 
memory of the young nobleman, in an elegiac poem. It 
was printed in 1736, and is one of the most pleasing spe¬ 
cimens which our author has afforded of his poetical abili¬ 
ties. In the winter of 1735-6, the duke of Dorset being 
then lord lieutenant of Ireland, the earl of Orrery neg¬ 
lected no opportunity of endeavouring to render his ad¬ 
ministration easy. If Dr. Swift is to be credited, Ireland 
was about that time in a wretched condition. As a proof 
of it, the dean asserted in a letter to Mr. Pope, that lord 
Orrery had 3000/. a year in the neighbourhood of Cork, 
and that more than three years rent was unpaid. In 
April 1737, his lordship, who was then at Cork, earnestly 
pressed Dr. Swift to accompany him to England ; but the 
doctor, who never saw Marston, did not accept the invi¬ 
tation. Lord Orrery took over with him to Mr. Pope all 
the letters of that great poet to Swift, which the dean had 
preserved or could find, which were not more in number 
than twenty-five. About this time, our noble author, 
that his sons might be educated under his own eye, and 
also have the benefit of attending Westminster-school, 
took a small house in Duke-street, Westminster. On the 
30th of June, 1738, the earl of Orrery, after having been 
six years a widower, married, in Ireland, Mrs. Margaret 
Hamilton, only daughter and heiress of John Hamilton, 
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esq. of Caledon, in the county of Tyrone, grand-daughter 
of Dr. Dopping, bishop of Meath, and niece of Dr. Dop- 
ping, bishop of Ossory. Swift, in a letter to Miss Ha¬ 
milton, on her intended nuptials, after pretending a prior 
claim, as she had made so many advances to him, and 
confessed “ herself to be nobody’s goddess but his,” archly 
waves it, and politely “ permits lord Orrery to make him¬ 
self the happiest man in the world; as I know not,’* 
he adds, “ any lady in this kingdom of so good sense or 
so many accomplishments.” He gives a great character 
of her, likewise, in his last printed letter to Mr. Pope. 
In this lady, the earl of Orrery, with gratitude to Heaven, 
acknowledged that the loss of his former countess was re¬ 
paired. In 1739 he published a new edition, 2 vols. 8vo, 
of the dramatic works of his great-grandfather. Though 
these volumes cannot be particularly valuable, they are 
now become exceedingly scarce. In 1741 he published 
separately, in folio, “ The first Ode of the first book of 
Horace imitated, and inscribed to the earl of Chesterfield 
and “ Pyrrha, an imitation of the fifth Ode of the first 
book of Horace.” In the preface to the last, lord Orrery 
characterises Dacier’s and Sanadon’s translations, and 
makes some observations on Horace, which shew that he 
entered with taste and spirit into the peculiar excellencies 
of that poet. In 1742 he published in one volume, folio, 
the “ State Letters” of his great-grandfather, the first 
earl ; to which were prefixed Morrice’s memoirs of that 
eminent statesman. On the 25th of August, 1743, his lord- 
ship was presented by the university of Oxford to the 
honorary degree of D. C. L.; and he was, likewise, F. R. S. 
Lord Boyle, in 1746, being settled at Oxford, and Mr. 
Boyle in the college at Westminster, their father quitted 
London, and fixed his residence at Caledon, in Ireland. 
During one of his occasional visits to England, alter the 
publication of the second volume of the Biographia Britan- 
nica, he thanked Dr. Campbell, “ in the name of all the 
Boyles, for the honour he had done to them, and to his 
own judgment, by placing the family in such a light as to 
give a spirit of emulation to those who were hereafter to 
inherit the title.” Lord Orrery resided in Ireland, with 
very little intermission, from 1746 to I7j0; happy in that 
domestic tranquillity, that studious reecement and inaev 
tivity, from which, as he himself expressed it, he was 
scarcely ever drawn, but with the utmost reluctance. 
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“ When over,” as he observe.] in a private letter, “we step 
out of domestic life in search of felicity, we come back 
again disappointed, tired, and chagrined. One dav passed 
under our own roof, with onr friends and our family, is 
wortli a thousand in any other place. The noise and 
bustie, or, as they are foolishly called, the diversions of 
life, are despicable and tasteless, when once we have ex¬ 
perienced the real delight, of a ft re-si do.” These scnli- 
jnenls, which do so much honour to the rectitude of his 
lordship's understanding, and the goodness of his heart, 
relief L, at the same lime, a just, reproach on the absurd and 
criminal dissipation that prevails lor the* most, part among 
persons of rank and fortune. During the earl of Orrery's 
residence in Ireland, he emnioved his leisure in laving out 
gardens and plantations at Caledon, and in improving and 
adorning its tine situation. On his return to Marstow, he 
continued his alterations and improvements in the house 
and gardens at. that place, many of the plans for which 
were designed by lord Moyle, uho had a taste for architec¬ 
ture. In the mean wmile, tiie amusement, of our noble 
author's winter evenings was Ids translation of‘ w The Let- 
lets of Pliny the Younger, with observations on cm h k ino, 
and an Essay on l’iiny's life, addressed to Plunk.-; lord 
Boyle.” The essay is dated Leicester-ftalds, .Janoai v 27, 
J7. 01 >- I ; and, together with the translation, was pub!: 'bed 
at Eondon, in the following April, in 2 vols. 4 to. This 
work met with so good a reception from the public, th.it 
three editions of it in octavo have since been printed. In 
the summer of the same year, lord Orrery addressed 
to his second son Hamilton a series of letters, containing 
“ Remarks on tHe Life and Writings of l)r. Swift, dean of 
St.. Patrick’s, Dublin.” This work gave rise to many stric¬ 
tures and censures on his lordship for having professed 
himself Swift’s friend while he was exposing his weak¬ 
nesses. Subsequent inquiries into Swift’s character have 
proved that the portrait he drew' was not unfaithful. To 
this, however, we shall have occasion to recur in our ac¬ 
count of Swift. 

On the Gd of December, J7a3, by the death of Richard 
the third earl of Burlington, and fourth earl of Cork, 
without issue male, lord Orrery succeeded to that noble¬ 
man’s Irish titles, viz. earl of Cork, viscount Dungarvan, and 
lord Boyle, baron of Yougliall. About this time, Mr. 
Moore undertook the periodical publication called “ The 
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World ;” to which our uohle author contributed three 
papers, viz. No. 47, « s, lot. Tiic two first arc papers 
of some humour, hi'eiuSoa to ridicule the practice of duel¬ 
ling, as it prevailed in the last ago; and the third is a 
father’s account of his son, Charles lord Dungarvan, whose 
weakness of temper was such, that he cdhld not resist the 
temptation to indulgences which at last proved fatal. The 
carl of Cork was a contributor, likewise, to the “(’on- 
noisseur,” carried on by Mr. Thornton and Mr. Caiman. 
In the last number of tins publication, C. K. which was his 
lordship’s signature, is distinguished, by the ingenious 
authors, as their “ earliest and most, frequent correspond¬ 
entand “ we are sorry,” they add, “ that he u iiluot 
allow us to mention his name ; since it would reflect as 
much credit on our work, as we are sure will redound to 
it from his compositions.” Ilis communications to the 
“ Connoisseur” were the most part of No. 14 and 17 ; the 
letter signed Goliali F.nglisli, in No. 19; great part of 
No. 3.J and 40 ; and the hitters, signed “ Reginald Fitz- 
worm,” “Michael Kraw bridge,” “ Moses Orthodox,” and 
fi Thomas Vainall,” in No. K.2. 107, I If, and 12c*. These; 
papers are chiebx of the humourous kind ; and tiiev con- 
firm, in i.o small degf-x.*, in-. Di.neonibe’s character of 
our author, tii.it “ fo«- hum .e.r, innocent humour, no one 


had a truer 
temher, 17; 
daughter ia 
lordship’.-, c!. 
neighbouihc 
at tir.it p! .c 


teste, or I-el ter tciem.” On the 2t)lh of Sep- 
:■ 4, tie eel and counters of Cork, u slh their 
dy Low life. !e, beg in a tour to Italy. His 
def object was Florence, in which oily and its 
;jv>.i he re.- ivied nearly a year. Wiid.-t he was 
e, he j:re:. -Mtod to the academy vkila Crnsca, 


his friend Dr. Faunse! .hih:.sou’s Mnglish Did ionary. His 


invetetate enemy, the gout, introduced by a severe winter, 
overtook him even in Italy, and prevented his attendance* 
on Lite exercises of the academy. He enjoyed, at Flo¬ 
rence, a general esteem; and, by a free conversation with 
books and men, and the assistance of manuscripts, col¬ 
lected materials for the History of Tuscany, which he 
intended to write in a series of Hollers, Uveivo of which 
only he lived to finish. In November 175a, he arrived at 
JMarslou, having, in his return to Knglaud, on account <d 
the commencement of the war with France, gone through 
Germany and part of Holland. r l he situation ot public 
affairs, in this country, at. the beginning of the year 1757, 
being such as required, in our national councils, the 
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most exertion of wisdom and integrity, one of lord Cork’s 
friends urged him, in an ode, to exchange his retirement 
for a more active scene. 

When Dr. Swift’s “ History of the four last years of 
Queen Anne” appeared in 1758, and it was reported that 
our noble lord <had consented to the publication of that 
work, he requested his friends to contradict the report. 
His opinion was, that the more the work was examined, 
the less it would answer the end either of the author or of 
the publisher. In that year he sustained, by the death 
of his excellent lady, Margaret countess of Cork and Or¬ 
rery, the severest domestic affliction which could befal 
him. She departed this life, after a short illness, on the 
24th of November, in lodgings at Knightsbridge, to which 
she had been removed, at her own request, a few days 
before, from a tender apprehension that her lord would 
quit his house, just taken, in Marlborough-street, if she 
died there. This shock, however, he supported with the 
resignation becoming a man and a Christian. We have 
already seen the high opinion which Dr. Swift entertained 
of her ladyship. The earl of Cork, in his distress, took 
refuge, like Pliny, in his studies, as the best retreat from 
grief, and published, in the beginning of 1759, in one 
volume, octavo, from an original manuscript presented 
to him by a relation, “ Memoirs of the Life of Robert 
Cary, earl of Monmouth,” with a preface, and explanatory 
notes, and a short but tender dedication to his youngest 
son. It is dated Marlborough-street, January 13, 1759, 
and signed, “ Now, alas ! your only parent.” There is, 
also, as a frontispiece, engraved from an old painting by 
Marc Garrard, “The Royal Procession of queen Elizabeth, 
to visit her cousin german, Henry lord llunsdon, governor 
of Berwick.” A second edition of the Memoirs appeared 
in 1760. Mrs. Lennox was considerably indebted to lord 
Cork, in her translation of Brumoy’s Greek Theatre, pub¬ 
lished in 1759. The preface was written by him; and he 
also translated “ The Discourse upon the Theatre of the 
Greeks,” “ The Original of Tragedy,” and “ The Pa¬ 
rallel of the Theatres.” Some smaller things, of his lord¬ 
ship’s writing, are in the Gent. Mag. * On September 

* In tbe Gentleman’s Magazine, for Several of his letters are to be met with 
1741, p. 525, are some verses by lord in Swift’s Works. In Derrick's Let- 
Orrery, to Mrs. Caesar. In 1751 he ters, vol. II. p. 17, there is, likewise, 
wrote the prologue to Mallet’s Alfred, one from bis lordship to that gentle- 
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the 1 6tli, 1759, the earl of Cork lost his eldest son, 
Charles lord viscount Dungarvan, already mentioned. The 
earl survived him about three years, during which he di¬ 
vided his time between his house in Great George-street, 
Westminster, and his seat in Somersetshire. An heredi¬ 
tary 7 gout, which all his temperance could only parry, not 
subdue, put a comparatively early period to his life, at 
Marslon house, on the 16th of November, 1762, in the 
56th year of his age. His remains were deposited near to 
those of his second lady, in the burial-place of his family 
in Frome church. 

His last work was posthumous, “ Letters from Italy 7 ,” 
written in 1754 and 17.55, to William Duncombe, esq. and 
published, in 1774, by the rev. Mr. John Duncombe, who 
well knew and highly esteemed lord Cork’s talents and 
virtues. Mr. Duncombe has prefixed a life of his lord- 
ship, with the following particulars of his character: “The 
character of John earl of Cork, as a writer and as a man, 
may partly be collected from his own works, and partly 7 
from the testimonies which have been given of him by some 
of the most distinguished among his contemporaries. I 
shall only beg leave to add, that, in every domestic and 
social relation, in ail the endearing connections of life, as 
a husband, a father, a friend, a master, he had few equals. 
Tiie lustre which he received from rank and title, and from 
the personal merit of his family, he reflected back, unim¬ 
paired and undiminished ; and though * the post of honour’ 
which lie chose and preferred was * a private station,' 
though he was neither a statesman nor a soldier, like the 
first lord Cork, the first bird Orrery, and his own father; 
the rival of Palladio, like the late lord Burlington ; or the 
rival of Bacon, like Mr. Robert Boyle ; y 7 et in a general 
taste for literature, or, as they arc commonly 7 called, po¬ 
lite studies, he was by no means inferior to his ancestors. 
Being much in the great world at the beginning of bis life, 
he despised and detested it when lie arrived at years of re¬ 
flection. His constitution was never strong, and he was 
very 7 thankful that it was not so; as his health was a true 
and no very irksome excuse to avoid those scenes, by 

man, dated November 25, 17G0, and a poetical version of a number of pas- 
in the Uent. M-.cr. vol. LXII. one from sages quote.!I from the ancient classics, 
him to Dr. Birch ou Johnson's Die- there are interspersed several small 
tionary. original pieces.—See also Nicholas 

in his Translation of Pliny, besides l’oeins, vol. VII. 

V Oli. VI. B K 
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which his body would have been hurt, and his mind offend¬ 
ed. He loved truth even to a degree of adoration. He 
was a real Christian ; and. as such, constantly hoped for a 
better life, there trusting to know the real causes of those 
effects, which here struck him with wonder, but not with 
doubt.” 

Dr. Johnson, less biassed by friendship, and more dis¬ 
criminating, said of him, “ My friend, the late earl of 
Cork, had a great desire to maintain the literary character 
of his family : he was a genteel man, but did not keep up 
the dignity of his rank. He was so generally civil, that 
nobody thanked him for it.” Warburton, in his letters to 
bishop Hurd, lately published, employs the full measure 
of his coarse censure on him for publishing his character of 
Swift. 1 

BOYLE (Richard), third earl of Burlington and fourth 
earl of Cork, another branch of the illustrious family of 
Boyle, was born on the 25th of April, 16S>5 ; and was mar¬ 
ried on the 21 st of March, 1720-!, to the lady Dorothy 
Savilc, the eldest of the two daughters and co-heirs of 
William Savile, marquis of Halifax. By this lady he had 
three daughters, the youngest of whom, Charlotte, alone 
survived him. She was married to the duke of Devonshire, 
and was mother to the late duke, and grandmother to the 
present. On the 18th of June, 1730, the earl of Burling¬ 
ton was installed one of the knights’ companions of the 
most noble order of the garter; and in June 1731, he was 
constituted captain of the band of gentlemen pensioners. 
In 1732, being at the city of York, the lord mayor, alder¬ 
men, and corporation, sent a deputation to return their 
thanks to him for the favour he had done them in building 
their assembly-room, and for his otle r benefactions to the 
city, and to beg his acceptance of the freedom of it; 
which was, accordingly, presented to him in a gold box. 
In 1733, he resigned liis place of captain of the hand of 
pensioners. After this he lived retired, employing him¬ 
self in adorning bis gardens at Chiswick, and in construct¬ 
ing several pieces of architecture. Never, says lord Or- 
ford, were protection and great wealth more generously 
and more judiciously diffused than by this great person, 
who had every quality of a genius and artist, except envy. 

* Biog. Brit.—Nichols’s Bowyer.—Niebols’s INvms.—Boswell’s Life of John¬ 
son, ami Journey.—Swift’s Works, passim —Park's Royal and Noble Authors. 
—War burton's Letters, p. 6G, 69, 79, 129, 4t© edit. 
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Though his own designs were more chaste and classic than 
Kent’s, he entertained him in his house till his death, and 
was more studious to extend his friend’s fame than his own. 
Nor was his munificence confined to himself, and his own 
houses and gardens. He spent great sums in contributing 
to public works, and was known to choose that the expence 
should fall on himself, rather than that his country should 
be deprived of some beautiful edifices. His enthusiasm 
for the works of Inigo Jones was so active, that he repaired 
the church of Covent-garden, because it was the produc¬ 
tion of that great master, and purchased a gate-way of his 
at Beau fort-garden in Chelsea, and transported the iden¬ 
tical stones to Chiswick with religious attachment. With 
the same zeal for pure architecture, he assisted Kent in 
publishing the designs for Whitehall, and gave a beautiful 
edition of the antique baths from the drawings of Palladio, 
whose papers he procured with great cost. Besides his 
works on his own estate at Lanesborough in Yorkshire, he 
new fronted his house in Piccadilly, built by his father, 
and added the grand colonnade within the court. It is. 
recorded that his father being asked, why he built his house 
so far out of town ? replied, because he was determined 
to have no building beyond him. This is now in the heart 
of that part of the town. Our nobility formerly wished 
for town-houses, and not for town-neighbourhoods, but the 
latter being now obtruded upon them is probably the 
cause of their paying so little attention to the keep of their 
London-palaces. Bedford-house has been levelled to the 
ground some years, and Burlington-house is likewise said 
to be doomed to destruction. 

Lord Burlington’s house at Chiswick, the idea of which 
ivas borrowed from a well-known villa of Palladio, is a 
model of taste, though not without faults. Other works 
designedTby lord Burlington were, the dormitory at West¬ 
minster-school, the assembly-room at York, lord Harring¬ 
ton’s at Petersham (afterwards lord Camelford’s), except 
the octagon buildings at each end, which were added by 
Shepherd; the duke of Richmond’s house at Whitehall, 
and general Wade’s in Cork-street. Both these last were 
ill-contrived and inconvenient ; but the latter has so beau¬ 
tiful a front, that lord Chesterfield said, “ as the general 
could not live in it to his ease, he had better take a house 
over against it, and look at it.” Pope dedicated to him his 
Epistle IV. and addressed to him his incomparable letter on 

BB 2 
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£ Journey to Oxford with Lintot. He is also to he no¬ 
ticed with honour as the first patron of bishop Berkeley, 
whom he loved for his taste in architecture, lie died 
December 1753, qgd by his death the title of Earl of Bur¬ 
lington became extinct.—His lady, Dorothy Saville, had no 
less attachment to the arts than her lord. She drew in 
crayons, and succeeded admirably in likenesses, but work¬ 
ing with too much rapidity, did not do justice to her 
genius. 1 

BOYLE (Hamilton), earl of Cork and Orrery, the se¬ 
cond son of John, earl of Orrery, the subject of the last 
arLicle but one, was born in February 1750, and educated 
at Westminster-school, where the masterly manner in 
which he acted the part of Ignoramus, arid spoke the epi¬ 
logue, did great credit to his genius. In June 1748, he 
was matriculated at Oxford, and December following was 
admitted student of Christ-cliurch, and proceeded regularly 
to the degree of LL. B. In 1762 he succeeded his fa¬ 
ther in the earldom, his elder brother having deceased 
three years before. In 1763, he was created LL. D. by 
diploma, and at the same time appointed high steward of 
the university of Oxford. He continued student of Christ 
church on a faculty till his death, which happened at Mars- 
ton house, Jan. 17, 1764. He is recorded as an author 
from having contributed two papers to the “World,” 
drawn up with vivacity, elegance, and humour, and affording 
a proof that if his life had been continued, he would have 
added new literary honour to his celebrated name and fa¬ 
mily*. These papers are No. 60 and 170.* 

BOYLE (Henry), Lord Carleton, and lord president of 
the council in the reign of king George I. was descended 
from Richard Boyle, first earl of Cork in Ireland, and was 
third son of Charles lord Clifford of Lanesborough in the 
county of York, by Jane, youngest daughter of William 
Seymour, duke of Somerset. Being elected a member of 
the house of commons, he soon distinguished himself to 

* Among many bon-mots of Hamil- wedding*, liis son, then lord Dungar- 
ton Boyle, Mr. Duncombe recollected van, replied, that neither could he 
tbaJfollowing : bis father once wonder- conceive the reason, unless it were 
ing why the Irish peers were allowed that the Irish peer* were expected to 
fo walk at royal funerals, but not at howl. 

1 Biog. Brit, note on the preceding.—Walpole’s Painters.—Bowles’s Pope’s 
Works. 

'* Biog. Brit, vol. II. p. id.').—British Essayists, Preface to the World, v«l. 
XXVI. 
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such advantage, that in March 1700-1, he was appointed 
chancellor and under-treasurer of the exchequer by king 
William, and was admitted into a high degree of favour and 
confidence with that prince. He continued in that post 
till the 11 th of February, 1707-8, when he was made one 
of the principal secretaries of state, in the room of Robert 
Harley, esq. and was consequently one of the ministry 
when the reputation of England was carried to so great 
an height, and when the queen obtained so many successes 
in defence of the common cause of Europe. In this sta¬ 
tion he took all occasions of shewing his regard for men of 
genius and learning ; and soon after the battle of Blen¬ 
heim, was employed by the lord treasurer Godolphin, at 
the solicitation of the lord Halifax, to go to Mr. Addison, 
and desire him to write some piece, which might transmit 
the memory of that glorious victory to posterity. Mr. Ad¬ 
dison, who was at that time but indifferently lodged, was 
surprised with this visit from a person of Mr. Boyle’s rank 
and station ; who, after having acquainted him with his 
business, added, that the lord treasurer, to encourage him* 
to enter upon this subject, had already made him one of 
the commissioners of the appeals ; but entreated him to 
look upon that post only as an earnest of something more 
considerable. In short, Mr. Boyle said so many obliging 
things, and in so graceful a manner, as gave Mr. Addison 
the utmost spirit and encouragement to begin that poem, 
which he entitled “ The Campaign soon after the pub¬ 
lication of which, he was, according to Mr. Boyle’s pro¬ 
mise, preferred to a considerable post. In 1710, Mr. 
Boyle was one of the managers at the trial of Dr. Sache- 
verell ; but upon the general change of the ministry, not 
Jong after, was dismissed from the post of secretary of state; 
in which he was succeeded by Henry St. John, esq. after¬ 
wards lord viscount Bolingbroke. “ I never,” says Swift, 
* c remember such bold steps taken by a court; I am al¬ 
most shocked at it, though I did not care if they were all 
hanged.” Upon the accession of his late majesty king 
George I. in 1714, he was created a baron of this kingdom, 
by the title of baron Carleton of Carleton, in the county 
of York, and was soon after made lord president of the 
council, in which post he continued till his death, which 
happened on Sunday the 14th of March, 1724-5, at his 
house in Pall-mall, now the residence of his royal high¬ 
ness the Prince Regent. 
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Mr. Budgell tells us, that he was endowed with great 
prudence and a winning address; and that his long expe¬ 
rience in public affairs had given him a thorough know¬ 
ledge iu business, ffcle spoke frequently while he was a 
member of the house of commons; and it was allowed by 
very good judges, that he was never once known to say 
an imprudent thing in a public debate, or to hurt the 
cause which he engaged in; a circumstance peculiar to 
himself above most other speakers in so public an assembly. 
The author of the “ Spectator,” in the dedication to him 
of the third volume of that work, observes likewise, that 
there was no person, whose merit was more universally 
acknowledged by all parlies, and who had made himself 
more friends and fewer enemies : that his great abilities 
and unquestioned integrity in those high employments 
which he had passed through, would not have been able 
to have raised this general approbation, had they not been 
accompanied with that moderation in a high fortune, and 
that affability of manners, which were so conspicuous 
through all parts of his life : that his aversion to any osten¬ 
tatious arts of setting to show those great services which 
he had done the public, contributed likewise not a little to 
that universal acknowledgment which was paid him by his 
country : and that he was equally remarkable for the great 
figure which he made in the senate, as for that elegance 
and politeness, which appeared in his more retired con¬ 
versation. Davis, in his characters published under the 
name of Mackay, says of him, “ He is a good companion 
in conversation; agreeable among the ladies; serves the 
queen vtry assiduously in council; makes a considerable 
figure in the house of commons; by h:s prudent adminis¬ 
tration obliges ever}' body in the exchequer; and in time 
may prove a great man.” To this Swift added in his copy 
of the book, “ had some very scurvy qualities, particularly 
avarice.” 1 

BOYS (Fdward), a learned clergyman of the seven¬ 
teenth century, and nephew to the dean of Canterbury, 
hereafter mentioned, was of a good family in Kent, and 
was educated at Eton school, from which he was admitted 
a scholar of Corpus Christi college, Cambridge, in May 
I 620. Here he took the degree of A. B. in 1623, of A. M. 

31 Birch’s Lives.—BmlgeH’s Lives of the Boyles.—Swift’s Works, vol, XIV, 
p. 20i, XVIII. 230, edit. 1801. 
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1627, and was elected fellow in 1631. He proceeded 
B. D. and was appointed one of the university preachers in 
1634; and in 1640, was presented to the rectory of Maut- 
boy in Norfolk, upon the death of Mr. Thomas D’Engayne ; 
but before he left college, he gave to fts library a fine set 
of Binnius’s Councils. His patron was William Paston, 
esq. his friend and contemporary at college, to whose son 
sir Robert Paston, bart. of Oxnead in that county, a volume 
of his “Sermons,” Lond. 1672, 4to, was dedicated some¬ 
time after his decease, by his friend the editor, Roger 
Flynt, who had likew ise been of Bene’t college. He died 
either in 1665 or 1667, March 10. He was a much ad¬ 
mired preacher, a favourite of the bishop of Norwich (the 
celebrated Hall), and a chaplain to Charles I. His editor, 
in the preface to the above “ Sermons,” informs us that it 
was with difficulty he obtained leave of the dying author to 
make them public, and obtained it only upon condition that 
he should say nothing of him. He has, however, given a 
short, but excellent character of him. 1 

BOYS, orBOJS (John), one of the translators of the Bible 
in the reign of James I. was son of William Bois, rector of 
West-Stowe, near St. Edmundsbury, in Suffolk, and born 
at Nettlestead in that county, Jan. 3, 1560. He was taught 
the first rudiments of learning by his father; and his ca¬ 
pacity was such, that at the age of five years he read the 
Bible in Hebrew, and before he was six could write it in 
an elegant hand. He went afterwards to Hadley school, 
and at fourteen was admitted of St. John’s college, Cam¬ 
bridge, where he distinguished himself by his skill in the 
Greek ; and such was his diligence that we are told he 
would go to the university library in summer, at four in 
the morning, and remain till eight in the evening without 
any intermission. Happening to have the small-pox when 
he was elected fellow, to preserve his seniority, he caused 
himself to be carried, wrapped up in blankets, to be ad¬ 
mitted. He applied himself for sume time to the study of 
medicine, but fancying himself affected with every disease 
he read of, he quitted that science. June 21, 1583, he 
was ordained deacon, and next day, by virtue of a dispen¬ 
sation, priest. He was ten years chief Greek lecturer in 
bis college, and read every day. He voluntarily read a 
Greek lecture for some years, at four m the morning, in 


*• Masters’s Hist, of C. C. C. C. 
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his own chamber, which was frequented by many of the 
fellows. On the death of his father, he succeeded him in 
the rectory of West Stowe; but his mother going to live 
with her brother, lie resigned that preferment, though he 
might have kept it with his fellowship. At the age of 
thirty-six, he married the daughter of Mr. Holt, rector of 
Box worth, in Cambridgeshire, whom he succeeded in that 
living, 1596. On quitting the university, the college gave 
him one hundred pounds. His young wife, who was be¬ 
queathed to him with the living, which was an advowson, 
proving a bad economist, and himself being wholly im¬ 
mersed in bis studies, he soon became so much in debt, 
that he was forced to sell his choice collection of books to 
a prodigious disadvantage. The loss of his library afflicted 
him so much, that he thought of quitting his native coun¬ 
try. He was, however, soon reconciled to his wife, and 
he even continued to leave all domestic affairs to her ma¬ 
nagement. He entered into an agreement with twelve of 
the neighbouring clergy, to meet every Friday* at one of 
their houses by turns, to give, an account of their studies. 
He usually kept some young scholar in his house, to in¬ 
struct his own children, and the poorer sort of the town, 
as well as several gentlemen’s children, who were boarded 
with him. When a new translation of the Bible was, by 
James l. directed to be made, Mr. Bois was elected one of 
the Cambridge translators. He performed not only his 
own, but also the part assigned to another (part of the 
Apocrypha), with great reptitation, though with little profit; 
for he had no allowance but his commons. The king in¬ 
deed nominated him one of the fellows of his new college 
at Chelsea, but he never derived any benefit, as the 
scheme was not executed. lie was also one of the six who 
met at Stationers-hall to revise the whole translation of the 
Bible, which task they went through in nine months, hav¬ 
ing each from the company of stationers during that time 
thirty shillings a week. He afterwards assisted sir Henry 
Saville in publishing the works of St. Chrysostom, and re¬ 
ceived a present of one copy of the book, for many years 
labour spent upon it: which however was owing to the 
death of sir Henry Saville, who intended to have made 
him fellow of Eton. In 1615, Hr. Lancelot Andrews, bi¬ 
shop of Ely, bestowed on him, unasked, a prebend in his 
church. He died 1643, ip the 84th year af his age ; leav¬ 
ing a great many manuscripts behind him, particularly a 
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collation of the text of the Gospels and Acts. When he 
was a young student at Cambridge, he received from the 
learned Dr. Whitaker these three rules, for avoiding those 
distempers which usually attend a sedentary life, to which 
lie constantly adhered : the first was, to study always stand¬ 
ing ; the second, never to study in a window; the third, 
never to go to bed with his feet cold *. The work men¬ 
tioned above, which Wolfius says is “ Liber infrequentissi- 
nms et rarissime occurrens,” owing to very few copies hav¬ 
ing been printed, was entitled “ Veteris interprets cum 
Beza aliisque recentioribus Collatio in Quatuor Evange- 
liis et Apostolorum Actis, autore Johanne Boisio, Eccl. 
Eliensis Cauonico, opus auspiciis rev. Prcesulis Lancelot!, 
Winton. Episc. cseptum et perfectum,” Loud. 1655, 
12mo. 1 

BOYS (John), dean of Cantcrbmy, descended from 
John do Bosco, who entered England with the Conqueror, 
and allied to a family so opulent and extensive as to be di¬ 
vided into eight branches, each residing in their respective 
seats in the county of Kent, was born in 1571. He was 
the fourth son of Thomas Boys of Eythorne in that county, 
esq. by Christian, daughter and co-heiress of John Searies, 
of Wye, esq. Having most probably received the earlier 


* The author of his life having 
showu how indefatigable he was in his 
studies, enters into a very curious ac¬ 
count of his manner of living, which, 
for the sake of sedentary persons, de¬ 
serves to he taken notice of. lie made 
but two meals, dinner and supper, 
between which, if well, lie never so 
much .is drank. After meat he was 
very careful tn picking and rubbing 
his teeth, by which means he carried 
them almost all to his grave. After 
dinner he either sat or walked an hour 
before he went into bis study. Fasting 
he used occasionally, sometimes twice 
in a week, sometimes once in three 
week3. Towards the latter end of his 
life he would not study after supper, 
but diverted himself with cheerful con¬ 
versation for two hours, at which 
time lie would divert Ins friends with 
harmless and entertaining stories, of 
which he had a great fund. He had a 
saying in his mouth frequently, which 


he learned from Tully, viz. “ a mis¬ 
spent youth leaves a spent body to 
old age.” According to this rule, his 
person, even at the time of his de¬ 
cease, gave evidence of his having 
lived virtuously and soberly in the 
days of his youth; for his brow was 
without wrinkles, his sight was quick, 
his hearing sharp, his countenance 
fresh, his head not bald, and his body 
perfectly sound, a rupture only ex¬ 
cepted ; which accident, when it first 
befet him, a person skilled in the cure 
of that distemper, told him he could 
not survive half a year, in hopes of 
getting a considerable sum out of him 
for renewing, which he pretended was 
in his power, of a lease so near expir¬ 
ing. But the doctor, either having no 
opiniou of this man’s skill, or not think¬ 
ing his own case so desperate, declined 
his assistance, and defeated bis pre¬ 
diction, by living twenty years with¬ 
out any great inconvenience. 


1 Biog. Brit.—Peck’s Desiderata, vol. II. where is his Life by Dr. Anthony 
Walker, a very curious and interesting work.—-Peck’s Cromwell, Collections, 
f>. 94.—Watson’s Halifax, p. 400.—Wood’s Fasti, vol. I. 
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part of his education at the king’s school in Canterbury, he 
went to Cambridge in 1586, where he became a scholar of 
Corpus Christi college, and proceeded to the degree of 
M. A. in 1593. He was about this time elected to a fel¬ 
lowship of Clare-hall, wiiich is appropriated to a native of 
Kent. 

He entered on the duties of a parish priest first at Hoi- 
lingbourne in his native county, of which place, however, 
he was not the vicar, as Mr. Masters conjectures ; and to 
the inhabitants of it he dedicated his Exposition of the 
Festival Epistles and Gospels. In 1 597, he was preferred 
by his uncle, sir John Boys, who had been the patron of 
his studies at the university, to the rectory of Bettishanger 
near Deal. In the same year he was also collated by arch¬ 
bishop Whitgift to the mastership of East-bridge hospital 
in Canterbury. In 1599, the same patron presented him 
to the vicarage of Tilmanstone, adjoining to Bettishanger. 
He had now acquired the character of a distinguished the- 
ologist, and proceeded soon afterwards to the degree of 
D. D. He was likewise what then was termed “ a painful 
preacher,” one who in preaching was frequent and labori¬ 
ous, as his works testily, which were all delivered ori¬ 
ginally in the pulpit. 

His merit becoming known to James I. be was appointed 
one of the first fellows of Chelsea-eollege ; but that scheme, 
as we have had occasion to remark in the preceding arti¬ 
cle, never having been carried into execution, liis title 
was only nominal. Of this college we shall give some ac¬ 
count in the life of Dr. Sutcliffe the founder. In 1618, 
Dr. Boys was collated by archbishop Abbot to the rectory 
of Great Mongeliam, adjoining also to his benefice of Bet¬ 
tishanger, and resigned the vicarage of Tilmanstone. On 
the death of Mr. Fotherby, king James promoted him to 
the deanry of Canterbury, to which he was admitted May 
3, 1619; but this preferment he did not enjoy long, dying 
suddenly in his study Sept. 26, 1625, aged fifty-four. 

If we examine his “ Postils,” or the Defence of our 
Liturgy, we shall have reason to admire his unwearied di¬ 
ligence, and his profound knowledge; to respect him as a 
scholar and a divine. His style, indeed, partakes of the 
quaintness of the age, but upon tlie whole we think him 
less biameable on this score than some of his contempora¬ 
ries. His main object was opposition to popery. He ac¬ 
cordingly attacks the pope both with unsparing ridicule. 



BOYS. 


379 


and with elaborate argument. In a sermon preached on 
the Gunpowder treason, he introduced a parody on the 
Lord’s Prayer in Latin, t( Papa noster qui es Romae, ma- 
ledicetur nomen tuum, intereat regnum tuum, impediatur 
voluntas tua, sicut in coelo sic et in terra. Potum nostrum 
in cu:na dominica da nobis hodie, et remitte nummos 
nostros quos tibi dedimus ob indulgentias, et ne nos in- 
ducas in Ineresin, sed libera nos a miseria, quoniam tuum 
est infernum, pix et sulphur in saccula saeculorum.” Gran¬ 
ger gives this prayer in English, as if Dr. Boys had used 
it in that language, and adds, what he certainly could not 
know, that “ he gained great applause by turning the 
Lord’s Prayer into an execration.” The truth is, he only 
quoted it, saying <£ I have another prayer, and forasmuch 
as it is in Latin, &c.” It occurs in a MS. of sir Henry 
Fynes, who says he found it in an old book. Sir Henry 
Fyues was born in 1587, and Dr. Boys’s works could not 
be deemed an old book in his time. 

His “ Postils,” a series of Sermons on the book of Com¬ 
mon Prayer, Epistles, and Gospels, &c. were first pub¬ 
lished in 1614, 4to; and afterwards reprinted in folio, 
1622 and 1629, with some additional lectures. The edi¬ 
tions of 1622 and 1629 have an engraved frontispiece, with 
four portraits of the author in different attitudes. After 
his death his remains, viz. “ Certaine Sermons,” were 
printed, 1631, 4to. He is also said to have written a 
“ Defence of bishop Andrews’s Tortura Torti,” against Be- 
canus the Jesuit. The manuscript of his Postils was de¬ 
posited by his nephew Edward in the library of Bene’t col¬ 
lege, Cambridge. 

He married Angela, the daughter of Robert Bargrave 
of Bridge, in the county of Kent, esq. and sister to his 
successor dean Bargrave. She survived him many years, 
and was rudely treated by the rebels in 1642, at the age 
of eighty. To his memory a very fine monument was 
placed by her, in the dean’s chapel, in Canterbury cathe¬ 
dral, where he was buried. 1 

BOYS (William), esq. F. A. and L. S. S. was born at 
Deal in Keqt, Sept. 7, 1735; and was for many years an 
eminent surgeon at Sandwich, in the same county. He 
was the eldest of two sous of the late William Boys, esq. 

* Todd’s Beans of Canterbury.—Masters’s Hist, of C. C. C. C.—Fuller’s Wor¬ 
thies.—Wood’s Fasti, vol. I.—Granger’s History and Letters, p. 121, 204.— 
Gent. Mag. v*d. XLII. p. 60, 61. Y 



commodore by commission in the royal navy, and lieute¬ 
nant-governor of Greenwich hospital, by his wife Eliza¬ 
beth Pearson of Deal; and was descended, paternally, 
from an ancient and knightly family, who were seated at 
Bonnington, in the parish of Goodnestone, in Kent, at 
the beginning of the fourteenth century. 

Mr. Boys, early in life, shewed a strong propensity to 
cultivate literature and science. Every moment he could 
spare from his professional duties was devoted to some use¬ 
ful pursuit. Residing within a mile of Richborough, (the 
ancient JRhufupium,) he was soon led to investigate the 
history of his neighbourhood. He acquired an uncommon 
facility in decyphering ancient MSS. and inscriptions; 
and being fortunately in very easy circumstances, inde¬ 
pendently of his professional income, he was enabled to 
gratify his taste at no inconsiderable expence; and gradu¬ 
ally collected together many valuable and curious books, 
manuscripts, coins, and other antiquities. He likewise ap¬ 
plied himself with great zeal and success to the study of 
natural history; to mathematics, astronomy, and other 
branches of philosophy. In 1786 he circulated, among 
his friends, proposals to print, privately, “ Collections for 
a History of Sandwich, with notices of the other Cinque 
ports; and of Richborough.” Disclaiming all views of 
profit, he proposed to fix such a price on the work as 
should merely defray the expence of printing and engrav¬ 
ing ; and so conscientiously did he adhere to this proposal, 
that, after the distribution of the book, he found himself 
a considerable loser. A part of the volume (printed at the 
Canterbury press) appeared in 1788; and a second part, 
completing this elaborate and valuable work, in 1722; 
making together a volume in quarto of 877 pages. 

This was his principal literary production ; but being of 
a most liberal and communicative disposition, he was at 
all times ready to assist his friends with hints and observa¬ 
tions on any subject which had engaged his attention. 
Thus, in 17S3, we find him communicating to the late rev. 
John Duncombe some “ Observations on the Antiquities 
of Reculver ;** which are inserted by that writer in his His¬ 
tory of Reculver and Herne: and, in 1784, appeared a 
small work of 25 pages in quarto, with three plates, en¬ 
titled “A Collection of the minute and rare Shells lately 
discovered in the sand of the sea-shore near Sandwich, by 
Wiliam Boys, esq. F. S. A. considerably augmented, and 
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$,11 their figures accurately drawn, as magnified with the 
microscope, by George Walker, bookseller at Faversham 
which in the preface is candidly acknowledged, by the 
editor, to be the joint production of Mr. Boys and himself, 
assisted by their common friend, the late Edward Jacob, 
esq. of Faversham. Plancus, in a treatise “ De Conchis 
minus notis,” printed at Venice in 1739, is .the only writer 
who had before described shells so minute as those which 
are the subject of Mr. Walker’s work. 

In 1787, Mr. Boys printed, in 40 pages quarto, an af¬ 
fecting narrative, drawn up by his father, lieutenant-go¬ 
vernor ^oys, and left by him in manuscript (a copy of 
which has since been inserted in the History of Greenwich 
Hospital), entitled, “ An account of the Loss of the Lux- 
borough Galley by Fire, on her voj’age from Jamaica to 
London, with the sufferings of her crew, in the year 1727; 
by William Boys, second mate to which he added a 
preface and an appendix containing some additional anec¬ 
dotes of the sufferers. 

In 1792, Mr. Boys communicated to the society of anti¬ 
quaries “ Observations on Kits-Coity house in Kent,” which 
have been inserted in the Archacologia, vol. XI. ; and Mr. 
Pennant, Dr. Latham, and many other antiquaries and na¬ 
turalists in their respective works acknowledge their obli¬ 
gations for assistance contributed by him. Dr. Latham, in 
his Index Ornithologicus, has given his name to a hew spe¬ 
cies of Fern communicated by Mr. Boys. In 1787 Mr. 
Boys was appointed surgeon to the sick and wounded sea¬ 
men at Deal; but this appointment, during the progress of 
the late war, was found to require so much of his time 
and attention that in 179G lie was induced to relin¬ 
quish entirely his medical practice at Sandwich, and to 
reside near the naval hospital at Walmer till 1799, when 
the commissioners of the sick and hurt office accepted his 
resignation of the office of surgeon of the hospital, and ap¬ 
pointed to it his fourth son, Edward Boys, M. D. who now 
holds it. At this period he returned to Sandwich, but with 
ver^ impaired health. In the month of February of that 
year, he had a slight attack of apoplexy, and in December 
following, another and more alarming paroxysm occurred, 
from the effects of which he did not recover for nine or ten 
mouths. On the 2d of March 1 803, his servant, on coming 
into the parlour where he was sitting after breakfast, found 
bim fallen back in his chair in. a state of apoplexy, lie 
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remained in this state, but with symptoms which, for some 
days, at intervals, encouraged his friends to hope that he 
might still recover, till the 15th of the same month in the 
afternoon, when he placidly breathed his last. 

He was for many years a very useful magistrate of the 
town in which he resided; having been elected a jurat of 
Sandwich in 1761, and served the of ; ee of mayor in 1767 
and 1782. In 1775, when the corporation found it expe¬ 
dient to oppose an intended act of parliament for draining 
the general valleys of East Kent, on the grounds that the 
remedy proposed to be adopted mi without effecting 
the professed object of the* bill, prejudice, if not* totally 
destroy, the haven and harbour of Sandwich ; Mr. Boys 
drew up a very sensible memorial on the subject, which 
was printed in 4to at the Canterbury press, but without his 
name, under the title of “ The Case of the inhabitants and 
corporation of the town and port of Sandwich, in the 
county of Kent, touching a bill lately brought into the 
house of commons, to enable the commissioners of sewers, 
for several limits in the eastern parts of the. county of Kent, 
more effectually to drain and improve the lands within the 
general valleys.” The attention he paid to this subject ren¬ 
dered him afterwards very useful as one of the commis¬ 
sioners of sewers for East Kent, at whose meetings lie was 
a constant attendant as long as his health permitted. 

He was twice married, first in 1759, to Elizabeth, daugh¬ 
ter of Mr. Ilcnry Wise, jurat of Sandwich, who died in 
1761, by whom lie had a son and daughter : and secondly, 
in 1762, to Jane, daughter of Thomas fuller, esq. and co¬ 
heiress of her uncle John Paratnor, esq. of Statcnborougb, 
who died in 17 83, and by whom he had eight children. An 
elegant mural monument has been erected in the parish 
church of St. Clement at Sandwich, by his family, witli a 
Latin inscription '. 

BOYSE (Joseph,) a protestant dissenting minister, was 
born at Leeds in Yorkshire, in January, lb59-60. After 
early instruction under the care of his parents, he received 
the first part of his education for the ministry at the pr^ate 
academy of the rev. Mr. Frankland, near Kendal, in West- 
moreiaud, and completed it under the tuition of the rev. 
Mr. Edward Veal, who kept a private academy at Stepney, 
near London. Having continued in these seminaries five 
years, and availed himself of the opportunities which he 

* Gent. Mag, vol. LXXiH. p. 293, 421, and vol. LXXXI1. part I. p. 307. 
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enjoyed in the latter situation of attending on the preaching 
of many able divines, both conformists and non-conformists, 
lie entered on the exercise of his ministry about the year 
1680. Iii 1683, finding that he could not discharge the 
duties of bis function in England without molestation, he 
accepted an invitation to be joint pastor with Mr. (after¬ 
wards Dr.) Daniel Williams, in Dublin; and had afterwards 
for tiis coadsvfor the rev. Mr. Thomas Emlyn, so well known 
for his writings ami his sufferings. This connection sub¬ 
sisted for niore than ten years with mutual friendship and 
uninterrupted harmony ; but it was at length dissolved in 
consequence of Mr. Emlyn’s sentiments concerning the 
doctrine of the Trinity. Oil this occasion the zeal of Mr. 
Boy.se for the orthouox led him to take some steps that were 
thought injurious to his former colleague, and inconsistent 
with the friendship that had subsisted between them ; 
though he disapproved the prosecution which Mr. Emlyn 
suffered, and behaved towards him with a greater degree of 
kindness than any of the other dissenting ministers of Dub¬ 
lin. The latter years of Mr. Boyse’s life were embittered 
by bodily disorders and straitened circumstances. His 
funeral sermon was preached in December, 1728 ; but the 
precise time of his death is not known. He was considered 
as a pious, learned, and useful divine; assiduous in the ex¬ 
ercise of his ministry, and in his conduct generally es¬ 
teemed. He had a principal concern in promoting the act 
of toleration in Ireland, liis works were published in 1728, 
in 2 vols. fol. The first contains 71 sermons, 6 disserta¬ 
tions on the doctrine of justification, and a paraphrase on 
those passages of the New Testament which chiefly relate to 
that doctrine. One of his sermons, originally printed se¬ 
parately, on “the Office of a Christian Bishop,” was or¬ 
dered to he burnt by the Irish parliament in Nov. 1711. 
Tne second volume contains several pieces, of which the 
principal isa“ Vindication of the true Deity of our blessed 
Saviour,” in answer to Mr. Emlyn’s “ Humble inquiry into 
the Scripture account of Jesus Christ, &c.” As Mr. 
Boys o’s answer was published at the time when Mr. Emlyn 
was under prosecution for his sentiments, his conduct did 
not escape censure from the friends of Emlyn, who did not 
think it candid, liberal, or ingenuous*. 

BOYSE (Samuel), the only son of the preceding, and 
whose life affords an excellent moral, was born m the year 


1 Biog. Brit.—Swift.’. Wark*, vol. XI. p. 194. 
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1708, and after receiving the rudiments of education in 
a private school in Dublin, was sent at the age of eighteen 
to the university of Glasgow. Iiis father’s intention was, 
that he might cultivate the studies that are preparatory to 
entering into the ministry, but before he hud resided many 
months at Glasgow, he contracted an attachment for a Miss 
Atchenson, the daughter of a tradesman in that city, and 
married her about a year after, probably without the con¬ 
sent of the parents on either side. By this imprudent, 
match his studies were in some measure interrupted, and 
his expenses increased. The family of his wif£ were either 
unwilling or unable to support their new relation, and he 
soon found it necessary to repair to Dublin in hopes of re¬ 
ceiving assistance from his father. On this expedition he 
was accompanied by his wife and her sister; but notwith¬ 
standing this additional incumbrance, and the general le¬ 
vity of his conduct, his father received him with kindness, 
and out of the scanty and precarious income which he de¬ 
rived from his congregation by voluntary subscriptions, and 
from a small estate of eighty pounds a year in Yorkshire, 
endeavoured to maintain his son, and to reclaim him to the 
prosecution of his studies. Tenderness like this, however, 
which only to mention is to excite gratitude, produced no 
corresponding effects on our poet, who abandoned his mind 
and time to dissipation and idleness, without a thought of 
what he owed to his father or to himself. In this course too 
he was unhappily encouraged by the girl he married, who, 
while she imposed upon the good old man by a show of de¬ 
cency, and even sanctity, became in fact devoid of all 
shame, and at length shared her favours with other men, 
and that not without the knowledge of her husband, who is 
said to have either wanted resolution to resent her infidelity, 
or was reconciled by a share of the profits of his dishonour. 
Such a connection and such a mind, at an age when the 
manly and ingenuous feelings are usually strongest, may 
easily account for the miseries of his subsequent life. 

His father died in the year 1728, and his whole property 
having been exhausted in the support of his sou, the latter 
repaired in 1730 to Edinburgh, where his poetical genius 
raised him many friends and some patrons of considerable 
eminence, particularly the lords Stair, Tweedale, and 
Stormont; and there is some reason to think that he was 
occasionally entertained at their houses. In 1731, he pub¬ 
lished a volume of poems, to which was subjoined a trausla- 
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kion of the Tablature of Cebes, and a Letter Upon Liberty 
which had been before published in the Dublin Journal. 
This volume, which was addressed to the countess of Eg- 
linton, a lady of great accomplishments, procured him 
much reputation. He also wrote an elegy on the viscountess 
S.tormont, entitled, “ The Tears of the Muses,” in com¬ 
pliment to her ladyship’s taste as a patroness of poets. 
Lord Stormont was so much pleased with this mark of re¬ 
spect to the memory of his lady, that he ordered a hand¬ 
some present to be made to the author, whom, however, it 
was not easy to find. Such was Boyse’s unsocial turn and 
aversion to decent company, that his person was known 
only among the lower orders, and Lord Stormont’s gene¬ 
rous intention would have been frustrated, if his agent had 
not put an advertisement into the papers desiring the author 
of “ The Tears of the Muses” to call upon him. By means 
of lady Eglinton and lord Stormont, Boyse became known 
to the duchess of Gordon, who likewise was a person of li¬ 
terary taste, and cultivated the correspondence of some of 
the most eminent poets of her time. She was so desirous 
to raise Boyse above necessity, that she employed her in¬ 
terest in procuring the promise of a place for him; and 
accordingly gave him a letter, which he was next day to 
deliver to one of the commissioners of the customs at Edin¬ 
burgh. “ But it unluckily happened that he was then some 
miles distant from the city, and the morning on which he 
was to have ridden to town with her grace’s letter, proved 
to be rainy. This trivial circumstance was sufficient to dis- 
eourage Boyse, who was never accustomed to look beyond 
the present moment: he declined going to town on account 
of the rainy weather; and while he let slip the opportu¬ 
nity, the place was bestowed upon another, which the com¬ 
missioner declared he kept for some time vacant, in expecta¬ 
tion of seeing a person recommended by the duchess of 
Gordon.” 

Such is the story of this disappointment in which all 
Boyse’s biographers have acquiesced, although it is not 
very consistently told. If the commissioner kept the place 
open for some time , which seems to imply weeks, Boyse 
might have easily repaired the neglect of not presenting his 
letter next day ; but the truth perhaps was that he disliked 
the offer of regular employment, and loitered about until 
he could pretend that it was no longer in his choice. It is 
You VI. C c 
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certain that this as well as every other kind intention of his 
patrons in Scotland, were defeated by his perverse conduct, 
and that he remained at Edinburgh until contempt and po- 
verty were followed by the dread of a jail. 

While any prospect, however, remained of a more advan¬ 
tageous lot, be could still depend on the friends who first 
noticed him, and he had no sooner communicated his design 
of going to England, than the duchess of Gordon gave him 
a recommendatory letter to Mr. Pope, and obtained another 
for him to sir Peter King, then lord chancellor. Lord Stor¬ 
mont also recommended him to his brother, the solicitor ge¬ 
neral, afterwards the celebrated lord Mansfield. On his ar- 
rnai in London,in 1737, he waited on Pope*, but, as he hap¬ 
pened to he from home, he never repeated the visit. By the 
lord chancellor he is said 10 have been received with kindness, 
am; to have occasionally been admitted to his lordship’s ta¬ 
ble: so sordid were his habits, however, and such his aver¬ 
sion to polite company, that this latter part of his history, 
wh;ch lie used to relate himself, has been doubted by those 
who live; near enough to the time to have known the fact. 
But whatever advantage he derived from the rccommenda- 
tious he brought from Scotland, it does not appear that it 
made any alteration in his habits. In Loudon he was soon 
reduced to indigence, from which he attempted no means 
of extricating himself, hut by writing complimentary po¬ 
ems, or mendicant letters, except that he frequently ap¬ 
plied for assistance to some of the more eminent dissenters, 
from whom he received many benefactions, in consequence 
of the respect which they paid to the memory of his father. 
Bui such supplies were soon dissipated in the lowest gratifi¬ 
cations, and his friends were at length tired of exerting their 
bounty that was so useless to the object of it. The author 
of his life in Cibber’s work informs us, that often, when 
lie had received half a guinea, in consequence of a suppli¬ 
cating letter, he would go into a tavern, order a supper to 
he prepared, drink of the richest wines, and spend all the 
money that had been just given him in charity, without 
having any one to participate and regale with him, and 
while his wife and child were starving at home. 

About the year 1738 he published a second volume of 
poems, but with what success is not known ; and, as he did 

* There is some reason to think that been ashamed to have written. Boyse ' 
he afterwards known to Pope, who complains 10 one. of his correspondents 
aeki.O'f'i dged 'hat there were lines in that nothin); was approved of, unless 
his Dcrrr which be should not have sanctioned by the infallibility of a Pers, 
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not put his name to this volume, his biographer has not • 
been able to find any mention- of it. In the year J 740: he 
was reduced to the lowest state of,, poverty, having no clothes 
left in whicii he could appear abroad ; and what bare sub¬ 
sistence he procured was by writing occasional poems for 
the magazines. Of the disposition of his apparel, Mr. Ni¬ 
chols received from Dr. Johnson, who knew him well, the 
following account. He used to pawn what he had of this 
sort, and it was no sooner redeemed by his friends, than 
pawned again. On one occasion Dr. Johnson collected a 
sum of money for this purpose*, and in two days the clothes 
were pawned again. In this state lie remained in bed, with 
no other covering than a blanket, with two holes, through 
which he passed his arms when he sat up to write. The au¬ 
thor of his life in Cibber, adds, that when his distresses 
were so pressing as to induce him to dispose of his shirt, he 
used to cut some while paper in slips, which he tied round 
his wrists, and in the same manner supplied his neck. In 
this plight lie frequently appeared abroad, while his other 
apparel was scarcely sufficient for the purposes of decency. 

While in this wretched state, he published “The Deity,’* 
a poem f, which was highly praised by some of the best 
critics of the age. Among those whose praise was of con¬ 
siderable value, Hervey introduced the mention of it in his 
Meditations, “as a beautiful .and instructive poem and 
Fielding, in his Tom Jones, after extracting a. few lines, 
adds that they are taken from “a very noble poem called 
the Deity, published about nine years ago (1749), and long 
since buried in oblivion ; a proof that good books no more 
than good men, do always survive the bad.” These enco¬ 
miums tended to revive the poem, of whiqh a third edition 
was published in 1752 ; anil it has since been reprinted in 
various collections it. An account of the Deity was sent to 
the Gentleman’s Magazine, and, although not inserted, 


* “ The sum (said Johnson) was col¬ 
lected by sixpences, at a time when to 
me sixpence was a serious considera¬ 
tion.” Boswell’s Life of Johnson. 

-f- The Deity was published in 1740, 
as appears by the notices of books in 
the (lentleman’s Magazine, yet in a 
letter from the author to sir Hans 
Sloane, now in the British Museum, 
dated Feb. 14, 1738-9, he reminds sir 
Hans, who denied any knowledge of 
him, that he had sent him this poem. 
Probably Eoysc seut copies in this way 


to gentlemen likely to make him a pre¬ 
sent, before the time of general publi¬ 
cation. This letter, it must be added, 
concludes with returning a shilling 
which sir Hans Sloane had sent him, 
as it was not a good one. 

J Fielding’s respect for this poem 
was uniform. He praised it in a perio¬ 
dical paper called The Champion, dated 
Feb. 12, 1739-40, but at the same time 
points out its defects, and S"ems to ob¬ 
ject to the author’s orthodoxy. 
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was probably the means of Boyse’s introduction to Mr. 
Cave, from whom he obtained some supplies for writing 
and translating in that journal between the years 1741 and 
1743. Cave's practice was to pay by the hundred lines,' 
which after a while he wanted poor Boyse to make what is 
called the long hundred . His usual signature for his poems 
was Y. or Alc&us. When in a spunging-house in Grocer’s- 
alley, in the Poultry, he wrote the following letter to Cave, 
which was communicated by the late Mr. Astle to the edi¬ 
tor of the Biographia Britan nica. 

“ Inscription for St. Lazarus’ Cave. 

Hodie, teste coclo summo, 

Sine panno, sine numrno, 

Sorte positus infests, 

Scribo tibi dolens mrestd: 

Fame, bile, tumetjecur, 

Ukbane, mitteopem, prccor; 

Tibi enim cor humanum 
Non k malis alienum: 

Mihi mens nec male grata. 

Pro k te favore data. 

Ex gehenna debitoria, Alcjeus, 

Vulgo domo spongiatoria. 

** Sir, 

“ I wrote you yesterday an account of my unhappy case. 
I am every moment threatened to be turned out here, be¬ 
cause I have not money to pay for my bed two nights past, 
which is usually paid before-hand, and I am loth to go into 
the Compter ’till I can see if my affair cun possibly be made 
up : I hope therefore you will have the humanity to send me 
half a guinea for support, ’till I finish your papers in my 
hands.—The Ode to the British Nation I hope to have done 
to-day, and want a proof copy of that part of Stowe you 
design for the present magazine, that it may be improved 
as far as possible from your assistance. Your papers are but 
ill transcribed. I agree with you as to St. Augustine’s Cave. 
I humbly entreat your answer, having not tasted any thing 
since Tuesday evening I came here, and my coat will be 
taken off my back for the charge of the bed, so that 1 must 
go into prison naked, which is too shocking for me te 
think of. 

“ I am, with sincere regard, Sir, 

Your unfortunate humble servant. 
Crown Coffee-house, Grocers- S. Boyse. 

alley. Poultry, July 21, 1742. 
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“July 21, 1742. 

u Received from Mr. Cave the sum of half a guinea, by 
fce, in confinement. S. BoYS£. 

“ 105. 6d. Seut. 

“ I send Mr. Van Karen’s Ode on Britain.” 

To Mr. Cave, at St. John’s-gate, Clerkenwell.” 

The Ode on the British Nation, mentioned here, is a 
translation from Van Karen, a Dutch poet, from whose 
works he translated some other passages. The “ part of 
Stowe” was a part of his poem on lord Cobham’s gardens. 

The greater number of the poems which he wrote for the 
Gentleman’s Magazine during the years above mentioned, 
are reprinted in the late edition of the English Poets ; but 
all of his fugitive pieces were not written for the magazine, 
some of them having been composed long before he had 
formed a connection with Cave, and, as there is reason to 
believe, sent in manuscript to such persons as were likely 
to make him a pecuniary return. 

By a letter to Dr. Birch *, dated Oct. 23, 1742, it ap¬ 
pears that lie had, among many similar projects, an in¬ 
tention of publishing a translation of Voltaire’s poetical 
works, and sent to the Doctora specimen of three of his Ethic 
epistles. On the next day, he sent another letter suppli¬ 
cating assistance, and assuring Dr. Birch that his distress 
was not in any way the effect of his own misconduct! In a 
letter dated Nov. 5, after acknowledging Dr. Birch’s kind¬ 
ness to him, and urging him to make his case known to 
others, he gives the following account of himself: 

“ I am, Sir, the only son of Mr. Boyse of Dublin, a man 
whose character and writings are well known. My father 
died in 1728 in very involved circumstances, so that I had 
nothing left to trust to, but a liberal education. In 1730 I 
removed to Edinburgh, where I published a Collection of 
Poems with a translation of the Tablature of Cebes. After 
some years stay there, and many disappointments, I came 
in 1737 to London, where I have done several essays in the 
literary way (chiefly poetry) with but slender encourage¬ 
ment. Mr. Cave, for whose magazine I have done many 
things, and at whose desire I removed to this neighbour¬ 
hood (St. John’s-court, Clerkenwell,} has not used me so 
kindly as the sense he expressed of my eervices gave me 
reason to expect. Learning, however it may be a conso- 


* MSS. Birch, 4301, i* Brit. Mua. 
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Nation under affliction, is no security against the common 
calamities of life. I think myself capable of business in 
the literary way', but by my late necessities am unhap¬ 
pily’ reduced to an incapacity of going abroad to seek it. 
I have reason to believe, could 1 wait on lord Halifax 
(which a small matter would enable me to do) I should re¬ 
ceive some gratuity' for my dedication, so as to make me 
easy. This is all the hope I have left to save me from the 
ruin that seems to threaten me if I continue longer in the 
condition I am in : and as I should be willing most grate¬ 
fully to repay any assistance I might receive out of my 
lord’s bounty, so I should ever retain a deep impression of 
the obligation. I humbly beg you will forgive this liberty, 
and believe me, with the greatest gratiin.ie and esteem, 

“ Y. ova, &c. 

“ P. S. Mrs. Boy'se has so deep a sens- of your goodness 
that it is with difficulty she undertakes :bis.” 

Mrs. Boyse was generally employed in conveying his let¬ 
ters of this description, arid if she felt so much on deliver¬ 
ing the above, her feelings were again tried on the 16th of 
the same month, when Boy’se sent another importunate 
letter, which Dr. Birch probably’ found it necessary to dis¬ 
regard. When he had thus exhausted the patience of some, 
he made attempts on the humanity of others by yet meaner 
expedients. One of these was to employ his wife in cir¬ 
culating a report that he was just expiring; and many of 
his friends were surprized to meet the man in the streets 
to-day, to whom they had yesterday’ sent relief, as to a 
person on the verge of dissolution. Proposals for works 
written, or to be-written, was a more common trick : besides 
the translation of Voltaire, we find him, in one of his let¬ 
ters, thanking sir Hans Sloane’s goodness in encouraging 
his proposals for a life of sir Francis Drake. But these ex¬ 
pedients soon lost their effect: his friends became ashamed 
of his repeated frauds and general meanness of conduct, 
and could only mix with their contempt some hope that his 
brain ivis disordered. * 

In i 743, he published without his name, an ode on the 
battle of Dettingen, entitled “ Albion’s Triumph,” a frag¬ 
ment of which is printed in the last edition of the Poets. 
In 1745 we find him at Reading, where he was employed 
by the late ?Jr. David Henry in compiling a work, pub¬ 
lished in 174?, in two volumes octavo, under the title of 
“ An historical Review of the Transactions of Europe, 
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from the commencement of the war with Spain in 1739 to 
the insurrection in Scotland in 1745; with the proceedings 
in parliament, and the most remarkable domestic occur¬ 
rences during that period. To which is added. An impar¬ 
tial History of the late Rebellion, interspersed with cha¬ 
racters and memoirs, and illustrated with notes.” To this 
he affixed his name, with the addition of. M. A. a degree 
wiiich it is probable be assumed without authority. The 
work, -however, considered as a compilation of recent and 
consequently very imperfectly-known events, is said to 
possess considerable merit. In a letter, published by Mr. 
Nichols, we have some information relative to <r, and to 
the present state of his mind and situation.—“ My salary 
is wretchedly small (half a guinea a week) both for writing 
the history and correcting the press; but 1 bless G id I 
enjoy a greater degree of health than I have known for 
many years, and a serene melancholy, which I prefer to 
the mo>t poignant sensations of pleasure I ever knew.—All 
3 sigh for is a settlement, w.th some degree of independ¬ 
ence, for my last stage of life, that 1 may have the couuort 
of my poor dear girl to be near me, and close my eyes. 
I should be glad to know if you have seen my history, from 
which you must not expect great things, as I have been 
over-persuaded to put my name to a composure, for which 
we ought to have had at least more time and better ma¬ 
terials, and trom which I have neither profit nor reputation 
to expect. 1 am now beginning ‘ The History- of the 
Rebellion,’ a very difficult and invidious task. All the 
accounts I have yet seen are either defective, confused, 
or heavy. I think iny.se*f, from my long residence in Scot¬ 
land, not unqualified for the attempt, but I apprehend it 
is premature; and, by waiting a year or two, better ma¬ 
terials would offer. Some account, I think, will probably 
be published abroad, and give us light into many things 
we are now at a loss to account for. 1 am about a trans¬ 
lation (at my leisure hours) of an invaluable French work, 
entitled ‘ L’Histoire Universelle,’ by the late M. Bossuet, 
bishop of Meaux, and preceptor to the dauphin, eldest 
son of Lewis XIV. 1 propose only to give his dissertations 
on the ancient empires, viz. the Egyptian, Assyrian, Gre¬ 
cian, and Roman, which he has described with surprising 
conciseness, and with equal judgment and beauty. I de¬ 
sign to inscribe it to the rigtit honourable Mr. Lyttelton, 
one of the lords of the treasury, one of the most amiable 



*93 B O Y S E. 

tiien I have ever known, and to whose unconn non good¬ 
ness, if you knew my obligations, you would esteem him 
as much as he deserves.” 

During his residence at Reading, his wife died, and 
notwithstanding the good sense expressed in the above 
letter, he put on airs of concern on this occasion, which 
inclines us to think that intemperance had in some degree 
injured his reason. Being unable to purchase mourning, 
he tied a piece of black ribbon round the neck of a lap- 
dog which he carried about in his arms; and when in li¬ 
quor, he always indulged a dream of his Wife’s being still 
alive, and would talk very spitefully of those by whom he 
suspected she was entertained. This he' never mentioned, 
however, but in his cups, which was as often as he had 
money to spend. The manner, it is added, by his bio¬ 
grapher, of his becoming intoxicated, was very particular. 
As he had no spirit to keep good company, he retired to 
some obscure alehouse, and regaled himself with hot two¬ 
penny, which, though he drank in very great quantities, 
yet he had never more than a pennyworth at a time. Such 
a practice rendered him so completely sottish, that his 
abilities, as an author, were sensibly impaired. 

After his return from Reading, bis behaviour, it is said, 
became so decent, that hopes were entertained of his re¬ 
formation. He now obtained some employment from the 
booksellers in translating, of which, from the French lan¬ 
guage at least, he was very capable ; but his former irre¬ 
gularities had gradually undermined his constitution, and 
enfeebled his powers both of body and mind. He died, 
after a lingering illness, in obscure lodgings near Shoe- 
lane, in the month of May 1749. The manner of his death 
is variously related. Mr. Giles, a collector of poems, says 
he was informed by Mr. Sandhy, the bookseller, that Boyse 
was found dead in his bed, with a pen in his hand, and in 
the act of writing : and Dr. Johnson informed Mr. Nichols 
that he was run over by a coach, when in a fit of intoxica¬ 
tion ; or that he was brought home in such a condition as 
to make this probable, but too far gone to be able to give 
any account of the accident. 

Another of Mr. Nichols’s correspondents produces a 
letter from Mr. Stewart, the son of a bookseller at Edin¬ 
burgh, who had long been intimately acquainted with Mr-. 
Boyse, in which the particulars of bis death are related in 
a different manner. 
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xc Poor Mr. Boyse was one evening last winter attacked 
in Westminster by two or three soldiers, who not ouly 
robbed him, but used him so barbarously, that- he never 
recovered the bruises he received, which might very pro¬ 
bably induce the consumption of which he died. About 
nine months before his death he married a cutler’s widow, 
a native of Dublin, with whom he had no money; but she 
proved a very careful nurse to him during his lingering 
indisposition. She told me, that Mr. Boyse never ima¬ 
gined he was dying, as he always was talking of his reco¬ 
very ; but, perhaps, his design in this might be to comfort 
her, for one incident makes me think otherwise. About 
four or five weeks before he breathed his last, his wife 
went out in the morning, and was surprised to find a great 
deal of burnt papers upon the hearth, which he told her 
were old bills and accompts; but I suppose were his ma¬ 
nuscripts, which he had resolved to destroy, for nothing 
of that kind could be found after his death. Though from 
this circumstance it may be inferred that he was appre¬ 
hensive of death, yet, I must own, that he never intimated 
it to me, nor did he seem in the least desirous of any 
spiritual advice. For some months before his end, he had 
left olF drinking all fermented liquors, except now and 
then a glass of wine to support his spirits, and that he 
took very moderately. After his death I endeavoured all 
I could to get him decently buried, by soliciting those 
dissenters who were the friends of him and his father, but 
to no purpose; for only Dr. Grosvenor, in Hoxton-square, 
a dissenting teacher, offered to join towards it. He had 
quite tired out those friends in his life-time ; and the ge¬ 
neral answer that I received was, “ That such a contribu¬ 
tion was of no service to him, for it was a matter of no im¬ 
portance how or where he was buried.” As I found no¬ 
thing could be done, our last resource was an application 
to the parish; nor was it without some difficulty, occa¬ 
sioned by the malice of liis landlady, that we at last got 
him interred on the Saturday after he died. Three more of 
Mr. Johnson’s amanuenses, and myself, attended the corpse 
to the grave. Such was the miserable end of poor Sam, 
who was obliged to be buried in the same charitable man¬ 
lier with his first wife; a burial, of which he had often 
mentioned his abhorrence.” 

Although there is too much reason to believe that no 
part of Boyse’s character has been misrepresented in the 
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preceding narrative, he must not be deprived of the evi¬ 
dence which Mr. Nichols's correspondent has advanced in 
his favour. He assures us that he knew him from the year 
1732 to the time of his death.; and that he never saw any 
thing in his wife’s conduct that deserved censure ; th it he 
was a man of learning; and when m company with those 
by whom he was not awed, an entertaining companion ; 
but so irregular and inconsistent in his conduct, that it 
appeared as if he had been actuated by two different souls 
on different occasions. These last accounts are in some 
degree confirmed by the writer of his life in Cibber’s col¬ 
lection, who says that while JBoyse was in his last illness 
lie had no notion of his approaching end, nor “ did he 
expect it until it was almost past the thinking of.” His 
mind, indeed, was often reli -iously .disposed; he fre¬ 
quently thought upon that subject; and probably suffered 
a great deal trom the remorse of his conscience. The early 
impressions of his good education were never entirely 
obliterated; and his whole life was a continual struggle 
between his will and reason, as he was always violating his 
duty to the one, while he fell under the subjection of the 
other. It was, adds "the same author, in consequence of 
this war in his mind, that he wrote a beautiful poem called 
“ Recantation 

Such was the life of a man whose writings, as far as we 
have been able to discover them, are uniformly in favour of 
virtue, remarkable for justness of sentiment on every sub¬ 
ject in which the moral character is concerned, and not 
nnfrequently for the loftiness and dignity which mark the 
effusions of a pure and independent mind. To reconcile 
such a train of thought with his life, with actions utterly 
devoid of shame or delicacy, or to apologize for the latter 
with a view to remove the inconsistency between the man 
and his writings, if not impossible, must at least be left to 
those who huve no scruple to tell us that genius is an apo¬ 
logy for all moral defects, and that none but the plodding 
prudent sons of duiness would reveal or censure the vices 
of a favourite poet. Such is already the inttu nee of this 
perversion of the powers of reasoning, that if it is much 
longer indulged, no men will be thought worthy • >! com¬ 
passion or apology, but th. se who err against knowledge 
and principle, who act wrong and know better. 

* This p<>em, like many other productions of this writer, is not npw to be 
found, unless by accident. 
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The life of Boyse, however, as it has been handed down 
to us, without any affected palliation, wiil not be wholly 
useless if it in any degree contribute to convince the dis¬ 
sipated and thoughtless of what dissipation and thought¬ 
lessness must inevitably produce. It is much to be re¬ 
gretted, that they who mourn over the misfortunes of ge¬ 
nius have been too frequently induced by the artifice of 
partial biog uphers, to suppose that misery is the inse¬ 
parable lot ui‘ men of distinguished talents, and that the 
world has no rewards for those by whom it has been in¬ 
structed or delighted, except poverty and neglect. Such 
is the propensity of some to murmur without reason, and 
of others to sympathize without discrimination, that this 
unfair opinion of mankind might be received as unanswer¬ 
able, if we had no means of looking more closely into the 
lives of those who are said to have been denied that ex¬ 
traordinary indulgence to which they laid claim. Where 
the trutn has been honestly divulged, however, we shall 
find that of the complaints which lenity or affectation have 
encouraged and exaggerated in narrative, some will appear 
to have very little foundation, and others to be trifling 
and capricious. Men of genius have no right to expect 
more favourable consequences from imprudence and vice 
than what are common to the meanest of mankind. What¬ 
ever estimate they may have formed of their superiority, 
if they pass the limits allotted to character, happiness, or 
health, they must not hope that the accustomed rules of 
society are to be broken, or the common process of nature 
is to be suspended, in order that they may be idle without 
poverty, or intemperate without sickness. Yet the lives of 
men celebrated for literary and especially for poetical ta¬ 
lents, afford many melancholy examples of these delusions, 
which, if perpetuated by mistaken kindness, cannot add 
any thing to genius but a fictitious privilege, which it is 
impossible to vindicate with seriousness, or exert with 
impunity. 

If the life of Boyse be considered with a reference to 
these remarks, it wifi be found that he was scarcely ever 
in a situation of distress, of which he could justly complain. 
He exhausted the patience of one set of friends after 
another, with su» h unfeeling contempt and ingratitude, 
that we are not to wonder at his living the precarious-life 
of an outcast, of a man who belongs to no society, and 
whom no society is bound to,maintain. Among his patrons 
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were many persons of high rank and opulence, whom he 
rendered ashamed of their patronage, and perhaps pre¬ 
vented from the exercise of general kindness, lest it might 
be disgraced by the encouragement of those who dissipate 
every favour in low and wanton excesses. 

What can be urged in his favour from internal evidence 
ought not to be concealed. We do not find in his works 
much of the cant of complaint: and, although be sub¬ 
mitted to every mean art of supplication, he does not seem 
to have resented a denial as an insult, nor to have taken 
much pains to make the worse appear the better cause. In 
his private letters, indeed, he sometimes endeavoured by 
false professions and imaginary misfortunes, to impose 
upon others, but he did not impose upon himself. He 
had not perverted his own mind by any of the impious 
sophistries which by frequent repetition become mistaken 
for right reason. He was not, therefore, without his hours 
of remorse j and towards the latter part of his life, when 
his heart was softened by a sense of inward decay, he re¬ 
solved in earnest to retrieve his character. 

As a poet, his reputation has been chiefly fixed on the 
production entitled “ Deity,” which, although irregular 
and monotonous, contains many striking proofs of poetical 
genius. The effort indicates no small elevation of mind, 
even while we must allow that success is beyond all human 
power. His other pieces may be regarded as curiosities, 
as the productions of a man who never enjoyed the undis¬ 
turbed exercise of his powers, who wrote in circumstances 
of peculiar distress, heightened by the consciousness that 
he could obtain only temporary relief, that he had forfeited 
the respect due to genius, and could expect to be re¬ 
warded only by those to whom he was least known. We 
are told that he wrote all his poems with ease and even 
rapidity. That many of his lines are incorrect will not, 
therefore, excite surprize, especially when we consider 
that he wrote for immediate relief, and not for fame, and 
that when one piece had produced him a benefaction, he 
generally dismissed it from his mind, and began another, 
about which he had no other care than that it might answer 
the same purpose. 1 

BOZE (Claude Geos de), a Freuch antiquary, was 
born at Lyons, Jan. 28, 1680, of parents who gave him 

1 English Poets by Johnson and Chalmers, Svo, 1810, toI. XIV.—Biog. 
Brit.—Cibber’s Lire*, to!, V.—Nichols’s Poems, &c. 
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an excellent education. He attached himself at first to 
jurisprudence, but antiquities and medals soon occupied 
him entirely. The chancellor de Pontchartrain, the abb* 
Bignon, Vaillant, Hardouin, admired him for the amia¬ 
bleness of his manners, and the depth of his learning. In 
1705 he published some ingenious dissertations upon 
medals and other monuments, which procured him to be 
admitted into the academy of inscriptions and belles-lettres, 
under the title of pupil; and the year following he became 
perpetual secretary. The French academy too admitted 
him of their society in 1715, as successor to M. Fenelon. 
He was made keeper of the royal cabinet 1 of medals in 
1719; and the year after he set out for Holland, with the 
view of augmenting that grand collection. On returning 
to Paris he devoted the whole of his time to the academy 
of belles-lettres, to which he contributed a great many 
memoirs, and the cabinet of medals. He had the inspec¬ 
tion of the library in 1745, during the illness of M. Ma- 
boul, before which time he resigned the place of secretary 
to the academy. He died the 10th of September, 1753, 
aged seventy-four. He was as estimable for the sweetness, 
of his temper as for the depth of his knowledge. Among 
his works, are: 1. The edition of the first 15 vols. of the 
“ Memoires de l’academie des inscriptions et belles- 
lettres.” The historical panegyrics which embellish 
these memoirs were printed separately in 2 vols.. 12mo. 
They are ingenious and agreeable ; they may contain, 
fewer of those delicate strokes with which the eloges 
of Fontenelle abound, but perhaps they exceed them 
in elegance and taste. They are, however, unequal. 
2. The second edition of the “ Medallic history, of Louis 
XIV.” brought down to his death, 1723, folio. He gives 
the drawings and impresses of many of them. 3. “ The 
history of the emperor Tetricus illustrated by medals.” 
4. Several dissertations on the ancient medals, dispersed 
for the most part throughout the “ Memoires de l’academie 
des belles-lettres.” 5. He published the “ Catalogud^of 
his library,” 1745, fol. which was well chosen, and full of 
rare and curious books. This catalogue is very much in 
request among the bibliographers, and sells at a high price. 
Another was published after his death, Paris, 1753, Svo. 
There is also attributed to him a work called the “ Yellow 
Book,” “ Livre jaune, contenant quelques conversations 
sur ]e$ logomachies, disputes de mots, abu? de termes,” 
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&c. Bale, 1748, 8vo, of which only thirty copies were 
printed, on what is called vegetable paper. 1 

BRACCIOLINI (Francis), an Italian poet of some ce¬ 
lebrity, known by the name of Bracciolini dell’ Api, a 
surname given him by the pope, was born at Pistoia, in 
Tuscany, 1566, and was fellow-student with Maffei Bar- 
berini, whose love of poetry and polite literature resembled 
his own, and increased their friendship. When Barberini 
was afterwards appointed nuncio in France, under the 
pontificate of Clement VIII. he engaged Bracciolini as his 
secretary, who accepted the office in hopes that his patron 
might become'a cardinal, and serve his interest more es¬ 
sentially, for Bracciolini was not free from the unpoetical 
failing of avarice ; but this event not taking place so soon 
as he expected, he retired to’Pistoia, where he composed 
a part of his works. Barberini, however, being not only 
made cardinal, but also pope in 1622j under the title of 
Urban Vlll. Bracciolini waited upon him with a poem of 
congratulation, amounting to twenty-three books, which 
the pope liked so well, that he ordered him to adopt the 
surname DELL’ Api, and to add to his arms three bees, 
which are the arms of the Barberini family. He gave him 
at the same time more substantial rewards, and placed him 
as secretary under his brother, cardinal Antonio Barberini. 
After the death of Urban VIII. in 1644, Bracciolini again 
retired to Pistoia, where he died the following year. He 
wrote a great number of poems of every species, epics, tra¬ 
gedies, comedies, pastorals, lyrics, satires, and burlesque 
•verses. Of these, the only ones worthy of notice, seem to 
be: 1 . tl La Croce Racquistata,” a heroic poem in fifteen 
cantos, Paris, 1605, 12mo; and again, enlarged and divided 
into thuly-five cantos, Venice, 1611, 4to. This, his coun¬ 
trymen once did not hesitate to rank immediately after the 
works of Ariosto and Tasso, but modern critics have placed 
a greater distance between them. 2. “ Lo Scherno degli 
Dei,” a mock-heroic, in ridicule of the heathen mytho¬ 
logy, Florence, 1618, 4to, a better edition in 1625, 4to. 
This poem has given him some title to the invention of the 
mock-heroic, because in the preface it is asserted that the 
“ Lo Scherno” although printed some years after Tassoni’s 
“ La Secchia Rapita,” was written many years sooner. It 
is, however, a poem of considerable merit in that style.® 

1 Moreri.—Diet. Hist_Incidental notices of, in Nichols’s Bowyer.—Saxii 

Onomast. 3 Moreri.—Baillet Jugetnens ties Savans.—Erythraei Pioacotheca. 



BRACELLT. 


39 $' 


BRACCIOLINI. See POGGIO. 

BRACELLI (James), an Italian historian and antiquary, 
was a native of Sarzano, in Tu-cany, in the fifteenth cen¬ 
tury. He was secretary to the republic of Genoa, but re¬ 
fused the honour of that appointment when offered by pope 
Nicholas V. who was his countryman. He died in 1460. 
He wrote in elegant Latin five books, “ De Bello inter 
Hispanos et Genuenses,” from 1412 to 1444, which were 
published at Paris in 1520, 4to, and afterwards at Ha- 
guenau, 1530, and Rome, 1537, and 1573, and were af¬ 
terwards inserted in Gnevius’s Thesaurus. He wrote also 
a biography of eminent men of Genoa, “ De Claris Ge- 
nuensibus," and “ Orae Ligusticae descriptio,” Rome, 
1573, 4to, inserted likewise in Graevius’ and in Schottus’ 
collections. Mabilion, in his “ Iter Italicum,” has printed 
a small work by Bracelli, “ De praecipuis Genuensis urbis 
familiis.” His letters, ** E; istolap,” were printed at Paris, 
1520. All these were collected by Augustin Justinian, 
and published at Paris, in 1 vol. 4to, in the last-mentioned 
year, with a preface containing some brief notices of the 
author. * 

BRACTON (Henry de), a celebrated English lawyer 
in the thirteenth century, was, according to Mr. Prince, 
born in Devonshire; and studied at Oxford, where he took 
the degree of LL. D. Applying himself afterwards to the 
study of the laws of England, he rose to great eminence at 
the bar; and, in 1244, was by king Henry III. made one 
of the judges itinerant. At present he is chiefly known by 
his learned work, “ De legibus et consuetudinibus Anglioe,” 
the first printed edition of it was in 1569, folio. In 1640 
it was printed in 4to, and great pains was taken to collate 
various MSS. One of the most authentic manuscripts of 
this work was burnt in the fire which consumed a part of 
the Cotton library, Oct. 23, 1731. It is a finished and 
systematic performance, giving a complete view of the lavr 
in all its titles, as it stood at the time it was written. It is 
divided into five books, and these into tracts and chapters. 
Consistently with the extensiveness and regularity of the 
plan, the several parts of it are filled with a curious and 
accurate detail of legal learning, so that the reader 
never fails of deriving instruction or amusement from the 

1 Moreri.— Fabr. Bibl. Lat, Med. et Iof.—Ejusdem Conspectus Thes. Li. 
•srar. Italia. 
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study of this scientific treatise on our ancient laws jrnif 
customs. It is written in a style much beyond the gene¬ 
rality of the writers of that age ; being though not always 
polished, yet sufficiently clear, expressive, and nervous. 
The excellence of Bracton’s style must be attributed to 
his acquaintance with the writings of the Roman lawyers 
and canonists, from whom likewise he adopted greater 
helps than the language in which he wrote. MJhy of 
those pithy sentences which have been handed down from 
him as rules and maxims of our law, are .to be found in the 
volumes of the imperial and pontifical jurisprudence. The 
familiarity with which Bracton recurs to the Roman code 
has struck many readers more forcibly than any other part 
of his character; and some have thence pronounced a 
hasty judgment upon his fidelity as a writer upon the 
English law. It seems, indeed, to be a fashion to discredit 
Bracton, on a supposition of his having mingled top much 
of the civilian and canonist with the common lawyer; any 
notion that has got into vogue on such a subject is likely 
to have many to retail it, and few to examine its justness. 
Among others who have most decidedly declared against. 
Bracton, we find M. Houard, the Norman advocate : this 
gentleman was at the pains to give an edition of Glanvilie, 
Eleta, and Britton; but has omitted Bracton, because his 
writings had corrupted the law of England. But his con¬ 
ceptions about the purity of the law of England have se¬ 
duced him into a very singular theory. He lays it down 
that Littleton’s tenures exhibit the system introduced by 
William the Conqueror in all its genuine purity ; that this 
system was corrupted by a mixture from other polities in 
the writings of Britton, Eleta, and Glanvilie, but more 
particularly in those of Bracton. Full of this preposterous 
idea, he published an edition of Littleton, with a commen¬ 
tary, and, to decide the point without more debate, has 
entitled it “ Anciennes Loix des Francois.” After this, 
the admirers of Bracton will not apprehend much from this 
determined enemy to his reputation as an English lawyer. 

The value set on this work soon after its publication is 
evinced by the treatises cf Britton, and Fleta, which are 
nothing more than appendages to Bracton. The latter was 
intended as an epitome of that author; and the merit of 
ffie former is confined to the single office of supplying 
pome few articles that had been touched lightly by him, 
with the addition of the statutes made since he wrote. 1ft 
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after-times lie continued the great treasure of our ancient 
jurisprudence. Thus was Bracton deservedly looked up 
to as the first source of legal knowledge, even so low 
down as the days of lord Coke, who seems to have made 
this author his guide in all his inquiries, into the foundation 
of our law. 1 

BRADBURY (Thomas), a facetious preacher among 
the (Ssenters, whose oddities are still traditionary, was 
born in 1677, at Wakefield, in Yorkshire. His father 
belonged to a dissenting meeting at Alverthorp, near that 
town, of which Mr. Peter Naylor, an ejected minister, was 
pastor. Under his care, and at the free-school at Leeds, 
he received the first rudiments of learning. He was after¬ 
wards sent to an academy kept by Mr. Jollie, at Atter- 
clilfe. He began to preach at the early age of eighteen, 
about the year 1696, when his juvenile figure procured 
him some rebuffs, which he soon disregarded, and con¬ 
vinced his hearers that he was a boy only in appearance. 
His conquest over these remarks at this time seems to have 
formed an sera in his history, as he used to “ bless God 
that from that hour he had never known the fear of man.” 
He soon after left the academy, and was taken into the 
family of Mr. Whitaker, who, according to his biographer, 
checked his ardour, at least so far that he preached but 
seldom. In 1697 he went to Beverley, where he continued 
two years, and then became assistant to Dr. Gilpin, at 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, and remained there three years, 
with almost unbounded popularity. He then removed to 
Stepney, near London, and in 1707 was chosen pastor of 
a meeting in Fetter-lane, vacant by the death of Mr. Be- 
moni Rowe. After preaching here to a crowded congrega¬ 
tion for twenty years, a quarrel took place ; about what, his 
biographer does not inform us ; but Mr. Bradbury was im¬ 
mediately invited to succeed the noted Daniel Burgess, in 
the meeting at New-court, Carey-street, and in less than 
a fortnight exchanged his former for his latter pulpit, 
carrying with him such of his Fetter-lane hearers as ad¬ 
hered to him in the late contest. Here he succeeded 
Daniel Burgess as a wit as well as a divine, and his bio¬ 
grapher gravely informs us, that “ this pulpit a second 
time presented a phenomenon as rare as it is beneficial, 

* Reeves’s History of the English Law. — Prince’s )Vorthie» of Devoo.—» 
lSiooke’s Ribl. Lcgum, vol. II. p. 60.—Biog. Brit.—Bate, Pitt, and Tanner. 
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wit consecrated to the service of serious and eternal truth. 1 * 
Of this wit, however, Mr. N. Neal, in a letter to Dr. 
Doddridge, (1749,) gives a different opinion. “ I have 
seen Mr. Bradbury’s sermons, just published, the non¬ 
sense and buffoonery of which would make one laugh, if 
his impious insults over the pious dead did nqfc make one 
tremble.” After entertaining the public by this species 
of comic preaching for thirty-two years, he died sffWar- 
wick-court, Gray’s-inn, Sept. 9, 1759, aged eighty-two. 
Of his character it is said, that “ had he possessed as much 
judgment as quickness of wit, and as much temper as zeal, 
he would have been a man of much greater consideration. 
His usefulness was much abated after the Salters’-hall 
synod, for though he was warm on the orthodox side, his 
ill-conducted zeal did much mischief.” Among his other 
differences of opinion from his brethren, he made it his 
business in the pulpit to lampoon and satirize the hymns 
and psalms of Dr. Watts. It is said, indeed, that when¬ 
ever he gave out one of the former, it was prefaced with 
“ Let us sing one of Watts’s whims’* Among the mi- 
incrous anecdotes of Tom Bradbury, as he was familiarly 
called, we shall give only the following, which contains 
some characteristic features. “ Tom generally gave au¬ 
dience at supper-time, and the ceremony was thus con¬ 
ducted. On a little table lay two pocket bibles, one of 
which was taken up by Bradbury, and the other by his 
daughter, a'nd each having read a portion, one of the vi¬ 
siting ministers was desired to pray: they then adjourned 
to supper; after which, Tom entertained the company 
with * The roast beef of old England,’ which, it is said, 
he sung better than any man in England.” His printed* 
works amply justify the character usually given of him, 
that with much zeal he was totally destitute of judgment, 
and regardless of the dignity of his sacred calling, dwelling 
perpetually on political topics, and enforcing them in a 
strain of ridicule totally unfit for the place in which he 
stood. These works consist of “ Fifty-four Sermons,” 
1762, in 3 volumes octavo, all of which, except seven, 
had been printed separately. They are principally of the 
political kind, and it was justly remarked of them at the 
time of publication, that “ from the great number of sa- 
tred texts applied to the occasion, one would imagine the 
bible was written only to confirm, by divine authority, the 
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benefits accruing to this nation from the accession of king 
William III. 1 

BRADFORD (John), one of the most eminent of the. 
protestant divines who suffered martyrdom in the reign of 
queen Mary, was born in the former part of Henry VIII.’s 
reign in JVJanchester, where he was educated in grammar, 
Latin, and accounts, in which last he was reckoned so ex¬ 
pert lhat lie was employed as clerk or secretary to sir John 
Harrington, treasurer and paymaster of the English forces 
in France ; and in this employment he lived many years in 
great credit. His exchanging so profitable a situation for 
the clerical profession is rather obscurely accounted for by 
his biographers, some attributing it to his having imbibed 
the principles of the reformers, and being encouraged to 
join their number j others to certain abuses in sir John 
Harrington’s office, in which he either participated, or at 
which he connived, and the iniquity of which first struck 
him on hearing a sermon of bishop Latimer upon the sub¬ 
ject of restitution as constituting the only basis of repent¬ 
ance. There is much reason, however, to doubt whether 
this sermon was not subsequent to the restitution he made 
of about 500 1. which he apprehended the king had lost by 
some error in his and sir John Harrington’s accounts. The 
author of his life in the Biog. Brit, dwells with tiresome 
prolixity on this affair, as a new discovery of greater im¬ 
portance than, upon a perusal of the whole, we have been 
able to attach to it. The fact seems to have been, that 
Bradford was a man of great tenderness of conscience, and 
where he imagined he had done an injury, was restless 
until he had made restitution; and lamented his crime on 
this occasion with more bitterness than will be thought 
necessary by many persons who have been intrusted with 
much larger public accounts. 

It appears that after he left the army, he studied for 
some time in the Inner Temple, but is said to have heard 
more sermons than law-lectures, and at length determined 
to study divinity. With this view he went to Cambridge 
about the month of August 154S, and took his degree of 
master of arts at Katherine-hall, and not Queen’s college, 
as some authors have reported. Dr. Ridley, bishop of Ro¬ 
chester, and afterwards of London, being then master of 
Pembroke-hall, invited him and his pious companion 

* Bojue’s Hist, of the Dissenters.—Doddridge’s Letters, &o. 
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Thomas Horton, to become fellows of that hall, to which 
he was chosen. When urged by Bucer to take orders, he 
pleaded his inability, notwithstanding the high reputation 
for learning which he had established in college; but Bu¬ 
cer reconciled him by saying, “ Though thou couldst not 
feed the flock with fine cakes and white bread, yet should 
thou satisfy them with barley-bread.” In 1550, when 
Ridley was translated to the see of London, he sent for 
him to take upon him deacon’s orders, after which he be¬ 
came one of the most celebrated and popular preachers of 
his time, and was made one of the king’s chaplains. The 
bishop afterwards gave him a prebend in St. Paul’s, and 
lodged him in his bouse. 

For some time after the death of Edward VI. Bradford 
continued his public services ; but a man of such zeal 
against popery could not be long safe, and the method 
that was taken to bring him to the stake is one of the most 
tyrannical measures of Mary’s reign. It is thus related by 
his biographers : On the 13th of August, in the first year 
of queen’s Mary’s reign, Gilbert Bourne, then preacher at 
Paul’s Cross, but not then bishop of Bath as Fox mistakes, 
he not being elected to that see before the beginning of 
the next year, made a seditious sermon at the said cross ; 
wherein he so much traduced the late king, and harangued 
so intolerably in favour of popery, that the auditory were 
ready to pull him out of the pulpit. Neither could the 
reverence of the place, nor the presence of the bishop of 
London, nor. the authority of the lord mayor, restrain their 
rage. . Bourne, sefeing himself jn this peril, and his life 
particularly aimed at by a drawn dagger that was hurled at 
him in the pulpit, which narrowly missed him, turned 
about, and perceiving Bradford behind him, he earnestly 
begged him to come forwards and pacify the people. 
Bradford was no sooner in his room, and recommended 
peace and concord to them, than with a joj-ful shout at the 
sight of him, they cried out, * Bradford, Bradford, God 
save thy life, Bradford!’ and then, with profound atten¬ 
tion to his discourse, heard him enlarge upon peaceful and 
Christian obedience; which when he had finished, the 
tumultuous people, for the most part, dispersed; but, 
among the rest who persisted, there was a certain gentle¬ 
man, with Ills two servants, who, coming up the pulpit- 
stairs, rushed against the door, demanding entrance upon 
Bourne; Bradford resisted him, till he had secretly given 
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Bourne warning, by his servant, to escape; who, flying to 
the mayor, once again escaped death. Yet conceiving the 
danger not fully over, Bourne beseeched Bradford not to 
leave him till he was got to some place of security; in 
which Bradford again obliged him, and went at his back, 
shadowing him from the people with his gown, while the 
mayor and sheriffs, on each side, led him into the nearest 
house, which was Paul’s school; and so was he a third 
time delivered from the fury of the populace. It is added 
that one of the mob, most inveterate against Bourne, ex* 
claimed, ‘ Ah! Bradford, Bradford, dost thou save his 
life who will not spare thine ? Go, I give thee • his life; 
but were it not for thy sake, I would thrust him through 
with my sword.’ The same Sunday, in the afternoon, 
Bradford preached at Bow church in Cheapside, and 
sharply rebuked the people for their outrageous behaviour. 

Three days after this humane interposition, Aug. 16, he 
was summoned by the council and bishops to the Tower of 
London, where the queen then was, and charged with se¬ 
dition, and preaching heresy; and notwithstanding the de¬ 
fence he made, was committed to prison in the Tower, 
where he lay for a year and a half. This forbearance is 
the more remarkable, because, when in the Tower, or 
other prisons, by his discourses, exhortations, and espe¬ 
cially by liis letters, he did nearly, if not quite as much 
service to the protestant cause, as when he was at large. 
In his letters, he evinced a spirit of inflexible constancy in 
his principles, a primitive and apostolic zeal for the pro¬ 
pagation of truth, and a sincere abhorrence of the delusions 
of the church of Rome; and strengthened the minds of the 
adherents of the reformation to such a degree that his ene¬ 
mies at last determined to cut him off. In 1554, he was 
removed to the court of king’s bench, Southwark, and on 
Jan. 22, examined before Gardiner, bishop of Winchester 
and chancellor, Bonner bishop of London, and others. For 
this and his other examinations we refer to Fox. After 
it was over, he was sent back to the same prison under 
stricter restraint than before, especially as to the exercise 
of his pen : but the sweetness of his comportment towards 
his keepers so won upon them, that it defeated the severity 
of his enemies’ commands in that particular; and his argu¬ 
ments, thus discharged out of prison, did their cause more 
hurt, than all the terror of their tyrannical treatment did 
it good. A week after, on the 29th, he was brought before 
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them in the church of St. Mary Overies to his second exa¬ 
mination, and next day to a third, in ail which he acknow¬ 
ledged and adhered to his principles with undaunted con¬ 
stancy, and answered every thing offered in the shape of 
argument with authority from the scriptures, and every re¬ 
proach with meekness. He was now condemned to die, 
but he lay after this in the Poultry counter for five months, 
visited constantly by some of the popish bishops, their 
chaplains or priests, so desirous were they to gain over a 
champion of his consequence. We are told that both 
while he lay in the king’s bench, and in the counter, he 
preached twice a-day, unless sickness hindered him. The 
Sacrament was often ministered ; and, through his keeper’s 
indulgence, there was such a resort of pious people to 
him, that his chamber was usually almost filled with them. 
He made but one short meal a-day, and allowed himself 
but four hours rest at night. His gentle nature was ever 
relenting at the thoughts of his infirmities, and fears of 
being betrayed into inconstancy; and his behaviour was 
so affecting to all about him, that it won even many papists 
to wish for the preservation of his life. His very mien and 
aspect begat veneration; being tall and spare, or some¬ 
what macerated in his body; of a faint sanguine com¬ 
plexion, with an auburn beard ; and his eyes, through the 
intenseness of his pious contemplations, were often so so¬ 
lemnly settled, that the tears would silently gather in them, 
till he could not restrain them from overflowing their banks, 
and creating a sympathy in the eyes of his beholders. The 
portions of his time he did not spend in prayer or preach¬ 
ing, he allotted to the visitation of his fellow-prisoners; 
exhorting the sick to patience, and distributing his money 
to the poor, and to some who had been the most violent 
opposers of his doctrines; nor did he leave the felons 
themselves without the best relief they were capable of 
receiving, tinder the distresses they had brought upon 
themselves, which excited them to the most hearty and 
sincere repentance. On the last day of June 1555, he 
was carried to Newgate, attended by a vast multitude of 
people, who, because they had heard he was to suffer by 
break of day, that the fewer spectators might be witnesses 
of his death, either stayed in SmithBeld all night, or 
returned in greater numbers thither by four o’clock the 
next morning, the 1st of July; but Bradford was not 
brought thither till nine o’clock, and then came under a 
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stronger guard of halberdeers than was ever knoVvn on the 
like occasion. As he came out of Newgate, he gave his 
velvet cap and his handkerchief to an old friend, with 
whom he had a little private talk. Such was the inveteracy 
of his enemies, that his orother-in-law, Roger Beswick, 
for only taking leave of him, had his head broke, till the 
blood ran down his shoulders, by the sheriff Woodrofe. 
When he came to Smithfield, and in his company a York¬ 
shire youth, who was an apprentice in I.-ondo'n, named 
John Lycfe, and to be burnt at the same stake with him, 
for maintaining the like faith in the sacrament, and deny¬ 
ing that priests hail any authority to exact auricular con¬ 
fession, Bradford went boldly up to the stake, laid him 
down fiat on his face on one side of it, and the said young 
man, John Lyefe, went and laid himself on tin* e;her; 
where they had not prayed to themselves above tne space 
of a minute, before the sherift' bid Bradford >nd 

make an end; for the press of the people was very -•eat. 
When they were on their feet, Bradford took up a f-^got 
and kissed it, and did the like to the stake. Win. he 
pulled off his clothes, he desired they might be given to 
his servant; winch was granted. Then, at the stake, 
holding up his hands and his face to Heaven, he said 
aloud, “ O England, England, repent thee of thy sins l 
Beware of idolatry, beware of antichrists, lest they deceive 
you.” Here the sheriff ordered his hands to he tied ; and 
one of the fire-vakers told him, if he had no better learn¬ 
ing than that, he had best hold his peace. Then Bradford 
forgiving, and asking forgiveness of, * all the world, turned 
his head about, comforted the stripling at the same stake 
behind him, and embracing the flaming reeds that were 
near him, was heard among his last words to say, “ Strait 
is the way, and narrow is the gate,” &c. 

Bradford’s writings were very numerous: besides his 
letters, &c. which are in Fox and other Martyrologies, 
particularly seventy-two letters in Coverdale’s collection. 
1. “ Primitiat,” translations, 1548. 2. “ A godly treatise 

of Prayer,” translated from Melancthon, printed by Wight, 
no date. 3. “Sermon of Repentance,” 1553, 1558, i6mo. 
4. “Meditations,” 1553, 1558, and 1561. 5. Complaint 

of Verity,” 1559, .8vo. 6. “ Three examinations before 

the commissioners, and his private talk with the priests, 
with the original of his life,” 1561, 8vo. 7. The hurt of 
hearing masse,” written in the Tower, no date, reprinted 
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1580 and 1583. 8. “ Two notable sermons,” 1574, 1581, 

and 1631, 8vo. 9. ** A short and pithie defence of the 
doctrine of the holy Election and Predestination of God,” 
1562. 10. “ Fruitful treatise against the Feare of Death,” 

no date, printed by Singleton, and by Wolf in 1583. 1 1. 

<e Godly Meditations upon the Ten Commandments, 1562, 
and 1567, 8vo. There are some other works ascribed to 
him on doubtful authority. 1 

BRADFORD (Samuel.), D. D. bishop of Rochester, was 
a native of London, the son of William Bradford, of whom 
it is recorded, that being a parish-officer in the time of the 
plague, he looked upon it as his duty to take care in per¬ 
son both of the dead and living, although he removed his 
family to Islington. The subject of this article was born 
Dec. 20, 1652, in St. Anne’s Blackfriars, and was educated 
at St. Paul’s school, and afterwards in the Charter-house. 
In 166.9, he was admitted a student of Bene’t college, Cam¬ 
bridge, and matriculated March 27, 1672, but left it 
without taking a degree, having at that time some scru¬ 
ples of conscience respecting the subscriptions, declara¬ 
tions, and oaths then required. He pursued his studies, 
however, in private, and after studying divinity, having 
overcome his scruples by a careful examination of the mat¬ 
ters in controversy, be became desirous of orders in the 
church of England ; but as he was then twenty-eight years 
old, and could not return to the university and go regu¬ 
larly on in the statutable course of taking his degrees, 
archbishop Sancroft procured him a royal mandate for 
M. A. in 1680, and he was admitted to the same at Oxford 
in 1697.. As the state of affairs, however, was critical at 
the time he received his degree at Cambridge, he declined 
proceeding ip his design, living as a private tutor to gen¬ 
tlemen’s families, until after the revolution, when he was 
ordained deacon and priest in 1690, and in the spring fol¬ 
lowing was elected minister of St. Thomas’s church, South¬ 
wark, by the governors of that hospital. 

He was soon aften chosen lecturer of St. Mary-le-Bow, 
and engaged by archbishop Tillotson to educate his grand¬ 
sons, which Occasioned him to reside at Carlisle-house in 
Lambeth. While here, the rector of St. Mary-le-Bow 
died, aud the parishioners were so pleased with Mr. 

* Biog. Brit—Fox’* Acts and Monuments.—Fuller’s Abel Redivivus and 
Worthies—Strype’s Crammer, p. 301, 323, 341, 345, 350, 563.—Strype’s Me¬ 
morials, Itc. 
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Bradford, as to solicit the archbishop to give him the living, 
with which his grace complied, .but not without acquaint¬ 
ing them with the informality of such applications. On 
this Mr. Bradford resigned St. Thomas’s, and the lecture¬ 
ship of Bow ; but soon after accepted that of Althallows, 
in Bread-street. In 1698, he preached on the 30tli of 
January before king William, who was so well pleased with 
the sermon, as to command it to be published ; and also, 
in March following, appointed him one of his chaplains in 
ordinary, in which office he was retained by queen Anne. 
In 1705, when she visited Cambridge, he was made D. D. 
and in 1707, her majesty gave him a prebend of Westmin¬ 
ster. He now was exemplary in a diligent and conscien¬ 
tious discharge of his parochial duties, and enjoyed the 
esteem of hsuperiors, the good opinion and friendship 
of his brethren the clergy, and the affection of his parish¬ 
ioners. In 1710, he refused the bishoprick of St. David’s, 
as the then ministry would not suffer him to hold his pre¬ 
bend in commendam, nor the rectory of Bow, either of 
which was necessary to enable him to keep up his rank as 
a bishop.’ In 1716, he was unanimously elected master of 
Bene’t college, and in 1718 was consecrated bishop of 
Carlisle, whence in 1723 he was translated to Rochester, 
which lie held with the dearrry of Westminster. About a 
year afterwards he resigned the mastership of the college. 
He died May 17, 1731, and was buried in Westminster- 
abbey. His character appears to have been excellent, ac¬ 
cording tar every account. His Boylean lectures were 
published in 4to, 1699, under the title of “ The Credibility 
of the Christian Religion from its intrinsic evidence, being 
eight sermons,. &c. with a ninth as an appendix, in reply 
to an objection from the imperfect promulgation of the 
gospel,” 4to. He published also separately twenty-three 
sermons preached on public occasions, and assisted in the 
publication of Tillotson’s works. He left two daughters, 
one married to Dr. Reuben Clarke, archdeacon of Essex, 
and the other to Dr. John Denne, archdeacon of Rochester. 1 

BRADLEY (James), D. D. Savilian professor of astro¬ 
nomy in Oxford, F. R. S. and member of the academies of 
sciences and belles-lettres of Paris, Berlin, Petersburgh, 
and Bologna, was born at Shireborn in Gloucestershire in 
1692, aud educated at Northleach in th$ same county. 

1 Masters’s Hist, of C. C. C. C.—Birch’s Life of Tillotson.—Whiston’s Lift, 
where is a curious account of his attention to discipline. 
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Thence he was admitted a commoner of Balliol-college in, 
Oxford, March 15, 1710: where he took the degree of 
B. A. Oct, 14, 1714, and of M. A. Jan. 21 , 1716. He was- 
ordained deacon and priest in 1719, and instituted the 
same year to the vicarage of Bridstow in Herefordshire. 
He never had any other preferment in the church, except 
the small rectory or sinecure of Landewy Welfry, in the 
county of Pembroke, and diocese of St. David : and his 
institution to this bears date the 1st of March 1719. It is 
presumed that the bishop of Hereford, to whom he was 
chaplain, was his patron to the vicarage; and Mr. Moly- 
neux, who was then secretary to the prince of Wales, pro¬ 
cured him the sinecure. 

It appears that thus early in life he had many friends ; 
«nd it is probable that by some of them he might have risen 
to eminence in the church, had not his natural inclination 
led him to pursue other studies, in which he afterwards 
shone so conspicuously. He received his first rudiments 
of the mathematics from his uncle Dr. James Pound, who 
resided at his living of Wanstead in Kssex, where our 
astronomer was some time curate: this gentleman was his 
mother’s brother, a man of singular capacity and genius, 
and eminent as a divine, a physician, and a mathematician. 
In the two former capacities lie went to the East-Indies in 
the company’s service ; and was one. of those who had the 
good fortune to escape from the massacre of the factory, 
on the island of Pulo Condore, in Cochin China. An ac¬ 
count of this shocking scene remains amongst Dr. Bradley’s 
papers, written by Dr. Pound, together with a journal 
kept by him on board the Rose sloop, until, after many 
difficulties and distresses, they arrived at Batavia the 18th 
ot April 1705. The public su tie red much in this cata¬ 
strophe, by the loss of Dr. Pountl’s papers, and other va¬ 
luable curiosities collected by him, which all perished in 
the conflagration; as he had no time to save any thing 
but his own life. With this relation, to whom he was dear 
even more than by the ties of blood, he spent all his vaca¬ 
tions irom other duties : it was whilst with him at Wan¬ 
stead, that he first began the observations with the sector, 
which led to his future important discoveries. 

On the death of John Kcill, M. D. he was chosen Sa- 
vilian professor of astronomy in Oxford, Oct. 81, 1721. 
On this promotion, so agreeable to his taste, he resigned 
the living of Bridstow, and also the sinecure of Landewy 
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Welfry, and henceforward devoted his time and studies to 
liis beloved science; nor was he sooner known, than dis¬ 
tinguished by the friendship of lord Macclesfield, sir Isaac 
Newton, his colleague in the Savilian professorship, Dr. 
Halley, and other great mathematicians, astronomers, and 
patrons of science. In the course of his observations, 
which were innumerable, he discovered and settled the 
laws of the alterations of the fixed stars, from the progres¬ 
sive motion of light, combined with the earth’s annual mo¬ 
tion about the sun, and the nutation of the earth’s axis, 
arising from the unequal attraction of the sun and inoon on 
the different parts of the earth. The former of these 
effects is called the aberration of the fixed stars, the theory 
of which he published in 1727 ; and the latter the nutation 
of the earth’s axis, the theory of which appeared in 1737 : 
so that in the space of about 10 years, he communicated 
to the world two of the finest discoveries in modern astro- 
nomy ; which will for ever make a memorable epoch in the 
history of that science. In 1730, he succeeded Mr. White- 
side, as lecture-reader of astronomy and experimental phi¬ 
losophy in Oxford: which was a considerable emolument 
to himself, and which he held till within a year or two of 
his death, when the ill state* of his health made it necessary 
to resign it. At the decease of Dr. Halley, he was ap¬ 
pointed astronomical observator at the royal observatory 
at Greenwich, February 3, 1741-2. From letters found 
amongst his papers, it appears that Dr. Halley. was very 
desirous that our astronomer should succeed him ; and 
in one letter, when he found himself declining, he de¬ 
sires his leave to make interest for him: but he owed this 
new acquisition chiefly to the friendship of lord Maccles¬ 
field, the late president of the royal society. Upon this 
promotion he was honoured with jhe degree of doctor of 
divinity, by diploma from Oxford. 

In 1747, he published his Letter to the earl of Maccles¬ 
field, concerning an apparent motion observed in some of 
the fixed stars; on account of which he obtained the an¬ 
nual gold prize-medal from the royal society. It was in 
consequence of the royal society’s annual visit to the ob¬ 
servatory at Greenwich, during which he represented to 
them the necessity of repairing the old instruments, &e. 
that in 1748 George II. by his sign manual, directed to 
the commissioners and principal officers of his navy, or¬ 
dered the payment of 1000/. to James Bradley, D. D. his 
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astronomer, and keeper of the royal observatory, in order 
to repair the old instruments in- the said observatory, and 
to provide new ones. This enabled him to furnish it with 
the noblest and most accurate apparatus in the known 
world, suited to the dignity of the nation and the royal 
donor: in the executive part of this useful work, those 
eminent artists, Mi. George Graham and Mr. Bird, deserve 
honourable mention, who contributed much towards the 
perfection of* those instruments, which enabled Dr. Brad¬ 
ley to'leave behind him the greatest number of the most 
accurate observations that were perhaps ever made by any 
one man. Nor was this the last instance by which his late 
majesty distinguished his royal astronomer; for, upon his 
refusing to accept the living of Greenwich from a con¬ 
scientious scruple, “ that the duty of a pastor was incom¬ 
patible with his other studies and necessary engagements,’* 
his majesty granted him an annuity or yearly pension of 
250/. during pleasure : in consideration (as the sign manual, 
dated Feb. 15, 1752, expresses it) of his great skill and 
knowledge in the several branches of astronomy, and other 
parts of the mathematics, which have proved so useful to 
the trade and navigation of this kingdom. This pension 
was continued to the demise of the late, and renewed by 
the present king. The same year he was chosen one of 
the council of the royal society. 

About 1748, he became entitled to bishop Crew’s-bene¬ 
faction of 30/. per aim. to the lecture reader in experimen¬ 
tal philosophy in Oxford. He was elected member of the 
royal society in 1752 ; of the academy of sciences at Paris, 
in 1748; of that at Petersburg, in 1754; of the academy 
of sciences at Bologna, in 1757 ; and also of the royal 
Prussian academy of sciences, and belles lettres, but the 
time when does not app^ir amongst his papers. 

By too close application to his observations and studies, 
as is probable, he was afflicted for near two years before 
Ills death, with a grievous oppression on his spirits, which 
quite put an end to his labours: his chief distress arose 
from an apprehension, that he should survive his rational 
faculties ; but this so much dreaded evil never came upon 
him. In June 1762, he was taken with a suppression of 
urine, occasioned (as it afterwards appeared) by an inflam¬ 
mation in his kidnies, which proved fatal the 13th of July 
following. He died at Chalford in Gloucestershire, in the 
70tb year of his age, and lies interred at Minctinhampton 
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in the same county, near to the remains of his wife and 
mother. In 1744, he had married a daughter of Samuel 
Peach, of Chalford, esq. by whom he left one daughter, 
who in 1769, gave her father’s portrait, by Hudson, to the 
picture gallery, Oxford. 

Dr. Bradley was extremely amiable in his private cha¬ 
racter, as well as illustrious for his scientific knowledge. 
His temper was gentle and placid, and he was eminently 
characterised by his modesty. He appears to have taken 
little pains to attract the notice of mankind, and it fras his 
singular merit alone which procured him the general esteem 
and regard of the friends of learning and science. Among 
his acquaintance and friends were many of the first per¬ 
sons in this kingdom, both for rank and abilities ; and it is 
said, that there was not an astronomer of any eminence in 
the world, with whom he had not a literary correspondence. 
He spoke well, and expressed his ideas with great preci¬ 
sion and perspicuity; but in general was silent, and seldom 
spoke, except when he conceived it absolutely necessary. 
He was, however, very ready to communicate useful 
knowledge to others, and especially in that science which 
he more particularly professed, whenever he thought there 
was a proper opportunity. 'He also encouraged those who 
attended his lectures to propose questions to him, by the 
exactness with which he answered them, and his obvious 
solicitude to accommodate himself to every capacity. He 
was censured by some, for having withheld his observations 
from the public use ; but this charge appears not to have 
been well founded : and it has been alleged, on the con¬ 
trary, that an improper use was made of the facility with, 
which he made his communications ; that his observations 
were very ungenerously transmitted abroad ; and that, by 
such practices, foreigners have been enabled to gain repu¬ 
tation, and to adopt the fruits of his labour as their own. 
He was extremely temperate, even to abstinence ; and he 
enjoyed a great share of health, and was active and robust, 
till towards the close of his life. Eminently remarkable for 
the equanimity of his temper, he was yet in a very great 
degree compassionate and liberal; and was extremely ge¬ 
nerous to such of his relations as needed his assistance. 
Though he was unquestionably one of the greatest astrono¬ 
mers of the age, he has published very little; which seems 
tp have arisen from his natural diffidence, and from that so¬ 
licitous accuracy, which made him always apprehensive 



414 


BRADLEY. 


that his works were imperfect. His papers which have been 
inserted in the Philosophical Transactions are, 1. Observa¬ 
tions on the comet of 1703 ; vol. 33, p. 41. 2. The lon¬ 

gitude of Lisbon and of the fort of New York from Wan- 
sted and London, determined by the eclipse of the first sa¬ 
tellite of Jupiter ; vol. 34, p. 85. 3. An account of a new 

discovered motion of the fixed stars; vol. 35, p. 637. 4. 

On the going of clocks with isochronal pendulums; vol. 
38, p. 302. 5. Observations on the comet of 1736-7 ; vol. 

40, p. 111. 6. On the apparent motion of the fixed stars; 

vol. 45, p. 1. 7. On the occultation of Venus by the 

xnoon, the 15th of April 1751 ; vol. 46, p. 201. 8. On 

the comet of 1757 ; vol. 50, p. 408. !). Directions for 

using the common micrometer; vol. 62, p. 46. His ob¬ 
servations made at the royal observatory during 20 years, 
comprized in 13 folio and two quarto volumes, unfortunately 
for the interests of science, were .taken away at. his death 
by his representatives *, who, upon preparations being 
made by government for recovering them by process of law, 
(and an actual commencement of a suit for that purpose,) 
presented them to lord North, by whom they were trans¬ 
ferred, in 1776, to the university of Oxford, of which he 
was chancellor, on condition of their printing and publish¬ 
ing them. Accordingly the first volume was published in 
1798, by the late Dr. Hornsby, in a splendid form, enti¬ 
tled “ Astronomical Observations made at the Royal Ob¬ 
servatory at Greenwich, from the year 1750 to the year 
1762,” fol. The remainder are in the possession of Dr. 


# We leave this story as it has been 
generally told, but as it conveys a re¬ 
flection upon the representatives of Or. 
Bradley, it is but justice to add the ac¬ 
count given by Mr. Lysons, Dr. lirad- 
ley’g relation. “ After Dr. Bradley’s 
decease, the guardians of his only 
daughter, then a minor, thinking that 
she had a right to any profits which 
(night accrue from her father’s labours, 
took possession of his MSS. A suit 
being instituted agaiWt them a few 
years afterwards, in his majesty’s name, 
for the recovery of these papers as the 
property of the public, they were ad¬ 
vised by eminent counsel not to aban¬ 
don tbeir claim: but in the year 1777, 
the rev. Samuel Peach having married 
Dr. Bradley’s daughter and sole heir, 
ami being in consequence possessed of 
the right which she might have in her 
faihui’s MS observations, threw him¬ 


self, die suit being then undetermined, 
upon the generosity of government, and 
presented them to lord Nortii, then 
chancellor of the exchequer, who beiug 
at that time chancellor also of the uni¬ 
versity of Oxford, gave them to that 
learned body.” Lysons’s Environs, vol. 
IV. p. 457. It is absurd, therefore, as 
well as unjust to say that this conduct 
on the part of Dr. U.’s representatives 
was “ unfortunate for the interests of 
science,” since the MSS could be of no 
use to them unless published. A full 
account of the proceedings of govern¬ 
ment and of the university on this af¬ 
fair may be seen in a pamphlet pub¬ 
lished in 1796, “ Proceedings of tire 
Board of Longitude, in regard to the 
recovery of the late Dr. Bradley’s Ob¬ 
servations, c.” See also Dr. Horns¬ 
by’s preface to the Observations. 
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Hornsby’s very learned successor in tlxe astronomical chair. 
Dr. Abraham Robertson. 1 

BRADLEY (Richard), a popular and very voluminous 
writer on gardening aud agriculture in the last century, was 
one of the first who treated these subjects in a philosophical 
manner, and certainly possessed considerable botanical, 
knowledge, although his general conduct was little entitled 
to respect. He first made himself known to the public by 
two papers printed in the Philosophical Transactions : one 
on the motion of the sap in vegetables, the other on the 
quick growth of mouldiness in melons. He became a 
fellow of the-royal society, and was chosen, Nov. ^10, 1724, 
professor of botany at Cambridge, but in a manner which 
reflects little credit on him. His election was procured by 
a pretended verbal recommendation from Dr. Sherrard to 
Dr. Bentley, and pompous assurances that he would pro¬ 
cure the university a public botanic garden by his own pri¬ 
vate purse and personal interest. The vanity of his pro¬ 
mises was soon discovered, as well as his almost total ig¬ 
norance of the learned languages ; and as he neglected to 
read lectures, the university made no difficulty in permitt¬ 
ing Dr. JVIartyn to do it. Mr. Bradley, however, read a 
course of lectures on the Materia Medina in 1729 at the 
Bull inn, which he published next year at London, 8vo, 
and of which the reader may see a humorous criticism in the 
Grub-street Journal, No. i l. * In 17.11, his conduct be¬ 
came so scandalous, that it was in agitation to dismiss him 
from his professorship, but he died soon after, Nov. 5, 
1732. He was the author of several publications, chiefly 
on gardening and agriculture, consisting of two folio vo¬ 
lumes, four quarto, and nearly twenty in octavo, which are 
enumerated in Mr. Nichols’s Life of Bowyer. His “New 
Improvement of Planting and Gardening, both philosophi¬ 
cal and practical,” 1717, 8vo, went through repeated im¬ 
pressions, as did his “ Gentleman’s and Gardener’s Kalen- 
dar.” His “ Philosophical Account of the Works of Na¬ 
ture,” 1721, 4to, was a popular, instructive, and enter¬ 
taining work, and continued in repute several years. The 
same may be said of his “ General Treatise of Husbandry 

* In the -. publication we are this picture: Mr. Bradley is created" 
told of “ a eui'. print of Clare-hall, M. I). and the nun is placed in the 
drawn by the h- - of Mr. Professor North.” No. 26. 

Bradley. There art two new things in 

■ 1 Biojf. Brit. 
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and Gardening,” 1726, 2 vols. 8vo; and of his tl Practical 
Discourses concerning the four elements, as they relate to 
the growth of plants,” 1727, 8vo. His “ Dictionarium Bo- 
tanicum,” 1728, 8vo, Dr. Pulteney thinks, was the first 
“attempt of the kind in England. Exotic botany was in¬ 
debted to him for an undertaking, which there is reason to 
regret he was not enabled to pursue and perfect. This 
work was entitled “ Historia plantarum Suceuleutarum,” 
1716, 4to, published in decads from 1716 to 1727, but only 
five were completed. The industry and taleuts of Brad¬ 
ley were not mean ; and though unadorned by learning, 
were sufficient to have secured him that reputable degree 
of respect from posterity, which it will ever justly with¬ 
hold from him who fails to recommend such qualifications 
by integrity and propriety of conduct, but in these, un¬ 
happily, Bradley was deficient. Among his other publica¬ 
tions appears atranslation of Xenophon’s CEconomicks from 
the Greek. It was, however, only an old translation mo¬ 
dernized, to pass off which the booksellers paid him a sum 
of money for his name, then a popular one. There are 
obvious coincidences between his character and that of the 
more recently celebrated botanical and miscellaneous 
writer, sir John Hill. 1 

BRADSHAW (Henry), an early English poet, was a 
native of Chester, where he was born about the middle of 
the fifteenth ceutury. Discovering an early propensity to 
religion and literature, he was received, while a boy, into 
the monastery of St. Werbergh, in that city ; and having 
there imbibed the rudiments of his education, he was sent 
afterwards to Gloucester college (now Worcester) in the 
suburbs of Oxford, where, for a time, he studied theology, 
with thd novices of his order, and then returned to his 
convent at Chester: here in the latter part of his life, he 
applied himself chiefly to the study of history, and wrote 
several books. He died either in 1508, or in 1513. Be¬ 
fore the year 1500, he wrote the “ Life of St. Werburgh,” 
in English verse, declaring that he does not mean to rival 
Chaucer, Lydgate, Barklay, or Skelton, which two last 
were his contemporaries, and his versification is certainly 
inferior to Lydgate’s worst manner. This piece was first 
printed by Pinson in 1521, 4to. a volume of great rarity, 
but amply analysed by Mr. Dibdin in his second volume ot‘ 

1 PulteneySs Sketches.—Preface to Martya’s Dissertations on the ,®neids of 
Virgil.—Nichols's Bowyer. 
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Typ°g ra plncal Antiquities, who thinks that he may stand 
foremost in the list of those of the period wherein he wrote. 
His descriptions are often happy as well as minute: and 
there is a lone of moral putity and rational piety in his 
thoughts, enriched by the legendary lore of romance, that 
renders many passages of his poem exceedingly interesting. 
It comprehends a variety of other subjects, as a description 
of the kingdom of the Mercians, the lives of St. Ethelrcd 
and St. Sexburgh, the foundation of the city of Chester, 
and a chronicle of our kings. 1 

BRADSHAW (John), president of what was called the 
“ high court of justice” in which Charles I. was condemned 
to be beheaded, was one of an antient family in the county 
of Lancaster, but of a branch seated, some say, at 
Bradshaw, or Bradshaigh, in Derbyshire, others at Mar- 
pie, in Cheshire : where he was educated is not recorded j 
the first notice we have of him is that he studied law in 
Gray’s-inn, and after being admitted to the bar, had much 
chamber practice among the partisans of the parliament, 
to which he was zealously devoted. Lord Clarendon says 
he was not without parts, but insolent and ambitious. In 
1644, he was appointed by the parliament to prosecute lord 
Macquire and Macmahon, the Irish rebels. In Oct. 1646, 
lie was a joint commissioner of the great seal for six 
months, by a vote of the house of commons, and in Feb. 
following, both houses voted him chief justice of Chester. 
In June of the same year (1647) he was named by parlia¬ 
ment one of the counsel to prosecute the loyal judge Jen¬ 
kins ; and was called to the rank of serjeant Oct. 12 , 1648. 
When the death of the king was determined upon, Brad¬ 
shaw was one of the few lawyers who could be prevailed 
upon to act, and was appointed President, an office which 
had he declined, there is some reason to think it would have, 
been difficult to find a substitute. When called upon, Jan. 
12, 1648, by the court to take his seatas President, he affected 
to make an earnest apology and excuse. Lord Clarendon 
says that he seemed much surprized and very resolute to 
refuse it, and even required time to consider of it, but 
next day accepted the office, and soon demonstrated that 
he was exactly fitted for it, by his contemptuous treatment 
of his unhappy sovereign. The court then bestowed on 

1 Bale, Pits and Tanner.—Warton’s Hist, of Poetry.—Dibdin, ubi supra.— 
Fuller’s Worthies.—Phillips’s Tlieatrum, edit. 1801).—Alh. Ox. vol. I.—Dodd’s 
Church History. 
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him the title of Lord President, without as well as within 
the court, during the commission and sitting of the court. 
A retinue of otticens was appointed to attend him, going 
and returning from Westminster-hall; lodgings were pro¬ 
vided for him in New Palace-yard; he was to be preceded 
by a sword and a mace, carried by two gentlemen, and in 
court he had a guard of two hundred soldiers; he had a 
chair of crimson velvet in the middle of the court; he wore 
his hat when his majesty appeared, and was highly offended 
that his sovereign should not be uncovered in his presence, 
which was, however, after the first day of the trial, duly 
enjoined. Besides these pompous honours, he was re¬ 
warded for ins coarse and brutal behaviour on his majesty’s 
trial, with the deanery house in Westminster, as his resi¬ 
dence ; the sum of 5000/. was given him to procure an 
equipage suitable to his new rank: he received also the 
seat of the duke of St. Alban’s called Summer-hill, and 
lord Cottington’s estate in Wiltshire, valued at 1500/. per 
annum , with other lauded property, amounting in all to 
about 4000/. per annum , to him and his heirs. He was 
also made chancellor of the duchy of Lancaster. Those 
writers, therefore, who represent him as no more accessary 
to the murder of Charles f. than any other members of the 
council, or court, must see from these circumstances, 
which would not otherwise be worth repeating, that the re¬ 
publicans attached the greatest importance to the part he 
had to perforin, and considered it as worthy, not only to 
be honoured with the most splendid accompaniments, but 
to be rewarded with the richest gifts and grants. Bradshaw 
was in truth a more thorough republican than most of the 
party, and became obnoxious to Cromwell for disapproving 
cf the latter placing himself at the head of the government. 
This occasioned frequent disputes between them, and 
Cromwell at length prevailed in depriving him of the office 
of chief justice of Chester. On the death of Cromwell, 
when the long parliament was restored, Bradshaw ob¬ 
tained a seat in the council, was elected president, and 
would have been appointed commissioner of the great seal, 
but his infirm state of health obliged him to decline the 
latter. He died Nov. 22, 1659, declaring, consistently 
enough with his former principles, that if the king were to 
be tried and condemned again, he would be the first man 
that should do it. He was pompously interred in West¬ 
minster abbey, from whence his body was taken up, at the 
restoration, and exposed on the gibbet with those of Croat- 
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\vell and Ireton. Doubts have been entertained as to this 
fact, and some have supposed he went abroad and died at 
Jamaica; because a cannon was found there with an inscrip¬ 
tion signifying that his dust was deposited near it. No¬ 
thing, however, can be better ascertained than his death in 
England. 1 

BRADSHAW (William), an eminent puritan divine* 
was born in 1571 at Market-Boswortb, in Leicestershire, of 
an ancient but reduced family, and was first educated at 
Worcester free school, at the expense of an uncle, bn 
whose death he was obliged to return to Bosworth, but af- 
terw'ards fouud a friend in Mr. Ainsworth, schoolmaster at 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch, who continued his education in that 
school. In 1583, he was admitted along with Joseph Hall, 
afterwards the celebrated bishop of Exeter, into Emma¬ 
nuel college, Cambridge, and took in course liis degree of 
B. A. and M. A. but could not obtain a fellowship, accord¬ 
ing to the statutes, which allow but of one of a county at 
time, and that for Leicestershire was gained by Mr. 
Hall. The master of tiie college, however. Dr. Cha- 
derton, who had a high respect for him, first procured him 
to be tutor to the children of sir Thomas Leighton, gover¬ 
nor of Guernsey, and afterwards to be fellow' of Sidney 
Sussex college, then newly' founded. He then entered 
into holy orders, and preached first as a lecturer at Abing- 
ton, near Cambridge, and at. Steeple Morton. Afterwards, 
by the recommendation of Dr. Chaderton, he was in 1601 
settled at Chatham, in Kent; but before he had been there 
a year, he was sent for by the archbishop of Canterbury 
(Whilgifi) and commanded to subscribe, which he refusing, 
was suspended. He therefore was obliged to remove, but 
was afterwards licensed by the bishop of Litchfield and Co¬ 
ventry (Dr. Overton) to preach any where in his diocese, 
and at length coming to London, was chosen lecturer of 
Christ Church, Newgate-street. Here, however, he pub¬ 
lished a treatise against the Ceremonies, which obliged him 
to leave the city and retire to the house of his friend and 
patron, Mr. liedriche, at Newhall, in Leicestershire, and he 
remaitied here until near his death, which happened when 
on a visit at Chelsea in 1618. Bishop Hall says of him, 
that he was “ of a strong brain and of a free spirit, not 

1 Noble’s Lives of the Regicides.—Gent. Mag. (see index,) trhere are many 
Inquiries and discussions on his history.—Barwick’s Life.-—Peek’s Desiderata, 
voi. II. and Gent. Mag. vol. LXIV. p. 115. 
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suffering himself for small differences of judgment to be 
alienated from his friends, to whom, notwithstanding his 
seeming austerity, he was very pleasing in conversation, 
being full of witty and harmless urbanity. He was very 
strong and eager in arguing, hearty in friendship, regardless 
of the world, a despiser of compliments, a lover of reality, 
full of digested and excellent notions, and a painful labourer 
in God’s vineyard.” The rev. Thomas Gatakcr, of Rother- 
hithc, wrote his life, a long and not uninteresting account. 

Of his works we know only “ Several Treatises of Wor¬ 
ship and Ceremonies,” first printed in 1601, afterwards 
that o?i ceremonies, as mentioned above, and the whole 
reprinted 1660: “ English Puritanism, containing the main 
■opinions of the rigidest sort of those that went by that name 
in the realm of England,” 1605. This is valuable, as 
showing the difference between the principles of the ancient 
•and modern non-conformists ; Neal has given an abstract 
of it, and Dr. Aim s translated it into Latin. J\1r. Brad- 
-shaw also wrote “ Dissertatio de ju.-tificatione,” printed at 
Leyden the year ef his death, lf>]8, l2mo, and “ A plaine 
and pithy Exposition of the Second Epistle t»> the Thes»a- 
lonians,” 1620, 4u>, published by Gutaker. 1 

BRAD WAR DINE (Thomas), archbishop of Canterbury*, 
is supposed to have been born at llortfield, in Cheshire, 
about the middleof the reign of king Edward 1. in the four¬ 
teenth century. He was of Merton college, Oxford, and 
was one of the proctors of that university in 1225. f!e 
excelled in mathematical knowledge, and was in general 
■distinguished for his accurate and solid investigations in di¬ 
vinity, which procured him the title of the “ profound Doc¬ 
tor.” lie was confessor to Edward HE. and attended that 
monarch in his French wars, often preaching before the 
army. Sir Henry Savile informs us that some writers of 
that time attributed the signal victories of Edward, rather 
to the virtues and holy character of his chaplain, than to 
the bravery or prudence of the monarch or of any other 
person. He made it his business to calm and mitigate the 
fierceness of his master’s temper when he saw him either 
immoderately fired with warlike rage, or improperly flushed 
with the advantages of victory, lie also often addressed 
the army, and with so much meekness and persuasive dis¬ 
cretion, as to restrain them from those insolent excesses- 
which are too frequently the attendants of milit ary success. 

* Life by Gatakcr in Clarke’s Lives of Thirty-two Divines.—Neal's Puritans, 
vo>. J. 4to edit. 
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When tlie see of Canterbury became vacant, tlie monks' 
of that city chose him archbishop, but Edward, who was 
fond of iiis company, refused to part with him. Another va¬ 
cancy happening soon after, the monks again elected him, 
and Edward yielded to their desires. The modesty and in¬ 
nocence of his manners, and his unquestionable piety and 
integrity, seem to have been the principal causes of his ad¬ 
vancement. lie was, however, by no means adapted to 
a court, where his personal inauners and character became 
an object of derision, the best proof history can afford us 
of their excellence. Even when he was consecrated at 
Avignon, cardinal Hugh, a nephew of the pope, ridiculed 
the prelate by introducing into the hall a person in a pea¬ 
sant’s habit, riding on au ass, petitioning the pope to make 
him archbishop of Canterbury, but the jest was so ill re¬ 
lished that the pope and cardinals resented the indignity, 
and frowned on the insolent contriver. Bradwardine was 
consecrated in 1349; but not many weeks after his conse¬ 
cration, and only seven days after his return into England, 
he died at Lambeth. His principal work “ De Causa Dei,” 
against the Pelagian heresy, was edited from the MS. in 
Merton college library by sir Ilenry Savile, 1618, fol. with 
a biographical preface, in which he informs us that Brad- 
wardine devoted his principal application to theology and 
mathematics; and that particularly in the latter he dis¬ 
tanced, perhaps, the most skilful of his contemporaries* 
These mathematical works art;, 1. “ Astronomical tables,” 
in MS. in the possession of Sir Henry. 2. “ Geometria 
Speeulaliva, cum Arithmctica spcculativa,” Paris, 1495, 
1504, fol. 'I’lie arithmetic had been printed separately in 
1502, unci other editions of both appeared in 1512 and 
1530. 3. “ De pvoportionibus,” Paris, 1495, Venice, 

1 505, fol. 4. “ De quadratura circuli,” Paris, 1495, fol. 
Sir Henry Savile informs us that the treatise against Pela- 
gius was first delivered in lectures at Oxford, and the au¬ 
thor, at the request of the students of Merton college, ar¬ 
ranged, enlarged, and polished them, while he was chan¬ 
cellor of the diocese of London. As Bradwardine was a 
very excellent mathematician, he endeavoured to treat the¬ 
ological subjects with a mathematical accuracy, and was 
the first divine, as jar as I know, says sir Henry, who pur¬ 
sued tii.il method. Hence this book against Pelagian ism is 
one .regular, connected series of reasoning, from princi¬ 
ples or cviiu kisions which have been demonstrated before; 
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and if, in the several lemmas and propositions, a mathe¬ 
matical accuracy is not on ail occasions completely pre¬ 
served, the reader must remember to ascribe the defect to 
the nature of the subject, rather than to the author. 1 

BRADY (Dr. Nicholas), an English divine of good 
parts and learning, the son of Nicholas Brady, an officer 
in the king’s army in the civil wars of 1641, was born at 
Bandon, in the county of Cork, Oct. the 2Sth, 1669; and 
continued in Ireland till he was 12 years of age. Then he 
was sent over to England to Westminster-sehool; and from 
thence elected student to Christ-church in Oxford. After 
continuing there about four years, he went to Dublin, 
where his father resided; at which university he immedi¬ 
ately commenced B. A. When he was of due standing, 
his diploma for the degree of D. D. was, on account of his 
uncommon merit, presented to him bv that university while 
he was in England ; and brought over by Dr Pratt, then 
sgnior travelling fellow, afterwards provost of that college. 
H is first ecclesiastical preferment was to a prebend in the 
cathedral of St. Barry, at Cork ; to which he was collated 
by bishop Wetlenhal, whose domestic chaplain he was. 
He was u zealous promoter of the revolution, and in con¬ 
sequence of his zeal suffered for it. In 1690, when the 
troubles broke out in Ireland, by his interest with king 
James’s general, MfCarty, he thrice prevented the burn¬ 
ing of the town of Bandon, after three several orders given 
by that prince to destroy it. The same year, having been 
deputed by the people of Bandon, he went over to Eng¬ 
land, to petition the parliament for a redress of some griev¬ 
ances they had suffered while king James was in Ireland ; 
and afterwards quitting his* preferments in Ireland, he set¬ 
tled in London ; where, being celebrated for his abilities in 
the pulpit, he was elected minister of St. Catherine Cree 
church, and lecturer of St. Michael’s Wood-street. He 
afterwards became minister of Richmond in Surry, and 
Stratford upon Avon in Warwickshire, and at length rector 
of Clapharn in Surry ; which last, together with Rich¬ 
mond, he held till his death. His preferments amounted 
to 6001. a year, but he was so little of an ceconomist as to 
be obliged to keep a school at Richmond. He was also 
chaplain to the duke of Ormond’s troop of horse-guards, as 

1 Tanner.—Milner’s Church History, vol. IV. p. S2.—Henry’s History of 
England, fourteenth century.—Fabric. Bibl. Med. ad Inf. jEtat.—Dupin.—Cave, 
▼of II.—Blount's Censura.—Saxii Onomasticon. 
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he was to their majesties king William and queen' Mary. 
He died May 20, 1726, aged 66, leaving behind him the 
character of being a person of an agreeable temper, a po¬ 
lite gentleman, an excellent preacher, and a good poet. 
He has no high rank, however, among poets, and would 
have long ere now been forgotten in that character, if his 
name was not so familiar as a translator of the new version 
of the “ Psalms,” in conjunction with Mr. Tate, which ver¬ 
sion was licensed 1696. He translated also the ALneids of 
Virgil,” published by subscription in 1726, 4 vols. 8vo, 
and a tragedy, called “The Rape, or the Innocent Impos¬ 
tors,” neither performances of much character. His prose 
works consist of “ Sermons,” three volumes of which were 
published by himself in 1704, 1706, and 1713, and three 
others by his eldest son, who was a clergyman at Tooting, 
in Surry, London, 1730, 8vo.* 

BItADY (Robert), a noted historian and physician of 
the seventeenth century, was born in the county of Norfolk, 
and admitted in Caius college in Cambridge, February 20, 
1G43. He took his degree of bachelor of physic in 1653, 
and was created doctor in that faculty September 5, 1660, 
by virtue of the king’s mandatory letters. On the first of 
December the same year, he was, in pursuance of king 
Charles’s mandate, elected master of his college, upon the 
resignation of Dr. Bachcroft. About the year 1670, or as 
some think not until 1685, he was appointed keeper of the 
records in the Tower of London ; in which office he em¬ 
ployed himself in perusing those most valuable monuments 
in his possession, with a view to his historical works. Some 
time after, he was chosen regius professor of physic in the 
university of Cambridge. In 1679, he wrote a letter to 
Dr. Sj’denham, on the influence of the air, &c. which is 
published among that learned person’s works. But his 
largest and most considerable performance was, “An In¬ 
troduction to the old English History,” in which he main¬ 
tains these three propositions : 1. That the representatives 
of the commons in parliament, viz. knights, citizens, and 
burgesses, were not introduced till the forty-ninth of 
Henry III. ; 2. That William, duke of Normandy, made 
an absolute conquest of the nation ; 3. That the succession 
to the crown of England is hereditary (descending to the 
nearest of blood), and not elective: And “ A complete 

1 Biog. Brit.—Cibber’s Lives, vol- IV.—Nichols’s Poems, vol. V.—Biog. Dram, 
—Spectator, 8vo edit, with notes, No. 168. 
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History of England, from the first entrance of the Romans, 
unto the end of the reign of king Richard II.” in three vols. 
fol. about which he was employed several years, and which 
■was printed 1685 and 1700, usually bound in two volumes. 
In the year 1681 he was chosen one of the representatives 
for the university of Cambridge, in that parliament which 
met at Oxford; and again in 1685, in the parliament of 
king James II. He was likewise physician in ordinary to 
this king; and, on the twenty-second of October, 1688, 
was one of those persons who gave in their depositions con¬ 
cerning the birth of the pretended prince of Wales. He 
died on the nineteenth of August, 1700. He was an ac¬ 
curate writer, and a curious and diligent searcher into our 
ancient records ; but his impartiality has been called in 
question, particularly by those who contend for the higher 
antiquity of parliaments, and a larger proportion of popu¬ 
lar influence in the constitution. Tyrell wrote his “ Ge¬ 
neral History of Englaud,” in opposition to that of Brady. 
Dr. Gilbert Stuart, who hated all Scotch historians ex¬ 
cept himself, maintains that Hume executed his History 
on Brady's principles; allowing Brady to possess an ex¬ 
cellent understanding and admirable quickness. Dr. Stu¬ 
art asserts also, that he was the slave of a faction. Dr. 
Brady’s other publications were, “ An Answer to Mr. Pe- 
tyt’s Book on Parliaments,” London, 1681, 8vo; and 
“An Historical Treatise of Cities and Burghs or Boroughs,” 
Ibid. 1690, fol. reprinted 1704.' 

BltAHE (Tyciio), a very celebrated astronomer, de¬ 
scended from a noble and illustrious Danish family, was 
born in 1546 at Knudstorp, a small lordship near Helsing- 
borg, in Scania, llis father, Otto Brahe, having a large 
family, Tycho was educated under the care and at the ex¬ 
pence of his uncle George Brahe, who, having no chil¬ 
dren, adopted him as his heir. Finding his nephew a boy 
of lively capacity, and though only seven years of age, 
strongly inclined to study, he had him instructed in the 
Latin tongue unknown to his father, who considered lite¬ 
rature as inglorious, and was desirous that all his sons 
should follow the profession of arms. In the twelfth year 
of his age, Tycho was removed to the academy of Copen¬ 
hagen ; and his mind, which had not yet taken any direc¬ 
tion, was casually incited to the study of astronomy by 
an eclipse of the sun, which happened on Aug. 21, 1560. 

1 Biog. Brit. 
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He had for some time examined the astrological diaries 
or almanacks, which pretended to predict future events 
from the inspection of the stars; but wheo he observed 
that the eclipse happened at the precise time at which it 
was foretoid, he considered that science as divine, which 
could thus so thoroughly understand the motions of the 
heavenly bodies as to foretel their places and relative po¬ 
sitions : and from that moment he devoted himself to astro¬ 
nomy. 

In 1562, he was sent to Leipsic for the purpose of study¬ 
ing civil law ; but attending to it no farther than he was 
compelled, continued his astronomical pursuits, and from 
his tutor’s remonstrances conceived a greater disgust for 
law studies. All the money his uncle allowed him for 
pocket-expences, he laid out in the purchase of astronomi¬ 
cal books; and having obtained a small celestial globe, he 
took the opportunity, while his preceptor was in bed, of 
examining the heavenly bodies, and before a mouth bad 
elapsed, be made himself acquainted with all the stars 
which at that time appeared above the horizon. Inspired 
with the same ardent zeal in pursuit of his favourite 
science, he learned geometry and mathematics without a 
master, and invented a radius, and several mathematical 
instruments. 

Having passed three years at Leipsic, he was preparing 
to pursue his travels though Germany; but the death of 
his uncle obliged him to return to his native country, in 
order to superintend and settle his estates, which he largely 
inherited. Instead of finding himself encouraged and 
esteemed for the wonderful progress which at his early 
age he had made in the science of astronomy and its con¬ 
comitant studies, he was mortified at being treated with 
contempt by liis relations and and acquaintance for follow¬ 
ing a science which they considered as degrading, and who 
reproached him for not pursuing the study of the law. Dis¬ 
gusted at their behaviour, he settled his affairs, and before 
a year had elapsed set out upon his travels. He proceeded 
to Wittenberg, and afterwards to ltostoc, where an acci¬ 
dent happened which had nearly occasioned his death. 
Being invited to a wedding feast, he had a dispute with a 
Danish nobleman relative to some subject in mathematics; 
and as they were both of choleric dispositions, the dispute 
ended in a duel. In the conflict part of Tycho’s nose was 
cut olF. In order to remedy this defect, Tycho contrived 
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a nose made of gold and silver, which he fastened by 
means of a glue, so artfully formed, it is said, as to bear 
the appearance of the real member, and to deceive many' 
who were not acquainted with his loss. 

From Rostoc Tycho continued his travels, and prose¬ 
cuted his studies in the principal towns of Germany and 
Italy, and particularly at Ausburgh, where he formed an ac¬ 
quaintance with the celebrated Peter Ramus ; invented and 
improved various mathematical instruments, superintended 
the building of an observatory at the expence of the bur¬ 
gomaster Paul Hainzcll, after a plan communicated by 
himself, and formed a scries of astronomical observations 
and discoveries, which astonished and surpassed all who 
had hitherto been considered as the greasest proficients in 
that science. On his return to Copenhagen, in 1570, he 
was soon disgusted with the necessity of going to court; 
and meeting with innumerable interruptions of his studies, 
he removed to Iierritzvold, near Knudstorp, the seat of his 
maternal uncle, Steno Bille, who alone of all his relations 
encouraged him to persevere in his astronomical labours. 
Steno consigned to his nephew a commodious apartment, 
and a convenient place for the construction of his observa¬ 
tory and laboratory. Here Tycho, besides his astronomi¬ 
cal researches, seems to have followed with no less zeal 
the study of chemistry, or rather of alchemy, from the 
chimerical view of obtaining the philosopher’s stone, that 
he might amass sufficient riches to settle in some foreign 
country, hut neither his philosophy, or the unwearied zeal 
with which he prosecuted his studies, could exempt him 
from the passion of love. Being a great admirer of the 
fair sex, lie conceived a violent inclination for Christina, a 
beautiful country girl, the daughter of a neighbouring 
peasant, and alienated his family, who conceived them¬ 
selves disgraced by the alliance, and refused to hold any 
intercourse with him, until Frederick II. commanded them 
to be reconciled. Tycho, who chose her because she 
might be more grateful and subservient than a lady of 
higher birth, never seems to have repented, but ever 
found his Christina an agreeable companion and an obedi¬ 
ent wife.—About this period, he first appeared as a public 
teacher, and read lectures on astronomy at the express de¬ 
sire of the king. He explained the theory of the planets, 
and preceded his explanation by a very learned oration 
concerning the history and excellency of astronomy and its 
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bitter sciences, with some remaiks in favour of judicial as¬ 
trology, a study as congenial to the time as to the inclina¬ 
tions of our philosopher. 

Offended with his relations, and disgusted with his coun¬ 
trymen, he had long determined to quit Denmark, and to 
settle abroad ; and after travelling through Germany and 
Italy, he at length fixed upon Basil: which he preferred, 
for the wholesomeness of the air, the cheapness of the 
living, and the celebrity of the university ; and from whence 
he might hold a correspondence with the astronomers of 
J r ranee, Germany, and Italy. On his return to Denmark 
he was preparing with the utmost secrecy to transport his 
library 7 , &e. but was prevented by an unexpected summons 
from the king, who, in order to retain him, offered him 
his protection and encouragement, presented him with the 
island of Huen as a proper retirement, and promised to 
erect, at his own expencc, whatever buildings and appa¬ 
ratus should be found necessary for his astronomical pur¬ 
suits. He settled upon him likewise a pension of a thou¬ 
sand crowns a year, and gave him a cunonry of Iloschild, 
worth two thousand more. Tycho, delighted with this li¬ 
berality, did not hesitate to accept the king’s offer, but 
immediately repaired to Huen, Aug. 8, 157f>, and was 
present at the foundation of a magnificent house, which he 
afterwards called Uranienburgh, or the Castle of the Hea¬ 
vens, and which contained a large suite of apartments, an 
observatory, and a subterraneous laboratory ; and although 
the king supplied 100,000 rix-dollars, Tycho Brahe did not 
expend less than the same sum. He afterwards constructed 
a detached building, which he called Stiernberg, or the 
.Mountain of the Stars. 

In this retreat Tycho Brahe passed twenty years, and 
greatly improved the science of astronomy by the diligence 
ami exactness of his observations. He maintained several 
scholars in his house for the purpose of instructing them 
in geometry and astronomy, some of whom were sent and 
their expences defrayed l>y the king; others, who volun¬ 
tarily offered themselves, he received and supported at 
his- own cxpence. He lived at the same time in a most 
sumptuous manner, kept an open house with unbounded 
ImspiLal.ty, and was always happy to entertain and receive 
all persons, who flocked in crowds to pay their respects 
to 3 . person of his renown. 
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During liis residence in the island of Iluen, he received 
numerous visits from persons of the highest rank. Among 
these must he particularly mentioned Ulric duke of' Meck¬ 
lenburg}), in company with his daughter Sophia, queen of 
Denmark ; William, landgrave of Hesse Cassel, whose cor¬ 
respondence with Brahe on astronomical subjects has been 
given to the public, and who bad shewn himself a constant 
patron to the Danish astronomer. In 1590 Tycho was 
honoured with a visit from James the First, then king of 
Scotland, when that monarch repaired to the court of Co¬ 
penhagen to conclude his marriage with the princess Anne, 
and was so delighted with Brahe’s apparatus and conver¬ 
sation, that he remained eight days at Uranienburgh. On 
retiring he presented Tycho with a magnificent present, 
and afterwards accompanied his royal licence for the pub¬ 
lication of Tycho Brahe’s works with the following flatter¬ 
ing testimony of his abilities and learning : “ Nor am I 
acquainted with these things from the relation of others, 
or from a mere perusal of your works; but I have seen them 
with my own eyes, and heard them with my own ears, in 
your residence at Uranienburgh, during the various learned 
and agreeable conversations which I there held with you, 
which even now affect my mind to such a degree, that it 
is diflicult to decide, whether I recollect them with greater 
pleasure or admiration ; which l now willingly testily by 
this licence to present and future generations, &c.” His 
majesty also, at iiis particular request, composed, in ho¬ 
nour of theDauishastronon.tr, sente Latin verses, more 
expressive indeed of his esteem and admiration than re¬ 
markable for classic elegance. 

In 1592 lie was honoured with a \isit from his own so¬ 
vereign, Christian the Fourth, then in the fifteenth year 
of his age, who continued some days at Uranienburgh. 
That promising young prince shewed great curiosity in 
examining the astronomical and chemical apparatus, ex¬ 
pressed the highest satisfaction in receiving explanations 
and instructions, proposed various questions on several 
points of mathematics and mechanics, to which his majesty 
was attached, and particularly on the principles of fortifi¬ 
cation, and the construction of ships. lie was also highly 
delighted with a gilt tin globe, which represented the face 
of »he heavens, and so contrived, that, being turned on 
its own axis, it shewed the rising and setting of the sun, 
the motions of the planets and heavenly bodies; a won- 
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derful contrivance for chat age. Tycho, observing the 
delight which the young king shewed in observing these 
phenomena, presented it to him, who in return gave him 
a gold chain, and assured him of his unalterable protection 
and attachment. 

Notwithstanding, however, these assurances, the king’s 
youth was worked upon by those courtiers who were en¬ 
vious of Brahe’s merit, or who had been offended by the 
violence of his temper, and the severity of his satire, and 
under various pretences, prevailed upon Christian to de¬ 
prive him of his pension, and the canonry of Roschild. 
Being thus deprived of the means of supporting his esta¬ 
blishment at Uranienburgh, lie repaired to his house at 
Copenhagen, and having afterwards transported from Ura¬ 
nienburgh all such instruments as could be removed, he 
Jeft Copenhagen, landed at Rostock, and remained a year 
at Wansbeck with his learned friend Henry Rantzan. Hav¬ 
ing dedicated a treatise on astronomy to the emperor 
Rhodolpli II. who was extremely addicted to astronomy, 
chemistry, and judicial astrology, he at length received a 
very flattering invitation from that monarch, which he 
accepted without hesitation, and repaired to Prague in 
15'JD. The emperor received him in the kindest and most 
honourable manner, built for liim an observatory and ela-- 
boratory, settled on him an ample pension, and treated- 
him with the highest marks of deference and respect. 

In the service of Rhodolpli he passed the remainder of 
his days, but did not live long to enjoy his protection. 
He had had a good state of health till the year previous to. 
his death, when his constitution, somewhat weakened by 
the intcnsencss of his application, was still fartlu r shattered 
by the chagrin occasioned by his removal from Uranien¬ 
burgh. At that period he began to experience symptoms 
of complaints which announced his approaching dissolu¬ 
tion, but which he concealed as much as possible Irom his 
friends. He was reduced, however, to so low a state as to 
be affected with the most trilling circumstances, which he 
considered as prodigies, and would frequently interrupt 
his sallies of wit with sudden reflections on death. The 
immediate cause of his death was a strangury, occasioned 
by an imprudent retention. Iro n delicacy, while in com¬ 
pany, which being attended with the most excruciating 
torments, brought on a violent fever, and a temporary 
delirium, in the midst of which he was heard repeatedly 
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to cry out, “ Ne frustra vixisse videar.” His delirium afe 
length subsiding, he became calm and composed, and 
perfectly sensible. Being extremely debilitated by the 
violence of his disorder, he perceived that he* had not 
many hours to live. Accordingly he gave orders with the 
utmost coolness and resignation; even amused himself 
with composing an extempore copy of verses, sung various 
hymns ; offered up prayers and supplications to the Su¬ 
preme Being; recommended to his family and friends 
piety and resignation to the divine will; exhorted his 
pupils to persevere in their studies; and conversed with 
Kepler on the most abstruse parts of astronomy. Thus, 
amidst prayers, exhortations, and literary conversation, 
he expired so peaceably, that he was neither heard nor 
seen, by any of those who were present, to breathe his 
last, lie died in October 1601 , in the fifty-fifth year of 
his age. 

It is remarkable, that so sensible a man, and so accu¬ 
rate an observer as Tycho Brahe, should be so infected 
with the rage of system-making as to reject the simple and 
beautiful system of Copernicus, established by the most 
incontrovertible proofs, and to endeavour to reconcile the 
absurdities of the Ptolemaic system. He was, indeed, too 
well acquainted with the motions of the heavenly bodies, 
not to be sensible that the sun was the centre of the 
system ; and though he was struck with the simplicity and 
harmony of the Pjnlmgorean system, which Copernicus 
had lately revived, yet, out of respect, it is said, for se¬ 
veral passages in scripture, he absurdly endeavoured to 
reconcile (what were never intended to be reconciled) his 
learning with his faith : he rejected the diurnal rotation of 
the earth on its owu axis ; supposed that the earth was , 
quiescent; that the sun, with all the planets, was carried 
about the earth in the space of a year; and that the 
planets, by their proper motions, revolved round the sun 
in their several periods; thus retaining the most absurd 
part of the Ptolemaic hypothesis, which makes the whole 
planetary system revolve round the earth in the space of 
every twenty-four hours. Tycho, indeed, was so bigot- 
ted to his own hypothesis, and shewed, even in his last 
moments, such an attachment to his own system, as to 
desire his favourite scholar, the great‘ Kepler, to follow 
bis system rather than that of Copernicus. 

If we were to estimate the merits of Tycho Brahe as an 
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astronomer, we should compare the science as he left it 
with the state in which he found it. His great merit con¬ 
sisted in his inventions and improvements of mathematical 
instruments, and in the diligence and exactness with 
which he made astronomical observations for a long series 
of years. And as his instruments were remarkably good, he 
composed a catalogue of 777 fixed stars, all observed by 
himself, with an accuracy unknown to former astronomers. 
He likewise discovered the refraction of the air; demon-, 
strated, against the prevailing opinion of those times, that 
the comets were higher than the moon ; and from his ob¬ 
servations on the moon and the other planets, the theories 
of their motions were afterwards corrected and improved. 
He was also the first astronomer who composed a table of 
refractions, and shewed the use to be made of them in 
astronomy. Such is the reputation of Tycho Brahe, for 
his great proficiency in that science, that Costard, in his 
History of Astronomy, has fixed upon his name as marking 
the beginning of a new period. 

He seems to have embraced a large circle of the arts 
and sciences, lie cultivated poetry, and wrote Latin verses, 
not without some degree of classic elegance. He drew 
the plan for building the castle of Cronberg, and sketched 
the design for the noble mausoleum of Frederic the Se¬ 
cond, which was executed in Italy, and is erected in the 
cathedral of Roschild. He dabbled also in physic. He 
was fond of being consulted, and readily gave his advice 
and medicines gratis to those who consulted him. He 
invented an elixir, which he calls an infallible cure for 
epidemic disorders, of which he has published the recipe 
In a letter to the emperor Rhodolph. He was a good me- 
jchauic. He possessed several automates, and took great 
delight in showing them to the peasants, and w'as always 
pleased if they took them for spirits. He was no less fond 
of being consulted as a fortune-teller, and willingly en¬ 
couraged an opinion, that his knowledge of the heavenly 
bodies enabled hint to observe horoscopes, and foretei 
events. Many traditional fables of his predictions have 
been handed down to posterity, which shew his proneness 
to judicial astrology, arid the weakness of those who be¬ 
lieved his predictions. In many instances astrological pre¬ 
dictions, by alarming, occasion the event which they fore¬ 
tei, and have thus gained a false credit from the weak or 
the unwary. Thus Tycho Brahe’s astrological prediction? 
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proved fatal to the emperor Rhodolph II. for, being in¬ 
formed by Tycho, that a star which presided at his nativity 
threatened him with some sinister designs to his prejudice, 
from his relations, he was thrown into such a panic, that 
he did not venture to quit his palace, or appear before any 
person ; and, as the conduct of his brother Matthias con¬ 
firmed the astrologer’s informations, he fell at last a prey 
to his grief, and died 18th of January 1612, aged fifty— 
.nine years. 

At Uranienburgh Tycho Brahe had several contrivances 
calculated to deceive and astonish those who came to visit 
and consult him. Among others, several bells, commu¬ 
nicating with the rooms in the upper story, inhabited by 
his scholars, the handles of which were concealed in his 
own apartments. Frequently, when company was with 
him, he would pretend to want something, and having 
secretly pulled the bell, would cry out, “ Come hither 
Peter, come hither Christian,” and was pleased to observe 
the astonishment of the company, who not hearing the bells, 
were surprized at the appearance of the person who was 
thus summoned. He was no less devoted to the study of 
chemistry than to astronomy, and expended as much on the 
terrestrial astronomy, as he styles it, as on the celestial. 
He left, indeed, no writings upon that science, although 
it seems to have been his intention to have given to the 
public a selection of his experiments, which he had made 
with so much labour and expence ; yet, he adds, in the 
true cant of alchymy, “ On consideration, and by the ad¬ 
vice of the most illustrious as well as the most learned 
men, he thought it improper to unfold the secrets of the 
art to the vulgar, as few people were capable of using its 
mysteries to advantage, and without detriment.” 

His foibles were as prominent as his virtue and capacity.' 
He was of a morose and unbending disposition, indulged 
himself in too great freedom of speech, but while he rallied 
others was not pleased to bo rallied himself. He was 
greatly addicted to judicial astrology, and prone to a cre¬ 
dulity and superstition below his learning and judgment. 
If he met an old woman in going out of his house, he 
would instantly return home; and considered an hare as 
an ill omen. While he lived at Uranienburgh he had a 
fool, whose name was Sep, who was accustomed during 
dinner to sit at his feet, and whom he used to feed with 
his own hand. This man was continually uttering inco- 
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herent expressions, which Tycho observed and noted 
down, from a persuasion that the mind, in a state of emo¬ 
tion, was capable of predicting future events, and he even 
believed, if any inhabitant of the island was taken ill, that 
this madman could predict whether he should live or die. 
He maintained, that the cabala and magic, if they did 
not act to the offence of God or man, could lay open 
many abstruse things by figures, images, and marks. But 
upon the whole, with all these weaknesses, we may assent 
to the truth of the eulogium given in his “ Oratio fune- 
bris,” that to him his studies were life; meditation his 
delight; science riches; virtue nobility; and religion his 
constant direction. 

Gassendus, in his “Equitis Dani Tychonis Brahe Astro- 
nomorum Coryphaei vita,” gives the following list of his 
principal writings : 1. “ An account of the new star which 
appeared Nov. 12tb, 1572, in Cassiopeia,” Copenhagen, 

1573, 4to. 2. “ An oration concerning the mathematical 
sciences, pronounced in the university of Copenhagen, in 

1574, ” published by Conrad Aslac, of Bergen, in Nor¬ 

way. 3. “A treatise on the comet of the year 1577, im¬ 
mediately after it disappeared.” Upon revising it nine 
years afterwards, he added a tenth chapter, printed’ at 
Uraniburgh, 1589. 4. “ Another treatise on the new 

phenomena of the heavens in the first part of which he 
treats of the restitution, as he calls it, of the sun, and of 
the fixed slars; and in the second part, of a new star 
which had then made its appearance. 5. “ A collection 
of astronomical epistles,” Uraniburgh, 1596, 4to; Nu¬ 
remberg, 1602, and Francfort, 1610. It was dedicated 
fe Maurice, landgrave of Hesse, because it contains a 
Rmsiderable number of letters of the landgrave William, 
his father, and of Christopher Rothmann, the mathema¬ 
tician of that prince, to Tycho, and of Tycho to them. 
6. “ The mechanical principles of Astronomy restored,” 
Wandesburg, 1598, folio. 7. An answer to the letter of 
a certain Scotchman concerning the comet in the year 
1577.” 8. * f On the composition of an elixir for the plague; 
addressed to the emperor Rodolphus.” 9. “ An elegy upon 
his exile,” Rostock, 1614, 4to. 10. “ The Rodolphine 
tables,” revised and published by Kepler, according 
to Tycho’s desire. 11. “ An accurate enumeration of 
the fixed stars, addressed to the emperor Rodolphus.” 
12. “A complete catalogue of 1000 of the fixed stars, 
wbinb KenW has inserted in the Rodolphine tables.” 
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13. “ Ilistoria cadestis; or a history of the heavens, in 
two partsthe first containing the observations he liacl 
made at Uraniburgh, in 16 books; the latter containing 
the observations made at Wandcsburg, Wittenberg, Prague, 
&c. in four books. 14. “ An epistle to Caster Pueer,” 
printed at Copenhagen, 1668. 

The apparatus of Tycho Brahe, after having been trans¬ 
ported from place to place during bis life, was, after his 
death, purchased of bis heirs by the emperor Ilodolph, for 
£2,000 crowns of gold. The persons to whose custody he 
committed them, concealed them from inspection ; and 
thus they remained useless till the time of the troubles of 
Bohemia, when the army of the elector palatine plundered 
them, breaking some of them, and applying others to dif¬ 
ferent uses. The great celestial globe of brass was pre¬ 
served, carried from Prague, and deposited with the 
Jesuits of Neyssa, in Silesia, whence it was afterwards 
taken, about the year 1633, by Udalric, son of Christian, 
king of Denmark, and placed in the hall of the royal aca¬ 
demy at Copenhagen. 1 

B RAM AN TE DI URBINO, or Donato Lazzaui, but 
celebrated under the former name, a painter and architect, 
was born at Castel Durante, in the territory of Urbino, in 
1444, and at Urbino studied the works of Fra Carncvulc, 
or Corradini. His fame as an architect has nearly oblite¬ 
rated his memory as a painter, though many of his works 
remain at hjilan and its district, and are repeatedly men¬ 
tioned by Cesariani and Lomazzo, who observe that bis, 
«tyle on the whole resembled that of Andrea Mantegna, 
lie painted portraits, sacred and profane history, in dis¬ 
temper and in fresco. He too, like Mantegna, studied 
much after casts, thence perhaps the too salient lights d| 
his flesh. Like him, he draped models in paper or glued 
linen, to avoid stiffness. Lomazzo, who cleaned one of 
his pictures in distemper, found that, like Mantegna, he 
made use of a viscous liquid. The public frescoes of 
Bramante at Milan, mentioned by Lomazzo and Scara- 
muccia, are either no more, or spoiled ; but a considerable 
number of private ones still remain in certain apartments 
of the palaces Borri and Castiglioni. In the Certosa of 
Pavia there is likewise a chapel said to have been painted 
by him : the proportions are square, and rather heavy ; tire 

* Principally from Cone’s Travels into Poland, Russia, Sweden, and Den¬ 
mark, vol. III. 4to edit. 1791.—Rees’s Cyclopaedia.—Gen. Diet.—Moreri.— 
Saxii Onoinast. 
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faces full, the aged heads grand; the colour vivid and sa¬ 
lient, not without some crudity. The same style prevails 
in a picture of his belonging to the Melzi family, repre¬ 
senting several saints and a beautiful perspective; it recurs 
again in an altar-piece of the Incoronata at Lodi, a 
charming temple built from the design of Brain ante, by 
Gio. Bataggio, a native of the place ; but his master-piece 
at Milan is at the church of S. Sebastian, the patron 
saint, in whose style no trace of Quattrocento appears. 

His talents, however, being more strongly turned for 
architecture, he devoted himself to it with great success. 
His iirst patron, after his arrival at Rome, was cardinal 
Oliver Caraffa, for whom he designed and completed the 
choir in the convent of the Frati della pace. This speci¬ 
men of his talents recommended him to the notice of Alex¬ 
ander VI. in whose service he executed many designs. 
Under Julius II. lie was employed as superintendant of his 
buildings, in accomplishing the grand project of joining 
the Belvidcre with the Vatican, by means of two galleries 
extended across a valley. In 1504 he accompanied pope 
Julius to Bologna, and was engaged in fortifying the town; 
and during the war of Miraudola, he had seve-ral opportu¬ 
nities of exercising his talents in the military art. After 
his return to Rome, he adorned the city with many fine 
buildings ; and at length undertook to demolish the ca¬ 
thedral of St. Peter’s, and to supply its place with another 
edifice suited to the capital of the Christian world. His 
plan for this purpose was adopted ; and before the death 
of the pope, in 1513, the new structure was advanced as 
far as the entablature ; and at the time of his own death, 
in 1514, the four great arches for the support of the dome 
were erected. The original design was abandoned by the 
architects who succeeded him, not without injury to the 
Structure ; but the prosecution of the work was entrusted 
with Michael Angelo, who praised his plan, and conformed 
las much as possible to his ideas. Bramante was no less 
■estimable for bis general character than for his extraordi¬ 
nary talents as an artist. Obliging in his disposition, lie 
took pleasure in encouraging young persons of the pro¬ 
fession ; and he invited the celebrated Raphael, who was; 
liis cousin, to Rome, instructed him in architecture, and 
procured for him employment in the Vatican. He was 
also skilled in poetry and music, and composed extempo¬ 
raneously for his harp. To him is ascribed the invention 

r v 2 
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of (constructing arches by casting in wooden moulds a mix¬ 
ture of lime, marble dust, and water, supposed to be a 
revival of the stucco of the antients. His poetical works 
were printed at Milan, in 1756. The knowledge and 
practice of the art of engraving may also be added to his 
other accomplishments. This art he probably acquired at 
Milan, and his execution of it exactly resembles the style 
of Andrea Mantegna, that is, with the strokes running 
from one corner of the plate to the other, without any 
crossing. He died in 1514. 1 

BRAMER (Leonard), a Flemish historical painter, was 
born at Delft, in 1596, and acquired the art of painting 
in the school of Rembrandt, whose manner in small he 
imitated. At the age of 18 years he went to Rome for 
further improvement, but could never wholly divest him¬ 
self of the Flemish style. With a fine taste of design he 
combined an expression generally good, and occasionally 
noble. His pencil is delicate, and his colouring very pe¬ 
culiar in the tints, and by great skill in the management 
of the ehiaro-scuro, light, bold, and full of lustre, parti¬ 
cularly in the vases, which he was fond of introducing, 
and to which he gave a rich and fine relievo. To his pic¬ 
tures he was accustomed to give a great degree of trans¬ 
parence, by painting with a very thin body of colour, 
especially in the brown and shadowy parts. His name was 
famous, not only at Rome, but in several other cities of 
Italy, and his works, out of Italy, are scarce; but when 
they occur in an undamaged state, they fetch high prices. 
Among his most capital pictures are the “ Raising of La¬ 
zarus,” exhibiting a charming contrast of light and shadow ; 
his “ Denial of St. Peter,” both executed in his best 
manner, and preserved at Rome; and particularly a small 
picture on copper, representing the “ Story of Pyramus 
and Thisbe.”* 

BRAMHALL (John), an eminent prelate, was de¬ 
scended from the antient family of the Bramlialls, of 
Cheshire, and born at Pontefract, in Yorkshire, about 
1593. He received his school education at the place of 
his birth, and was removed from thence to Sidney-college, 
Cambridge, in 1608. After taking the degrees of B. A. 
and M. A. he quitted the university; and, entering into 

* Pilkington.—Strutt.—Koscoe's Leo.—Rees’s Cyclopaedia. 

* Pilkington.—Argenviile.—Descamps, vol. HI. 
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orders, had a living given him in the city of York. About 
the same time he married a clergyman’s widow of the 
Hally’s family, with whom he received a good fortune, 
and a valuable library’, left by her former husband. In 
1623 he had two public disputations, at North-Allerton, 
with a secular priest and a Jesuit. The match between 
prince Charles and the infanta of Spain was then de¬ 
pending ; and the papists expected great advantages and 
countenance to their religion from it. These two, there¬ 
fore, by way of preparing the way for them, sent a public 
challenge to all the protestant clergy in the county of 
York; and when none durst accept it, our author, though 
then but a stripling in the school of controversy, under¬ 
took the combat. His success in this dispute gained him 
so much reputation, and so recommended him in particu¬ 
lar to Matthews, archbishop of York, that he made him 
his chaplain, and took him into his confidence. He was 
afterwards made a prebendary of York*, and then of 
Jlippon ; at which last place he went and resided after the 
archbishop’s death, which happened in 1628, and ma¬ 
naged most of the affairs of that church, in the quality of 
sub-dean. He had great political influence, especially in 
elections, in the town of Rippon, and was also appointed 
one of his majesty’s high commissioners, in the administra¬ 
tion of which office he was by some accounted severe, al¬ 
though far less so than some of his brethren. 

In 1630 he took a doctor of divinity’s degree at Cam¬ 
bridge ; and soon after was invited to Ireland by the lord 
viscount Wentworth, deputy of that kingdom, and sir 
Christopher Wandesford, master of the rolls. He went 
over in 1633, having first resigned all his church prefer¬ 
ments in England ; and a little while after obtained the 
archdeaconry of Meath, the best in that kingdom. The 
first public service he was employed in was a royal visita¬ 
tion, when, finding the revenues of the church miserably 
wasted, the bishoprics, in particular, wretchedly dilapi¬ 
dated by fee-farms and long leases, and small rents, the 
discipline scandalously despised, and the ministers but 
meanly provided, he applied in process of time proper re¬ 
medies to these several evils. In 1634 he was promoted 
to the bishopric of Londonderry ; and improved that see 

* His biographer says he was made Willis, he did not receive this piece of 
prebendary of York during the life of preferment until five years after the 
the archbishop, but according to .Browne death of archbishop Matthews. 
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very much, not only by advancing the rents, but also by 
recovering lands detained from his predecessors. But the 
greatest service he did the church of Ireland, was by get¬ 
ting, with the lord deputy’s assistance, several acts passed 
in the parliament which met in that kingdom on the 14th 
of July, 1634, for the abolishing fee-farms, recovering 
impropriations, &c. by which, and other means, he re¬ 
gained to the church, in the space of four years, 30 or 
40,000 1. a vear. In the convocation that met at the same 
tune, he prevailed upon the church of Ireland to be united 
in the same faith with the church of England, by em¬ 
bracing the thirty-nine articles of religion, agreed upon 
in the convocation holden at London in 1 562. He would 
fain, also, have got the English canons established in Ire¬ 
land ; but could obtain no more than that such of our 
canons as were proper for the Irish should be extended 
thither, and others new framed, and added to them. Ac¬ 
cordingly, a book of canons was compiled, chiefly by our 
bishop, and having passed in convocation, received the 
royal confirmation; but these efforts were either misunder¬ 
stood or misrepresented, and his zeal for uniformity of 
opinion was branded by one party as Arminiattism, and 
by another, afs Popery, neither of which charges, however, 
diverted him from his steady purpose. 

In 1637, he took a journey into England, and was there 
surprised with the news of an information exhibited against 
him in the star-chamber, “ for being present at ltippon 
when one Mr. Palmes bad made some reflecting discourse 
upon his majesty, and neither reproving nor informing 
against him.” The words deserved no very great punish¬ 
ment if they had been true, being no more than, that 
** he feared a Scottish mist was come over their town,” be¬ 
cause the king had altered his lodgings from ltippon, 
where he had designed them, to sir Richard Graham’s 
house, not far from that place. But the bishop easily 
cleared himself and the whole company. After having re¬ 
ceived much honour from Charles 1. and many civilities 
from archbishop Laud and other persons, he returned to 
Ireland, and, with 6000/. for which he sold his estate in 
England, purchased another at Omagh, in the county of 
Tyrone, and began a plantation, which the distractions 
of that kingdom hindered him from perfecting. In March 
1641 articles of high treason were exhibited against him 
ju Ireland, wherein he was charged with having conspire4 
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with others to subvert the fundamental laws of that king¬ 
dom, to introduce an arbitrary and tyrannical government, 
&c. The bishop was at Londonderry, when he received 
intelligence of this accusation. All his friends wrote to 
him to decline the trial ; but, thinking it dishonourable to 
fly, he went directly to Dublin, and was made a close 
prisoner by the parliament. In this distress he wrote to 
the primate Usher, then in England, for his advice and' 
comfort; who mediated so effectually in his behalf with 
the king, that his majesty sent a letter to Ireland, to stop 
proceedings against him. This letter was very slowly 
obeyed ; however, the bishop was at length restored to 
liberty, but without any public acquittal, the charge lying 
still dormant against him, to be awakened when his ene¬ 
mies pleased. Shortly after his return to Londonderry, 
sir Phelirn O’Neil laid a plot to affect his life, in the fol¬ 
lowing manner. He directed a letter to him, wherein he 
desired, “ that, according to their articles, such a gate of 
the city should be delivered to himexpecting that the 
Scotch in the place would, upon the discovery, become 
his executioners: but the person who was to manage the 
matter, ran away with the letter. But, though this de¬ 
sign failed, the bishop did not find any safety there : the 
city daily being crowded with discontented persons out of 
Scotland, he began to be afraid lest they should deliver 
him up. One night they turned a cannon against his house 
to affront him; and, being persuaded bv his friends to 
consider that as a warning, he took their advice, and pri¬ 
vately embarked for England. Here he continued active 
in the king’s service, till his majesty’s affairs were grown 
desperate ; and then, embarking with several persons of 
distinction, he landed at Hamburgh on July 8, 1644 . 

Shortly after, at the treaty of Uxbridge, the parliaments 
of England and Scotland made this one of their prelimi¬ 
nary demands, that bishop Brumhall, together with arch¬ 
bishop Laud, &c. should be excepted out of the general 
pardon. 

From Hamburgh he went to Brussels, where he con¬ 
tinued for the most part till 1648, with sir Henry de Vic, 
the king’s president; constantly preaching every Sunday, 
and frequently administering the sacrament. In that year 
he returned to Ireland ; from whence, after having under¬ 
gone several difficulties, he narrowly escaped in a little 
bark ; all the while he was there, his life was iu continual 
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danger. At Limerick he was threatened with death, if he 
did not suddenly depart the town. At Portumnagh, in¬ 
deed, he afterwards enjoyed more freedom, and an allow¬ 
ance of the church service, under the protection of the 
marquis of Clanrickard : but, at the revolt of Cojrk, be had 
a very narrow deliverance; which deliverance, however, 
troubled Cromwell so, that he declared he would have 
given a good sum of money for that Irish Canterbury, as 
he called him. His escape from Ireland is accounted won¬ 
derful : for the vessel he was in was closely chased by two 
of the parliament frigates, and when they were come so 
near, that all hopes of escape vanished, on a sudden the 
wind sunk into a perfect calm, by whicii it happened won¬ 
derfully that his ship got off, while the frigates w'ere un¬ 
able to proceed at all. During this second time of being 
abroad, he had many disputes about religion with the 
learned of all nations, sometimes occasionally, at other 
times by appointment and formal challenge ; and wrote 
several things in defence of the church of England. He 
likewise purposed to draw a parallel between the liturgy of 
the church of England, and the public forms of the pro- 
testant churches abroad ; and with this view he designed 
to travel about. But he met with a very unexpected in¬ 
terruption in his first day’s journey : for he no sooner 
came into the house where he intended to refresh himself, 
but he was known and called by his name by the hostess. 
While the bishop was wondering at his being discovered, 
she revealed the secret by shewing him his picture*, and 
assured him there were several of them upon the road, that, 
being known by them, he might be seized; and that her 
husband, among others, had power to that purpose, which 
he would certainly make use of if he found him. The 
bishop saw evidently he was a condemned man, being 
already hanged in effigy ; and therefore, making use of 
this intelligence, prudently withdrew into safer quarters. 

Upon the restoration of the church and monarchy, he 
returned to England, and was from the first designed for 


* Granger introduces this story, 
merely to remark on this word “ pic- 
tore,” that it was “ doubtless his priut, 
which he never saw.” Sir William 
Musgrave in his MS “ Adversaria,” in 
the British Museum, observes that it 
was neither a painting nor an en¬ 
graving, but a description of the per¬ 


son by words, which was usually drawn 
up by a painter, and was therefore 
called a picture. But the expression 
of “ being hanged in effigy,” which, as 
Granger does not mention it, sir Wil¬ 
liam probably never saw, seems to 
imply some kind of engraving, or 
caricature. 
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higher promotion. Most people imagined it would be the 
archbishopric of York ; but at last he was appointed arch¬ 
bishop of Armagh, to which he was translated upon the 
18th.of January, 1660-1. The same year he visited his 
diocese, vdiere he found great disorder ; some having com¬ 
mitted horrible outrages, and many imbibed very strong 
prejudices, both against his person and the doctrine and 
discipline of the church; but, by argument, persuasion, 
and long suffering, he gained upon them even beyond his 
own expectation. His biographer affords one instance of 
his prudence, in turning the edge of the most popular ob¬ 
jection of that time against conformity. When, the bene¬ 
fices were called over at the visitation, several appeared, 
and exhibited only such titles as they had received from 
the late powers. He told them, “ they were no legal titles, 
but in regard he heard well of them, he was willing to make 
them such to them by institution and induction which 
they thankfully accepted of. But when he desired to see 
their letters of orders, some had no other but their certi¬ 
ficates of ordination by some presbyterian classes, which, 
he told them, did not qualify them for any preferment in 
the church. Upon this, the question arose, “Are we not 
ministers of the gospel ?” To which his grace answered. 
That is not the question; at least, he desired for peace 
sake, that might not be the question for that time. “ I 
dispute not,” said he, “ the value of your ordination, nor 
those acts you have exercised by virtue of it; what you 
are, or might be here when there was no law, or in other 
churches abroad. But we are now to consider ourselves as a 
national church limited by law, which among other things 
takes chief care to prescribe about ordination : and I do 
not know how you could recover the means of the church, 
if any should refuse to pay you your tithes, if you are not 
ordained as the law of this church requireth ; and I am 
desirous that she may have your labours, and you such 
portions of her revenue, as shall be allotted you in a legal 
and assured way.” By this means he gained such as were 
of the moderate kind, and wished to be useful. As he was 
by his station president of the convocation, which met upon 
the 8th of May, 1661, so was he also chosen speaker of the 
house of lords, in the parliament which met at the same 
time: and so great a value had both houses for him, that 
they appointed committees to examine what was upon re¬ 
cord in their books concerning him and the earl of Straf- 
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ford, and ordered the scandalous charges against them to 
be torn out, which was accordingly done. In this parlia¬ 
ment many advantages were procured, and more designed, 
•for the church, in which he was very industrious. About 
this time he had a violent sickness, being a sedond lit of 
the palsy, which was very near putting an end to his life; 
but he recovered. A little before bis death, he visited his 
diocese; and having provided for the repair of his cathe¬ 
dral, and other affairs suitable to his pastoral office, he re¬ 
turned to Dublin about the middle of May 1663. The lat¬ 
ter end .of June, lie was seized with a third lit of the palsy; 
of which he soon died, being then 70 j’ears old. At this 
time he had a trial for some part of his temporal estate at 
Omagh, with sir Audley Mervyn, depending in the court 
of claims; and there, at the time of hearing, the third .fit 
of the palsy so affected him, that he sunk in the court, was 
carried out senseless, and never recovered. The cause, 
however, was determined in his favour. 

Of his person and character, his biographer informs us 
that he “ was of a middle stature, and active, hut his mien 
and presence not altogether so great as his endowments of 
mind. His complexion was highly sanguine, pretty deeply 
tinctured with choler, which in his declining years became 
predominant, and would sometimes overilow, not without 
some tartness of expression, hut it. proceeded no farther. 
As he was a great lover of plain-dealing anil plain-speak¬ 
ing, so his conversation was free and familiar, patient of 
any thing in discourse hut obstinacy ; his speech ready and 
intelligible, smooth and strong, free from affectation of 
phrase or f'ancj 7 , saying it was a boyish sport to hunt for 
words, and argued a penury of matter, which would always 
find expression for itself. His understanding was very- 
good, and greatly improved by labour and study. As a 
scholar, his excellency lay in the rational and argumenta¬ 
tive part of learning. He was also well acquainted with 
ecclesiastical and other histories ; and in the pulpit an ex¬ 
cellent persuasive orator. He was a firm friend to the 
church of England, hold in the defence of it, and patient in 
suffering for it; yet he was very far from any thing like 
bigotr) 7 . He had a great allowance and charity for men of 
different persuasions, looking upon those churches as in a 
tottering condition that stood upon nice opinions. Ac¬ 
cordingly, he made a distinction between articles neces¬ 
sary for peace and order, and those that are necessary to 
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salvation ; and he often declared, that the church was not 
to be healed but by general propositions.” 

His various works, published at different times, were 
reprinted at Dublin in 1677, in one vol. fol. with his Life 
by the editor. Dr. Vesey, bishop of Limerick. His fu¬ 
neral sermon, with a shorter account of his life, was 
preached and published by Dr. Jeremy Taylor, bishop of 
Down and Connor, Dublin, 1663, 4to. His works are chiefly- 
levelled at the Roman catholics and the sectaries, some of 
both parties, in his opinion, uniting for the destruction of 
the established government and church. But peghaps the 
most valuable part of his works is that in which he con¬ 
tended with Hobbes. He argued with great acuteness 
against Hobbes’s notions on liberty and necessity, and 
attacked the whole of his system in a piece called the 
“ Catching of the Leviathan,” originally published in 16.58, 
in which he undertakes to demonstrate, out of Hobbes’s 
own works, that no sincere Hobbist can be a good Christian, 
or a good Common-weaith’s-man, or reconcile himself to 
himself. For some time an answer to Milton’s “ Defensio 
populi,” was attributed to archbishop Brambull, but with 
what injustice Mr. Todd has lately shewn, in his accurate 
and valuable Life of Milton. 1 

BRAMSTON (James), vicar of Starting in Sussex. Of 
this gentleman we have only been able to discover that he 
was educated at Westminster-school, whence he was elected 
to Christ church, Oxford, in L7 13, and took his degree of 
A. M. in that university, April 5, 1720. He died March 
16, 1744. He wrote two excellent poetical satires, “ The 
Art of Politics,” in imitation of Horace’s Art of Poetry, 
and “ the Man of Taste,” occasioned by Pope’s Epistle on 
that subject; both in Dodsley’s Collection, vol. I.; and 
“The Crooked Sixpence,” in imitation of Phillips’s Splen¬ 
did Shilling, inserted in the “ Repository,” vol. I. Dr. 
Warton objects to his “ Man of Taste,” that be has made 
his hero laugh at himself and his own follies. The satire, 
however, in other respects, is truly legitimate. 9 

BRANCAS Villeneuve (Andrew Francis), abbe 
d’Aulnay, who was born in the comtat Venaissin, and died 
April 11, 1758, is known by several works in physics and 
astronomy. The abundance of words, the frequent repe- 

* Life prefixed to his Works.—Biog. Brit.—Barwick’s Life, p. 174,424, 439. 
--Todd’s Lite of Milton, 2d edit. 1S09, p. 82, &c. 

* Dodsley’s l’oems, vol. I. &9> , 
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titions, the great number of insignificant ideas perceived 
in his writings, have disgusted many readers ; though they 
contain much excellent matter. The principal are, 1. 
“ Letters on cosmography,” 1744, 4to. 2. “ Modem 
system of cosmography and general physics,” 1747, 4to. 
3. “ Explication of the flux and reflux of the sea,” 1739, 
4to. 4. “ Cosmographical ephemerides,” 1750, 12mo. 
5. “ History or police of the kingdom of Gala,” 1754, 
12mo, pretendedly translated from the Italian into English, 
and from English into French. 1 

BR/^JCKER or BRANKER (Thomas), an eminent 
mathematician of the seventeenth century, son of Thomas 
Braucker, some time bachelor of arts in Exeter college, 
Oxford, was born in Devonshire in 1G36, and was admitted 
batler (and not butler , as some late bipgraphical compilations 
blunderingly assert), of the said college, Nov. 8, 1652, in 
the seventeenth year of his age. In 1655, June 15, he 
took the degree of bachelor of arts, and was elected pro¬ 
bationary fellow the 30th of the same month. In 1658, 
April 22, he took the degree of master of arts, and became 
a preacher; but after the restoration, refusing to conform 
to the ceremonies of the church of England, he quitted 
his fellowship in 1662, and retired to Chester : but not 
long after, he became reconciled to the service of the 
church, took orders from a bishop, and was made a minis¬ 
ter of Whitegate. He had, however, for some time, en¬ 
joyed great opportunity and leisure for pursuing the bent 
of his genius in the mathematical sciences; and his skill 
both in the mathematics and chemistry procured him the 
favour of lord Brereton, who gave him the rectory of Til- 
ston. He was afterward chosen master of the well-endowed 
school at Macclesfield, in that county, where he spent the 
remaining years of his life, which was terminated by a short 
illness in 1676, at 40 years of age ; and he was interred in 
the church at Macclesfield. 

Braucker wrote a piece on the doctrine of the sphere, in 
Latin, which was published at Oxford in 1662 ; and in 
1668, he published at London, in 4to, a translation of 
Rhonius’s Algebra, with the title of “ An Introduction to 
Algebra;” which treatise having communicated to Dr. John 
Pell, he received from him some assistance towards im¬ 
proving it; which he generously acknowledges in a letter 
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to Mr. John Collins; with whom, and some other gentle¬ 
men, proficients in this science, he continued a corre¬ 
spondence during his life. 1 

BRAND (John), secretary to the society of antiquaries, 
and rector of the united parishes of St. Mary-hill and St. 
Andrew Hubbard, in the city of London, was born at New¬ 
castle-upon-Tyne, about 1743, and educated at Lincoln 
college, Oxford, where he took his bachelor’s degree, but 
left college in 1774, on being presented by Matthew Rid¬ 
ley, esq. to the curacy of Cramlington, a chapel of ease 
to St. Nicholas at Newcastle, from which it is distant about 
eight miles. While at the university, he published a poena 
“ On Illicit Love; written among the Ruins of Godstow 
Nunnery,” 1775, 4to. The spot where this poem was 
written is the burial-place of the celebrated Rosamond, 
mistress of Henry II. whose history has afforded subject 
for various productions both of the amorous and elegiac 
kind ; but perhaps none in which the criminality of an 
unlawful passion is more forcibly exposed, or chastity re¬ 
commended in a warmer strain of poetry than in this pro¬ 
duction by Mr. Brand. The sentiments are glowing and 
just, the imagery is animated, and the poem is in general 
beautiful, pathetic, and moral. Mr. Brand, however, does 
not appear to have much cultivated his poetical talent, and 
had already begun to devote himself to researches into the 
antiquities of his native country. In 1777 he evinced a 
general knowledge of .ancient manners and customs, by 
publishing “ Observations on Popular Antiquities, in¬ 
cluding the whole of Mr. Bourne’s Antiquitates Vulgares, 
with Addenda to every chapter of that work; as also an 
Appendix, containing such articles on the subject as have 
been omitted by that author,” Svo. This work is dated 
from Westgate-street, Tyne, where the author then re¬ 
sided. He afterwards continued to augment his materials 
by subsequent and more extensive researches, and left a 
much enlarged edition in MS. which is now in the hands of 
an eminent antiquary, and is intended for publication. 
About the time of the publication of his “ Popular Anti¬ 
quities,” he was admitted a member of the society of An¬ 
tiquaries, and in 1784 was presented by the duke of Nor¬ 
thumberland, who, if we mistake not, had been his earliest 

1 Gen. Diet. vol. X. p. 543.—Martin’s Lives of the Philosophers.-—Hutton’s 
Mathematical Dictionary.—Ath. Ox. vol. II. 
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friend and patron, to the rectory of St. Mary-hill. In the 
same year he was elected resident secretary to the Society 
of Antiquaries, on the death of Dr. Morel!, the duties of 
■which office he performed with uncommon ability, and to 
the entire satisfaction of the society, who continued to 
re-elect him annually until his death. 

In 1789, he published “The History and Antiquities 
of the Town and County’ of Newcastle-upon-Tyne,” 2 vols. 
4to, a very elaborate work, embellished with views of the 
public buildings, engraved by Fittler, at an expence of 
500 1. In the sale, however, from various circumstances, 
and particularly the death of his bookseller, he was pecu¬ 
liarly unfortunate, notwithstanding its high merit as a 
piece of local history. Mr. Brand also communicated many 
papers on subjects of antiquity to the society, the princi¬ 
pal of which are printed in the Archseologia, vols. VIII. 
X. XIII. XIV. and XV. 

He was twice prosecuted by common informers for non¬ 
residence, having let his parsonage-house when he went 
to reside in the society’s apartments at .Somerset-house; 
although none could exceed him in the punctual discharge 
of his parochial duties, both on Sundays and week-days. 
After the. late regulations respecting residence, he con¬ 
stantly slept in the rectory-house, lie always took much 
exercise, and on the day before bis death, had a long ram¬ 
ble with two much-valued friends, with whom he parted in 
the evening apparently in perfect health. Sept. 10, 1306. 
He rose next morning about seven o’clock, his usual hour, 
and went into his study, when his servant took him an egg, 
which he usually ate before he went to Somerset-house. 
The servant afterwards wondering at his remaining so long 
in his study-, went into the room and found him ly’ing on 
the floor lifeless. He died unmarried, and without leaving 
any relation except a very aged aunt. He was buried in 
the chancel of his church Sept. 24. In him the Society of 
Antiquaries sustained a very great loss. Although his pub¬ 
lications were few, liis knowledge of antiquities was very 
extensive, and he had accumulated a very numerous and 
curious library, rich in old English literature, which was 
sold by auction some time after his death. His manners, 
somewhat repulsive to a stranger, became easy on closer 
acquaintance, and he loved to communicate to men of lite¬ 
rary and antiquary taste, the result of his researches on 
any subject in which they might require information. Many 
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of his books were supplied with portraits drawn by him¬ 
self in a style not inferior to the originals, of which they 
were at the same time perfect imitations. A small sil¬ 
houette likeness of him is in the frontispiece to his “ His¬ 
tory of Newcastle.” 1 

BRAND (John), M. A. rector of St. George the Mar¬ 
tyr, Southwark, and vicar of Wickham-Skeith, a political 
writer, who has been sometimes mistaken for the subject 
of our last article, was, however, probably of the same age, 
although we have no account of his early life. Me was of 
Caius college, Cambridge, where he proceeded B. A. 1766, 
and M. A. 176:*. When he had obtained the latter de¬ 
gree, he wrote an ethical essay, entitled “ Conscience,** 
intended for one of the Scatonian prizes ; but an acciden¬ 
tal delay which it met with on the road, occasioned its 
being presented to the vice-chancellor two days after the 
appointed time, and on that account it could not be ad¬ 
mitted to the competition. Mr. Brand, however, pub- 
lisued his poem in a quarto pamphlet in 1772, and it was 
allowed to possess considerable merit, but not enough to 
procure it a place among the favourite poems of the day. 
From this time we find him devoting his attention to politi¬ 
cal subjects, which produced in succession; 1. “ Observa¬ 
tions on some of the probable effects of Mr. Gilbert’s bill, 
with remarks deduced from Dr. Price’s account of the na¬ 
tional debt,” 1776, Svo. 2. “ The Alteration of the Con¬ 
stitution of the House of Commons, and the inequality 
of the Land-Tax, considered conjointly,” 1793, Svo. 3. “A 
Defence of the pamphlet ascribed to John Reeves, esq. and 
entitled ‘ Thoughts on the English government,’ addressed 
to the members of the loyal associations against republicans 
and levellers,” 1796, Svo ; a clear and methodical tract, but 
exceeded in general utility by, 4. “ An historical essay 
ou the principles of Political Associations in a state ; chiefly 
deduced from the French, English, and Jewish Histories; 
with an application of those principles, in a comparative 
view of the associations of the year 1792, and that recently 
instituted by the Whig Club,” 1796, Svo. 5. A deter¬ 
mination of the average depression of the price of wheat 
in war, below that of the preceding peace; and of its re¬ 
advance in the following; according to its yearly rules, 
from the Revolution to Uie end of the last peace ; with 


i Gent, Mag. 1S0G. 




443 


BRAND. 


remarks on their greater variations in that entire period,” 
1 800, 8vo. 6. “ A Letter to ******, es q. 0 n Bo¬ 

naparte's proposals for opening a negociation for peace; in 
which the British guarantee of the crown of France to the 
bouse of Bourbon, contained in the triple and quadruple 
alliances,and renewed by the treaty of 1783, is considered; 
together with the conduct of our national parties relating 
to it,” 1800, 8vo, an argument more ingenious than satis¬ 
factory, and unfortunately leading to an impracticable 
conclusion. 7. “ A Refutation of the Charge brought 
against the marquis Wellesley, on account of his conduct 
to the nabob of Oude. From authentic documents,” 1807, 
8vo. This was the last of Mr. Brand’s political works. As 
a divine, we know only of a “ Fast Sermon,” published 
by him in 1794, and a “ Visitation Sermon,” 1800. In 
1797, he was presented by the lord chancellor (Lough¬ 
borough) to the rectory of St. George’s in Southwark, va¬ 
cant by the death of the rev. Joseph Pote, the value of 
which Mr. Brand procured to be increased by act of par¬ 
liament, in 1807, but did not live long enough to profit 
by it, as he died Dec. 23, 1808, leaving a numerous 
family. 1 

BRANDEL (Peter), a painter of portrait and history, 
was born at Prague, in 16GO; and having spent about four 
years in the school of John Schroeter, principal painter at 
that court, a kind of jealousy of his rising merit was ex¬ 
cited in the mind of his master, which Brandcl resented, 
and removed from him ; and at the age of about 19 years, 
commenced a master himself. Schroeter’s jealousy is thus 
accounted for by one of Brandel’s biographers. When in 
the fourth year of his apprenticeship, he was ordered to 
paint an altar-piece, which having executed in one day', 
he devoted the remainder of the time allowed to his plea¬ 
sures, and when his master upbraided him with this appa¬ 
rent negligence of his orders, he produced the picture, 
which excited in Schroeter equal jealousy and astonish¬ 
ment. Most of the churches at Prague and Breslau are 
embellished with his works; and the prince of Hazfeld is 
said to have given 100 ducats for one picture of St. Jerome 
at half length. He spent most of his time at Prague, 
where the wealth which he acquired was dissipated by pro- 

1 Gent. Mag. vol. LXXVIII. and LXXIX. From this we have given Mr. 
Brand’s academical degrees, bat bis name does not occur among the Cambridge 
Graduates. 
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fusion and irregular conduct; so that he died poor, in 
1739, and was buried by charitable contributions. The 
jesuits and monks, however, honoured his memory by 
appointing for him a solemn funeral procession, in which 
300 tapers of wax were carried by ecclesiastics. Brandel 
was distinguished by a ready invention, an expeditious 
manner of painting, and natural colouring, except that his 
shadows were sometimes too black. His pencil was broad, 
easy, and free. 1 

BRANDER (Gustavus), esq. F. R. S. and F. S. A. and 
a trustee of the British Museum, was a Swede by family, 
born about the year 1720, and brought up to trade, which 
he carried on so successfully as to fill the honourable office 
of Director of the Bank for many years ; and having in¬ 
herited the accumulated fortune of his uncle, Mr. Spicker, 
he indulged his favourite pursuits in literature and the fine 
arts, lie had a mind strongly tinctured with the love of 
literature, and a heart which was always most gratified in 
employing his great fortune in acts of beneficence, and in 
forming those collections which administer to the researches 
of literary men. Among his principal curiosities was the 
magnificent chair in which the first emperors of Germany 
used to be crowned ; which being taken by Gustavus Adol¬ 
phus in his wars, and carried into Sweden, was brought 
over from thence, and purchased by Mr. Brander; and 
afterwards sold to lord Folkestone, on his going to Christ¬ 
church. It contained all the Roman history, from its be¬ 
ginning to the emperors, wrought in polished iron. In 
1766 he removed from London to Westminster, and after¬ 
wards into Hampshire, where he purchased the site of the 
old priory at Christ-church, in removing the ruins of which 
several curious discoveries were made, some of which are 
inserted in the Archaeologia, vol. IV. Having completed 
his villa and gardens in this beautiful spot, commanding 
an extensive view of the British channel, and the Isle of 
Wight, he married Jan. 1780, Elizabeth, widow-of John 

Lloyd, vice-admiral of the blue, daughter of-- Gulston 

of Widdial, Hertfordshire; and spent the greatest part of 
the year in the society of his friends and neighbours of the 
adjacent counties, and of others who visited him from Lon¬ 
don. In the winter of 1786, he had just completed the 
purchase of a capital house in St. Alban’s street, when he 
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was unexpectedly seized with a strangury, which carried 
him off, Jan. 21, 1787. 

A singular accident happened to him in 1768, which 
had so strong an effect upon his mind, that it infused into 
his character an ardent sense of piety, and a peculiar reli¬ 
ance upon the superintendance of Providence, both which 
he preserved to the last. As his carriage was passing down 
Temple-lane, the horses suddenly took fright, and ran 
with rite most violent rapidity down three flights of steps 
into the Thames, and would have proceeded into the mid¬ 
dle of it, if the wheels had not been so clogged by the 
mud, that the horses could not drag them any further. 
The servant behind was so absorbed in terror, that he was 
unable to throw himself from the carriage ; but as soon as 
it stopped he jumped off, and procured the assistance of 
some persons from a neighbouring public house, who, after 
disengaging the horses, pulled the carriage on shore. In 
consequence of the above circumstance, the present gate¬ 
way at the Temple-stairs was erected to prevent any future 
accident of the same kind. Mr. Brauder from a sense of 
this singular preservation, made the following bequest: 
“ Two guineas to the vicar, ten shillings to the clerk, and 
five to the sexton of the parish of Christ-church, for a 
co.i memoration sermon on the third Sunday in August, as 
an everlasting memorial, and as expressive of my gratitude 
to the Supreme Being for my signal preservation in 1768, 
when my horses ran violently down the Temple-lane, in 
London, and down tnree flights of steps into the Thames 
in a dark night; and yet neither horses nor carriage, my¬ 
self, or servants, received the least injury ; it was fortu¬ 
nately low water.” 

•To Mr. Brauder, the British Museum is indebted for a 
capital collection of fossils found in the cliffs about Christ¬ 
church and the coast of Hampshire; which were published at 
bis expence, in a thin quarto volume, entitled “ Fossilia 
Hautonienda collects, et in M\iseo britannico deposita, a 
Gustavo LJra.ider,” 1766. Of these curious fossil-shells, 
collected o .t of the clifl’s between Christ-church and Ly- 
mington, very few ate known to be natives of our own, or 
indeed of any of die European shores ; the greater part, 
upon a comparison with the recent, are wholly unknown 
to us. The copper-plates are exact draughts, engraved 
from the originals, by die late Mr. Green. To the figures 
were annexed a scientific Latin description by Dr. Solan- 
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del* (whilst composing a scientific catalogue of all the na¬ 
tural productions in the British Museum), and a prefatory 
account of these phenomena in Latin and English. Mr. 
Brander also communicated an account of the effect of 
lightning on the Danish church in Wellclose-square, Phil. 
Tr ans. vol. XLIV. And from a MS. in his possession, 
“ Tne Forme of Cury” was printed for private use, with 
notes by the rev. Dr. Pegge, for whose fine portrait, by 
Basire, we are likewise indebted to Mr. Brander’s muni¬ 
ficence. It yet remains to be noticed that he was one of 
the first supporters of the society for the encouragement of 
arts. 1 

BRANDI (Giacinto), a painter, was born at Poli, notr 
far from Rome, in 1633, and studied in the school of Lan- 
frane. The greater part of the churches and palaces at 
Rome were embellished by his pencil. His best pictures 
arc his “ bt. Rocco,” in the church of Ripatta, and the 
** Forty Martyrs” in the Stigmata. An imagination full 
of fire, a great facility, a feeble and incorrect colouring, 
characterise ids perfoimances. He worked with uncom¬ 
mon rapidity, always preferring his pleasures and money 
to fame. He died at Rome in 1691, aged 58, prince of 
the academy of St. Luc, and chevalier of the order of 
Christ. His daughter was married to the celebrated Rosa 
da Tivoli, of whom Giacinto conceived a mean opinion, 
because he painted only beasts. By this contemptuous 
behaviour Rosa was so incensed, that lie collected ail the 
clothes belonging to his bride, on the morning after 
marriage, and sent them back to her father with a mes¬ 
sage, “ that his daughter’s person was fortune enough tc> 
make her husband happy; and that a good painter of 
beasts was as likely to become rich, as a bad painter of 
men.” 9 

BRANDMULLER (Gregory), considered in the Hel¬ 
vetic school as an artist of the first rank, was born at Basil, 
in 1661. He acquired the knowledge of design by study¬ 
ing and copying some good prints which were in the pos¬ 
session of his father ; and from the appearauce of his hav¬ 
ing a strong natural talent, he was placed as a disciple 
with Caspar Meyer. When he quitted Basil, he went to 
Paris, and had the good fortune to be received into the 
school of Le Brun j and the variety of works in which that 

* Nichols’* Bowyer. * Argvnviile, vol. 1 . —Pilk ngum. 

GG .2 



452 


BRAND MULLER. 


eminent master was employed, proved an excellent means 
of instruction to the young- artist. He so pleased Le Brun 
by the progress he made, that he was intrusted with se¬ 
veral designs, under the immediate inspection of that great 
painter ; but the particular respect and preference shewn 
by the master to the disciple,' excited the envy and jea¬ 
lousy of others to such a degree, as might have been at¬ 
tended wild unhappy consequences, if Brandmuller had 
not retired to his own country ; though not before he had 
obtained the prize in the royal academy at Paris. He 
excelled in history and portrait, and his genius resembled 
that of Le Brun ; his subjects being full of fire, and treated 
with elevation and grandeur. His design is correct, and 
his expression animated and just. He had a good method 
of colouring, laying on each mass in so proper a manner 
as to avoid breaking or torturing his tints ; which made liis 
colours retain tneir original beauty and strength without 
fading. He was fond of nainting portraits in an historical 
Style, and was generally commended for the resemblance 
of tne person* who were ids models, anti the agreeable 
taste in his compositions. He died in 1691, aged only 
thirty . 1 

BRANDMULLER, or BRANDMYLLER (John*), the 
eldest of a family who have made some figure in Swisser- 
land, was a native of Bibcrach, in Suabia, where he was 
born in 1533. He imbibed the.principles of the reforma¬ 
tion from (Eeolampadius, and became himself a preacher 
in various reformed churches. In 1576 the magistracy of 
Basil bestowed the rank of citizenship on him and his 
posterity, and in 1581 lie was appointed professor of He¬ 
brew in that city, fie had studied medicine and law, as 
well as divinity, but confined himself chiefly to the latter, 
which he taught for many years at Basil, where he died in 
1596. He wrote many funeral discourses, or “'consciones 
funebres,” as they were called, taken from the Old and New 
Testament, which were printed at Basle, in 1752, and 
pome dialogues in the German language. We have seen 
only a part of the former, entitled “ Consciones Funebres,” 
Hanov. 1603, Svo.* 

BRANDMULLER (Jam us), son of the preceding, was 
born in 1565, was master of arts in 1585, and two years 
after, professor of poetry at Basil. In 1589 he received a 
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call from the church of Obcrweiller, and preached there 
for upwards of forty years. When Buxtorf went home to 
Westphalia, Brandmuller officiated for him as Hebrew 
professor: he died Nov. 1, 1629, after having published 
“ Analysis typica libroruin Veteris et Novi Testament!,” 
Basil, 1621, and 1622, 3 vols. 4to. The first two were 
by Moses Phlacer, ami that only which contains the epistles 
and the apocalypse, by Bramhnulier. 1 

BRANDMULLER (James), grandson of James, the 
subject of the last article, followed the profession of the 
law, in which he became very eminent. He was born at 
Basil, Sept. 1617, and was educated partly in that city* 
and partly at Montbeliard. After taking his master’s de¬ 
gree, in 1634, he applied particularly to the study of civil 
law, but without neglecting philology and philosophy. 
According to the custom of bis countrymen, he travelled for 
some time in France, England, Holland, and Germany* 
where he became acquainted, and established a corre¬ 
spondence with the literati of those countries, particularly 
with Salmasius. In 1649 he was made doctor of laws, and in 
1652 professor of the institutes at Basil : and fourteen 
years afterwards professor of the Pandects. He was also 
twice rector of the university. His reputation brought a 
great concourse of students thither, particularly foreigners, 
and his agreeable conversation and temper not a little 
contributed to increase the number of bis pupils.' Besides 
his fame as a lawyer, he was not less esteemed for his ac¬ 
quaintance with Roman antiquities and polite literature in 
general. It is said he wrote verse with as great facility as 
prose, but bis talents in versification have probably been 
over-rated. He had more renutation from his success as 
a teacher, and the perspicuous manner in which he lec¬ 
tured on subjects of law. He died Sept. 1677, leaving 
several professional works: “ Disputationes de lege 
“ Manuductio ad jus canonicum et civile j” “ Dubia Ju¬ 
ridical’ &c . 8 * 

BRANDOLINI (Aurelio), of a noble family of Flo¬ 
rence, in the fifteenth century, was surnamed Lippus, on 
account of the loss of his sight, which did not, however, 
prevent his becoming a scholar of much reputation, and 
an orator, musician, and poet. His fame procured him 
an invitation from Matthias Corviuus, king of Hungary', 
to teach oratory', which he accepted, and taught at the 
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university of Buda. After returning to Florence, he took 
the habit of the friars of St. Augustin, was made priest 
some time after, and preached to numerous auditories. 
He died of the plague at Rome, in 1497. Wonders are 
told of his powers of extempore versification, aud he is 
classed among the first of the improvisatori. As to his 
preaching, Bosso says that those who heard him might 
fancy they listened to a Plato, an Aristotle, and a Theo¬ 
phrastus ; he is yet more extravagant in noticing his ex¬ 
tempore effusions. The circumstance, says he, which 
placed him above all other poets, is, that the verses they 
compose with so much labour, he composed and sang im¬ 
promptu, displaying all the perfections of memory, style, 
and genius. At Verona, on one occasion, before a nu¬ 
merous assemblage of persons of rank, he took up his lyre, 
and handled every subject proposed in verse of every mea¬ 
sure, and being asked to exert his improvisitation on the 
illustrious men of Verona, without a moment’s consideration 
or hesitation, he sang the praises, in beautiful poetry, of 
Catullus, Cornelius Nepos, and Pliny the elder ; nay, he 
delivered in the same extempore manner all the subjects 
in Pliny’s thirty-seven books of natural history*, without 
omitting any one circumstance worthy of notice. What¬ 
ever credit may be given to these prodigies, his works 
prove him to have been a man of real learning. The prin¬ 
cipal of these are: 1. “ Libri duo paradoxorum Chris- 
tianorum,” Basil, 1498, Rome, 1531, Basil, 1543, and 
Cologn, 1573. 2. “ Dialogus de huraanaj vitae conditione 

et to le ran da corporis aegritudine,” Basil, 1493, and 1543, 
and Vienna, 1541. 3. “ De ratione ecribendi Epistolas,” 

Basil, 1498, 1549, Cologn, 1573. Among his manu¬ 
scripts, which are very numerous, Fabricius mentions one 
** de laudibus musicae.” Julius Niger mentions also some 
works of his on the law* ; commentaries on St. Paul’s 
epistles, and the Bible histories, in heroic verse, but, 
whether printed, does not appear. 1 

BRANDT (Gerard), a learned ecclesiastical historian *, 
was born at Amsterdam, July 25, 1626, and after having 

* Ilia father, of the same names, was ledge of mechanics, which induced 
born at Midilicburgh; jn 1594, was re- Descartes to be n frequent correspond¬ 
ent of the theatre at Amsterdam, and eat of bis. He particularly excelled 
a passionate admirer of German poetry, in the branch of clock-making. Mo- 
Ile was also celebiated for his know- reri. 

1 Geu. Diet.—Fabric. Dibl. Med. et Inf. —Kosooe’s Leo.—Gingueni 
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made distinguished progress in Greeks Hebrew, Latin, 
philosophy, and divinity, he was invited to be pastor of a 
church of remonstrants at Nieukoop, where he married 
Susanna, daughter of the celebrated professor Gaspard 
Barleus. In 1660 , he came to Hoorn, and in 1667' to 
Amsterdam. He died Oct. 11, 1635, leaving two sons, 
both excellent scholars, Gaspar and Gerard. He wrote 
in German, 1 . “ A short history of the Reformation,” and 
of the war between Spain and the Netherlands, until 1600, 
Amst. second edit. 1658, which has a continuation, in the 
form of a chronicle, until that year. 2. Also in German, 
“ A history of the Reformation in the Low Countries, &c.” 
4 vols. 4to, 1671, and following years, a work of which 
the pensionary Fagel said to bishop Burnet, that it was 
worth while to learn German on purpose to read it. The 
English public, however, has been long acquainted with 
it, in a translation in 4 vols. fol. 1720, & seqq. The 
translator was John Chamberlayne, whom Foppen has con¬ 
verted intoltichardCumberland, merely that he may add,with 
true Popish bigotry, that he was “ pseudo-episcopus Petro- 
burgensis.” Brandt’s history was also abridged in 1725, 
in English, in 2 vols. 8vo, apparently from a French 
abridgement. Ruleus or Ruillius, a minister of the reformed 
church, having attacked some parts of his history, Brandt 
published an apology. 3. “ A history of Enkhuisen,” a 
celebrated mercantile town. 4. “ The Life of- De Ruy- 
ter,” the celebrated Dutch admiral, Amst. 1684, fol. 
translated into French, ibid. 1690. 5. “ Historical Diarj’,” 

with biographical notices of eminent men, Amst. 1689, 4to. 
6. “ Poemata,” Rotterdam, 1649, 8vo. 7. “ Poemata 
sacra et prophana,” Amst. 1688, 4to, and 1726, in 2 vols. 
8. il Historia judicii habiti annis 1618 and 1619, de tribus 
captivis, Barnevelt, Hogerbeets, et Grotio,” Rotterdam, 
1708, and 1710, 4to, with some other works, enumerated 
by Foppen, and Adrian a Cattenburg in his “ Bibl. Scrip- 
torum Remonstrantium.” 1 

BRANDT (Gaspard), eldest son of the preceding, was 
born in 1653, at Nieukoop, educated at Hoorn and Am¬ 
sterdam, and studied philosophy and divinity under Philip 
Limborch. After passing the usual examinations, he was 
licensed, in 1673, to thp. office of the ministry at Schoon- 
hoven, where lie remained three years. He then removed 

1 Morvri.—Puppet* Bib!. Bely.-—Sasii Onoiaut. 
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to the Armiuian congregation at Hoorn ; to Alcmar, in 
1631; Rotterdam, in 1683 ; and finally to Amsterdam, 
where he died in 1696. He published some sermons arid 
religious tracts in German, and in Latin the lives of Gro- 
tius and Arminius ; the latter was republished at Bruns¬ 
wick, with a preface and notes by Mosheim, in 1725, 8VO. 1 

BRANDT (Gbrakd), second son of Gerard, and brother 
to the preceding, was born in 1657, (Saxius says 1653, 
which is the year of the preceding), at Nieukoop, and 
studied with his brother for eight years, philosophy and 
diviuity under Limborcb, to which he joined the know¬ 
ledge of Greek, Latin, Hebrew, Italian, French, and 
English. He was minister at Schoonhoven, at Dokkum, 
and at Rotterdam, where he died at the age of twenty-six, 
but Saxius says thirty, in 1683. He translated Dr. Hey- 
lyn’s Quinquarticular History, or History of the Five 
Articles. In 1678, he published in German, without his 
name, and with only the letters V. T. V. a history of 
events in Europe for the years 1674 and 1675, and sixty - 
five sermons.* 

BRANDT (John), the youngest son of Gerard, and 
brother to the two preceding, was born at Nieukoop, 
July 6, 1660, and having gone through his divinity course, 
was chosen minister at Warmont in 1682, whence he was, 
the following year, invited to Hoorn. He was afterwards 
called to the Arminian church at the Hague, and some 
time after that, to Amsterdam, where he died Jan. 13, 
1708. He wrote in German a life of St. Paul, 1695, 4to; 
a funeral oration on Mary queen of England, and a treatise 
against Leidekker. In 1702 he published a collection of 
letters, “ Clarorum virorum Epistoloe centum ineditte de 
vario eruditionis genere, ex museo Joan. Brandt, G. F. 
Gerardi filii,” comprising some from Nieh. Heinsius, 
Grotius, Guy Patin, Huet, Rabelais, &c. He wrote also 
some poems. 3 

BRANDT (John), or BRANTZ, a learned philologer, 
was born at Antwerp in Sept. 1554, and alter receiving 
the early part of bis education at home, studied philosophy 
at Louvain. The troubles in the Netherlands obliging him 
to remove to France, he took that opportunity to study 
law at Orleans under John and William Fournier, and then 
at Bourges under the celebrated Cujacius. . After travel- 

1 Mortri.—Saxii Onomast. * Ibid. * Ibid. 
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ling for some time in Italy, he settled at Brussels, and for 
five years practised as an advocate; but in 1591 was in¬ 
vited to Antwerp, and appointed secretary to the city, 
which office he discharged for more than thirty years with 
much reputation, and there he died in 1659. He was 
considered as a man of great learning, modesty, and can¬ 
dour, laborious in his own studies, and always desirous of 
assisting others in theirs. His motto was “ Libenter, Ar- 
denter, Constanter,” not inapplicable to a man of studious 
industry. His principal works were, 1. “Not® cum Politic® 
turn Critic® in C. Julii Cmsaris et A. Hirtii Commenta¬ 
ries,” with the text of Caesar in Greek and Latin, &c. Franc- 
fort, 1606, 4to, the same year in which Jungerman’s edi¬ 
tion appeared, which is said to have been the first in which 
the Greek translation of the commentaries was published, but 
none of our bibliographers have noticed this contemporary 
edition by Brandt. 2. “ Elogia Ciceroniana Romanorum 
do mi militiaque illustrium,” Antwerp, 16 12, 4to. This con¬ 
tains biographical notices of the eminent political and mi¬ 
litary Romans, extracted from the works of Cicero, and 
in his words. Brandt intended to have compiled a volume 
on the same plan, respecting the orators, poets, and phi¬ 
losophers mentioned by Cicero, but this, if ever executed, 
has not been printed. 3. “ Vita Philippi Rubenii,” with 
Rubenius’ posthumous works, 1615, 4to. 4. “ Senator, 
sivc de perfecti ct veri Senatoris officio,” ibid.'1633, 4to. 
5. “ Spicilegimn Criticum in Apuieium,” 1621, &c.‘ 
BRAND'l’ or TITIO (Sebastian), a lawyer, poet, and 
historian, was born at Strasburgh, in 1448, and after pro¬ 
secuting his first studies in that city, removed to Basil, 
where he took his master’s degree in arts, and superin¬ 
tended the education of youth, as public professor, both 
at Basil and Strasburgh. Here he arrived at the highest 
honours of the law, being made count Palatine, and coun¬ 
sellor and chancellor of Strasburgh, He died in 1520, 
leaving a great many works on subjects of law and divinity, 
some volumes of poetry, and the celebrated “ Ship of 
Fools,” which has chiefly perpetuated his memory. It 
was originally written in the German language. Locher, 
his disciple, translated it into Latin, Strasburgh, 1497, 4to. 
A French translation of it by Bouchet and Riviere, was 
published at Paris, in small folio, in the same year, en- 


5 Moreri.—Foppen Bibl. Belg.—Freheri Theatrum.—Sanii Onomast. 
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titled “ La nef des folz du monde.” Our countryman 
Alexander Barclay (See Barclay) was the author of the 
English metrical version printed by Pynson in 1509. 
The bibliographical history of Brandt’s work may be seen 
in our authorities. 1 

BRANDT (Nicholas), or, as some call him, Sebastian, 
a German chemist, much addicted to the fanciful re- 
searches of the period in which he lived, was born in 1458, 
and died in May 1521. Leibnitz, in the Melanges de 
Berlin for 1710, cited by Chaptal, in his “ Elements of 
Chemistry,” vol. III. p. 350, mentions Brandt as a chemist 
of Hamburg, who, 'during a course of experiments upon 
urine, with a view of extracting a fluid proper for con¬ 
verting silver into gold, discovered phosphorus in 1667, 
or, as others say, in 1669. He communicated his dis¬ 
covery to Kraft, who imparted it to Leibnitz, and, as it is 
pretended, to Boyle. Leibnitz, says Chaptal, introduced 
Brandt to the duke of Hanover, before whom he performed 
the whole operation; and a specimen of it was sent to 
Huygens, who shewed it to the academy of sciences at 
Paris. It is said that Kunckel had associated himself with 
Kraft to purchase the process from Brandt; but Kunckel 
having been deceived by Kraft, who kept the secret to 
himself, knowing (hat urine was made use of, set to work, 
and discovered a process for making the substance; and 
hence it has been called Kunckel’s phosphorus. * 

BRANTOME. See BOURDELLIES. 

BRASAVOLA (Antonius Musa), a famous physician, 
was born at Ferrara, in 1500, of a noble family. Hri 
knowledge was not confined to medicine. In consequence 
of his having maintained at Paris, for three days succes¬ 
sively, theses “ de omni scibile,” the surname of Musa 
was given him by Francis I. He was physician to that 
prince, who made him chevalier of the order of St. Mi¬ 
chael ; to the emperor Charles V. who bestowed on him 
tne title of count palatine ; and to Henry VIII. of Eng¬ 
land. He was not of less consequence in his own country. 
Successively first physician to the popes Paul III. Leo X. 
Clement VII. and Julius 111. cherished and favoured by 
all the other princes of Italy, and particularly the dukes 
of Ferrara, he was proceeding in this brilliant career, 

1 Pibilin’s Typograph. Antiquities, vol. II.— tthenaeuiu, vol. III.—Beloc-’i 
Anecdotes, vot II.—Frcheri Theat.—Saxu Onomast. 
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when he died at Ferrara in 1555, at the age of 55, after 
having long been a professor of medicine there with uni¬ 
versal applause ; leaving a great number of works, princi¬ 
pally on medicine, and among others, 1. “ Commentaries 
on the aphorisms of Hippocrates and Galen,” printed at 
Basle, in 1542, folio. 2 . “ Index refertissimus in Galeni 
libros,” Venice, 1623, fol. which Castro, in his Biblioth. 
Med. styles “ opus. indefessse elucubrationis & utilitatis 
inexplicabilis .” 1 

BRATHWAITE or BRAITHWAYTE (Richard), whom 
Warton calls one of the minor pastoral poets of the reign 
of James I. was the second son of Thomas Brathwaite, of 
Warcop, near Appleby, in Westmoreland, descended of 
a respectable family. He was horn in 1538, and at the 
age of sixteen became a commoner of Oriel-college, Ox¬ 
ford, being matriculated as a gentleman’s son, and a native 
of Westmoreland. While he continued in that college, 
which was at least three years. Wood informs us, that 
“ he avoided as much as he could the rough paths of logic 
and philosophy, and traced those smooth ones of poetry 
and Roman history, in which, at length, he did excel.” 
He afterwards removed to Cambridge, where he spent 
some time “ for the sake of dead and living authors,” 
and then going into the north, his father gave him the 
estate of Barnside, where he lived many years, having a 
commission in the militia, and being appointed deputy- 
lieutenant in the county of Westmoreland, and a justice 
of peace. In his latter days he removed to Appleton, near 
Richmond, in Yorkshire, where he died May 4, 1673, 
and was buried in the parish church of Cntterick, near 
that place, leaving behind him, says Wood, the character 
of a “ well-bred gentleman, and a good neighbour.” 
Wood has enumerated as his publications: I. “Golden 
fleece, with other poems,” Lond. 1611, 8vo. 2. “The 
Poet’s Willow, or the passionate shepherd,” ibid. 

8vo, 3. ‘ 1 he Prodigal s Tears, or his farew'ell to va¬ 
nity,” 1614, 8vo. 4. “ The Scholar’s Medley, or an in- 
termixt discourse upon historical and poetical relations, 
&c.” 1614, 4 to. 5. “ Essays upon the Five Senses,” 
1620, 8vo, 1635, l2mo. u. ‘‘Nature’s Embassy, or the 
wild man s measures, danced naked by twelve Satyrs,” 

1 Morcri.—Gen. Diet.—Halier sn<l Manget. Most of his works are in the 
Brit. Museum. 
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1621, 8vo. To these are added, Divine and moral es¬ 
says, Shepherds’ tales, Odes, &c. 7. “ Time’s curtain 

drawn: divers poems,” 1621, 8vo. 8. “ The English 
Gentleman,” 1630, 1633, 1641, 4to. 9. ** The English 
Gentlewoman,” 1631, 16S3, 4to; 1641, fol. 10. “ Dis¬ 
course of Detraction,” 1635, 12mo. 11. “ The Arcadian 

Princess, or the triumph of justice,” 1635, 8vo. 12. “ Sur¬ 
vey of History, or a nursery for gentry ; a discourse his¬ 
torical and poetical,” 1638, 4to. 13. “ A spiritual 
Spicery, containing sundry sweet tractates of devotion 
and piety,” 1638, 12mo. 14. “ Mercurius Britannicus, 

or the English intelligencer,” a tragi-comedy, acted at 
Paris, and a satire upon the republicans, 1641, second 
edit, 4to. 15. “ Time’s Treasury, or Academy for the 
accomplishment of the English gentry in arguments of 
discourse, habit, fashion, &c.” 1655, 1656, 4to. 16. 
“ Congratulatory poem on his Majesty, upon his happy 
arrival in our late discomposed Albion,” 1660, 4to. 
17. “ Regieidium,” a tragi-comedy, 1665, 8vo. To 
these Mr. Ellis has added “ Panedone, or health from He¬ 
licon,” 1621, 8vo ; and Mr. Malone thinks that “ The 
description of a Good Wife, or a rare one among women,” 
1619, 8vo, was also his. Specimens of the former are 
given by Mr. Ellis, and of the latter, by Mr. Park, in the 
Censura Literaria. Mr.'Ellis’s specimens of Brathwaite’s 
powers as a poet are, perhaps, less favourable than some 
given by Mr. Dibdin in his Bibliomania, from the “ Ar¬ 
cadian Princess.” It appears to us, that in his poetry, as 
in his prose, he excels most as a painter of manners, a sub¬ 
ject which he had studied all his life, and of which he 
delivered some of the earliest precepts. His style, how¬ 
ever, must still render his works more acceptable to the 
curious, than to the common reader. 1 

BRAUN (George), in Latin Braunius, Bruinus, or 

S runus, was archdeacon of Dortmund, and dean of Notre 
ame at Cologne, and flourished about the beginning of 
the seventeenth century. He wrote a “ Latin oration 
against the Fornicating Priests,” 1566 ; a Life of Jesus 
Christ, and another of the Virgin Mary, and some contro¬ 
versial works against the reformed churches ; but he is best 
known by his magnificent work, “ Civitates orbis terrarum 

1 A tv Ox.tm). II.—Warton’s Hist, of Poetry, vol. IV. p. 84.—Cens. Lit. 
vo). V.—EHflR Specimens, vol. III.—Biog. Dramat.—Dibtlin’s Bibliomania. 
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in ses incisae et excusae, et descriptione topographica, mo- 
raii, politica, illustrataj,” 6 vols. large fol. with five co¬ 
loured plates by Hohenberg and Hoeffnagel, 1572, &c. 
reprinted in 5 vols. 1612. He died in 1622. 1 
BRAUWER. See BROUWER. 

BRAY (Sir Reginald), was second son of sir Richard 
Bray, one of the privy council to king Henry VI. who lies 
buried in the north aile of Worcester cathedral, in which 
county sir Reginald was born. One of this family (which 
were lords of Braie, or Bray, in Normandy) came with 
William the Conqueror into England, where they nourished 
in the counties of Northampton and Warwick ; but Ed¬ 
mond, the father of sir Richard, is styled of Eton Bray, in 
the county of Bedford, which county they had represented 
in parliament in 18 Ed. I. and 6 Ed. 11. In 1 Rich. III. 
this Reginald had a general pardon granted to him, pro¬ 
bably on account of his having taken part with Henry VI. 
to whose cause he had a personal as well as hereditary 
attachment; being receiver-general to sir Henry Stafford, 
who married Margaret, countess of Richmond, mother to 
the earl of Richmond, afterward king Henry VII. and 
continued in her service after the death of sir Henry, and 
was put in trust for her dowry, on her marriage to Thomas, 
carl of Derby. When the duke of Buckingham had con¬ 
certed with Morton, bishop of Ely (then his prisoner at 
Brecknock in Wales), the marriage of the earl of Rich¬ 
mond with the princess Elizabeth, eidest daughter of Ed¬ 
ward IV. and the earl’s advancement to the throne, the 
bishop recommended sir Reginald for the transaction of 
the affair with the countess, telling the duke he had an old 
friend with her, a man sober, secret, and well-witted, 
called Reginald Bray, whose prudent policy he had known 
to have compassed matters of great importance ; and ac¬ 
cordingly wrote to him in Lancashire, where he then was 
with the countess, to come to Brecknock with all speed, 
readily obeyed the summons, entered heartily into the 
design, and was very active in carrying it on ; and soon 
engaged sir Giles Daubeney (afterwards lord Daubenev), 
sir John Cheney, Richard Guilford, esq. and many other 
gentlemen of note, to take part with llenry. Alter tne 
success at Bosworth, he gradually rose into great favour 
with the king, who eminently distinguished and liberally 

i Gen. Diet.—Moreri.—-Saxii Onomast. 
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rewarded his services. His attachment to that prince was 
sincere and unremitted ; and such were his prudence and 
abilities, that he never forfeited the confidence he had 
acquired, during an attendance of seventeen years on the 
most suspicious monarch of his time. He was made a 
knight banneret, probably at the battle of Bosworth ; a 
knight of the bath at the king's coronation, and afterwards 
a knight of the garter. In the first year of the king’s reign 
he had a grant of the constableship of the castle of Oak¬ 
ham in Rutlandshire, and was appointed joint chief justice, 
with the lord Fitzwaiter, of all the forests south of Trent, 
and chosen of the privy-council. After this he was ap¬ 
pointed high-treasurer, chancellor of the duchy of Lan¬ 
caster,, and high steward of the university of Oxford At 
the qtilcn’s coronation, the duchess of Norfolk, &c. sat at 
one side-table ; at the other, lady Ferrars, of Chartley, 
lady Bray, &c. At the christening of prince Arthur, sir 
Reginald bore a rich salt of gold which was given by the 
earl of Derby. He was amongst the knights bannerets 
when Henry, the king’s second son, was created duke of 
York in 1494. In the 7th year of the king, he by inden¬ 
ture covenanted to serve him in his wars beyond sea a 
whole year, with twelve men, himself accompted, each 
having his custrell and page, twenty-four demy lances, 
seventy-seven archers on horseback, two hundred and 
thirty-one archers, and billes on foot twenty-four. In the 
10th year he had a grant for life of the Isle of Wight, 
castle of Carisbrook, and the manors of Swainston, Brixton, 
Thorley, and Welow, in that isle, at the rent of 308/. 6s. 8 d. 
Camden mentions the grant of the Isle of Wight at the 
rent of 300 marks. In June 1497 he w r as at the battle of 
Blackheath, when the lord Audley, having joined the 
Cornish rebels, was taken prisoner; on whose execution 
and attainder, his manor of Shire Vachery and Cranley in 
Surry, with a large estate there, was given to sir Reginald. 
He received many other marks of the king’s bounty and 
favour, and died 5th August 1503, possessed of a very 
great estate ; notwithstanding which, and his activity as 
a minister, under a monarch whose love of money was the 
cause of great and just complaints amongst the people, 
historians call him the father of his country, a sage and 
grave person, a fervent lover of justice, and one who 
would often admonish the king when he did any thing con¬ 
trary to justice or equity. That he should do this, and 
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the king still continue his favour, is an ample proof of the 
sense which his sovereign entertained of his services and 
abilities. He appears to have taken great delight in ar¬ 
chitecture, and to have had no small skill in it, as he had 
«. principal concern and direction in building Henry Vllth’s 
chapel in Westminster-abbey, and in the,.finishing and 
bringing to perfection the chapel of St. George at Wind¬ 
sor, to which he was a liberal benefactor in his life-time, 
and for the completion of which he made farther provision 
by his will. His arms, crest, and device (R. B.) are ex¬ 
hibited on the cieling of the chapel at Windsor in many 
places; and in the middle of the south aile is a spacious 
chapel erected by, him, and still called by his name, in 
which also, by his own particular direction, he was in¬ 
terred, though his executors neglected to erect a toifib for 
him, as he desired. Perhaps they thought his merit would 
be the most lasting monument. It is supposed that he 
is buried under the stone which covers Dr. Waterland; 
for, on opening the vault for that gentleman, who died in 
1740, a leaden coffin, of ancient form and make, was 
found, which by other appearances also was judged to be 
that of sir Reginald, and was, by order of the dean, im¬ 
mediately arched over with great decency. He was of 
great devotion, according to the piety of the times, and a 
bountiful friend, in his life-time, to many churcnes. In 
one of the 4etters of the dean and chapter of Westmin¬ 
ster, John, abbot of Newminster in Northumberland, ad¬ 
dresses him as founder of the monastery of Pipwell (in 
Northamptonshire) ; but this must be on account of some 
donations, as that house was founded by William Boute- 
vileyr in 1143. In 1494, being then high steward of Ox¬ 
ford, he gave 40 marks to repair the church of St. Mary's, 
in a window of which were the figures of him and his wife 
kneeling, their coats of arms on their backs, remaining in 
1584. The dean and chapter of Lincoln, in recompence 
for bis services to them, receive him and my lady his wife 
to be brother and sister of their chapter, and to be par¬ 
takers of ail suffrages, prayers, masses, fastings, alms- 
deeds, and other good deeds, whatever they be, done in 
the said churen, botn in their lives and after their de¬ 
ceases. The prior of the cathedral church of Durham 
receives him in like manner. In a south window of the 
priory church of Great Malvern in Worcestersmre, were 
the portraits of Henry VII. Elizabeth his queen, prince 



•464 


BRAY. 


•» 

Arthur, sir Reginald Bray, John Savage, and Thomas 
Lovell, esquires, with their coats of arms on their armour, 
and the following words underneath : “ Orate pro bono 
statu nobilissimi et excellentissimi Regis Henrici Septimi 
et Elizabeth® Regime, ac Domini Arthuri Principis filii 
eorundem, nec non praedilectissim® eonsortis suae, ac suo- 
rum trium militum.” 'i’he portraits of the king- and sir 
Reginald remained in 1774, aud are engraved in Mr. 
Strutt’s "View of the Arms and Habits of the English, vol. II. 
plate 60. The others have been broken and destroyed. 
He had no issue, and his elder brother John having only 
one daughter, married to sir William Sandes, afterwards 
lord Sandes of the Vine, he left the bulk of his fortune to 
Edmund, eldest son of his younger brother John (ior he 
had two brothers of that name). This Edmund was sum¬ 
moned to parliament in 1530, as baron of Eaton Bray; 
but his son John lord Bray dying without issue in 1557, 
the estate was divided amongst six daughters of Edmund. 
Sir Reginald left very considerable estates to Edward and 
Reginald, younger brothers of Edmund. From Edward 
the manor of Shire Vachery and Cranley, above mentioned, 
has descended to the rev. George Bray, who was owner in 
1778. Reginald settled at Barrington in Gloucestershire, 
where the male line of that branch became extinct about 
sixty years ago. 1 

BRAY (Thomas), D.D. an eminent learned antfcpious divine 
of the seventeenth century, was born at Marton in Shrop¬ 
shire, in 165G, where his parents were persons of good re¬ 
putation. His infancy discovering promising parts, he was 
early sent to the school at Oswestry, in the same county, 
and his close application to school-learning, determining 
his parents to dedicate him to religion and learning, he 
was entered of Hari-hall, Oxford. Here he soon made a 
considerable proficiency in divinity, as well as other studies 
necessary for the profession for which he was intended: 
but, labouring under the common disadvantages of a nar¬ 
row fortune, his circumstances not permitting a longer 
residence at Oxford, he left the university soon after he 
had commenced bachelor of arts. Much about this time 
he entered into holy orders ; and the first duty he had 
was that of a parish near Bridgenorth in Shropshire, his 

* Biogr. Brit, an article drawn up by William Bray, esq. F. S. A. See also 
Churton’s Lives of the Founders of Brazen-nose college, p. 203. 
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native county, from which curacy he soon removed into 
Warwickshire, officiating as chaplain in sir Thomas Price’s 
family, of ^ark-hall, and had the donative of Lac Marsin 
given him by sir Thomas, which proved very advant ge- 
ous ; for living now in the neighbourhood of Coieshill, his 
exemplary behaviour, and distinguished diligence in his 
calling, introduced him into the acquaintance of Mr* 
Kettlewell, sir Charles Holt, and the lord Simon Digby. 
One incident which contributed to establish his character 
at this juncture, was hjs preaching the assize sermon at 
Warwick, on which occasion Mr. Bray, though but young, 
acquitted himself to the satisfaction of the whole audience, 
particularly the lord Digby, who was afterwards pleased to 
honour him with many proofs of his friendship and esteem, 
recommending him to the worthy and honourable patronage 
of his brother, the fifth lord Digby, who • some time after 
gave him the vicarage of Over-Whitacre in the same 
county, since augmented, by his patron’s uncommon ge¬ 
nerosity, with the great tithes. In 1690, the rectory of 
Sheldon being vacant, by Mr. Digby Bull’s refusing to take 
the oaths at the revolution, his lordship presented Mr. Bray 
to it; which preferment lie held till about a quarter of a 
year before his death, when he resigned it by reason of his 
advanced age, and the known worth and abilities of his 
appointed successor, the Rev. Mr. Carpenter. Dec. 12, 
1 693, he took his master of arts degree in Hart-hall, Ox¬ 
ford. In this parish of Sheldon he composed his “ Cate¬ 
chetical Lectures,” a work which met with general appro¬ 
bation and encouragement, and produced to him the sum of 
700/. This publication, which drew him outof his rural pri¬ 
vacy to London, determined Dr. Compton, bishop of Lon¬ 
don, to pitch upon him as a proper person to model, the 
infant church of Maryland, and establish it upon a solid 
foundation*. Accordingly, in April 1696, he proposed 
to Mr. Bray to go, on the terms of having the judicial office 

* In 1651 and 1692, the then go- a petitionary act to their then majes- 
vernor and assembly of Maryland di- ties king William and queen Mary, to 
vided that province into parishes, and annex for ever the judicial office of 
established a legal maintenance for the commissary, before in the disposal of 
respective imuisicrs. In the month of' the governor, to that which is purely 
October 169:>, they took into consi- ecclesiastical, and at the appointment 
deration the expediency of having some of the bishop of London, to whom they 
One clergyman to preside over the wrote to desire him to send them over 
rest; aud, in order to support some some unexceptionable experienced 
such superiniendant commissary or clergyman for the intended office, 
suffragan, they unanimously agreed in 
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of commissary, valued, as was represented to him, at four 
hundred pounds per annum , conferred upon him, for his 
support in that service. Mr. Bray, disregarding his own 
interest, and the great profit which would have arisen from 
finishing his course of lectures on the plan he had formed, 
soon determined, in his own mind, that there might be a 
greater field for doing good in the Plantations, than by his 
labours here, and no longer demurred to the proposal, than 
to inquire into the state of the country, and inform himself 
what was most wanting to excite good ministers to embark 
in that design, as well as enable them most effectually to 
promote it. With this view he laid before the bishops the 
following considerations :—That none but the poorer sort 
of clergy could be persuaded to leave their friends, and 
change their native country for one so remote; that such 
persons could not be able sufficiently to supply themselves 
with books ; that without such a competent provision of 
books, they could not answer the design of their mission ; 
—that a library would be the best encouragement to stu¬ 
dious and sober men to undertake the service; and that, asr 
the great inducement to himself to go, would be to do the 
most good of which he could be capable, he therefore 

{ >urposed, that if they thought fit to encourage and assist 
tim in providing parochial libraries for the ministers, he 
would then accept of the commissary’s office in Maryland. 
This proposal for parochial libraries being well approved, 
of by the bishops, and due encouragement being promised 
in the prosecution of the design, both by their lordships 
aiid others, he set himself with all possible application to 
provide missionaries, and to furnish them with libraries, 
intending, as soon as he should have sent both, to follow 
after himself. But, upon his accepting of this employment 
of commissary of Maryland, it fell to his share to solicit at 
home whatever other matters related to that church, more 
particularly to the settlement and establishment thereof, 
which he laboured to promote with unwearied diligence, 
and spared neither expence or trouble. But, above all, 
it was his greatest care, to endeavour to send over to Mary¬ 
land, and the other colonies, pious men, of exemplary 
lives and conversations, and to furnish those whom he had 
a hand in sending, with good libraries of necessary and 
useful books, to render them capable of answering the ends 
of their mission, and instructing the people in all things 
necessary to their salvation. The sense of the clergy and 
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inhabitants, with respect to these important services, waS 
testified by the solemn letters of thanks, returned him 
from the assemblies of Maryland, from the vestries of Bos¬ 
ton and Baintrie in New England, from Newfoundland, 
Rhode Island, New York, Philadelphia, North Carolina, 
Bermudas, and by the acknowledgments of the royal 
African company, on account of those procured for their 
factories. About the same time it was, that the secretary 
of Maryland, sir Thomas Lawrence, with Mr. Bray, wait¬ 
ed on the then princess of Denmark, in behalf of that pro¬ 
vince, humbly to request her gracious acceptance of the 
governor’s and country’s dutiful respects, in having deno¬ 
minated the metropolis of the province, then but lately 
built, from her royal highness’s name, Annapolis: and lilr. 
Bray being soon after favoured with a noble benefaction 
from the same royal hand, towards his libraries in America^ 
he dedicated the first library in those parts, fixed at An¬ 
napolis, and which had books of the choicest kind belong* 
ing to it, to the value of four hundred pounds, to her me¬ 
mory, by the title of the Annapolitan Library, which words 
were inscribed on the several books. Another design was 
also set on foot, much about the same time, by Dr. Bray, 
to raise lending libraries in every deanery throughout Eng¬ 
land and Wales, out of which the neighbouring clergy 
might borrow the books they had occasion for, and where 
they might consult upon matters relating to their .function 
and to learning. Upon this, many lending libraries were 
founded in several parts of the kingdom, besides above a 
hundred and fifty parochial ones in Great Britain and the 
plantations, from ten to fifty pounds value, those in South 
Britain being afterwards secured to posterity, by an act of 
parliament passed for that purpose in 1708. Soon after, 
upon the repeated instances of the governor and some of 
the country, Mr. Bray was at the charge of taking the de¬ 
gree of doctor of divinity, which, though it might be of 
some use, as procuring a certain degree of respect^ 
did then but ill comport with his circumstances. He 
took his degrees of bachelor of divinity, and doctor, to¬ 
gether, by accumulation, not of Hart hall where he was 
entered, but of Magdalen college, Dec. 17, 1696. Soon 
after, the better to promote his main design of libraries, 
and to give the missionaries directions in prosecuting their 
theological studies, he published two books, one entitled, 
u Bibliotheca Parochialis j or, a Scheme of such Theolo- 
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gical and other heads, as seem requisite to be perused, of 
occasionally consulted by the reverend Clergy, together 
with a catalogue of books, which may be profitably read on 
each of those points,” &c. The other, “ Apostolic Cha¬ 
rity, its nature and excellency considered, in a discourse 
upon Daniel xii. 3. preached at St. Paul’s, at the ordina- 
tion of some Protestant Missionaries to be sent into the 
plantations. To which is prefixed, a general view of the 
English colonies in America, in order to show what provi¬ 
sion is wanting for the propagation of Christianity in those 
parts, together with proposals for the promoting the same* 
to induce such of the clergy of this kingdom, as are per¬ 
sons of sobriety and abilities, to accept of a mission.” 
Ddling this interval, viz. in the year 1697, a bill being 
brought into the house of commons to alienate lands given 
to superstitious uses, and to vest them in Greenwich hos¬ 
pital, he preferred a petition to the house, that some share 
thereof might be appropriated for the propagation of reli¬ 
gion in the Plantations, and that the same should be vested 
in a body politic, to be erected for that purpose; which 
petition was received very well in the house, and a fourth 
part of ail that should be discovered, after one moiety to 
the discoverer, was readily and unanimously allotted by the 
committee for that use, it being thought by far more rea¬ 
sonable, to appropriate some part at least of what was 
given to superstitious uses, to uses truly pious, than alto¬ 
gether to other, though charitable purposes t but the bill 
was never suffered to be reported. In the year 1698, fail¬ 
ing of % public and settled provision by law, for carrying 
on the service of the church in Maryland, and the other 
plantations, he addressed bis majesty for a grant of some 
arrears of taxes due to the crown; and some time after, 
was obliged to be at the charge and trouble of going over 
to the king in Holland, to have the grant completed. The 
recovery of these arrears of taxes was represented as very 
feasible and very valuable, and also without any grievance 
to the subject: but as they proved troublesome to be re¬ 
covered, so they were scarcely of any value. All designs 
failing of getting a public fund for the propagation of the 
Gospel in foreign parts, he thereupon formed a design, of 
which he then drew the plan, of having a Protestant con¬ 
gregation, pro fide propaganda , by charter from the king, 
but this he was obliged to defer till a more favourable op¬ 
portunity. However, to prepare the way for such a char- 
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ter-society, he soon after made it his endearoar, to find 
worthy persons ready to form a voluntary society, both to 
carry on the service already begun for the Plantations, and 
to propagate Christian knowledge as well at home as 
abroad, hoping afterwards to get such a society incorpo¬ 
rated. This he laid before the bishop of London, in the 
year 1697, and a society was constituted on this plan ; and 
though the design of having them incorporated by charter 
could not then be brought to bear, yet they still subsisted 
and acted as a voluntary society. But their number and 
benefactions at last increasing, a different constitution and 
more extensive powers appeared necessary for the jmc- 
cess of the undertaking : application was therefore imrae, 
by Dr. Bray, to his then majesty king William, for his 
roj^al charter. The doctor’s petition to his majesty, with 
other papers relating to the corporation to be erected for 
the propagation of the gospel in foreign parts, was read 
May 5, 1701; and his majesty’s letters patent, under the 
great seal of England, for erecting a corporation^ by the 
name of “ The Society for the Propagation of the Gospel 
in foreign parts,” was laid before the society, and read 
the ninth of June following. He received no advantage all 
this time from his commissary’s place in Maryland ; neither 
was any allowance made him at home, or preferment given 
him, to support the charge of living altogether in town, to 
solicit the establishment and endowment of the church of 
Maryland, and to provide missionaries for that and all the 
colonies on the Continent; which, excepting Vit^inia, lay 
upon him ; all the benefactions that were received being to 
be laid out to raise them libraries, which also he did faster 
than money came in to answer the charge. This being ob¬ 
served by some of his friends, they endeavoured to persuade 
him to lay his design of going abroad aside, and take two 
good preferments that were then offered him at home, of 
as good or better value than what was proposed to him in 
Maryland, viz. that of sub-almoner, and the donative of 
.A Id gate, in the city of London. But he declined all offers 
that were inconsistent with his going to Maryland, as soon 
as it should become proper for him to take that voj'age. 
By the j'ear 1699, having waited upwards of two years for 
the return of the act of religion from Maryland, with such 
amendments as would render it without exception at the 
court of England ; and it being presumed by his superiors, 
that it would be requisite the doctor should now hasten 
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over, as well to encourage the passing of that act in their 
assemblies, as to promote other matters for the service of 
religiou there, it was- signified to him from them that 
they would have him take the opportunity of the first 
ship ; and indeed, the doctor having, by this time, tried 
all ways he could think of, and done all he was able 
to do here, to serve those parts, and according to 
proposal having provided Maryland, as also many other 
colonies, with a competent number of missionaries, and 
furnished them with good libraries, to be fixed in the 
places where they were sent, to remain there for ever, he 
waaJiimself eager to follow, and did so accordingly, even 
in fne winter, though he had no allowance made him to¬ 
wards his charge of the voyage, and the service he was to 
do; but was forced to dispose of his own small effects, and 
raise money on credit to support him. With this poor en¬ 
couragement, and thus, on his own provision, he took the 
Voyage, December 16, 1699, and set sail from the Downs 
the twentieth of the same month ; but was driven back into 
Plymouth-sound on Christmas-eve, and remained in har¬ 
bour almost all the holydays, where his time was not un- 
usefully spent, in the recovery of a tolerable library there 
out of dust and rubbish, which was also indebted to him for 
a benefaction of books; and where he left a proposal for 
taking in subscriptions to make it a sea-port library, for the 
use of missionaries and sea-chaplains, as well as others. 
After an extremely tedious and dangerous passage, the 
doctor arrived at Maryland the twelfth of March, where he 
applied himself immediately to repair the breach made in 
the settlement of the parochial clergy ; in order to which 
he consulted, in the first place, the governor, whom he 
found ready to concur in all proper methods for the re-es¬ 
tablishment of their maintenance. Before the next assem¬ 
bly, which was to be in May following, he sent to all 
the clergy on the western shore, who only could come to¬ 
gether in that season, to learn from them the disposition of 
the.people, and to advise with them what was proper to be 
dene, in order to dispose the members of the assembly to 
re-enact tbeir law next meeting. Soon after he had dis¬ 
missed their clergy, he made his parochial visitation, as 
far as it was possible for him at that season ; in which, he 
met with very singular respect from persons of the best 
condition in the country, which the doctor turned tp the 
advantage of that poor church. During the sessions of the 



BRAY. 


471 


was depending, he preached very proper and seasonable 
•sermons, with a tendency to incline the country to the es* 
tablishment of the church and clergy; all which were so 
well received, that he had the thanks of the assembly, by 
messages from the house. The doctor was providentially 
on such good terms with the assembly, that they ordered 
the attorney-general to advise with him in drawing up th$ 
bill; and that he himself might be the better advised in 
that case, he sent for the most experienced clergy within 
reach, to suggest to him, what they found would be of 
advantage to them and the church, to be inserted in, or 
•left out of it; by which means the constitution of that 
church had much the advantage of any in America. It Jjpay 
not be amiss to observe in this place, that as well during the 
general court or assize, which preceded the assembly, and 
lasted thirteen days, aa during the sessions of the assembly 
itself^ he was under a necessity of entertaining the gentle* 
men of the province, who universally visited him ; a charge, 
however, which he thought requisite as circumstances then 
were, that he might strengthen his interest in them, the 
better to promote the establishment of the clergy’s main¬ 
tenance. The bill being prepared, passed with a nemine 
contradicente; but it was on all hands declared and con¬ 
fessed, that it was very providential that Dr. Bray came 
into the country at that juncture. Soon after the assembly 
was up, the commissary cited the whole clergy of the pro¬ 
vince to a general’visitation at Annapolis, to be held May 
22, 1700. At the close of this visitation, the clergy taking 
into consideration, that the opposition of the Quakers 
against the establishment of that church would in all pro¬ 
bability continue, so as to get the law for its establishment 
so lately re-enacted, annulled again at home, they entered 
ihto debates, whether it would not be of consequence to 
the preservation and final settlement of that church, that 
the doctor should be requested to go home with the law, 
and to solicit the roy'al assent. It had been before voted, 
at the passing the bill in the house of burgesses, that he 
should be desired to request his grace of Canterbury, and 
the bishop of London, to favour that good law, by obtain¬ 
ing his majesty’s royal assent to it with all convenient 
speed; and the members who gave him an account of pass¬ 
ing their vote, told him withal, that it was the general opi¬ 
nion of the house, that he could be most serviceable l »y 
waiting personally on their lordships, rather than by let-, 
ters, in which be could not crowd all that might be neces- 
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sary to be represented concerning the then state of the 
church, and the necessity, at that time, of their utmost pa¬ 
tronage : and it was in debate, whether this should not be 
the desire of the assembly ; but it was thought too unrea¬ 
sonable a request from them, who were sensible of the 
great danger and fatigue he had already been at in the ser¬ 
vice of that -province, as they had a few days before ac¬ 
knowledged by a message of thanks from that house. Such 
were the sentiments of the members of the assembly, as to 
the uecessity of his coming home to solicit the establish¬ 
ment of that church; and the clergy meeting at their visi¬ 
tation, some weeks after, represented to him, as the ear¬ 
liest desire of the more sensible persons throughout the 
country, as well as of the assembly-men, that he should go 
over with the law for England ; being aware that its oppo¬ 
nents would make the utmost efforts against the establish¬ 
ment of that church, by false representations at home of 
the numbers and riches of their party, and by insinuating, 
that to impose upon them an established maintenance for 
the clergy, would be prejudicial to the interest of the pro¬ 
vince, by obliging so many wealthy traders to remove from 
thence, the falsity of which, or any other suggestions, they 
thought him best able to make appear, by the information 
he had gained from this visitation. There were also many 
other advantages to the church in those parts, which they 
proposed by his coming home at that time, upon the con¬ 
sideration of all which he took his voyage soon after. He 
was no sooner arrived in England, but he found their ap- 
jyehensions in Maryland'not ill grounded ; but the objec¬ 
tions raised against the plan. Dr. Bray refuted, by a printed 
memorial, representing truly the state of the church of Ma¬ 
ryland, to the full satisfaction of all to whom it was com- 
municated. The quakers’ opposition to the establishment 
now depending, was carried by united councils and con¬ 
tributions i but the doctor refuted their specious objections 
Ijy unanswerable reasons, and placed the affair in such an 
Advantageous light, that his majesty decided, without any 
appearance of hesitation, in the church’s favour, and gave 
the royal assent in these remarkable words : “ Have the 
Quakers the benefit of a toleration ? let the established 
church have an established maintenance.” This charge¬ 
able and laborious undertaking having swallowed up the doc¬ 
tor’s own small fortune, lord Weymouth generously pre¬ 
sented him with a bill of 200/. for his own private use, a 
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large portion of which the doctor devoted to the advance* 
meat of his farther designs. Though he was vested with 
the character of commissary, yet no share of the revenue 
proposed was annexed to it; and his generosity even in¬ 
duced him to throw in two sums of fifty pounds each, that 
were presented to himself in Maryland, towards defraying 
the charges of their libraries and law. After the return of 
Dr. Bray from thence in 1701, he published his “ Circular 
Letters to the Clergy of Maryland,” a memorial, repre¬ 
senting the present state of religion on the continent of 
North America, and the acts of his visitation held at An¬ 
napolis ; for which he had the thanks of the society above 
mentioned. Not only the bishop of London approved en¬ 
tirely of all these transactions, but also the archbishop of 
Canterbury declared, that he was well satisfied with the 
reasons of Dr. Bray’s return from the West Indies, and 
added, that his mission thither would be of the greatest 
consequence imaginable to the establishment of religion in 
those parts. In 1706, he had the donative of St. Botolph 
without Aldgate offered him again, which he then accepted 
of, worth about V50l. per annum. In the year 1712, the 
doctor printed his “ Martyrology; or. Papal Usurpation,” 
in folio. That nothing might be wanting to enrich and 
adorn the work, he established a correspondence with 
learned foreigners of the first distinction, and called in the 
assistance of the most eminent hands. This work consists 
of some choice and learned treatises of celebrated authors, 
which were grown very scarce, ranged and digested into as 
regular an history as the nature of the subject would admit. 
He proposed to compile a second volume, and had, at no 
small expence and pains, furnished himself with materials 
for it; but he was afterwards obliged to lay the prosecution 
of his design aside, and bequeathed by will his valuable 
collection of Martyrological Memoirs, both printed and 
manuscript, to Sion college. He was, indeed, so great a 
master of the history of popery, that few authors could be 
presumed able, with equal accuracy and learning, to trace 
the origin and growth of those exorbitant claims which are 
made by the see of Rome. He was happily formed by na¬ 
ture both for the active and for the retired life. Charity 
to the souls of other men, was wrought up to the highest 
pitch in his own : every reflection on the dark and forlorn 
condition of the Indians and negroes, excited in his bo- 
juii a the most generous emotions of pity and concern. His 
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voyage to Holland, to solicit king William’s protection and 
encouragement to his good designs, and the proofs he gave 
of a public spirit and disinterested zeal, in such a series of 
generous undertakings, obtained him the esteem of M„ 
d’Allone of the Hague, a gentleman not more celebrated 
for his penetration and address in state affairs, than for a 
pious disposition of mind. An epistolary correspondence 
commenced Very early between him and the doctor upon 
this subject; the result of which was, that M. d’Allone 
gave in his life-time a sum to be applied to the conversion 
of negroes, desiring the doctor to accept the management 
and disposal of it. But that a staiyling provision might be 
made for this purpose, M. d’Allone bequeathed by will a 
certain sum, viz. StOO pounds, out of his English estate, to 
X>r. Bray and his associates, towards erecting a capital fund 
or stock, for converting the negroes in the British plan¬ 
tations. This was in the year 1723, much about which 
time Dr. Bray had an extremely dangerous fit of illness, 
so that his life and recovery were despaired of. In the year 
1726, he was employed in composing and printing his 
** Directorium Missionarium,” bis “ Primordia Bibliothe- 
caria,” and some other tracts of the like kind. About this 
time he also wrote a short account of Mr. Rawlet, the au¬ 
thor of “ The Christian Monitorand reprinted the Life of 
Mr. Gilpin. Some of these were calculated lor the use of 
the mission ; and in one he has endeavoured to shew, that 
civilizing the Indians must be the first step in any success¬ 
ful attempt for their conversion. In his “ Primordia Bib- 
liotheearia,” we have several schemes of parochial libra¬ 
ries, and a method laid down to proceed by a gradual pro¬ 
gression, from a collection not much exceeding one pound 
in value, to one of a hundred. His attention to other good 
works occasioned no discontinuance of this design, the suc¬ 
cess of which was so much the object of his desires; and 
accordingly benefactions came in so fast, that he had busi¬ 
ness enough upon his hands to form the libraries desired. 
As the furnishing the parochial clergy with the means of in¬ 
struction, would be an effectual method to promote Chris¬ 
tian knowledge, so another expedient, manifestly subser¬ 
vient to the same end, would be, he thought, to imprint on 
the minds of those who are designed for the ministry, pre¬ 
viously to their admission, a just sense of its various duties, 
and their great importance. With a view to this, he re¬ 
printed the “ Ecclesiastes of Erasmus.” In the year 1727 # 
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an acquaintance of Dr. Bray's made a casual visit to White* 
chapel prison; and his representation of the miserable state 
of the prisoners had such an effect on the doctor, that he 
immediately applied himself to solicit benefactions in order 
to relieve (hem; and he had soon contributions sufficient 
to provide a quantity of bread, beef, and broth, on Sun* 
days, and now and then on the intermediate days, for this 
prison and the Borough compter. To temporal, he always 
subjoined spiritual, provisions; and to enure them to the 
most distasteful part of their office, the intended missionaries 
were here employed in reading and preaching. On this oc¬ 
casion that scene of inhumanity was imperfectly discovered, 
which afterwards some worthy patriots of the house of com¬ 
mons took so much pains to inquire into and redress. 
Being now far advanced in years, and continually reminded 
of his approaching change, by the imbecility and decays of 
old age, he was desirous of enlarging the number of his as¬ 
sociates, and adding such to them, in whose zeal and inte¬ 
grity he might repose an entire confidence. His inquiry 
into the state of the gaols, made him acquainted with Mr. 
(afterwards general) Oglethorpe, who accepted the trust 
himself, and engaged several others, some of the first rank 
and distinction, to act with him and the former associates. 
In short, most of the religious societies and good designs in 
London, owe grateful .acknowledgment to bis memory, 
and are, in a great measure, formed on the plans he pro¬ 
jected ; particularly the society for the reformation of man¬ 
ners, charity schools, and the society for the relief of poor 
proselytes, &c. The doctor having thus happily lodged 
his principal designs in the hands of able managers, de¬ 
parted this life February 15, 1730, in the seventy-third 
year of his age, leaving issue a son and daughter. 

Besides the works above mentioned, the accurate editor 
of the new edition of his life, informs us that he printed 
* e Proposals for the encouragement and promoting of reli¬ 
gion and learning in the foreign plantations,” in a folio 
sheet: with the addition of “ The present state of Mary¬ 
land.” 1 

BREA (Lodovico), of Nizza, an artist who flourished 
from 1483 to 1513, maybe considered as the founder of 
the primitive Ligurian school; Genoa and its states still 

t “ Public spirit illustrated in the Life and Designs of the Rev. T. Bray, 
D. r>.” 8vo, 1 7-iG, of which a much improved edition was published by the Rev. 
it. J. Todd, 8vo. 1808.. 



*76 


BREA. 


possess many of his works. Though inferior in taste to the 
best contemporaries of other schools, meagre in design, 
and attached to gilding, he yields to none in characteristic 
beauty of heads, and a vivacity of colour, which lias defied 
time. The folds of his draperies are natural, his compo¬ 
sition has propriety, his attitudes spirit, his plans are un¬ 
common. He possesses an originality which clears him from 
ail suspicion of imitation, or deference to another school; 
all this is to be understood of small proportions, for on 
large dimensions it does not appear that he ever ven¬ 
tured. Hie most praised of his relics are a “ Murder of 
the Innocents” at St. Agostino; and a “ St. John,” in the 
oratory of the Madonna di Savona . 1 

BREBEUF (George de), a French poet, was born at 
Torigni in Lower Normandy, 1618. He was distinguished 
chiefly by a translation of Lucan ; which, notwithstanding 
its inflated style, its numerous antitheses, and its various 
false brilliancies, continued to be long admired. It engaged 
attention and applause so powerfully at first, that cardinal 
Mazarine made great promises of advancement to the 
translator; but died without fulfilling them. But the 
best and the most popular of his works is, the first book 
of Lucan travestied, an ingenious satire upon the great, 
who are described as never losing a moment’s sight of their 
greatness and titles; and upon the meanness and servility 
of those who, with a view of making their fortunes, sub¬ 
mit to flatter them as gods. It is said of Brebeuf, that he 
had: a fever upon him for more twenty years. He died in 
1661, aged 4%; and, if the last anecdote of him be true, it 
is somewhat marvellous that he lived so long. 

Besides his Lucan, he published some sacred poetry, en¬ 
titled, 1. “ Les entretiens solitaires,” 12 mo. 2. “ Recueil 
dies oeuvres diverges,” 1664, 2 vols. 12mo, in which collec¬ 
tion are one hundred epigrams on a lady who painted, 
written for a wager, decided, we presume, as to numbers 
rather than merit. 3. ee Des eclogues poetiques,” 12mo. 4. 
** Defense de l’eglise Romaine,” 12mo. 1671. His Lucan 
Travestie was published at Paris in 1656, i2mo.* 

BREDA, or BRED ALE (Peter Van), a painter of 
landscapes and cattle, was born at Antwerp in 1630; stu¬ 
died landscape after nature, and adorned his designs with 
figures, correctly drawn and judiciously grouped. His 

* Pilkington. * Moreri.—Diet. Hi»t» 



BREDA. 


477 


scenes are generally enriched with elegant Rom;fP build- 
ings, fountains, monuments, and ruins. His style, though 
inferior, resembled that of John Brueghel. He died in 
1681.* 

BREDA (John Van), a painter of history, landscape^ 
and conversations, was born at Antwerp in 1683, and in¬ 
structed by his father Alexander Van Breda, who was much 
esteemed as an artist, with whom he continued, profiting 
by good example and advice, till he was 18 years of age. 
Having established his reputation in Holland, he accom¬ 
panied Rysbrack the sculptor to London, where lie was 
highly esteemed and obtained considerable patronage, and 
particularly that of the earl of Derwentwater, who was be- ’ 
headed for rebellion in 1715. In London he was much em¬ 
ployed by the court and nobility, and was hardly able to 
supply the demands for his performances. From London, 
after a residence of five years, he returned to Antwerp, 
much enriched ; and in 1716, when Louis XIV. visited that 
cit 3 ', he honoured this master by purchasing four of his pic¬ 
tures ; viz. “ Christ at the sea of Tiberias,” “ Christ per¬ 
forming miracles,” and “ two landscapes.” He certainly ap¬ 
proached nearer to those great masters whose manner he imi¬ 
tated, Brueghel and Wouwermans, than any other artist of 
his time. His landscapes are in the style and taste of the 
former; and his conversations, historical figures, fairs, and 
battles, are in the manner of the latter. He died in 1750.* 

BREENBERG (Bartholomew, called Bartolomeo), a 
painter and engraver, was horn at Utrecht in 1620, and 
went, at an early period, for improvement to Rome, where 
the society of Flemish painters, called Bilhtvogels, dis¬ 
tinguished him by the appellation of Bartolomeo. Among 
the superb ruins and beautiful objects, in and about the 
city, he acquired an elegant taste; and he peculiarly ex¬ 
celled in landscapes, which he enriched with historical sub¬ 
jects. The figures and animals, which he introduced, were 
elegantly disposed, and executed with spirit and freedom : 
especially when they were not larger than the small size, 
in which he usually painted them. His manner, particu¬ 
larly with respect to colouring, gradually improved ; his 
touch is light and spirited, his tone of colouring very pleas¬ 
ing, his taste altogether of the Roman school, and his pic¬ 
tures aie distinguished both by force and delicacy. T^ie 
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draperidlof his figures, which are gracefully proportioned 
and designed, are easy and ornamental, and in his smallest 
figures, the expression is lively, sensible, and natural. His 
pictures are exceedingly rare, and highly valued. We 
have of his etching a set of 24 views, and landscapes, orna¬ 
mented with ruins, &c. from his own designs. Sir Robert 
Strange had an excellent small picture of Breenberg’s, a 
view of the monument of Csecilia Metella, situated near 
the banks of the Tiber, a few miles distant from Rome. 
The foreground is beautifully enriched with figures, and 
the whole painted with great transparency. The sky in 
particular is penciled with an elegance which exceeds any 
thing of the kind in the works of Wouwermans. Breen- 
berg died in 1660. 1 

BREGY (Charlotte Saumaise de Chazan, comtesse 
DE), neice of the learned Saumaise (Salmasius), was one 
of the ladies of honour to queen Anne of Austria. She 
was distinguished at that court by her beauty and her wit; 
both of which she preserved to an advanced age, and died 
at Paris, April 13, 1693, at the age of 74. She wrote a 
collection of letters and verses, 1688, 12mo, in which we 
meet with many ingenious thoughts; her verses almost 
entirely turn on a metaphysical love, which employed her 
miud more than her heart. But there are several pieces 
that are not of this description. In one of them she gives 
the following portrait of herself: “ 1 am fond of praise; 
and this it is that makes me repay it with usury to those 
from whom I receive it. I have a proud and scornful 
heart; but this does not prevent me from being gentle and 
civil. I neve# oppose the opinions of any ; but I must 
own that I never adopt them to the prejudice of my own. 
I may say with truth that I am by nature modest and dis¬ 
creet, and that pride always takes care to preserve these 
two qualities in me. I am indolent; I never seek plea¬ 
sures and diversions, but when my friends take more pains 
than I do to procure them for me. I feel myself obliged, 
and I appear at them very gay, though I am not so in fact. 
I am not much given to intrigue, but if I should get into 
an affair of that sort, I think I should certainly bring my¬ 
self off with some propriety. I am constant, even to ob¬ 
stinacy, and secret .to excess. In order to contract a 
friendship with me, all advances must be made by the 
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other party; but I amply compensate all'this trouble in^ 
the sequel: for I serve my friends with all that ardency 
usually employed in selfish interests. I praise them, and 
I defend them, without once consenting to what I may 
hear against them. I have not so much virtue as to be free 
from the desire of the goods of fortune and honours; but 
I have too much for pursuing any of the ways that com¬ 
monly lead to them. I act in the world conformably to 
what it ought to be, and too little according to what it is.** 

This lady, whose article we have retained from the for¬ 
mer edition, principally on account of her character, a to¬ 
lerable specimen of the vanity of a Frenchwoman, married 
M. de Flecelles, count de Bregy, lieutenant-general in 
the army, counsellor of state, envoy extraordinary in Po¬ 
land, and afterwards embassador in Sweden . 1 

BltElTINGUER (John James), whom Meister calls the 
greatest reformer of the Swiss schools which the last cen¬ 
tury produced, was born at .Zurich March 1 , 1701, and 
after going through a course of academical instruction, was 
admitted into orders in 1720. The space which usually 
intervenes between the ordination of 3 'oung ministers and 
their establishment in a church, he employed principally 
in the study of the ancient authors, familiarizing himself 
with their language arid sentiments, an employment which, 
like Zuinglius, he did not think unworthy of the attention 
of an ecclesiastic. Persius was his favourite poet, whom 
he studied so critically as to furnish the president Bouhier 
with some happy elucidations, which the latter adopted. 
Breitinguer, however, was not merely a verbal critic, and 
considered such criticism as useful only in* administering 
to higher pursuits in philosophy and the belles-lettres. 
The “ Bibliotheque Helvetique” which he and Bodmer 
wrote, shews how criticism and philosophy may mutually 
assist each other. He formed an intimacy with Bodmer 
in early life, (see Bodmer), and both began their career 
as reformers of the language and taste of their country. 
Breitinguer found a liberal patron in the burgomaster 
Escher, who himself proved that the study of the Greek 
language is a powerful counterpoise to a bad taste, and 
was the person who encouraged Breitinguer principally to 
produce a new edition of the Septuagint translation. In 
1731 he was chosen professor of Hebrew, and in order t# 
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facilitate the study of that language to his pupils, he wrote 
his treatise on the Hebrew idioms. Some time after he 
was appointed vice-professor of logic and rhetoric, and. 
from that time began the reformation which he thought 
much wanted in the schools, with a treatise “ De eo quod 
nimium est in studio grammatico,” and a system of logic 
in Latin and German, which soon took the place of that 
of Wendelin. He contributed also various papers to the 
** Tempe Helvetica,” and the “ Musaeum Helveticum,” 
and at the request of the cardinal Quirini drew up an ac¬ 
count of a MS. of the Greek psalms which was found in 
the canons 1 library. He published also the “ Critical art 
of Poetry.” His biographer bestows great praise on all 
those works, and different as the subjects are, assures us 
that he treated each as if it had beeu the exclusive object 
of his attention. His literary acquaintance was also very 
extensive, and he numbered among his correspondents the 
cardinals Passionei and Quirini, the president Bouhier, 
the abb6 Gerbert de St. Blaise, with Iselin, Burmann, 
Crusius, le Maitre, Vernet, Semler, Ernesti, &c. But he 
chiefly excelled as a teacher of youth, and especially of 
those intended for the church, having introduced two re¬ 
gulations, the benefit of which his country amply acknow¬ 
ledges. The one was that young divines should preach, 
in turn, twice a week, on which occasion the sermon was 
criticised by the whole body of students, aided also by 
Breitinguer’s remarks. The other respects an institution 
or society of Ascetics, as they were called. This was com¬ 
posed of the clergy, who assembled at stated hours, to 
discuss subjects relative to their profession, and compose 
sermons, prayers, hymns, &c. Some of them also were 
employed in visiting the hospitals, others qualified for 
schoolmasters, and all were to assist the poor with advice 
or pecuniary aid. Breitinguer also prepared a catechism 
for the young, on an improved plan, and a little before 
his death, published ({ Orationes Carolina; d’Hottinguer,” 
dedicated to Semlin. He continued his active exertions 
almost to the last hour of his life, being present at an ec¬ 
clesiastical council, on Dec. 13, 1776, but on his return 
was seized with an apoplexy, of which he died the fol¬ 
lowing day. Breitinguer had as much learning as Bodmer, 
though not as much natural fire; and was au excellent^ 
critic. To the works already noticed, we may add his 
“ Diatribe historico-literaria in versus obscurissimus a 
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Persio Satir. I citatos,” 1740, 8vo. His edition of the 
8eptuagint, in 4 vols. 4to, was published at Zurich, (Ti- 
guruin,) 1730. The text is accurately compiled from the 
Oxford edition of Gfabe : to which are added at the bot¬ 
tom of each page the various readings of the Codex Vati- 
canus. Nothing is altered except a few typographical 
errors, and some emendations of Grabe, which did not 
coincide with the editor’s opinion. The clearness of the 
type and beauty of the paper recommend it to the reader’s 
attention; and the care, accuracy, and erudition displayed, 
throughout the work, may entitle it to bear away the palm 
even from Grabe’s edition. Such at least is the opinion of 
Masch. 1 

BREITKOPF (John Gottlieb Immanuel), an ingeni¬ 
ous printer, letter-founder, and bookseller of Leipsic, was 
born in that city, Nov. 23, 1719. An accidental perusal 
of a work by Albert Durer, in which the shape of the let¬ 
ters is deduced from mathematical principles, appears to 
have suggested to him some valuable improvements in the 
art of casting types, which gave his printing-office and 
foundery great reputation, lie was also the first who cast 
musical types, now so common, although they possess so 
little of the beauty or accuracy of copper-plates as to be 
^seldom used. He also contrived to print maps with move- 
able types, and even to copy portraits by the same mcaus, 
but neither of these were found of much utility. He was 
better employed in 1793, in endeavouring to print that 
Chinese characters on moveable types, and succeeded so 
far as to exhibit specimens, which were much admired. 
He is said also to have discovered some improvements in 
the composition of type-metal, and the process of melting 
and casting, but what these were he concealed. He died 
Jan. 28, 1794. In 177,4, he published a small treatise, 
containing a refutation of the opinion of those who pretend 
that printing was first employed at Florence, Wirtzburg, 
or Antwerp. In 17 84, he published the first part of a 
work, entitled “ An Attempt to illustrate the origin of 
Playing-cards, the introduction of paper made from linen, 
and the invention of engraving on wood in Europe.” The 
latter part of this work was finished, but not published, 
before his death. His last publication was a small “ Trea- 

1 Meister*s Portraits of the Illustrious Men of Sweden, French trans. Zurich, 
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tise on Bibliography, &c.” published in 1793, and con¬ 
taining extracts from his larger works, with his reasons for 
retaining the present German characters, and a refutation 
of some assertions respecting typography. 1 

BREMOND, or BREMONT (Francis de), a member 
of the French academy of sciences, was born at Paris, 
Sept. 14, 1713, of a good family, and after having studied 
humanities in the Mazarin college, and a course of philo¬ 
sophy in the college of Beauvais, applied himself more 
particularly to medicine and law, and the oriental lan¬ 
guages in the royal college. The great progress which he 
made in the latter, occasioned his being invited to Rheims 
to teach these languages, and to fill a professor’s chair ; 
but this he declined out of respect to his father, who wished 
him to appear at the bar. Neither this, however, nor lan¬ 
guages, were to his own liking, and his parents, after some 
consideration, allowed him to pursue his inclination for 
medicine, and natural history, to which he added a taste 
for general literature and criticism. In 1737, he began to 
give extracts from the London Philosophical Transactions, 
and this with so much judgment and ability as to excite 
the attention of the literati of France, who after revolving 
the plan, conceived that a translation of the Transactions 
with notes would be more useful than these extracts, and 
agreed that M. de Bremond should be requested to under¬ 
take it. He accordingly began the work, and published 
four vols. 4to. including the years 1731 —1736, with a com¬ 
plete index, and notes pointing out where the subjects are 
treated in the memoirs of other learned bodies, or in sepa¬ 
rate publications : some of these notes are complete disser¬ 
tations. The royal society, on this, honoured him with 
the title of secretary ; and on March 18, 1739, he was ad¬ 
mitted into the French royal academy of sciences. The 
same year he read a learned paper on respiration, lie 
joined afterwards with M. Morand, a celebrated surgeon, 
in collecting and translating all the English publications 
respecting Mrs. Stephens’s remedy for the stone, which 
once was thought infallible. He translated likewise Dr. 
Halley’s experiments on sea water, and Hauksbee’s ex¬ 
periments, 2 vols. 12mo; and Murdoch’s new loxodromic 
tables, for the construction of marine charts. Tiiis indus¬ 
trious writer died March 21, 1742, aged only twenty-nine. 
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His eloge was composed by M. de Mairan, then secretary 
to the academy. 1 

BRENT (Sir Nathanael), a learned lawyer in the se¬ 
venteenth century, was born at Little Woolford, in War¬ 
wickshire, in 1573, being the son of Anchor Brent of that 
place, gent. In 1589, he became portionist, or post-mas¬ 
ter, of Merton-college, in Oxford ; and, on the 20th of 
June 1593, took the degree of bachelor of arts. The year 
following he was admitted probationer-fellow of the col¬ 
lege. On the 31st of October 1598, he took the degree 
of master of arts ; and then entered upon law studies. In 
1607, he was one of the proctors of the university. Some 
years after, in 1613, &c. he travelled into foreign parts, 
and became acquainted with several of the most learned 
men abroad. After his return, he married Martha daugh¬ 
ter and heir of Dr. Robert Abbot, bishop of Salisbury, 
and niece to Dr. George Abbot, archbishop of Canterbury, 
which was the cause of his succeeding great preferments. 
About the year 1618, he was sent to Venice by archbishop 
Abbot, on purpose to get a copy of the History of the 
Council of Trent, then newly composed by the most re¬ 
nowned Padre Paolo Sarpi; in procuring of which he ex¬ 
posed himself to very great dangers. In 1621, he was 
elected warden of Merton-college, through the archbishop’s 
recommendation ; who also made him his vicar-general, 
commissary of the diqcese of Canterbury, master of the 
faculties, and at length judge of the prerogative. On .the 
11th of October, 1623, he accumulated the degrees of ba¬ 
chelor and doctor of law. The 23d of August, 1629, he 
received the honour of knighthood from king Charles I. at 
Woodstock, being then supposed well-affected to the 
church and hierarchy. But in the great disputes that arose 
between archbishop Abbot and bishop Laud, he entirely 
sided with the first, and his adherents, the puritan party ; 
and grew so inveterate against Laud, that he was a frequent 
witness against him at his trial. He likewise deserted Ox¬ 
ford when king Charles I. garrisoned that place, and took 
the covenant: for which reason he was deprived of his 
wardenship of Merton-college, by his majesty’s command; 
but restored again when Oxford garrison was surrendered, 
for the parliament’s use, in 1646. In 1647 and 1648, he 
was appointed chief visitor of that university, and counter 
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nauced all the violent and arbitrary proceeding- there 
used, not sparing his own college. When an order was 
made against pluralities, he was forced to leave Merton- 
college, on the 27 th o#November, 1651 ; at which time 
be refused also the oath called .the Engagement. Upon 
this, retiring to his house in Little Britain, in London, he 
died there November 6, 1652, aged 79; and was buried, 
the seventeenth of the same month, with great solemnity, 
ip the church of St. Bartholomew the Less. 

The only service to the public which sir N. Brent did, 
appears to have been in procuring the history of the coun¬ 
cil of Trent. As father Paul and father Fulgentio, the 
two joint authors, composed it, they privately gave a copy 
to Brent, who sent it over weekly to the archbishop Abbot 
in the original Italian; and it came to his hands under five 
or six covers to other persons, for the greater security. 
When Mr. Brent had sent it all over, he catne back him¬ 
self, and translated it out of Italian into English and La¬ 
tin. The original Italian was printed 6rst at London in 
1619, and dedicated to king James I. by D. Antonio de 
Dominis, archbishop of Spalatro, who had been instru¬ 
mental in procuring that history. The English translation 
was published in 1619, folio. A new edition was printed 
in 1640; and another in 1676, with other pieces of father 
Paul at the end. His other publication would have done 
him equal credit, had he adhered to his principles. He 
reviewed Mr. Francis Mason’s “ Vindication of the Church 
of England, concerning the Consecration and Ordination 
of the Bishops, &c.” examined the quotations, compared 
them with the originals, and printed that book from the 
author’s manuscript, in 1625, fol. in Latin. It is a com¬ 
plete refutation of the old story of the Nag’s head ordina¬ 
tion. 1 

BRENTIUS, or BRENTZEN (John), one of the sup¬ 
porters of the reformation, was born at Wile in Suabia, in 
149 ^, a city of which his father had been mayor for many 
years. He was educated at Heidelberg school and uni¬ 
versity, and when only fifteen years old commenced ba¬ 
chelor. Such was his thirst for learning, that he usually 
rose at midnight to his studies, which became afterwards 
co much a habit, that he never slept longer than midnight. 

I Bing. Brit—Wood’s Athens#, rol. IL—,Antiquities of Oxford.—Strype’s 
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At eighteen he took his master’s degree in arts, and about 
the same time the perusal of some or Luther’s writings in¬ 
duced him to change his mind in many important points, 
which he endeavoured to communicate to his fetlow-stuj 
dents by lecturing to them from the gospel of St. Matthew, 
and his auditors increasing, it was objected to him by those 
who were jealous of his talents, that he was not lit for such 
a work, not being in orders. To remove that, he entered 
into orders, and became a very popular preacher. He was 
then called to be pastor at Hall in Suahia, where he gave 
such satisfaction that the senate confirmed him in the 
office, although he was only twenty-three years old. When 
Muncer and his adherents rose in arms in Germany, and 
threatened to besiege Hall, he not only wrote against these 
enthusiasts, but encouraged the citizens to defend the 
place, which they did with great bravery. We find him 
afterwards attending a conference of the reformed clergy 
for the purpose of reconciling the contention between Lu¬ 
ther and Zuinglius, respecting the real presence; and in 
1530 he was at the diet of Augsburgb, where the celebrated 
confession of faith was drawn up. When Ulric, prince of 
Wirtemberg, meditated the introduction of the reformed 
religion in his dominions, and particularly in the university 
of Tubingen, he employed Brentius in that seat of learn¬ 
ing, who accomplished the purpose to his entire satisfac¬ 
tion. In 1547, when the emperor Charles V. and his army 
came to Hall, Brentius found it necessary to make his es¬ 
cape ; and some letters of his being found, in which he 
justified the protestant princes for taking arms against the 
emperor, he became still in more danger ; but on the em¬ 
peror’s removing his army, he returned to Hall again. In 
1548, however, when the emperor had published the In¬ 
terim, Brentius declared himself so strongly against it, that 
the emperor sent a commissary to Hail, charging him to 
bring Brentius to him, alive or dead. The magistrates and 
citizens would have still protected him, but, as the empe¬ 
ror threatened to destroy their city if he were not given 
up, they connived at his escape, and presently after Ulric 
prince of Wirtemberg afforded him an asylum, until he 
got to Basil. He remained in this kind of banishment 
until 1550, when Christopher duke of Wirtemberg, in 
room of his father Ulric deceased, resolved to restore the 
ministers who were driven away by the Interim, and to com¬ 
plete the reformationj and therefore sent for Brentius to 
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his castle at Stutgard, where he might have his advice And. 
assistance. Here at ‘his request, Brentius drew up a con¬ 
fession of faith, including the controverted points, which 
|he duke intended to And to the council of Trent; and 
the year after the pastor of Stutgard dying, Brentius was 
chosen in his room, and held the situation for life. In 
1557 he went to the conferences at Worms, which ended 
unsatisfactorily, as the popish representatives would not 
admit the authority of scripture in deciding their contro¬ 
versies. A more important service he performed in his 
old age. As there were many monasteries in W'irtemberg, 
from which the friars had been expelled, he persuaded his 
prince to convert them into schools, which was accordingly 
done, and Brentius visited them once in two years, direct¬ 
ing and encouraging their studies. He died in 1570, and 
was buried with every mark of public respect. His works 
were printed together in 8 vols. fol. at Tubingen, 1 576— 
»0 : most of them had been printed separately at various 
periods of his life. His opinions coincided in general with 
those of Luther, except on the subject of the real pre¬ 
sence, in winch he held some sentiments peculiar to him¬ 
self, although perhaps essentially not very different from 
those of the Lutheran church. 1 

BREQ.UIGNY (Lewis George, Oudard de Feudrix), 
a learned member of the French academy, and of that of 
Inscriptions, was born in the country of Caux in 1715, and 
died at Paris in 1795, aged eighty. His youth was spent 
in the acquisition of the learned languages, and he after¬ 
wards came to Paris to enjoy the company of the literati 
of that metropolis. Being sent to England to search 
for materials respecting the French history, he published 
the result in a paper in the Memoirs of the Academy of 
inscriptions in 1767, by which we find that he collected 
in the British Museum, and the Tower of London, an in¬ 
valuable treasure of letters and papers relative to the his- 
. tory, laws, and constitution of France, which papers had 
till then been unknown to the literary world. The same 
Memoir concludes with some anecdotes relative to the fa¬ 
mous siege of Calais in 1346, which do little honour to the 
memory of Eustache de St. Pierre, and are, by no means, 
consistent with the encomiums that have been lavished on 

1 Melchior Adam.—Fuller’s Abel Redivivus.—Moreri,—Milner’s Church 
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him, on account of his heroic patriotism. Brequigny was 
of a very communicative disposition, and loved to encou¬ 
rage young men or learning, by lending them his books 
and manuscripts, and imparting his ideas of any subject on 
which they might be employed, in his writings, his styld 
is clear and simple, and he had the happy talent of extract¬ 
ing with judgment and accuracy, of which he left many 
proofs in his notices inserted in the Journal des Savans, 
and in the Memoirs of the Academy of inscriptions, to 
which he was a frequent contributor. The substance of la 
curious paper of his, on the life and character of Mahomet, 
may be seen in the Monthly Review, vol. XXXIV. (1768.) 
His principal works are, 1. “ Histoire des Revolutions de 
Genes,” Paris, 1752, 3 vols. 12mo. 2. An edition of 

“ Strabo,” vol. I. Gr. and Lat. 1763, 4to, containing the 
first three books, corrected according to some MSS. in the 
royal library, particularly one numbered 1393, which was 
brought from Constantinople; the Latin version is Xy- 
lander’s. A short time after the first volume was pub¬ 
lished, Berquigny sent over all his materials for the further 
prosecution of the work to the university of Oxford. 3. 
“ Vies des anciens orateurs Grecs,” with a translation of 
many of their orations, 1752, 2 vols. 12mo, containing 
only Isocrates and Dio Chrysostom. 4. “ Diplomata, 
Chartai ad res Franciscas spectantia,” 4to. 5. “ Table 
chronoiogique ties diplomes, chartes, et titres relatifs a 
l’histoire de France,” 1783, 5 vols. fol. 6. “ Ordonnances 
des rois de France de la troisieme race of this important 
collection Brequigny published the last six volumes, en¬ 
riched with learned notes and curious dissertations on the 
ancient legislation of France. He also compiled and pub¬ 
lished iu 1764, 8vo, the catalogue of the library of Cler¬ 
mont. 1 

BRF.RELEY (John), perhaps worth mentioning here, 
as the assumed name of one James Anderton, of Lostock 
in Lancashire, in the seventeenth century, who published 
under it, 1. “The Protestant’s Apology for the Roman 
Church, 4to,. 1604, 1608, 1615. 2. “ The Liturgy of the 

Mass, &c.” in Latin, Cologn, 1620, 4to. 3. “ St. Augus¬ 
tin’s Religion ; giving an account of his opinion in matters 
of controversy between Catholics and Protestants,” 1620, 
Svo. Dr. Thomas Morton, the learned bishop of Durham, 

* Diet. Hist.—Month. Rev. vol. XXXIX. and LIV. 
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answered the ** Protestant’s Apology” in a work entitled 
“ A Catholic Appeal for Protestants^ 1606, 4to. Some 
farther particulars of Anderton’s works, although none of 
his life, may be seen in our authority. 1 

BRERETON (Jane), an English poetess, was the daugh¬ 
ter of Mr. Thomas Hughes, of Bryn-Griftith near Mould in 
Flintshire, by Anne Jones, his wife, and was born in 1685. 
Being observed to be endowed by nature with a great ca¬ 
pacity, her talents were assiduously cultivated by her fa¬ 
ther. who was himself a man of excellent parts. Mr. 
Hughes, however, dying when she was only sixteen, she 
soon lost these advantages ; but early discovered a turn 
for poetry, which her acquaintance encouraged. In Jan. 
1711 she married Mr. Thomas Brereton, at that time a 
commoner of Brazen-nose college, Oxford, only son of 
major Brereton, son aud heir of William Brereton, esq. 
of Cheshire. Her husband soon spent his fortune, and 
went over to Paris; and some time after this, a separation 
having taken place, she retired, 1721, to her native coun¬ 
try, Wales, where she led a solitary life, seeing little com¬ 
pany, except some intimate friends. About this time Mr. 
Brereton obtained from lord Sunderland a post belonging 
to the customs at Park-gate near Chester; but in Feb. 
1722, was unfortunately drowned in crossing the water of 
Saltney, when the tide was coming in. Mrs. Brereton 
then retired to Wrexham in Denbighshire, for the benefit 
of her children’s education, where she died Aug. 7, 1740, 
aged fifty-five, leaving two daughters, Lucy and Charlotte, 
the latter probably the author of “ The Rattle,” a song, 
in Fawkes and Woty’s “ Poetical Calendar,” vol. XI p. 14. 

Mrs. Brereton was amiable in every relation of life ; and 
possessed talents for versification, if not for poetry, which 
she displayed some years as a correspondent to the Gen¬ 
tleman’s Magazine, under the signature of Melissa, where 
she had a competitor who signed himself FIDO, and who is 
supposed to have been Thomas Beach (See his article, 
vol. IV). After her death a volume was published of “ Poems 
on several occasions ; with letters to her friends ; and an 
account of her life,” London, 1744, 8vo. * 

BRERETON (Owen Salusbuiiy), the son of Thomas 
Brereton, esq. of the county Palatine of Chester, was 
born in 1715. He received his education partly at West- 

1 Dodd’s Church Hi«t. vol. II. 
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minster-school, on the foundation, and partly at Trinity 
college, Cambridge^and, on the death of his father, in¬ 
herited the ancient family estates in the above-mentioned, 
county, and in Flintshire. In 1738, Mr. Brereton was 
called to the bar, and in 1746 became recorder of Liver¬ 
pool, winch office he filled with great impartiality and 
dignity during fifty-two years. In 1796, on his proposing 
to resign, the corporation requested him to retain his situ¬ 
ation, and appointed a person to discharge its active 
duties. 

Mr. Brereton became a member of the society of arts 
in 1762; aml*by his assiduity, zeal, and order, filled the 
distinguished office of vice-president with great credit to 
himself and advantage to the society, from March 1765 
till his last illness in 1798. He was also an early member 
of the royal society and the society of antiquaries. The 
Arcliseologia of the latter contain his “ Observations on 
Peter Collinson’s Account of the Round Towers in Ire¬ 
land his “ Tour through South Wales his “ Extracts 
from the Household Book of Henry VIII his “ Account 
of a painted Window in Brereton Chureb, Cheshireand 
that of “ A non-descript Coin,” supposed to be Philip VI. 
of France. Mr. Pennant has also, in his Welch Tour, 
described and given an engraving of several Roman anti¬ 
quities found at a Roman station on his estate in Flintshire. 
Mr. Brereton was a bencher of the bon. society of Lin- 
coln’s-Itm ; filled the office of treasurer, and was keeper 
of the Black Book. He also represented the borough of 
llchester in parliament. He took the name of Salusbury 
with an estate, and became constable of the castle of 
Flint, a valuable privilege to bis adjacent possessions. His 
domestic happiness was manifest to his numerous and re¬ 
spectable acquaintance, among whom were some of the 
most learned men ol" the age. He died Sept. 8, 1798, in 
the eighty-fourth year of his age, and was interred in St. 
George’s chapel, Windsor. His wife was sister of sir 
Thomas Whitmore, K. B. and with her he lived happily 
for more than fifty years. They had five children, who all 
died young : he bequeathed the rents of his estates to her 
during her life, and after her decease, which happened in 
1799, to his relations, the only son of the late general 
Trelawney, of Soho-square, and the second son of the rev. 
sir Henry Trelawney, bart. of Cornwall. 1 

1 Transactions of the Society of Arts, voi, XIX. to which a portrait of him 
i,» prefixed. 
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BREREWOOD (Edward), a learned mathematician 
.and antiquary, was the son of Robert Brerewood, a re¬ 
putable tradesman, who was three times mayor of Chester. 
* Our author was born in that city in 1565, where he was 
educated in grammar learning at the free school; and was 
afterwards admitted, in 1581, of Brazen-nose college, Ox¬ 
ford, where he soon acquired the character of a hard 
student,; as lie has shewn by the commentaries he wrote 
upon Aristotle’s Ethics, when no more than twenty-one 
years of age. In 1596 he was chosen the first professor of 
astronomy in Gresham college, being one of the two who, 
at the desire of the electors, were recommended to them 
by the university of Oxford. He loved retirement, and 
wholly devoted himself to the pursuit of knowledge. And 
though he never published any thing himself, yet he was 
very communicative, and ready to impart what he knew to 
others, either in conversation or in writing. His retired 
situation at Gresham college being agreeable, it did not 
appear that he had any other views, but continued there 
the remainder of his life, which was terminated by a fever 
the 4th of November 1613, at forty-eight years of age, in 
the midst of his pursuits, and before he had taken proper 
care to collect and digest his learned labours; which, 
however, were not lost; being reduced to order, and pub¬ 
lished after his death, in the following order : 1 . “ De pon¬ 
der] bus et pretiis veterutn nummorum, eorumque cum re- 
centioribus collatione,” 1614, 4to. This was published 
by his nephew, Robert Brerewood of Chester, who was 
commoner of Brazen-nose college in 1605, aged seven¬ 
teen; and who succeeded our author in his estate and 
fortunes. It was afterwards reprinted in the eighth volume 
of the Critici Sacri, and in the apparatus before the first 
volume of the polyglot bible. 2. “ Enquiries touching the 
diversity of Languages and Religion, through the chief 
parts of the world,” 1614, 4to, published! also by Robert 
Brerewood, who has written a large and learned preface to 
it. 3. “ Elementa Logic® in gratiam studios® juventutis 
in acacl. Oxon.” 1614, 8vo. 4. “ Tractatus quidam logici 
de pr®dicabilibus et prmdicamentis,” 1628, 8vo. 5. “Trea¬ 
tise of the Sabbath,” 1630, 4to. 6. “A second treatise 
of the Sabbath,” 1682, 4to. 7. “ Tractatus duo, quorum 
pi'imus est de meteoris, secundus de oculo,” 1631. 8. 

“ Commentarii in Ethica Aristotelis,” 1640, 4to. Mr. 
Wood tells us, that the original manuscript of this, written 
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with his own hand, is in the smallest and neatest charac¬ 
ter that his eyes ever beheld ; and that it was finished by 
him Oct. 27, 1586. 9. “ The patriarchal government of 

the ancient Church,” 1641, 4to. 1 

BRETON, BECTON, or BRITTON (John), bishop 
of Hereford in the thirteenth century, was born in Eng¬ 
land, and educated there, and after he had made himself 
master of the Latin tongue, he applied himself to the 
study of the law, in which he made so great a progress, 
that he was created doctor of civil and canon law. He 
distinguished himself in this profession by his admirable 
talents in the decision of the most difficult causes; and by 
this means procured himself very considerable interest at 
the court of king Henry III. who raised him on account of 
his merit to the bishopric of Hereford. Bale ackri owl edges 
his eminent abilities in the law, but expresses himself in 
very severe terms against him on that account, as neglect¬ 
ing his episcopal duties. He made a large collection of 
the laws of England from various authors, digested into 
one volume, which Leland tells us was of great advantage 
to kisig Edward I. the son and successor of Henry III. and 
to the whole nation. He died in 1275, and was succeeded 
in his see by Thomas Cantilupe. * 

BRETON (Nicholas), “ a writer,” says Phillips, “ of 
pastorals, sonnets, canzons and madrigals, in which kind of 
writing he keeps company with several other contem¬ 
porary emulators of Spenser and sir Philip Sidney,” flou¬ 
rished in the reign of queen Elizabeth, but very little is 
known of his personal history. * Sir Egerton Brydges pro¬ 
duces very probable evidence that he was of a Staffordshire 
family. He was a writer, says Ur. Percy, of some fame in 
the above reign, and published an interlude entitled “ An 
Old Man’s Lesson, and a Young Man’s Love,” 4to, and 
many other little pieces in prose and verse, the titles of 
which may be seen in Winstanley, Ames’s Typography, 
and Osborn’s Harleian Catalogue. He is mention, d with 
great respect by Meres in his second part of W it’s Com¬ 
monwealth, 1598, p. 283, and is alluded to in Beaumont and 
Fletcher’s Scornful Lady, act 2, and again in Wit without 
money, act 3. The ballad of Phillida and Corydon, re¬ 
printed by Percy, is a delicious little poem; and if we 

1 Ward’s Gresham Professors.-—A 1 h. Ox. vol. I —-Puller’s Worthies.—Ac¬ 
count of the family of. Gent. Mag. vol. LXi. p. 714.—Archseologia, vol. I. p. XX. 

* Gen. Diet.— U&le and Pits. 
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may judge from this and other specimens given in our 
references, his poetical powers were distinguished by a 
simplicity at once easy and elegant. 1 

BRETONNEAU (Francis), born at Tours in 1660, be¬ 
came Jesuit in 1675, and died at Paris in 1741, at the age 
of eighty-one. He was revisor and editor of the-sermons 
of his brethren Bourdaloue, Cheminais, and Giroust, Paris, 
18 vols. 8vo, and 12mo. Pere la Rue applied to him on 
this occasion the epithet made for St. Martin : “ Trium 
mortuorum suscitator magnificus.” He published likewise 
an edition of the “ CEuvres spirituelles” of le Vallois, with 
a life of the author. Brctonneau was a preacher himself. 
His sermons, in 7 volumes l2mo, published in 1743 by 
Berruyer, are composed with eloquence. He was defi¬ 
cient in the graces of action ; but he had all the other parts 
of a good orator. His private virtues gave considerable 
weight to his sermons. Bretonneau also wrote, 1. “ Re¬ 
flections pour les jeunes-gens qui entrent dans le monde,” 
12mo. 2. “ Abreg6 de ia vie de Jacques II.” 12mo, taken 
from the papers of his confessor. It is a panegyric from 
which historians cannot extract much.® 

BR.ETONNIER (Bartholomew Joseph), advocate of 
the parliament of Paris, and an eminent law writer and 
pleader, was born at Montroticr, about four leagues from 
Lyons, Feb. 24, 1656. After studying languages and phi¬ 
losophy at Lyons, he came to Paris in 1677 to apply him¬ 
self to law, and in 1680 was appointed an advocate. Hav¬ 
ing conceived a preference to the written over the com¬ 
mon law, he made the fefirtner his particular study, and 
traced its origin with the true spirit of an antiquary. This 
course of study produced a very much improved edition of 
the works of Ciaude lienrys, 1708, 2 vols. fol. and after¬ 
wards a work of great utility in the French law, which he 
undertook at the request of the chancellor 1>’Aguesseau, 
entitled “ Recueil des principales questions de droit qui 
se jugent diversement dans differens tribunaux du roy- 
aume > ,” 1718, l2nio, reprinted with additions in 1756, 2 
vols. and in 1785, 4to, both with additions by Boucher 
d’Argis. He died April 21, 1727.* 

BRETT (John), a naval officer, of whose family we have 
no account, was, soon after the rupture bad taken place 

* Phillips's Theatrum.—Bibliographer, vol. I. and II.—Ritson’s Bibliogra- 
phia.—Censura Lileraria, vols. II. and V.—Ellis’s Specimens, vol. II, 

* Diet. Hist.—Moreri. a Ibid. 
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with Spain, appointed commander of the Grampus sloop 
of war. From this vessel he was, March 25, 1741, pro¬ 
moted to be captain of the Roebuck, a filth rate of 40 
guiis, and immediately afterwards ordered to the Medi¬ 
terranean from which he returned in May 1742, and in 
November following was removed into the Auglesea, of 
the same rate as the former. In April 1744 he received 
the command of the Sunderland of 60 guns, and next year 
was on a cruise off the French coast, and in February cap* 
tured a small French frigate richly laden, and with 24,000 
pieces of eight in specie. Soon after his return into port he 
was ordered to Louisburgh, with some other ships of war, for 
the purpose of reinforcing commodore Warren, who was 
then eugaged in the attack of that important place. Capt. 
Brett arrived early enough before it surrendered to dis¬ 
tinguish himself by his spirit and activity in the service. 
He afterwards commanded the St. George of 90 guns for a 
short time, but having been unwarrantably omitted in the 
promotion of flag-officers, which took place in 1756, he 
very spiritedly resolved to quit the service for ever, though 
on his remonstrance, previous to his actual declaration of 
this resolution, the admiralty-board, ashamed of having, 
even for a moment, set aside a brave and deserving man, 
offered him the rank of rear-admiral of the white, the same 
which he would have been entitled to in the ordinary course 
of service, if the partiality in favour of others had not 
been exerted. His answer to this palliating proposal was, 
“ No rank or station can be, with honour, received by a 
person who has been once thought undeserving or unen¬ 
titled to it.” From this time lie retired into private life, 
and survived two long wars, in neither of which he was 
engaged. He died in London in 1785. He translated 
two volumes of father Feyjoo’s Discourses, the one pub¬ 
lished in 1777, and the other in 1779 ; and in 1780, “ Es¬ 
says, or Discourses, selected from the works of Feyjoo.”— 
The late Charles Brett, esq. one of the lords of the ad¬ 
miralty, who died in 1799, and Timothy Brett, clerk of 
the cheque at Portsmouth, who died in 1790, were bro¬ 
thers of capt. Brett. 1 

BRETT (Sir Piercv, knt.) admiral of the blue, an 
elder brother of the Trinity-house, and one of the direc* 

1 Charnock's Biographia Navalis.—Nichols’s Bowyer. What is said in the 
latter of his sailing with lord Anson, belongs to sir Pier<y Brett, the subject »(■ 
the next article. 
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tors of Greenwich hospital, born in 1709, was the son of 
Pierey Brett, many years a master in the royal navy, and 
afterwards master attendant of his majesty’s yards at Sheer¬ 
ness and Chatham, at which last place he died June 4, 
1752. Of Pierey’s early years we have no exact account$ 
but he served either as midshipman, or as some say, as 
lieutenant in the Gloucester, of 50 guns, one of the small 
squadron ordered into the South Sea under Mr. (afterwards 
lord) Anson. He was afterwards appointed by Anson, 
who had a high opinion ol him, to be second lieutenant in 
his own ship, the Centurion, and he confided to him the 
attack on the town of Paita, a service which he executed 
with the greatest skill, promptitude, and exactness. After 
the capture of the Manilla galleon, and the arrival of the 
Centurion at Macao, Mr. Brett was promoted by commo¬ 
dore Anson to the command of that ship, under him, as 
captain, he being, as *he supposed, authorised by his in¬ 
structions, to issue such a commission. The lords of the 
admiralty, however, having refused to confirm it, Mr. An¬ 
son retired from the service, and would not return until 
Mr. Brett’s rank was allowed, with which another board of 
admiralty thought proper to comply, and Mr. Brett ranked 
as captain from Sept. 30, 1743. 

In April 1745, he was appointed captain of the Lion, 
of 60 guns. After capturing the Mediator sloop of war, 
and a privateer which had long infested the channel, on 
Tuesday, July 9, he gave a more distinguished proof of 
his courage, in engaging a French man of war of 64 guns, 
and another ship of 16, both which, after a most desperate 
battle, he obliged to sheer off: the 64 gun ship got into 
Brest, quite disabled, having the captain and sixty-four 
men killed, and one hundred and thirty-six dangerously 
wounded. Of the Lion’s men, forty-five were killed, and 
one hundred and seven wounded ; among the latter was 
capt. Brett, his master, and all his lieutenants. The 
bravery manifested by him on this occasion was the more 
important to his country, from the circumstance of the 
ship which he engaged being convoy to the frigate in 
which the son of the Pretender, then on his passage to 
Scotland, had embarked ; and thus the money and arms 
intended for Scotland did not reach it in time to be of any 
service. 

In 1747 he commanded the Yarmouth, of 64 guns, one 
of the squadron under Mr. Anson, which, in the mouth of 
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May, defeated and captured that of France, commanded 
by De la Jonquiere. He was one of the captains sent 
after the conclusion of the action in pursuit of the convoy, 
of which. Dr. Campbell and other historians assert, two 
only were captured, but we find it peremptorily asserted 
in the periodical publications of the time, that five more 
French ships were brought into Portsmouth, and three 
into Plymouth. On Jan. 3, 1753, he received the honour 
of knighthood from his majesty, in consequence of his 
having carried him to Holland; and towards the end of the 
year he was appointed captain of the Caroline yacht, as 
successor to Sir C. Molloy. In 1758, he was commodore 
in the Downs, having his pendant on board the Norfolk, 
and was in the same year appointed first captain to lord 
Anson, in the Royal George, who commanded in the chan¬ 
nel, the covering-fleet to the squadron employed under 
lord Howe on the coast of France. On the conclusion of 
this expedition he returned to his command in the Downs. 
In March 1760 he was appointed colonel of the Ports¬ 
mouth division of marines. In 1701, still continuing to 
hold the Downs command, we find him frequently and 
actively employed in reconnoitering the opposite coast 
and ports of fra net*. In December, having hoisted his 
pendant on board the Newark, he was ordered for the 
Mediterranean with seven ships of war, as second in com¬ 
mand to sir Charles Saunders, and shared, as a flag, in the 
rich Spanish prize, the Hermione. In the course of the 
same year he was advanced to the rank of rear-admiral of 
the red. From this time he appears never to have accepted 
any command, hut Dec. 13, 1766, was appointed one of 
the lords of the admiralty, an office which be held until 
Feb. 24, 1770. In October of that year he was pro¬ 
moted to be vice-admiral of the bine, and on the 28th 
of the same month, to be vice-admiral of the white; March 
1775, was admiral of the red, and finally, in Jan. 1778, 
admiral of the blue. He died Oct. 12, 1781, and was 
buried at Beckenham church, in Kent. His biographer 
adds, that “ whether living or dead, the vice of slander 
and malevolence was abashed at his manifold virtues, ever 
silent, not only at his approach, but even at the bare men¬ 
tion of his name.” In the last parliament of George II. 
and the first of George III. he sat as member for Queen- 
borough, in Kent. In 1745, after his return from the 
South Seas with Anson, he married Henrietta, daughter 
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of Thomas Colby, esq. clerk of the cheque at Chatham* 
by whom he had two sons, who died young, and a daughter 
who survived him. 1 

BRETT (Richard), a learned English divine, the son 
of Robert Brett, of Whitstanton, in Somersetshire, was 
born in London, in 1561, and entered a commoner of 
Hart-hall, Oxford, in 1582, where he took one degree in 
arts, and was then elected fellow of Lincoln-college, and 
was distinguished for his progress in the learned languages. 
About 1595 he was made rector of Quainton, near Ayles¬ 
bury, and was admitted B. D. in 1597. In 1604 he was 
appointed one of the seven Oxford divines who were to 
translate the Bible by king James’s order; and was after¬ 
wards made one of the first fellow’s of Chelsea college, a 
foundation which, we have already had occasion to remark, 
was never completed. Wood represents him as a pious 
and learned man, and critically skilled in Latin, Greek, 
Hebrew, and the Oriental languages, a vigilant pastor, 
a liberal benefactor, and a faithful friend. He died April 
15, 1637, and was buried in the chancel of his church at 
Quainton, under a monument with his effigies, and those 
of his widow and four children kneeling. He published, 
1. “ Vitae Sanctorum Evangelist. Joliannis et Lucae a Si- 
meone Metaphraste concinnatae,” Oxon, 1597, 8vo. 2. 
* e Agatharchidis et Memnonis Historicorum quae supersunt 
omnia,” ibid. 1597, 8vo. 3. ** Iconum sacrarum decas, 
in qua e subjectis Typis compluscula sanae doctrinae capita 
eruuntur,” ibid. 1603, 4to.* 

BRETT (Thomas, LL. D.) an eminent English divine 
and controversial writer, the son of Thomas Brett, gent, 
of Spring-grove, in the parish of Wye, in Kent, by Le- 
titia, his wife, the daughter and heir of John Boys, esq. 
of Bettishanger, near Sandwich, in that county, was born 
at the seat of the latter, 3d Sept. 1667. His father dis¬ 
liking the situation of the old house at Wye, where his 
ancestors had lived for many generations, rebuilt it in a 
more commodious place, near a small grove of trees and 
a pleasant spring of water in the same parish, from whence 
he gave it the name of Spring-grove. He came and settled 
there in 1674, and sent his son to its grammar-school; 
the master of which was then John Paris, A. M. but be 

-* Charnock’s Biog. Navalis.—Gent. Mag. vol. LVl. 

* Atb. Ox. voL 1.—Peck’s Desiderata, vol. 1L 
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dying about three years after, was succeeded by Samuel 
Pratt *, under whose instruction the youth remained until 
1684. 

His father was for some time undetermined whether he 
should send him to the university, but at length placed 
him in Queen’s-college, Cambridge, where he was ad¬ 
mitted March 1684. Here he continued till he became 
soph, when some irregularities in money-matters, and im¬ 
proper company, induced his father to recal him, and he 
remained at home until he had missed the time of taking 
the degree of A. B. Upon bis return to Cambridge some 
time after, finding his books embezzled by an idle scholar 
who had been put into his chamber, he determined to 
leave that college, and was admitted into Corpus Christi 
Jan. 17, 1689, where he proceeded LL. B. on St. Barna¬ 
bas day following, and made no scruple of taking the oaths 
of allegiance and supremacy to king William and queen 
Mary; his father, and other relations, who were accounted 
whigs, having taught him whig principles. He saw also 
that the tories of his acquaintance took these oaths with¬ 
out any scruple, although they had formerly sworn alle¬ 
giance to king James, which he had never done : even his 
schoolmaster, Mr. Pratt, complied, who had early instilled 
such principles into his mind as he could never thoroughly 
reconcile with the revolution. The bishop of Winchester 
ordained him deacon at Chelsea, Dec. 21, 1690, when he 
undertook the service of the cure of Foikstoile, for a 
twelvemonth; after which he came up to London, entered 
Into priests’ orders, and was chosen lecturer of Islington, 
Oct. 4, 1691 ; where, from his frequent conversation with 
Mr. Gery f, the vicar, who was a tory, he became entirely 
of the same principles. 

Upon his father’s decease, at the earnest solicitation of 
his mother, he left Islington with sotfle reluctance in May, 
1696, came to his house at Spring-grove, and took upon 
him the cure of Great-Chart; where he soon became ac¬ 
quainted with the family of sir Nicholas Toke, and married 
his youngest daughter Bridget before the expiration of 
that year. In the following year he took the degree of 
LL. D. us a member of Queen’s, and soon after entered 
Upon the cure of Wye, as lying more conveniently for 

* Mr. Pratt was afterwards preceptor to his royal highness the duke ef 
Gloucester, aud died dean of Rochester, in 1*723. 

•j- Gery, however, died vicar of Islington, ri07, 
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him, bat had no benefice of bis own before April 12, 1703, 
when upon the death of bis uncle, Thomas Boys, rector 
of Bettishanger, he was instituted to that rectory, on the 
presentation of Jeffery Boys, the eldest brother of Thomas. 
Archbishop Tenison made him an oiler of the vicarage of 
Chistlet, of about 70/. per ann. soon after, and, as he ac¬ 
quainted him at the same time that he designed something 
better for him, indulged him in holding it by sequestra¬ 
tion ; and it was not long before he had an opportunity of 
making good his promise, by collating him to the rectory 
of Rucking, April 12, 1705. 

At each of these institutions he took the oath of abjura¬ 
tion, and without scruple, until by frequent discourse on 
the subject of parties, with his near relation the lord chief 
baron Gilbert, who endeavoured to bring him ever to the 
whigs, that he might have the better opportunity of re¬ 
commending him to higher preferment, he unwittingly 
opened his eyes, as he terms it, and rivetted him the 
firmer in his former opinions; and, upon reading the trial 
of Dr. Saelieverel, published soon after, he began in ear¬ 
nest to believe he had taken oaths which he ought not to 
have taken, and resolved never to repeat them. In this 
dilemma, however, he had no scruple about the schism in 
the church, nor about continuing to pray for a prince in 
possession of the throne, until upon the accession of a new- 
one, an act of parliament was made obliging all persons 
to take the oaths afresh. But this, in the present state of 
hi# conscience, he could not comply with, and wrote to 
bis patron the archbishop, in April 17 15, desiring he 
would give him leave to resign his livings, to which his 
grace answered very kindly, that he would advise him 
to consider farther of it, and not to do that rashly of which 
( he might afterwards repent. Dr. Brett accordingly took 
Iiis advice, and made no resignation, considering that his 
non-compliance with the aet of parliament would in a short 
time vacate them of course. He left off, however, to of¬ 
ficiate in either of them, but still went to his own parish 
church as a lay communicant, until Mr. Campbell wrote 
to him, by order of bishop Hickes, (who had got some in¬ 
formation of his resolution) pressing him earnestly to re¬ 
frain entirely from all communion with the parish churches, 
urging the point of schism. On this he had recourse to 
Mr. Dod well's tracts on that subject, whose arguments not 
satisfying his mind, he resolved to surrender himself up 
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to bishop Hickes, and upon a penitential confession, was 
received into his communion July 1, 1715, who from this 
time appears to have had a great influence over him. 

He now usually officiated in his own house every Sun¬ 
day, where a few of the same persuasion assembled with 
his family, until he was presented at the assizes the year 
following, for keeping a conventicle, but the act of in¬ 
demnity soon alter cleared him from this. To avoid, 
however, any prosecution of the like sort for the future, it 
was thought adviseable to vary the place of their meeting, 
and he went accordingly, sometimes to Canterbury, and 
sometimes to Feversham, where part of his congregation 
lived, without any* interruption, until upon intruding into 
the duties of the parochial minister of Feversham, by vi¬ 
siting a sick person of bis communion, this minister com¬ 
plained of him to the archbishop in 1718, who sent him 
word that if he heard any more such complaints, he should 
he obliged to lav them before the king and council. He 
continued to officiate on Sundays, as usual, and no farther 
notice was taken of it, until in 1729 he obtained leave of 
Mr. Simpson, the minister of Norton, to perform the bu¬ 
rial ollic.e in his church. Lord Townsend hearing of this, 
and communicating it to the archbishop, he ordered his 
archdeacon to reprove the vicar for granting him permis¬ 
sion. So that it appears from his own confession (for most 
of the foregoing particulars are extracted from the account 
he gives of himself in a letter to a friend) both the arch¬ 
bishops Teiiison and Wake, shewed great wisdom and 
charity, candour and generosity, in their conduct towards 
him, although they could not influence him so far as to be 
even a lay-communicant with them; and that he lived 
under a mild government, having no other disturbance 
given him, than a reproof, upon a complaint. 

He appears now to have lived iu obscurity and with 
caution, until his death, which happened at his house at 
Spring-grove, March 5, 1743, when his remains were 
placed among those of his ancestors in the family vault at 
Wye. Mr. Masters, from whose history of C. C. college 
we have taken this, account of Dr. Brett, represents him, 
upon the authority of one who knew him well, as a “ learned, 
pious, and indefatigable author, a worthy, orthodox mem¬ 
ber of the church of England, and no small honour to her; 
whose works are a clear indication of his writing in the 
search of truth, which, if at any r time he found himself 

K K 2 
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deviating from, he always took the first opportunity of re¬ 
tracting it in the most public manner. In private life he 
was a dutiful son, an affectionate husband, a kind parent, 
and a true friend. His conversation was ever facetious, 
good-natured, and easy, tempered with a becoming gra¬ 
vity, without morose ness, and so well adapted to those he 
happened to be in company with, that it rendered hint 
agreeable to, as well as esteemed by persons of all ranks, 
who had the pleasure of his acquaintance.” His widow 
survived him some time, and one son, Nicholas, who was 
chaplain to sir Robert Cotton, of Steeple-Gedding, it* 
Huntingdonshire, bart. and afterwards settled in Kent. 

His works were: 1. “An account of Church-govern¬ 
ment and governors, wherein is shewed that the govern¬ 
ment of the church of England is most agreeable to that 
of the primitive church; for the instruction of a near rela¬ 
tion, who had been brought up among the Dissenters,” 
Lond. 1707, 8vo. Some reflections were made upon this 
in “ The beautiful Pattern,” written by Mr. Nokes, pastor 
of an independent congregation, who afterwards conformed 
to the church of England. A second edition of this tract 
was published in 1710, with large additions and amend¬ 
ments, and a chapter on “ Provincial Synods,” which was 
animadverted upon in a pamphlet entitled “ Presbyters 
not always an authoritative part of Provincial Synods,” 
written by Mr. Lewis, of Margate, 1711. 2. “The Au¬ 

thority of Presbyters vindicated, in answer thereto.” In 
a letter to a friend, liovwever, he afterwards acknowledges 
he was convinced of being mistaken, for although Pres¬ 
byters were often connected with, yet they had no autho¬ 
ritative votes in the ancient church. 3. “ Two letters on 
the times wherein Marriage is said to be prohibited,” 
Lond. 1708, 4to. 4. “ A letter to the author of Lay- 
Baptism invalid, wherein the doctrine of Lay-Baptism, 
taught in a sermon said to have been preached by the 

B-of S- 7 Nov. 1710, is censured and condemned 

by all reformed churches,” Lond. 17 11. 5. “A sermon 

on Remission of Sins, Joh. xx. 21—23,” Lond. 1712, which 
Dr. Cannon made two motions in the house of convocation 
to have censured, but not succeeding*, he published an 

* “ One Brett had preached a ser- priestly absolution, in a strain beyond 
xnon in several of the pulpits in Lon- what was pretended to even in the 
don, which he afterwards printed ; in church of Rome. He said, no repent- 
wbich he pressed the necessity of ance could serve without it, and af- 
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account of them, which was answered the same year, in 6. 
“The doctrine of Remission, &c. explained and vindicated.” 
He afterwards owned he went too far, and that Dr. Mar¬ 
shall, in liis “ Doctrine of the primitive church,” had set 
this matter right. With this sermon he also published in 
1715, five others, on “The honour of the Christian priest¬ 
hood.—The extent of Christ’s commission to baptise.— 
The Christian Altar and Sacrifice.—The Dangers of a Re¬ 
lapse.—And, True Moderation.” The “ Extent of Christ’s 
commission to baptise,” with “ the Letter to the author of 
Lay-Baptism invalid,” was answered by Mr. Bingham in 
his “ Scholastic History of Lay-Baptism,” and being re¬ 
flected upon by the bishop of Oxford in a charge, he wrote 
7. an “ Enquiry into the judgment and practice of the 
primitive church, &c. in answer thereto,” Lond. 1713; 
and upon Mr. Bingham’s reply, he published, 8. “ A far¬ 
ther Enquiry, &c.” 1714. 9. “ A review of the Lutheran 

principles,” shewing how they differ from the church of 
England, &c.” In the same year, Mr. Lewis, in answer 
to this, undertook to show their agreement, with which 
Dr. Brett was very angry, and threatened him with a reply, 
from which his friends dissuaded him. In a second edi¬ 
tion, however, he made some transient remarks upon 
two letters to the lord viscount Townsend, by Robert 
Watts, in answer thereto. 10. “ A vindication of himself 
from the calumnies cast upon him in some news-papers, 
falsely charging him with turning papist ; in a letter to 
the hon. Arch. Campbell, esq.” Lond. 1715. II. “Dr. 
Bennet’s concessions to the Non-jurors proved destructive 
to the cause he endeavours to defend,” 1717. 12. “The 

Independency of the Church upon the State, as to its pure 
spiritual powers, &c.” 1717. 13. “ The Divine right of 

Episcopacy, &c.” 1718; and in the same year, 14. “Tra¬ 
dition neeessary to explain and interpret the Holy Scrip¬ 
tures,” with a postscript in answer to “ No sufficient 
reason, &c.” and a preface, with remarks on “ Toland’s 
Nazarenus,” and “ a further proof of the necessity of Tra¬ 
dition, &c.” 15. “ A Vindication of the postscript in 

answer to No just grounds, &c.” 1720. 16. “A discourse 

concerning the necessity of discerning Christ’s body in the 

firmed that the priest was vested with tion, to censure this ; but it was so ill 
the same power of pardoning that our supported, that it was let fall.” Bur- 
Saviour himself had. A motion was net’s History of his own Times, fid, 
made in the lower house of convoca. vol. 11. p. GOD. 
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Holy Communion,” Lond. 1720. 17. “A dissertation on 

the principal liturgies used by the Christian church in the 
celebration of the Holy Eucharist,” 1720. He is also 
supposed to have written, 18. “ Some discourses on 
the ever-blessed Trinity,” in the same year. 19. “ Of 
degrees in the university,” a dissertation in the Biblioth. 
J.iter. N". I. “ An essay on the various English translations 
of the Bible,” N°. 4. “ An historical essay concerning 
arithmetical figures,” N". 8, with an appendix to it, 
N". 10, 1722, 5, 4, in 4to. 20. “ An instruction to a 
person newly confirmed, &e.” 1725. 2 1. “A Chronolo¬ 

gical essay on the Sacred History, &c.” in defence of the 
computation of the Scptuagint, with an “ Essay on the 
confusion of languages,” 1729. 22. “A general his¬ 

tory of the World, &c.” 1732. There is a letter of his 
to Dr. William Warren, fellow of Trinity-liaII, in Peek’s 
Desiderata, lib. Vll. p. 13, containing an account of Richard 
Plantagcnct (a natural son of king Richard III.) dated 
from Spring-grove, 1 Sept. 1733, which is said to be a 
forgery, invented to impose upon the doctor’s credulity, 
and to ridicule modern antiquaries. 23. “ An answer to 
the plain account of the Sacrament,” in 1735 or 6. 
2t. “ Some remarks on Dr. Waterland’s Review of the 
doctrine of the Eucharist,” &.c. with an Appendix in an¬ 
swer to his charges,” 174). 25. “A letter to a elergv- 

man, shewing why the Hebrew Bibles dill'cr from the Kep- 
tuagint,” 1743. 26. “ Four letters between a Gentleman 

and a Clergyman, concerning the necessity of Episcopal 
communion for the valid administration of Gospel ordi¬ 
nances,” 1743. 27. “ The life of Mr. John Johnson, 

A. M.”* prefixed to his posthumous tracts in 17 18, with 
several prefaces to the works of others, particularly a very 
long one to Hart’s “ Bulwark stormed,” &c. In 1760 
was published “ A dissertation on the antient versions of 
the Bible,” a second edition prepared for the press by the 
author, and “ now first published,” Svo. 

Sir .John Hawkins informs us that -Dr. Johnson derived 
his opinion of the lawfulness of praying for the dead, from 
the controversy on the subject, about the year 1715, agitated 
between certain divines of the non-juring persuasion, and 
particularly from the opinions of Dr. Brett. 1 

* See Biog. Brit. vol. VI. Snppl. p. Hi. rote i. 

1 Hawkins's Life of John soil, p. 4-18, edit. 1787.—Masters’s Hist, of C.C.C.C. 
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BREVAL (John Durant de), son of Francis Durant 
DC Breval, D. D. prebendary of Westminster, was edu¬ 
cated at Westminster-school, to which he was admitted 
1693, and removed thence to Trinity-college, Cambridge, 
in 1697. He was elected fellow of it about the year 1702 ; 
but, upon some disagreement between him and Dr. Bent¬ 
ley, the master, he quitted his fellowship, and went into 
the army, then in Flanders, as an ensign. The ease with 
which he acquired the Flemish and German languages, 
his great knowledge, his exquisite pencil, and genteel be¬ 
haviour, were soon noticed by the duke of Marlborough ; 
who promoted him to the rank-of captain, and also em¬ 
ployed him in divers negotiations with several German 
princes, lie began his travels about 1720, published the 
two first volumes of them in 1723 and 1725, and the third 
and fourth in 1738, all in folio. It may be matter of sur¬ 
prise to see Mr. Breval’s name among the gentlemen *of 
the Dunciad; but, soon after the unsuccessful exhibition 
of the “ Three hours after marriage,” which, though with 
only Gay’s name to it, was certainly the joint production 
of Gay, Pope, and Arbuthnot, Breval, under the as¬ 
sumed name of Joseph Ga}', produced a farce called “ The 
Confederates,” and this exposed him to Pope’s resentment. 
He published also in 1734 : 1. “ The History of the house 
of Nassau,” 8v<>. 2. te The Hoop-petticoat, a poem,” 

1716. 3. “ The Art of Dress, an heroi-eomical poem,” 

1717. 4 . “ Mac Derniot, or the Irish Fortune-hunter,” 

1717. 5. “ Culpe, or Gibraltar,” a poem, 1717; and in 

the following year produced a comedy called “ The Play 
is the Plot,” which not succeeding in that shape, he re¬ 
duced it to a farce called “ The Strollers,” which met 
with more favour. Jn 1737 he brought out at Covent- 
garden, a musical opera called “ The Rape of Helen.” 
As to what is said above, of his quitting his fellowship, the 
fact is, that he and a Mr. Miller were expelled. Breval, 
speaking of the conduct of I)r. Bentley on this occasion, 
used the remarkable expression of “ Tarntum non jugu- 
lavit.” 1 

BREUGEL. See BRUEGEL. 

BREUL1US or DU BllEUIL (James), a French anti¬ 
quary, was born Sept. 17, 1528, and entered the society 


Nichols’s Bowyer.—Biog. Dramatics, 
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of the Benedictines of St. Germain-des-Pres in 1549. He 
published in J601 an edition of Isidorus, fol.; and 1. ** Le 
Theatre des Antiques de Paris,” 1639, 4to. 2. “ Sup- 
plementum antiquitatum Parisiensium,” 1614, 4to. Of 
these two Malingre availed himself in his “ Antiquities of 
Paris,” published in 1640, fol. 3. “ Les Fastes de Paris,” 
by Bonfons, improved by our author, 1605, and 1608, 8vo. 
4. “ La Vie du cardinal Charles de Bourbon,” uncle of 
Henry IV. 1612, 4to. 5. ** Chronicon Abbatum regalis 
monast. S. Germani a Pratis,” 1603, fol. He died in 
1614, leaving some of the above works ready for the press. 1 , 
BKEVINT (Daniel), a learned divine of the seven¬ 
teenth century, was born in the Isle of Jersey, in the reign 
of king James I. and probably educated in grammar-learn¬ 
ing in that place. From thence he went and studied logic 
and philosophy in the Protestant university of Saumur, 
where he took the degree of master of arts, on September 
3 2, 1634. Coming to Oxford, he was, October 12, 1638, 
incorporated M. A. as he stood at Saumur. About this 
time king Charles I. having through archbishop Laud’s 
persuasion founded three fellowships in the colleges of 
Pembroke, Exeter, and Jesus, for the islands of Jersey 
and Guernsey, alternately, Mr. Brevint was nominated 
the first fellow at Jesus-college upon this foundation, iu 
1638. Here he continued till he was ejected from his fel¬ 
lowship by the parliament-visitors, for refusing to take the 
solemn league and covenant, and withdrew to his native 
country, but upon the reduction of that place by the par¬ 
liament’s forces, he fled into France, and became minister 
of a Protestant congregation in Normandy. Not long 
after, he had the honour of being made chaplain to the 
viscount de Turenne, afterwards marshal of France, whose 
lady was one of the most pious women of her time. Whilst 
lie was iu that station, he was one of the persons “ em¬ 
ployed about the great design then in hand, of reconciling 
the Protestant and Popish religions; which gave him an ac¬ 
cess into, and made him acquainted with every corner of that 
church,” as be says himself. At the restoration of king 
Charles II. he returned to England, and was presented by 
that prince (who had known him abroad) to the tenth pre¬ 
bend in the church of Durham, vacant by the promotipn qf 


1 Morcri.—Diet. Hist. 
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Dr. J. Cosin to that see, and was installed March 15,1660-61. 
By bishop Cosin, who had been his fellow-sufferer, he was 
also collated to a living in the diocese of Durham. On the 
27th of February, 1661-62, he took his degree of D. D. at 
Oxford. Having during his exile seen Popery in its native 
deformity, and observed all the mean and dishonest arts 
that are used to support it, he in 1672 published “ Mis- 
sale liomanum ; or, the dcptn and mystery of the Roman 
Mass laid open and explained, for the use of both reformed 
and unreformed Christians,’’ and the next year, “ The 
Christian Sacrament and Sacrifice, by way of discourse, 
meditation, and prayer, upon the nature, parts, and bles¬ 
sings of the holy communion,” reprinted on the recom¬ 
mendation of Dr. Waterland, in 1739. And in 1674, 
“ Saul and Samuel at Endor, or the new waies of salvation 
and service, which usually tempt men to Rome, and de¬ 
tain them there, truly represented and refuted,” reprinted 
168S. At the end of which is, “ A brief account of R. F. 
his Missale Vindicatum, or vindication of the Roman mass,’* 
being an answer to “ The depth and mystery of the Roman 
Mass,” above-mentioned. The learning and other eminent 
qualifications of the author having recommended him to the 
esteem of the world, and to the favour of his sovereign, he 
was promoted to the deanery of Lincoln, and was installed 
January 3, 1681-82, and had the prebend of Welton- 
Payns-hall annexed thereto, January 7th following. He 
died May 5, 1695, and was buried in the cathedral church 
of Lincoln, behind the high altar; where, on a grave¬ 
stone, is an inscription to his memory. He was a person 
of extensive reading, especially in the controversy between 
the Protestants and Papists ; zealous for the church of 
England ; and for his life and learning, truly praise-worthy. 
Besides the above works, he published in Latin : 1. “ Ec- 
clesiae primitive Sacramentum & Sacrificium, a pontificiis 
corruptelis, & exinde natis controversiis liberum,” writ¬ 
ten at the desire of the princesses of Turenne and Bouillon. 
2. “ Eucharistix Christiana; preesentia realis, & pontificia 
beta, luculentissimis non testimoniis modo, sed etiam fun- 
darnentis, quibus fere tota S. S. Patrum Theologia nititur, 
lia:c expiosa, ilia suffulta & asserta.” 3. “ Pro Serenis- 
sima Principe Weimariensi ad Theses Jenenses accurata 
Responsio.” 4. “ Ducentte plus minus Pradeetioncs in 
S. Matthtci xxv capita, et aliorum Evangelistarum locos 
fcisce passim paralleios.” He also translated into French 
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** The judgment of the university of Oxford concerning 
the solemn League and Covenant .” 1 

BREWER (Anthony), a dramatic writer of the reign 
of king James L appears to have been held in high esti¬ 
mation by the wits of that time, but there are many dis¬ 
putes as to his works, and no information concerning his 
life. The various dramatic annalists assign him from one 
to six plays. The controversy seems of little consequence, 
unless that it gave rise to a story of Oliver Cromwell’s 
having acted a part in one of his supposed plays, entitled 
“ Lingua,” the part of one ambitious for a crown ; and 
that his ambition was first excited by personating this cha¬ 
racter. The story, however, seems as doubtful as the 
author of the play . u 

BREWER (Samuel), a botanist, whose connection with 
Dillenius entitles him to some notice, was originally of 
Trowbridge, in Wiltshire, in which county he had a small 
estate, lie was engaged at one time in the woollen ma¬ 
nufactory of that place, but it is thought was unsuccessful, 
lie attended Dillenius into Wales, Anglesey, and the Die 
of Man, in the summer of 1726, and afterwards remained 
the winter, and the greater part of the next year, in that 
country ; making his residence at Bangor, and taking his 
excursions to Snowdon and elsewhere. While in Wales, 
it was intended that he should have gone over to Ireland 
to make a botanical tour through that kingdom ; but that 
expedition never took place. So long a residence gave 
him an opportunity, not only of seeing the beauties of 
summer plants, but of collecting the Cryptogauiia in win¬ 
ter, when they flourish most. Here he received instruc¬ 
tions from Dillenius, collected specimens of every tiling 
rare, or unknown to him before, and sent them to Dil- 
lenius to determine the species, and fix the names. This 
journey appears to have been designed to promote Diile- 
nius’s “Appendix to the Synopsis.” In 172S, Mr. Brewer 
went into Yorkshire, and resided the remainder of his days 
at Bradford, in the neighbourhood of Dr. Richardson, by 
w hose beneficence he was assisted in various ways. After 
liis retirement into Yorkshire, lie meditated, and nearly 
finished a work which w r as to have borne the title of “ The 
Botanical Guide,” but it never appeared. The time of 

1 Bing. Brit.—Ath. Ox, vol. II.—Hutchinson’s Hist, of Durham, vol. II. p. 210. 

* liiog, Dratu. 
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his decease has not been determined, hut he is said to 
have been living in 1742. Ilis passion for English botany, 
and his skill and assiduity, enabled him to afford singular 
assistance to Dillenins, especially in the subjects for his 
“ History of Mosses.” 1 

BREYDEL (Ciiaulf.s), called Cavalier, a painter of 
landscapes, was born at Antwerp in lt>77, ami remained 
under the instruction of old Rysbrack, the landscape 
painter, for three years, after widen period lie became, in 
consequence of his close application, competent to com¬ 
mence the practice of his art. Having heed divert'd from 
his purpose of visiting Italy by the encouraging- reception 
which lie met with at Franc fort and Nuremberg, lie spent 
two years with bis brother, Francis Breydcl, at the court 
of Hesse-Cassel; and afterwards went to Amsterdam, where 
he copied several view's of the Rhine, from the designs of 
Griffier, and thus improved his colouring, pencilling, and 
taste of design, so that the works of this artist may he re¬ 
garded as his second and best school. At length be settled 
at Ghent, where his performances were much admired ; 
but he was reduced by extravagance to the necessity of 
earning money expeditiously, and to multiply pictures 
much inferior in design anti execution to others which 
had been produced by his pencil. His health declined 
towards the close of his life; and his performances during 
the intervals of ease which he enjoyed, amidst recurring 
paroxysms of the gout, wanted the spirit, delicate finishing, 
and firmness of touch, of his better days. Whilst the ideas 
and st^le of Griffier were his models, his pictures, prin¬ 
cipally views of the Rhine, were well designed, neatly 
executed, and excellently coloured. But lie changed this 
manner, in order to imitate Velvet Breughel, whose works 
were universally admired, and selected for his subjects 
battles, sieges, and encampments. He often copied the 
prints of Vaiulenneulen ; but afterwards composed very 
readily in this style, without borrowing from any other 
artist. Ilis best pictures are full of spirit, his touch is 
firm, and well adapted to his style, and his design is cor¬ 
rect. Some of them appear too laboured, but others are 
full of harmony. He died in 1744. * 

BltEYDEl. (Francis), brother of the above, was horn 
at Antwerp, in lo7i>, and it is generally supposed that he 


1 PuJttncy’s Hist, and Bio£. Slcctdif». 
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was a disciple of old Rysbrack, as well as his brother 
Charles ; but he chose very different subjects ; for, at an 
early time of life he painted portraits with so great success, 
that he was appointed painter to the court of Hesse-Cassel, 
where his works were very much esteemed. He also 
painted conversations, feasts, assemblies, and carnivals, 
subjects very pleasing to the lovers of the art, and on that 
account he was induced to paint a great many in that style. 
However, from a levity of temper, he quitted the court of 
Hesse, where he was exceedingly caressed, and went to 
England, where, probably, he found sufficient encourage¬ 
ment, as he continued there for several years along with 
his friend Vandermyn. His conversations and other com¬ 
positions are finely executed, agreeably coloured, and well 
disposed ; and those pictures of his hand are most pre¬ 
ferred where he has endeavoured to give a proper variety 
to his figures. i n those the dresses are usually in the mode 
of the time •, the persons represented are of different 
ranks and occupations, mixed with some of the military 
order; and through the whole there is an appearance of 
nature, truth, and a great deal of spirit. He died in 1750.' 

BRIDGE (William), one of the most eminent noncon¬ 
formists of the seventeenth century, was born in 1600, and 
educated at Emmanuel college, Cambridge, where he took 
his master’s degree, in 1626, and was several years a fellow. 
After preaching in Essex for five years, he was called to 
Norwich, where he preached in the parish of St. George’s 
Tombland, until 1636, when he was silenced by bishop 
Wren for nonconformity in some points, and remaining 
obstinate, he was excommunicated, and the writ ile ca¬ 
piendo issued against him. On this he quitted Norwich, 
where he had a lecture and two cures *, and went into 
Holland. At Rotterdam he was chosen pastor to a con¬ 
gregational church, but returned to England in 1642, fre¬ 
quently preached before the long parliament, and was 
chosen one of the assembly of divines, although he agreed 
with them only in doctrinal matters. At length he fixed 
at Yarmouth, where he preached until the Bartholomew 

* This is not mentioned by Calamy, lecture and two cures, and is gone into 
but may be inferred from the notice of Holland. 1 ’ On the margin of this pas- 
him in archbishop Laud’s accounts of sage Charles I. wrote : “ Let him go ; 
bis province to the king, for 1C00: we are well rid of him.” Laud's 
“ In Norwich, one Mr. Bridge, rather Troubles and Trial, p. 541. 
than he would conform, hath left his 

1 Pilkington, 
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act took place, when he was ejected. He died March 12, 
1670. He was a man of considerable learning, and pos¬ 
sessing a library well furnished with the fathers, schoolmen, 
and critics, was a very close student, rising every morning, 
both in winter and summer, at four o’clock, and continuing 
in his library until eleven. He was inflexibly attached to 
the independent party, but too charitable towards men of 
opposite sentiments to follow their example in all resj>ects. 
His principal works are collected in 2 vols. 4to, 1657, be¬ 
sides which he published many single sermons before the 
parliament, and some tracts enumerated b} - Calaaiy. In 
Peek’s Desiderata are two letters from him to Scobell, the 
clerk of the council, by which we learn that he was a 
leading man among the independents. 1 

BRIDGKMATsi (Stu Orlando), a lawyer of consider¬ 
able eminence, was the son of Dr. John Bridgeman, bishop 
of Chester, and educated to the profession of the law, in 
which, as he disapproved of the usurpation, he made no 
figure until the restoration, when on May 13, 1660, he was 
called to be a scrj.'ant by the king’s special writ, and oti 
June 1, was advanced to be lord chief baron of the exche¬ 
quer, from which, Oct. 22, he w r as removed to be lord chief 
justice of the common pleas. While he presided in this 
court, his reputation was at its height for equity and mo¬ 
deration. In 1667, when the great seal was taken from 
lord Clarendon, the king delivered it, August 13, to sir 
Orlando, with the title of Keeper. After this, his good 
name began to decline : lie was timid and irresolute, and 
liis timiaity still increased with his years: nor was bis 
judgment equal to ail tint difficulties of his office. His 
lady, a woman of cunning and intrigue, was too apt to in¬ 
terfere iu chancery suits ; and his sons, who practised un¬ 
der him, did not bear the fairest characters. lie was de¬ 
sirous of an union with Scotland, and a comprehension 
with the dissenters: but was against tolerating the papists. 
He is said to have been removed from his office for refusing 
to affix the seal to the king’s declaration for liberty of con¬ 
science, Nov. 17, 1672. The time of his death we have 
not been able to ascertain, but a singular account of his 
son sir Orlando, may be seen in the Biog. Brit. vol. VI. 
p. 3740. The lord-keeper is known as a law writer, by his 

1 Cahimy.—-Peck’s DesWeratn,—Sylvester’s Life of Baxter, p. 73, I('!L— 
Cole’s MS Atliciiic in.Brit. .Mu*. 
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“ Conveyances, being select precedents of deeds and in¬ 
struments concerning the most considerable estates in 
England,” 1682, 16y9, 1710, 1725, 2 parts, folio. 1 

BRIDGES (George), translator of the duke de Rohan’s 
Memoirs, was the younger brother of sir Thomas Bridges, 
of Keiusharn abbey in Somersetshire, and son of Edward 
Bridges, esq. of the same place, by Philippa, daughter of 
sir George Speke, K. B. lie died Jan. 1, 1677, and was 
buried in Keiusharn church. His translation was entitled 
“ The Memoirs of the Duke of Rohan ; or a faithful rela¬ 
tion of the most remarkable occurrences in France, espe¬ 
cially those concerning the reformed churches there ; from, 
the death of Henry the Great until the peace made with 
them, in June 1629. Together with divers politic dis¬ 
courses upon several occasions. Written originally in 
French, by the duke of Rohan, and now Englished by 
George Bridges, of Lincoln’s-inn, esq.” London, 1660, 
Mvo. The translation is dedicated to James, marquis of 
Ormond, lord lieutenant of Ireland. The translator says 
lie was principally induced to publish it in our language, 
by some passages lending to the vindication of Charles I. 
in the matter of relieving the inhabitants of Rochelle, 
during the memorable siege of that place. A very inte¬ 
resting account of the family of Mr. Bridges may be seen 
in our authority. s 

BRIDGES (John), esq. of Barton-Seagrave, in North¬ 
amptonshire, a celebrated antiquary and topographer, was 
son and heir of John Bridges, esq. who purchased that es¬ 
tate, by Elizabeth, sister of sir William Trumbull, secre¬ 
tary of state, and was born at Binheid in Berkshire, about 
1666. Ills grandfather was col. John Bridges of Alcester 
in Warwickshire; not related to the Chandos family, nor 
hearing arms of any similituuc to them, but said to be de¬ 
scended from Ireland. He was bred to the law, and a 
member of l.ineoln’s-inn, of which he at last became 
bencher. His practical attention to his profession was 
probably prevented by liis prospect of a private fortune, 
and the lucrative places which he enjoyed, in 1695 he 
was appointed solicitor of the customs; in 1711, commis¬ 
sioner of the same; and in 1715, cashier of excise. He 

1 Granger.—Lives of the Lord Chancellors, vol. I—Birch’s Ti'ilotson, p. 42. 
—North’s I.if.Mif Lord Keeper Guilford, p. 88, 89. 
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was also one of the governors of Bethlehem hospital, and 
a fellow of the royal society. 

In the latter end of his life, about 1719, he began to 
form collections towards a history of Northamptonshire; 
and employed several persons of abilities and skill to make 
drawings, collect information, and transcribe such monu¬ 
ments and records as were essential to his purpose. In this 
manner, it is said, he expended several thousand pounds. 
The transcripts thus collected extend to upwards of thirty 
volumes in folio; besides five volumes, quarto, containing 
accounts of churches, &e. and four smaller volumes, in his 
own hand-writing. But Mr. Bridges never proceeded to 
compose any part of the work himself. Me was a man in 
the highest degree qualified to direct such an undertaking. 
His judgment was sound, and his learning various and 
extensive. As an investigator of antiquities, his skill and 
diligence procured him great respect from many who were 
most eminent in that study ; some of whom, and particu¬ 
larly Hearne, the celebrated Oxford antiquary, have borne 
very honourable testimony to his knowledge, and professed 
themsehes indebted to his friendly communications. His 
collection of hooks was so judicious, that the catalogues of 
his library, printed after his decease, were long, and arc 
still, retained as valuable by every curious collector He 
died July 3u, 17-4, at his chambers in Lincoln’s-inn. His 
MSS. came into the hands of his brother and heir, William. 
Bridges, esq. secretary to the stamp office : and after many 
attempts and delays (of which an interesting, hut, to 
county-historians, not a very encouraging account, may lie 
seen in Mr. Nichols’s Life of Bowycr), formed the bas:s of 
the “ History of Northamptonshire,” published in 2 vols. 
fol. by the: lute Rev. Peter Whalley, grammar-school mas¬ 
ter of Christ’s hospital; the first vol. in 17f>2, and the se¬ 
cond in 179 t. It is a very valuable hook, but might have 
been greatly improved, if a parochial visitation had pre¬ 
viously taken place. 1 

BRIDGEWATER (John), rector of Lincoln college, 
Oxford, and who in his writings called himself Aqua Pon- 
Tanus, vas born in Yorkshire, but of a Somersetshire fa¬ 
mily. He was entered a student at Hart-hall, Oxford, and 

1 Cens. Lit. vol. III. from Wlialley** Preface.—Nichols’* Bowyer.—Gough's 
Topography, vol. II. 
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thence removed to Brazen-nose college, where he was M. A* 
1556, and about the same time took orders. Although he 
outwardly complied with the reformed religion in queen. 
Elizabeth’s days, he lay under the suspicions, which he 
afterwards confirmed, of being more seriously attached to 
popery. While he preserved the disguise, however, he 
was, May 1, 1562, made rector of Wooton-Courtney in the 
diocese of Wells ; and April 14, 1563, was chosen rector of 
Lincoln college. On Nov. 28, 1570, he was made master 
of Catherine’s hospital, ngar Bedminster, canon of Wells, 
and archdeacon of Rochester. In 1574, however, being 
no longer able to conceal his zeal for popery, he quitted 
the rectorship of Lincoln, - which,Wood thinks he could no 
longer have retained, without the danger of expulsion, and 
after resigning his other preferments, went to the English 
college at Doway, along with several students whom he had 
instructed in the principles of popery. Afterwards he tra¬ 
velled to Rome, and thence to Germany. lie was at Triers 
in 1594, but no farther traces can be discovered of his pro¬ 
gress, nor when he died. It is supposed that in his latter 
days he became a jesuit, but neither Pits or Alegambe 
notice this circumstance. He published, 1. “ Concertatio 
Ecclesiae Catholica; in Anglia,” first published by Fern* 
and Gibbons, at Triers, 1583, 8vo, and enlarged by Dr. 
Bridgewater, ibid. 1594, 4to. It-contains an account of 
the sufferings and deaths of several priests, &c. 2. “ Con- 
futatio virulentie disputationis Theologies;, in qua Geor¬ 
gius Sohn, Prof. Acad. Heidelberg, conatus est docere, 
Pontificem Romanian esse Antichristum, &c.” ibid. 1589, 
4to. 3. “ An account of the Six Articles, usually pro¬ 
posed to the Missionaries that suffered in England.” 1 
BRIDGET. See BR1GIT. 

BRIET (Philip), an able French geographer, was born 
at Abbeville in 1601, and entered the society of jesuits in 
1619. He taught humanities seven years, rhetoric seven¬ 
teen, and was some time prefect of the classes, and lec¬ 
tured on the holy scriptures. His private character corre¬ 
sponded with his learning. He was appointed joint li¬ 
brarian with father Cossart of the library of the jesuits’ 
college in Paris, where he died Dec. 9, 1668. He pub¬ 
lished, 1. “ Xenia Delphino oblata nomine collegii Rotho- 
magensis,” Rouen, 1639, 4to. 2. “ Parallela geographic 

i Alb. Os. sol. I.—Dodd’s Church Hist. vol. II. 
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veteris et novas,” 1C4S and 1619, three volumes, 4to, a 
very exact and methodical work, and ornamented with 
plates well designed. These volumes, however, contain 
only Europe; and it can never be enough regretted, says 
Niceron, that he did not publish the Parallels of Asia and 
Africa, which were assuredly finished and ready, but some¬ 
how or other lost. He published also, 3. “ Annales inundi,’* 
in 7 vols. I2mo, from the beginning of the world to the 
year of Christ 1663, often reprinted and enlarged ; and 
“ Theatrum geographicum Europe veteris,” 1653, in folio. 
He was farther concerned in a chronological work, joined 
with father Labbe; but he is supposed not to have suc¬ 
ceeded so well here as in geography. 4. “ Elogium patris 
Jacobi Sirrnundi,” Paris, 1651, 4to, with an accurate cata¬ 
logue of lather Sirmond’s works. 5. “ Acute dicta 
omnium veterum poetarum Latinorum,” Paris, 1684, 12mo. 
His chronological work was entitled “ Philippi Labbe et P. 
Brietii coneordia chronoiogica,” Paris, 1670, 5 vols. folio. 
The fifth volume only belongs to Briet. 1 

BRIGGS (Henry), one of the greatest mathematicians 
in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, was born at 
Daisy Bank adjoining to Warleywood, near Halifax, in 
Yorkshire, in 1556, but according to the Halifax register 
probably sooner, as it is there recorded that he was bap¬ 
tised Feb. 23, 1560. From a gram mar-school in that 

country he was sent to St. John’s college, Cambridge, 
1579 ; where, after taking both degrees in arts, he was 
chosen fellow of his co’Fy : ile applied himself 

chiefly to the sto ’, or the mathematics, in which he 
greatly excelled; in consequence in 1592 ho was made 
examiner and lecturer in mat faculty; and soon after, 
reader of the physic lecture, founded by Dr. Linacer. 

Upon the settlement of Gresham college, in London, he 
was chosen the first professor of geometry there, in 1596. 
Soon after this, he- cop itructed a table, for finding the lati¬ 
tude, from the variation of the magnetic needle being 
given. 1 >> 1609 he contracted an acquaintance with the 
learned Mr. James Uslier, afterwards archbishop of Ar¬ 
magh, which continued many years after by letters, two of 
Mr. Briggs’s being still extant in the collection of Usher’s 
letters that were published : in the former of these, dated 
August 1610, he writes among other things, that he was 

* Moreri.—Hist.-—Saxii Onomast. 
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engaged in the subject of eclipses ; anti in tlic latter, dated 
the loth of March 1615, that he was wholly taken up and 
employed about the noble invention of logarithms, which 
had come out the year before, and in the improvement of 
which he had afterwards so great a concern. For Briggs 
immediately set himself to the study and improvement of 
them ; expounding them also to his auditors in his lectures 
at Gresham college. In these lectures he proposed the 
alteration of the scale of logarithms, from the hyperbolic 
form which Napier had given them, to that in which 1 
should be the logarithm of the ratio of 10 to 1 ; and soon 
after he wrote to Napier to make the same proposal to him¬ 
self. In 1616 Briggs made a visit to Napier at Edinburgh, 
to confer with him upon this change; and the next year he 
did the same also. In these conferences, the alteration 
was agreed upon accordingly, and upon Briggs’s return 
from his second visit, in 1617, he published the first chi¬ 
liad, or 1000 of his logarithms. 

In 1619 he was made the first Savilian professor of geo¬ 
metry ; and resigned the professorship of Gresham college 
the 25th of July, 1620*. At Oxford he settled himself at 
Merton college, where he continued a most laborious and 
Studious life, employed partly in the duties of his office as 
geometry lecturer, and partly in the computation of the 
logarithms, and in other useful works. In 1622 he pub¬ 
lished a small tract on the “ North-west passage to the 
South Seas, through the continent of Virginia and Hud¬ 
son’s Bay the reason of which was probably, that he was 
then a member of the company trading to Virginia. His 
next performance was his great and elaborate work, the 
“ Arithmetiea Logaritbmica,” in folio, printed at London 
in 1624 ; a stupendous work for so short a time ! contain¬ 
ing the logarithms of 30 thousand natural numbers, to 1 4 
places of figures beside the index. Briggs lived also to 
complete a table of logarithmic sines and tangents for the 
100th part of every degree, to 14 places of figures beside 
the index ; with a table of natural sines for the same 100th 
parts to 15 places, and the tangents and secants for the 

# Jan. 8, Mr. Briggs, at eight sir Henry Snville (his predecessor) hail 
o’clock in the morning, made an ele- left off. He read also arithmetic thrice 
gant oration before the «mver>ity : a week in Merton college rt feetory to 
which being done, read actualiter the the scholars thereof, being all the time 
next Monday and Wednesday, begin- of his abode in Oxford a commoner 
jning from the ninth proposition of the there. Wood’s Oxford. 

£rst of tire Elements of Euclid, where 
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same to ten places: with the construction of the whole. 
These tables were printed at Gouda in 1631, under the 
care of Adrian Vlacq, and published in 1633, with the 
title of t£ Triiionoruetria Britannica.” In the construction 
of these two works, on the logarithms of numbers, and of 
sines and tangents, our author, beside extreme labour and 
application, manifests the highest powers of genius and 
invention ; as we here for the first time meet witli several 
of the most important discoveries in the mathematics, and 
what have hitherto been considered as of much later inven¬ 
tion ; such as the binomial theorem ; the differential method 
and construction of tables by dilferences ; the interpola¬ 
tion by dilferences; with angular sections, and several 
other ingenious compositions : a particular account of 
which may be seen in the Introduction to Dr. Hutton’s 
Mathematical 'Fables.—This truly great man terminated 
his useful life the 26th of January, 1630, and was buried 
in the choir of the chapel of Mmton coliege, near to the 
high altar, and under the monument of sir Henry Saviie, 
on which occasion, a sermon, by Mr. William Sellar, and 
an oration by Mr. Hugh (Tossy, fellows of that college, 
were delivered before the principal members of the uni¬ 
versity. As to his character, he was not less esteemed for 
his great probity and other eminent virtues, than for his 
excellent skill in mathematics. Dr. Smith gives him the 
character of a man of great probity ; easy of access to all ; 
free from arrogance, moroseness, envy, ambition, and ava¬ 
rice ; a contemner of riches, and contented in his own 
situation ; preferring a studious retirement to all the splen¬ 
did circumstances of life. The learned Mr. Thomas Ga- 
taker, who attended his lectures when he was reader of 
mathematics at Cambridge, represents him as highly es¬ 
teemed by all persons skilled in mathematics, noth a. home 
and abroad; and says, that desiring him once to give his 
judgment concerning judicial astrology, bis answer was, 
“ that he conceived it to be a mere system of groundless 
conceits.” Oughtred calls hint the mirror of the age, for 
his excellent skill in geometry. And one of his successors 
at Gresham college, the learned Dr. Isaac Barrow, m his ora¬ 
tion there upon his admission, has drawn his character more 
fuiiy; celebrating his great abilities, skill, and industry, 
particularly in perfecting the invention of logarithms, 
which, without his care and pains, might have continued 
an imperfect and useless design.—lJ.is writings were more 
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important tlian numerous: some of therti were published 
by other persons : the list of the principal part of them as 
follows. 1. “ A Table to find the Height of the Pole ; the 
magnetical declination being given.” This was published 
in Mr. Thomas Blundevile’s Theoriques of the Seven 
Planets, London, 1 602, 4to. 2. “ Tables for the improve¬ 
ment of Navigation.” These consist of a table of declina¬ 
tion of every minute of the ecliptic, in degrees, minutes, 
and seconds ; a table of the sun’s prosthapliaereses; a 
table of equations of the sun’s ephemerides ; a table of the 
sun’s declination ; tables to find the height of the pole in 
any latitude, from the height of the pole star. These ta¬ 
bles are printed in the second edition of Edward Wright’s 
treatise, entitled Certain Errors in Navigation detected and 
corrected, London, 1610, 4to. 3. “ A description of an 
Instrumental Table to find the part proportional, devised 
by Mr. Edward Wright.” This is subjoined to Napier’s 
table of logarithms, translated into English by Mr. Wright, 
and after his death published by Briggs, with a preface of 
bis own, London, 161G and 1618, l2mo. 4. “ Logarith- 
morum chilias prima,” London, 1617, Svo. 5. “ Lucubra- 
tiones & Annotationes in opera posthuma J. Neperi,” 
Edinb. 1619, 4to. 6. “ Euclidis Elementorum VI libii 
priores, &c.” London, 1620, folio. This was printed with¬ 
out his name to it. 7. ** A treatise of the North-west pas¬ 
sage to the South Sea, &c.” By H. B. Loud. 1622, 4to. 
This was reprinted in Purchas’s Pilgrims, vol. III. p. 852. 
8. “ Arithmetica Logarithmica, &c.” Loud. 1624, folio. 
0. “ Trigonometria Britannica, &c.” Gouda', 1633, folio. 
10. “Two letters to archbishop Usher.” 11. “ Mathe- 
matica ab antiquis minus cognita.” This is a summary 
account of" the most observable inventions of modern ma¬ 
thematicians, communicated by Mr. Briggs to Dr. George 
Hakewill, and published by him in his Apologie, London, 
folio. Besides these publications, Briggs wrote some 
other pieces that have not been printed : as, 1. “ Com¬ 
mentaries on the Geometry of Peter Ramus.” 2. “ Duac 
Epistolm ad eeleberriuium viruut Chr. Sever. Longomon- 
tanum.” One of these letters contained some remarks on 
a treatise of Loiigomontanus, about squaring the circle; 
and the other a defence of arithmetical geometry. 3. 
“ Animadversiones Geometrica 1 , 4to. 4. “De eodem Ar- 
gumento,” 4to. These two were in the possession of the 
fate Mr. Jones. They both contain a great variety of geo- 
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metrical propositions, concerning the properties of many 
figures, with several arithmetical computations relating to 
the circle, angular sections, &c\ Mr. Jones also had, 5. 
“A treatise of common arithmetic,” folio; and 6. “A letter 
to Mr. Clarke of Gravesend,” dated Feb. 25, 1 606, contain¬ 
ing the description of a ruler, called Bcdwell’s ruler. 1 

BItiGGS (William), an eminent physician, was son of 
Augustine Briggs, esq. who was descended of an ancient 
family in Norfolk, and had been four times member of 
parliament for the city of Norwich, where this son was 
burn about the year 1650, although his biographers differ 
very widely on this point. At thirteen years ot age lie 
was sem to Bene’t-college in Cambridge, and placed under 
tiie care of Dr. Thomas Tenison, afterwards archbishop of 
Canterbury, whom he succeeded in his fellowship. He 
took both his degrees in arts, and was chosen fellow of his 
college, Nov. 1668. His genius leading him to the study 
of physic, ho travelled into France, where he attended the 
lectures of the famous anatomist Mons. Vieusscns at Mont¬ 
pelier; and, after his return, published his “ Ophthal- 
irtographia” in 1676. The year following he was created 
M. D. at Cambridge, and soon after made fellow of the 
college of physicians of London. In 1682 he quitted his 
fellowship to his brother; and the same year it is “ Theory 
of Vision” was published by Hooke, in 1683 he sent to 
the royal society a continuation of that discourse, which 
was published in their Transactions; and the same year 
was bv Charles II. appointed physician to St. Thomas’s 
hospital. In 1684 he communicated to the royal society 
two remarkable cases relating to vision, which were 
likewise printed in their Transactions ; and in 1685 pub¬ 
lished a Latin version of his <c Theory of Vision,” at the 
desire of Mr. (afterwards sir) Isaac Newton, with a recom¬ 
mendatory epistle from hitn prefixed to it. And for com¬ 
pleting this curious and useful subject relating to the eye, 
he promised, in the preface, two other treatises, one “ De 
usu partium oculiand the other “ De ejusdem affec- 
tibusneither of which, however, appears to have been 
ever published: but, in 1687, came out a second edition 
of his “ Ophthalmographia.” He was afterwards made 
physician in ordinary to king William, and continued in 

1 Hutton’s Dictionary.—-Biog. Brit.—Life in Smith’s Vitas EruditisOmorum. 

—Ward’s Gresham Professors.—Martin’s Lives of the Philosophers.—Ath. Ox* 
rul. I.—Lilly’s Life and Times, p. 154.—Watson’s Halifax. 
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great esteem for liis skill in his profession till he died at 
Town-Mailing in Kent, Sept. 4, 1704, and was there 
buried, although a cenotaph is erected to his memory in 
the church of Holt in Norfolk. He married Hannah, sole 
daughter and heiress of Edmund Hobart, grandson to sir 
Ilenry Hobart, lord chief justice of the common pleas in 
the reign of James 1. by whom he left three children, 
Mary, Ilenry, and Hannah. Henry died in 1748, rector 
of Holt. 

I)r. Briggs’s chief patron, during his foreign travels, was 
the right lion. Ralph Montagu, esq. ambassador of Era nee, 
and afterwards duke of Montagu. It was through this gen¬ 
tleman’s protection that Dr. Briggs went and studied at 
Montpelier, under Vieussens, to whom he acknowledged 
himself chiefly indebted for what skill he had in that 
science. The doctor was a benefactor to the college in 
which he had been educated. In order to render the. 
kitchen of it more cleanly and wholesome, he caused it. to 
be paved with square stones; and gave besides, twenty 
pounds, for the augmentation of the stock for commons. 
He made presents, likewise, of books to the library. Dr. 
Briggs hail a brother, Robert Briggs, who was educated 
in the same college, and succeeded hint in his fellowship. 
He became successively A. B. A. M. and LI.. D. was 
made a fellow' of the royal society; and was chosen, oil 
the 7th of February, 1636, professor of law in Gresham 
college, which office he held to his death, on the 22d of 
December, i 7 18. 1 

BRIGHAM (Nicholas), who appears to have bad a 
taste for poetry and biography in the infancy of those 
studies, was born at or near to Caversham in Oxfordshire, 
hut descended from the Brighams of Yorkshire, lie was 
educated at Hart-hall, Oxford, as Wood conjectures, and 
afterwards studied at one of the inns of court. Having a 
turn for poetry, he passed his hours in the perusal of the 
best poets, and his admiration of Chaucer led him to be 
at the ex pence of beautifying the monument of that 
eminent poet in 1556, removing it to a more conspicuous 
place in Westminster abbey, where we now find it. He 
died in his prime, Dec. 1559, leaving, 1. “ De venationi- 
bus reruin memorabilium,” a collection of notices of 

1 Bing. Biil.—Masters’s llist. of C. C. C. C.—Ward’s Gresham Professors..— 
Wood’s Fasti, vol. II. 



B II I G II A M. 


519 


characters and events, of which Dale has made much use. 
2. “Memoirs,” by way of Diary, in 1J bocks. Miscel¬ 
laneous Poems. But none of these are probably now in 
existence. 1 

BRIGHT (Timothy), a and divine of emi¬ 

nence of the sixteenth centum-, took bn degree of doctor 
in ineiii. me at Cambridge, and, as we learn f-om Wood, 
lie was made rector of Methhy, in YVrbsnire, in 1591. 
lie appears by his writ.-ngs to have had a good share of 
practice, an i to have been well versed in tlie doctrines of 
the eurU Ctcch writers. The work hy which he is prin¬ 
cipally kn'is. ii his “ Treatise of Melancholy,” contain¬ 
ing the causes thereof, and reasons of the strange effects 

- ° . t O 

it worUeth in oar minds, v.-itli the physical cure, and spi¬ 
ritual consolation for such as have thereto adjoined an 
afflicted conscience,” London, DSC, 12mo. lie excuses 
liis wnting this treatise, contrary to his usual custom, in 
the English language, from its being a practical work, 
and to be read by persons out of the pale of physic. It 
was also done, lie observes, by the Greek and Roman 
writers. He entertained, however, very lolty ideas of 
the dignity of tiie medical character. “ No one,” he says, 
“ should touch so holy a tiling that hath not passed the 
whole discipline of liberal sciences, and washed himself 
pure and clean in the waters of wisdome and understand¬ 
ing.” The cure of melancholy, in his opinion, depends 
on bleeding, by purges and vomits, lie had before, viz:, 
in 15S3, published “ De Dyscrasia Corporis Humani,” 
London, Svo. lie wa>. also author of “ Ilygieine, sen dc 
Sanitate tow!.!, .Modicitnr Pars prirnn,” 1588, Svo. “The¬ 
rapeutic-!, hoe ■"•■’t de .Sanitate restituenda, JYIcdichnv pars 
aiteiw,” i.LS.u, Svo, \vhi.:.i were reprinted in 1598, in 1 (tto ; 
an i “An Abridgment of lux’s Acts and hlonuiueuts,” l.'-Sd, 
4to. tie '.bed in lSl5. a 

BRlGllTMAN (Tii'.">MAt ; ), an Englifli divine, attached 
to'the principles of the puritans, was born at Nottingham 
in 1557, and was educated m Cincen’s college, Cambridge, 
and long maintained a controversy on the dboipline and 
ceremonies of the church, which seems to have led hint 
to write his Commentaries::! Latin on the Mong of Solomon 
and the Revelations. This last, was afterwards translated 

1 Atli. Ok. vo!. I.— Oo Ws Clumss Hist. voi. 1.—VVarton’s Hist, of ry , 

to). It. ]>. 4-:; ill. :W'. 

Tuunur.—Tits.'—itt- . j's £ti-jyc!i);in:dia.—Iliiilit BiM. M;:U. 
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under the title of £C The Revelation of St. John illus¬ 
trated,” 1G44, 4to. In this, when treating on chap. xiv. 
ver. 18, he discovers archbishop Cramr-er to be the angel 
that had power o\er the f-rc ; and in chap. xvi. ver. 5, he 
makes the lord treasurer c.ccii the angel of the waters, 
justify ing the pouring forth o - 'the third vial. He accuses 
the church of England of bnig lukewarm, like the Lao- 
diceans, and gives the preference to the foreign protest- 
ant communions, lie prophesied also that the episcopal 
government would soon be overthrown, but he does not 
appear to have foreseen that it would also be restored. He 
was presented bysir John Osbourne to the rectory of Hannes 
in Bedfordshire, which he held until liis death, Aug. 24, 
1G07. Fuller gives 1 h.i a most exalted character for piety, 
learning, and , vert ness of temper, in which he says all 
his opponent:; agreed. Ke informs us also, that it was his 
custom to lead over the Greek testament regularly once 
a fortnight. In 1^47 was published, “ Brightman Iledi- 
vivus, or the posthumian oilspring of Thomas Brightman, 
in four Sermons,” 4to. 1 

* Fuller’s Church Hist. Book X. p. 50.—Collier’s Diet. rol. III. 
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